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wa HE king had hitherto, during the courfe of the c H A P, 
war, obtained many advantages over the parlia- LY! 
ment, and had raifed himfelf from thatlowcon- 694. 
dition, into which he had at firft fallen, to be nearly upon 
an equal footing with his adverfaries.. Yorkfhire, and 
all the northern counties, were reduced by the marquefs 
of Newcaftle ; and, excepting Hull, the parliament was 
mafter of no garrifon in thefe quarters. In the weft, 
Plymouth alone, having been in vain befieged by prince 
Maurice, refifted the king’s authority’: And had it not 
Vor. VII. B been 
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c HA P- been for the difappointment in the enterprize of Glocef- 


ter;-the- royal garrifons~had reached, without interrup- 
tion, from one end of the kingdom to the other; and 
had occupied a greater extent of ground, than thofe of 
the parliament. Many of the royalifts flattered them- 
felves, that the fame vigorous fpirit, which had elevated 
them to the prefent height of power, would ftill favour 
their progrefs, and obtain them a final victory over their 
enemies: But thofe who judged more foundly, obferved, 
that, befides the acceflion of the whole Scottifh nation 
to the fide of the parliament; the very principle, on- 
which the royal fuccefies had been founded, was every 
day acquired, more and more, by the oppofite party. 
The king’s troops, full of gentry and nobility, had ex- 
erted a valour fuperior to their enemies, and had hitherto 
been fuccefsful in almoft every rencounter: But in pro- 
portion as the whole nation became warlike, by the con- 
tinuance of civil difcords, this advantage was. more 
equally fhared; and fuperior numbers, it was expected, 
muft at laft obtain the victory. The king’s troops alfo, 
ill paid, and deftitute of every neceflary, could not pofi- 
bly be retained in equal difcipline with the parliamentary 
forces, to whom all fupplies were furnifhed from un- 
exhaufted ftores and treafures *, “The feverity of man- 
ners, fo much affected by thefe zealous religionifts, af- 
fifted their military inftitutions; and the rigid inflexibility 
of charaéter, by which the awftere’ reformers of church 
and ftate were diftinguifhed, enabled the parliamentary 
chiefs to reftrain their foldiers within ftri@er rules and 
madre exact order. And while the king’s officers indulged 
themfelves even in greater licences, than thofe to which,. 
during times of peace, they had been accuftomed, they 
were apt,,both to neglect their military duty, and to. fet 
a pernicious example of diforder, to the foldiers under 
their command, 
a Ruhy vol. vir ps 560. 


At 
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Ar the commencement of the civil war, all Englifh- ¢ “ ~ Ps 


men,’ who ferved abroad, were invited over, and created Neen 


And moft of them, being 1644+ 


with extraordinary er 
defcended of good families, and by reafon of their ab- 
fence, unacquainted with the new principles, which 
deprefled the: dignity of the crown, had inlifted under 
the royal ftandard. But it is obfervable, that, though 


the: military profeffion requires great genius, and long 


experience, in the Srinedid commanders, all its fubor- 
dinate duties may be difcharged by ordinary talents, and 
from fuperficial practice. Citizens and country-gentle- 
men foon became excellent officers; and the generals of 
greateft fame and capacjty happened, all of them, to 
fpring up on the fide of the parliament, The courtiers 
and great nobility, in the other party, checked the 
growth of any extraordinary genius among the fubordi- 
nate officers; and every man there, as in a regular ic 
blifhed government, was confined to the ftation, in which 


his birth had placed him. 


Tueking, that he might make preparations, during 
winter, for the erfuing campaign, fummoned to Oxford 
all the members of either houfe, who adhered to his 
interefts ; and endeavoured to avail himfelf of the name 
of parliament, fo paffionately cherifhed by the Englith 
nation > The houfe of peers was pretty full; and 
befides the nobility, employed in. different parts of the 
kingdom, it contained twice as many members~as voted 
at’ Weftminfter. The houfe of commons confifted of 
about 140; which amounted not to above half of :the 
other houfe of commons *. 

So extremely light had Sees 4 hitherto lain upon 
the people, that the very name of exci/e was unknown to 


them; and among the other evils arifing from  thefe 


b Roth. vol, vi, pe 559+ ¢ Idem, pes 3%s 574) 575+ 
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The parliament at Weftminfter having voted: 
an excife on beer; wine, and other commodities ; thofe 
at Oxford imitated the example, and conferred, that reve- 
nue on the king. And in order to enable him the better: 
to recruit his army, they granted him the fum of 100,000 
pounds, to be levied by way of loan upon the fubject., 
The king circulated privy feals, counterfigned by the 
{peakers of both houfes, requiring the loan of particular 
fums, from fuch perfons as lived within his quarters *. 
Neither party had as yet got above the. pedantry of re- 
proaching their antagonifts with thefe illegal meafures. 


THe Weftminfter parliament paffed a whimfical ordi- 
nance, commanding all the inhabitants of London and 
the neighbourhood, to retrench a meal a week, and to 
pay the value of it for the fupport of the public caufe *. 
It is eafily imagined, that, provided the money was paid, 
they troubled them{elves very little about the execution of 
their ordinance. 

Sucu was the king’s fituation, that, in order to reftore 
peace to the nation, he had no occafion to demand any 
other terms, than the reftoring of the laws and conftitu~ 
tion; the replacing him in the fame rights which had 
ever been enjoyed by his predeceflors; and the re-efta~ 
blifhing, on its ancient bafis, the whole frame of govern- 
ment, civil as well.as ecclefiaftical. And that he might 
facijitate an end, feemingly fo defirable, he offered to 
employ means equally popular, an univerfal act of obli- 
vion, and a toleration or induleence to tender confci- 
ences. Nothing therefore could contribute more to his 
interefts, than every difcourfe of peace, and every dif- 
cuffion of the conditions, .upon which that blefling could 
be obtained. For this reafon, he folicited a treaty, on 
all oceafions,.and defired a conference and mutual exami- 

* Rufh, vol. vi. p. 590. © Dugdale, p. 119. Ruth, vol. vi. -p. 743. 
hation 
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nation of pretenfions, even when he entertained no hopes, © parte P. 
that any conclufion could poffibly refult from its arrow 


For like reafons, the parliament wifely avoided, as 3644s 
much as they could, all advances towards negociation, 
and were cautious not to expofe too eafily to cenfure thofe 
high terms, which their apprehenfions or their ambition 
made them previoufly demand of the king. Though 
their partizans were blinded with the thickeft veil of reli- 
gious prejudices, they dreaded to bring their pretenfions 
to the teft, or lay them open before the whole nation. 
In oppofition to the facred authority of the laws, to the 
venerable precedents of many ages, the popular leaders 
were afhamed to plead nothing but fears and jealoufies, 
which were not avowed by the conftitution, and for 
which; neither the perfonal charaéter of Charles, fo full 
of virtue, nor his fituation, fo deprived of all independ- 
ent authority, feemed to afford any reafonable foundation. 
Grievances which had been fully redreffed ; powers, 
either legal or illegal, which had been entirely renounced ; 
it feemed unpopular, and invidious, and ungrateful, any 
farther to infift on. 

Tue king, that he might abate the univerfal venera- 
tion, paid to the name of parliament, had iffued a'decla- 
ration, in which he fet forth all the tumults, by which 
himfelf and his partizans in both houfes had been driven 
from London; and he thence inferred, that the aflembly 
at Weftminfter was no longer a free parliament, and, 
till its liberty was reftored, was intitled to no authority. 
As this declaration was an obftacle to all treaty, fome 
contrivance feemed requifite, in order to elude it, 

A LETTER was written, in the foregoing year, to the 
earl of Effex, and fub{fcribed by the prince, the duke of 
York, and forty-three noblemen ‘. They there exhort 


f Clarendon, vol, tii. p. 442s Ruth, vol. vis p, 556, Whitlocke, p, 77+ 
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3 ry ae P. him to be an inftrument for reftoring peace, and to pro= 
~~) mote thet happy end with thofe, by whom he was em- 


ployed; : . Eflex ugh much difgufted-with.the parlia- 


1644. 


ment, though ; prehenfive e extremities to which 
they. were driving, though defirous of any reafonable 
accommodation ; yet was till more. refolute to preferve 
an honourable. fidelity tothe t repofed.in. him. .»He 
that, as the epapeniers | im neither contained any 

I y acknow- 

could not communicate 

it to them. pofals had been, reiterated by the 


u 


king, duriog the enfuing campaign, and met ftill with a 


Bae of a 
like anfwer from Effex 


for a treaty,. the king, 

the lords. and 

fiminfter :. But 

as he alfo mentioned, in the letter, the lords and com- 

mons of parliament aficmbled at Oxford,).and.declared; 

intention was. to makes previ that 

oth houfes might rely meet in a 

full and free convention; the parliament, preetite: the 

conclufion implied, refufed all.treaty upon fuch terms *, 

And the king; who knex hat fmall hopes there were 

of accommodation, would not abandon the, pretenfions, 

which he had affumed; nor < Acne the two houfes, 
more openly, for.a fise pari 

‘PHIs.winter the famous Pym died ;_a man_as..much 

ted by one party, .as. refpected by ‘thesother..,. At Lon- 

don, she was confidered asthe victim, to nationa liberty; 

who had abridged. his life by inceflant labours, for. the 

interefts of his country}; At Oxford, he was. believed 

to have been firuck with an uncommon difeafe, and to 


& Clarendon, vol. ti. p. gga. ‘Ruth. vol.'y' 
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have been confumed with vermine; as a mark of divine © HiA Ps 
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vengeance, for his multiplied crimes and treafons. He J 


had Been fo little ftudious of improving his private fortune 
in thofe civil ‘wars, of which he had been one principal 
atithor, that the’ parliament thought themfelves obliged, 
out of gratitude, to pay the debts ‘which he had-eon- 
tracted ¥. We now return to the military opérations, 
which, during the winter, were carried on with viror in 
feveral places, notwith{tanding the feverity of the feafon. 

Tue forces, brought from Ireland, were landed at 
Moftyne in North-Wales; and being put under the com- 


mand of Jord Biron, they befieged, and took the caftles of 


Hawarden, Beefton, Acton, and ston-houfe |, 


No place in Chefhire or the neighbourhood now adhered 
to the parliament, except Nantwich: And to this town 
Biron laid fiege during the depth of winter. Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, alarmed at fo confiderable a progrefs of the roy- 
alifts, aflembled “an army of 4000 men in Yorkfhire ; 
and having joined Sir William Brereton, was approach- 
ing to the camp of the enemy. Biron and his foldiers, 
elated with fucceffes obtained in Ireland, had entertained _ 
the moft profound contempt for the parliamentary forces , 
a difpofition, which, if confined to the army, may be 
regarded as a good prefage of victory; but if it extend — 
to the general, is the moft probable forerunner of a defeat. 
Fairfax fuddenly attacked the camp of the royaliits: The 


iiss 


a 
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{welling of the river by a thaw divided one part of the zsh Jane 


army from the 6ther. That part, expoled to Phirfax, 
being beat from their ‘poft, retired into the church: of 
A@on, and ‘were’ all taken prifoners : The other re- 
treated with precipitation ™. And thus was diffipated or 
rendered ufelefs that body of forces, which had been 
k Journ. 13th of Febroary 1643. ‘ Rukh, vol. vie po 2990" 
& Abid, pe 30%» 
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c aes P. drawn’ from Ireland; and the parliamentary party res 
«J Vvived in thofe north-weft counties of England. 
Bien THE invafion from Scotland was attended with confe-~ 
se gga quences of much greater importance. “Fhe Scots, hav- 
ing fummoned in vain the town of Newcaftle, which 
was fortified by the vigilance of Sir Thomas Glenhamy 
2ad Feb, paffed the Tyne; and faced the er of Newcaftle, 
who lay at Durham with an army of 14000'men ®, 
After fome military operations, in which that nobleman 
reduced the enemy to difficulties for forage and provifions, 
he received intelligence of a great difafter, which had 
befallen his forces in Yorkfhire. Colonel Bellafis, whom 
he had left with a confiderable body of troops, was totally 
arth April. routed at Selby, by Sir Thomas Fairfax, who had re- 
turned from Chefhire, with his victorious forces °. Afraid 
of being inclofed between two armies, Newcaftle re- 
treated ; and Leven having joined Lord Fairfax, they 
fat down before York, to which the army of the royalifts 
had retired. But as the parliamentary 2nd Scottith forces 
were not numerous enough to inveft fo large a town, 
divided by a river, they contented themfelves with in- 
commoding it by a loofe blockade ; and affairs remained, 
for fome time, in fufpenfe between thefe oppofite ar- 
mies ?. 

Durine this winter and fpring, other parts of the 
kingdom had alfo been infefted with war. Hopton, 
having aflembled an army of 14000 men, endeavoured to 
break into Suffex, Kent, and the fouthern affociation, 
which feemed well difpofed to receive him, Waller fell 
upon him at Cherington, and gave him a defeat 4 of con- 
fiderable importance, In another quarter, fiege being 


= Ruhh. vol. vi. p, 61s. © Idem, ibid, p. 638, p Idem, 
ibid. ps G20, 4 29th of March, ; 


laid 
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Jaid toe Newark by the parliamentary forces, prince Rupert C HAP, 
prepared himfelf for relieving a town of fuch confequence, , _ 
which alone preferved the communication open between *644. 
the king’s fouthern and northern quarters '. With a 

{mall force, but that animated by his active courage, he » 
broke through the enemy, relieved the town, and totally 
diffipated that army of the parliament *. 

Bur though fortune feemed to have divided her fa- 
yours between the parties, the king found himfelf, in 
the main, a confiderable lofer by this winter-campaign ; 
and he prognofticated a ftill worfe event from the enfuing 
fummer. The preparations of the parliament were great, 
and much exceeded the flender refources, of which he 
was poffeffed. In the eaftern affociation, they levied 
fourteen thoufand men, under the earl of Manchefter, 
feconded by Cromwell t, An army of ten thoufand men 
under Effex; another of nearly the fame force under 
Waller, were aflembled in the neighbourhood of Lon- 
don. The former was deftined to oppofe the king: The 
latter was appointed to march into the weft, where prince 
Maurice, with a {mall army which went continually to 
decay, was fpending his time in vain before Lyme, an 
inconfiderable town upon the fea-coaft, The utmoft 
efforts of the king could not raife above ten thoufarnd 
men at Oxford; and on their fword chiefly, during the 
campaign, were thefe to depend for fubfiftance. 

THE queen, terrified with the dangers, which every 
way environed her, and afraid of being enclofed in Ox- 
ford, in the middle of the kingdom, fled to Exeter, where 
fhe hoped to be delivered unmolefted of the child, with 
which fhe was now pregnant, and from whence fhe had | 
the means of an eafy efcape into France, if prefied by 
the forces of the enemy. She knew the implacable 


© Ruth, vol. vis pe 306. 3 24ft of March, —t Rufh, vol, vi. p- 621. 
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hatred; which the parliament, on account of ‘her reli- 
gion and ‘her credit with the king, “had af! along borne 
her. Laft fummer,*the’ commons had fent up to the 
treafon againt 5 be- 
fhe had affifted hér huft 


band ‘with ‘arms and ammunition, which fhe had bought 


peers an impeachment of hich 


caufe; in’ his utmoft’ diftteff 
in Holland *, And had“fhe falfen into théir ha ands,’ nei- 
ther her fex,' fhe knew, nor Hi 
her againft infults at léaft, 


h ‘ftation, ‘could protect 


not daager, from. thofe 
haughty republicahs, who fo little’ affe@ed to condué 
themfelves by the maxims’ of . 


09 


allantry and politenefs. 

FRoM the beginning of thet diflentions, the’ parlia- 
ment, it is remarkable, had, in all things, affumed ‘an 
extreme afcendant over their { 


1, and had difplayed 


a violence and arrozated ‘an authority, which, on his 
fide, would not have. been compatible, either with his 
temper or his fituation. “While he {poke perpetually of 


pardoning all 


they talked® of “nothin ig but the 
punifhment of delinguents and malignants : While he of- 
fered “a “toleration and ar indulgenc: k 


ences ; they threatened the utter extirpation of prelacy : 


/ 


‘, they oppofed ‘declarations 


of rigor: And the more the ancient tenor of the laws 
ubordination to the crown, the 
eee ed hee ey rain shes ¢ t 
more. careful were hey: re thale lofty pretenfions, to 


cover that: defect; nae which they laboured. 


THEIR ‘ pteat advantaves in the north feerned to fecond 
their ambition, and finally to promife them fiiccefS in 
their unwarrantable enterprizes. Manchefter, having 


taken Lincoln, had united his arriy to that of Leven and 


a 


n 


Fairfax; “and” York was new clofely befiewed by their 

co oe forces. ‘That town, thouch vigoroufly ‘de- 
=) o 

I by Neweaftle,” was’ reduced to" extremity ; and 


h Ruth, vol, vi, P. 322. 
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the parliamentary generals, aftersenduring great lofles © H A Ps 


=H LVI, 
and fatigues, flattered themfelves, that all their labours —_ , 
would at laf becrowned by this important conqueft. On = 44 

a, fudden,.they were alarmed + with «the approach. of 

Rupert... This. gallant. prince, shaving vigoroufly: ex- 

erted himfelf in Lancathire and Chethire} had» cplleéted 

a fconiiderable anys and. joining Sir Charles: Lucas, 

who. commanded. Newcaftle’s.horte, anes: ed to the»relief 

of York with an army of 20,000 men.. “The Scottith and 


parliamentary. generals raifed .the fiege, and drawing up 
on Marften-moor, propofed to give battle )to. the. royal. 


ifts.. Prince Rupert .approached the town, by;/another, 


quarter, and interpofing the river Oufe between-bim and 
the enemy, fafely joined } his forces to thofe of Newcaftle. 


The marquefs ¢ eatenunures to 


him,,,that, hav- 

ought t to’ be 
content with ve prefent advantages, and leave the.enemy, 
now much dimin ifhed by their _lofies, and. di ifcouraged 
by their ill fuccefs, to diflolve by thofe mutual diflenfions, 


ing fo fuccefsfully efieed his purpofe, he, o 


J 


which kad by scun: to take eS among ‘them. % <The 
prince, whofe martial , difpofition . was. not, fuficiendy 
tempered with prudence, nor, foftened by complaifance 
pretending, pofitive orders from.the king, without deign- | 
ing to confult with Newcaftle, whofe merits and fervices 
deferved_ better, treatment, immediately,-iffued: orders’ for 
battle, -and:led. out the army to Marfton-moor:*, . ‘This 


action was obftinately d lifputed between the mott numer= Ba'tle 


ous-atmies, that were en: gaged duzing the courfe,otthefe |... 
wars ; nor were the forces on each fide much different in 
their number. Fifty thoufand Britith troops were ied to 
mutual flaughter ; and the victory feemed long undecided 
between them. Prince Rupert, who commanded the- 


right wing of the royalifls, was oppofed to Cromwell’, 


r Life of the D. of Neweaftle, py 40, * Clarendon,~ vol, ve 
p- 506, ¥ Ruth, part-3, vol. ii. p> 633. 
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CH A P. who conducted the choice troops of the parliament, 


LVH, 


Ln Cured to danger under that determined leader, animated 


7644, 


by zeal, and confirmed by the moft rigid difcipline. 
After a fharp combat, the cavalry of the royalifts gave 
way; and fuch of the infantry, as ftood next them, 
were likewife borne down, and put to flight. New- 
caftle’s regiment alone, refolute to conquer or to perifh, 
obftinately kept their ground, and maintained, by their 
dead bodies, the fame order, in which’ they had at firft 
been ranged. In the other wing, Sir Thomas Fairfax 
and Colonel Lambert, with fome troops, broke through 
the royalifts ; and, tran{ported by the ardour of purfuit, 
foon reached their vitorious friends, engaged alfo in 
purfuit of the enemy. But after that tempeft was paft, 
Lucas, who commanded the royalifts in this wing, re- 
ftoring order to his broken forces, made a furious attack 
on the parliamentary cavalry, threw them into diforder, 
pufhed them upon their own infantry, and put that whole 
wing to rout. When ready to feize on their Carriages 
and baggage, he perceived Cromwel, who was now 
returned from purfuit of the other wing. Both fides 
were not a little furprifed to find, that they muft again 
renew the combat for that victory, which each of them 
thought they had already obtained. The front of the 
battle was now exaétly counterchanged ; and each army 
occupied the ground, which had been poffeffed by the 
enemy at the beginning of the day, This fecond battle 
was equally furious and defperate with the firft: But 
after the utmoft efforts of courage by both parties, vic- 
tory wholly turned to the fide of the parliament. The 
prince’s train of artillery was taken 5 and his whole army 
puthed off the field of battle z, | 

THIs event was in itfelf a mighty blow to the king; 
but proved more fatal in its confequences. The marquefg 


* Ruth vol, vis p, 632. Whitlocke, p, 8g, 
of: 
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of Newcaftle was entirely loft to the royal caufe. That C HA Ps 


nobleman, the ornament of the court and of his order, , , 


had been engaged, contrary to the natural bent of his 
difpofition, into thefe military operations, merely by a 
high fenfe of honour and a perfonal regard to his. mafter. 
The dangers of war were difregarded by his valour ; 
but its’ fatigues were oppreffive to his natural indolence. 
Munificent and generous in his expence ; polite and ele- 
gant in his tafte; courteous and humane in his beha- 
viour; he brought a great acceflion of friends and of 
credit to the party, which he embraced. But amidft all 
the hurry of action, his inclinations were fecretly drawn 
to the foft arts of peace, in-which he took delight; and 
the charms of poetry, mufic, and converfation ftole him 
often from his rougher occupations, He chofe Sir Wil+ 
liam Davenant, an ingenious poet, for his. lieutenant- 
general: ‘The other perfons; in whom he placed confi- 
dence, were more the inftruments of his refined pleafures, 
than qualified for the bufinefs which they undertook : 
And the feverity and application, requifite to the fupport 
of difcipline, were qualities, in which he was entirely 
wanting *. 

WHEN prince Rupert, contrary to his advice, refolved 
on this battle, and iffued all orders without communi- 
cating his intentions to him; he took the field, but, he 
faid, entirely as a volunteer; and, except by his perfonak 
courage, which fhone out with luftre, he had no fhare 
in the aétion. Enraged to find, that all his fuccefsful 
labours were rendered abortive by one act of fatal teme- 
rity, terrified with the profpeét of renewing his pains 
and fatigue, he refolved no longer to maintain the few 
refources which remained to a defperate caufe, and 
thought, that the fame regard to honour, which had at 
firft called him to arms, now required him to abandon a 


@ Clarendon, vol, ¥. p. 507, 508 See Warwick. 
party; 
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CH AP. party, where he met with fuch unworthy treatment. 
4 oe » Next morning early, he fent word-to the prince, that he 
3644. was inftantly to leave the kingdom; and without delay, 
he went to Scarborough, where he found a veflel, which 
carried him beyond fea. During the enfuing years, ‘till 
the reftoration, he lived abroad. in great neceflity, and 
faw with indifference his opulent fortune fequeftered by 
thofe who ailumed the government of England. He 
difdained, by fubmiffion or compofition, to thow obeif= 
ance to their ufurped authority ; and the leaft favourable 
cenfors of his merit allowed, that the f ae and fervices 
of a whole life had fufficiently atoned for one rath action, 

into which his paffion had | betrayed him », 


Prince Rupert, with equal precipitation, drew off 
the remains of. his army, and retired into Lancathire. 
Glenham, in a few days, was obliged to furrendér York ; 
and he marched out his garrifon with al] the honours of 
war *. Lord Fairfax, remaining in the town, eftablifhed 
his government in that whole county, and fent’a thou- 
fand horfe into Lancafhire, to join with the parliamentary 
forces in that quarter, and attend the motions of prince 


¥6th July. 


Rupert : The Scottith army marched northwards, in 
order to join the earl of Calender, who was advancing 
with ten thoufand additional forces 4; and to reduce the 
town. of Newcaftle, which they took by ftorm: ‘Lhe 
earl’ of Manchefter, with Cromwel, to whom the fame 
of this great ssi was chiefly ‘afcribed, and who was 


ral 


a wounded in the ation, returned to the eaftern affocia- 


a 


tion, in order to recruit his army ©, 


WHILE thefe events pafied in the north » the kins’s 


affairs in the fouth were waiaucted with more fuccefs and 
more ability. Ruthven, a Scotchman, who had | 


b Clarendon, vol, vy. Pe §it, © Ruth, vol, vi. p. 658. 
@ Whitlocke, p. 83, © Rufh, vol, vi, p. 64r. 
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created earl of Brentford, acted,.under the king, as CH AP. 
ie LVil. 

general. (eee 


Tue parliament foon compleated their two armies 1044. 
commanded by Effex and Waller. The. great. zeal, of 
the city facilitated this undertaking. Many fpeeches were 
made to the citizens, by the parliamentary. leaders, in 
order to excite their ardour. Hollis, in particular, ex- 
horted them not to fpare, on this important occafion, 
ejther their purfes, their perfons, or their prayers *;\and 
they were fufficiently liberal, it mutt be confefled, in all 
thefe contributions. The. two. generals had orders to 
march with their combined .armies towards Oxford; 
and, if the king retired into that city, to lay.fiege to it, 
and by one enterprize puta period to the war. The 
king, leaving a numerous gz arrifon in Oxford, pafled with 
dexterity. between the two armies, which had taken 
Abingdon and had enclojfed him on both fides'?.. He 
marched towards Worcefter; and Waller received orders 
from Effex.to follow him and watch his motions; while 
he himfelf marched into the weft, in queft of prince 


ori 
Maurice. . Waller had a nppreached within two miles of 
the royal camp, and was-only feparated from it by the 
Severn, when he received intelligence, that the king was 
advanced to Beudly, and had directed his courfe towards 
Shrewfbury. In order to prevent him,.W alier' prefently 
diflodged, and haftened by guick marches.to that city : 
When the king, fuddenly returning upon his own foot- 
fteps, reached Oxford ; . and having reinforeed his army 
from that garrifon,, now in his turn marched out in queft 
of Waller. .The two armies faced each other at Crop- 

redy-bridge near Banbury; but the Charwell ran between aun 


predy= 
them. Next day, the king decamped and marched to- bridge. 


7 


wards Daventry. Waller ordered a confiderable détach- 


ment to pals the bridge, with an intention of falling on 


£ Ruf, vol, vi. p, 6625 S34 of Funes 
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C H A P. the rear of the royalifts. He was repulfed, routed, and 
tree purfued with confiderable lofs *; Stunned and difheart= 
1644 — éned’ with this blow, his army decayed and melted away 
by defertion ; and the king thought he might fafely leave 
it, and march weftward againft Effex: That general, 
having obliged prince Maurice to raife the fiege of Lyme; 
having taken Weymouth and Taunton, advanced ftill in 
« his conquefts, and met with fio equal oppofition. The 
king followed him, and having re-inforced his army from 
all quarters, appeared in the field with an atmy fuperior 
to the enemy. Effex, retreating into Cornwall, informed 
the parliament of his danger, and defired them to fend 
an army; which might fall on the king’s rear. General 
Middleton received a commiffion to execute that fervice ; 
but came too late. Effex’s army, Cooped up in a narrow 
corner at Leftithiel, deprived of all forage and provifions; 
and feeing no profpect of fuccour, was reduced to the 
laft extremity. The king ptefled them on one fide ; 
prince Maurice on another; Sir Richard Granville on 2 
third. Effex, Robarts, and fome of the Principal offi- 
‘ cers, efcaped in a boat to Plymouth: Balfour with his 
horfe pafled the king’s, out-pofts, in a thick mift; and 
it Sept. got fafely to the garrifons of his own party: The foot 
under Skippon were obliged to furrender their arms; 
artillery, baggage and arhmunition ; and being conducted 
Efers to the parliament’s quarters, were difmiffed, By this 
a advantage, which was much boafted of, the king; befides 
the honour of the enterprize; obtained what he ftood 
extremely in need of: The parliament; having preferved 

the men, loft what they could eafily repair i, 


No fooner did this intelligence reach London, than 
the committee of the two kingdoms voted thanks to Effex 
for his fidelity; courage and conduét; ard this method 


h Ruth. vol. vi, p. 676. Clareadon, vol. v. p. 497, Sir Ed, Walker, 


P: 31. i Ruth, vol. vi. p. 699, &c, Whitlocke, p. 98. Claren- 
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of proceeding, no lefs politic than magnanimous, the 
parliament preferved throughout the whole courfe of the 
war. Equally indulgent to their friends and rigorous to 
their enemies, they employed, with fuccefs, thefe two 
powerful engines of reward and punifhment, in con- 
firmation of their authority. 

TuHar the king might have lefs reafon to exult in the 
advantages, which he had obtained in the weit, the par- 
liament oppofed to him very numerous forces. Having 
armed anew Effex’s fubdued, but not difheartened troops, 
they ordered Manchefter and Cromwel to march. with 
their recruited forces from the eaftern affociation ; and 
joining their armies to thofe of Waller and Middleton, as 
well as of Effex, offer battle to the king. Charles chofe 
his poft at Newbury, where they secon him with great 
vigour ;-and that town was a fecond time the fcene of the 
bloody animofities of the Englifh, Effex’s foldiers, ex- 
horting one another to repair their broken honour, and 
revenge the difgrace of Leftithiel, made an impetuous 
affault on the royalifts; and having recovered fome of 
their cannon, loft in Cornwall, could not forbear em- 
bracing them with tears of joy. Though the king’s 
troops defended themfelvyes with valour, they were over- 
powered by numbers; and the night came very feafon- 
ably to their relief, and prevented a total overthrow. 
Charles, leaving his baggage and cannon in Dennington- 
caftle, near Newbury, forthwith retreated to Walling- 
ford, and thence to Oxford. ‘There, prince Rupert and 
the earl of Northampton joined him, with confiderable 
bodies of cavalry. Strengthened by this reinforcement, 
he ventured to advance towards the enemy, now-em- 
ployed before Dennington-calt e*, Effex, detained by 
ficknefs, had not joined the army, fince his misfortune in 


Cornwall. Manchefter, who commanded, though his 
Ul 
k Ruth, yo, vi. p. 721, See 
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CHAP. forces were much fuperior to thofe of the king, declined 


EVIT. 


| eed 


1644. 


9th Nov. 


Rife and 


mecaangr ¢ 
tharacter o 


* with fuch honour and encouragement, Zea was the imme- 


tie snde- 


peudents, 


e 
an engagement, and rejeéted Cromwel’s advice, who 


earneftly prefled him not to ae & fo favourable an 


is at! Lino’ ar 
opportunity of in the war. The king’s army, by 
bringing off their cannon Sed Dennington-caftle, in 


the face of the enemy, feemed fufficiently to have’ re- 
the ch they had loft at Newbury ; and 


Charles, having the fatisfaction to excite,- between Man- 


fities with thofe which 
nd Waller }, diftri- 


) win ter-quarters. 

the parliamentary .generals 
military operations, were re- 
during the winter-feafon ; and each 
his own. faction, their mutual re- 
itated the whole city and par- 
ng prevailed, in that party, 


fecret diftin&tion, which, though the dread of the king’s 


power had hitherto fupp: fled it, yet, in’ proportion as 


the sees es of fuccefs 


became nearer and more immediate, 


rh conteft and animofity. 


} 


had,.at firft, taken fhelter 


and concealed themfelves under the wings of the Pres- 


BY'TERIANS, itly appeared a diftin party, 
and betrayed very different views and pretenfions. .We 
muft hete endeavour to explain the genius of this party, 
and of its leaders, who henceforth occupy the feene of 
action. 


Durine thofe times, when the enthufiaftic fpirit met 


diate means of diftinétion and preferment ; it-was impof- 
fible to fet bounds to thefe holy feryors, or confine, 
within any natural limits, what was directed towards 
an infinite and a fupernatural object. Every man, as 


} Ruhh, vol, vii, p. x, 


prompted 
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prompted by the warmth of his temper, excited by emu- 
lation, or fupported by his habits of hypocrify, endea- 
voured to diftinguifh himfelf beyond his fellows, and to 
arrive at a higher pitch of faintfhip and perfection, In 
proportion to its degree of fanaticifm, each fect became 
dangerous and deftructive ; and as the independents went 

a note higher than the prefbyterians, they could lefs be 
reftrained within any bounds of temper and moderation, 
From this diftin@tion, as from a firft principle, were 
derived, by a neceffary confequence, all the other differ- 
ences of thefe two fects. 


THE independents rejected all ecclefiaftical eftablith- 
ments, and would admit of no fpiritual courts, no govern- 
ment among paftors, no interpofition of the magiftrate in 
religious concerns, no fixed encouragement annexed to 
any fyftem of do€trines or opinions. According to their 
principles, each congregation, united voluntaril ly and by 
fpiritual ties, compofed, within itfelf, a feparate church, 
and exercifed a jurifdiction, but one devoid of feniporal 
fanctions, over its own paftor and its own members, 
The election alone of the congregation was fufficient to 
beftow the facerdotal charaéter ; and as all effential dif- 
tinction was denied between ding laity and the clergy, no 
ceremony, no inftitution, no vocation, no impofition of 
hands, was, as in all other churches, fuppofed requifite 
to convey a right to holy orders. ‘The enthufiafm of the 
prefbyterians led them to reject the authority of pre+ 
lates, to throw off the reftraint of liturgies, to retrench 
ceremonies, to limit the riches and authority of the 
prieftly office: The fanaticifm of the pees eX- 
alted to a higher pitch, abolifhed eccle{ 


ment, difdained creeds and fyfems, neglected every cere- 
mony, and confounded all ranks and orders. The fol- 
dier, the merchant, the mechanic, indulging the fervors 
of zeal, and guided by the illapfes. of the f; pirit, refizned 


S32 himéfelf 
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CHA P. himfelf to an inward and fuperior dire&tion, and ‘was 


an immediate intercourfe 


ith heaven. 


E catholics, spatial to an infallible guide, had 


d, upon that principle, their doGtrine and practice 
scution: The prefbyterians, imagining that fuch 
jear and certain tenets, as they themfelves adopted, 
} 


c 
could be seg only from a criminal and: pertinacious 


/ 


1ad hitherto gratified, to the full, their bi- 
gotted ae in a like doétrine and practice: The inde- 


pendents, from the extremity of the fame Zeal, were led 
into the milder principles’ of toleration. Their mind, 
fet afloat in the wide fea of infpiration, could confine 
itfelf within no certain limits; and the fame variations, 
in ‘which an enthufiaft indulged himfelf, he-was apt, bya 
natural train of thinking, to permit in others. Of all 


“At be 
a h 


chtiftian feéts, this was the firft, which, during its prof- 


} 


perity, as well as its adverfity, always sale wid the prin- 
ciple of toleration ; and, it is remarkable, that fo reafon~ 
able 2 doctrine owed its origirl, not to reafoning, but to 


the height of extravagance and fanaticifm. 

Porery and prelacy alone, whofe genius feemed. to 
tend towards fuperftition, were treated by the independ- 
ents with rigour. ‘Fhe-doétrines too of fate or deftiny, 
were deemed by them eflential to all religion. In thefe 


tigid opinions, the whole feGtaries, amidft ail their other 
[ 9 > 


differences, unanimoufly concurred. 

Tue political fyftem of the independents kept pace 
with their religious. Not content with confining, to 
very narrow limits, the power of the crown, and reducing 


the’ king to the rank of firft magiftr 


ate, which was the 
project of the prefbyterians ; this fect, more ardent in 
the purfuit of liberty, afpired to a total abolition of the 
monarchy, ahd even of the ariftocracy; and projected - 
an entire equality of rank and order, ina republic, quite 


fre 
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free and independent. In confequence of this fcheme, © ee 
they were declared enemies to all propofals for peace, , ; 


except on fuch terms as, they knew, it was impoffible to 1644+ 


obtain; and they adhered to that maxim, which is, in 
the main, prudent and political, that whoever draws the 
fword againtt his fovereign, fhould throw away the fcab- 
pard. By terrifying others with the fear of vengeance 
from the offended prince, they had engaged greater num~ 
bers into the oppofition againft peace, than had adopted 
their other principles with regard to government and 
religion. And the great fuccefs, which had already at- 
tended the arms of the parliament, and the greater, which 
was foon expected, confirmed them ftill further in this 
obftinacy, 


Sir Harry Vane, Oliver Cromwel, Nathaniel Fiennes, 
and Oliver St. John, the folicitor-general, were regarded 
as the leaders of the independents. The earl of Effex, 
difgufted with a war, of which he began to forefee the 
pernicious confequences, adhered to the prefbyterians, 
and promoted every reafonable plan of accommodation. 
The earl of Northumberland, fond of his rank and dig- 
nity, regarded with horror a {cheme, which, if it took 
place, would confound himfelf and his family: with the 
loweft in the kingdom. The earls of Warwic, and 
Denbigh, ‘ Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William Waller, 
Hollis, Maffey, Whitlocke, Mainard, Glyn, had em- 
braced the fame fentiments. In the parliament, a con- 
fiderable majority, and a much greater in the nation, 
were attached to the prefbyterian party; and it was only 
by cunning and deceit at firft, and afterwards by vio- 
jence, that the independents could entertain any hopes of 
fuccefs. 

Tir earl of Manchefter, provoked at the impeach- 
ment, which the king had lodged againit him, had Jong 
forwarded the war with alacrity; but, being a man of 

C 3 humanity 
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CH A P. humanity and good principles, the view of public calas 
LVil. ; 


‘ _, Mities, and the profpect of a total fubverfion of govern- 
3644. ment, began to moderate his ardor, and inclined him to 
promote peace on any fafe or honourable terms. He was 

even fufpedcted, in the field, not to have pufhed to the 

utmoft againft the king the advantages, obtained by the 

arms of the parliament; _ and Cromwel, in the public 
debates, revived the accufation, that this nobleman had 
wilfully negle&ted at Dennington-caftlea favourable oppor- 

tunity of finifhing the war by a total defeat of the royal~ 
ifts. ‘* I fhowed him evidently,” faid Cromwel, ** how 
€* this fuccefs might be obtained ; and only defired leave, 


c 


§* with my own brieade of horfe, to charge the king’s 

é cir retreat ; leaving it in the earl’s choice, ° 

“< ugnt proper, to remain neuter with the reft 7 
és s: But, notwithftanding my importunity, 

<< he: -p fitively and abf. lutely refufed his confent ; and 

** gave no other reafon but that, if we met with a defeat, ° 

‘* there was an end of our pretenfions : We fhould al] be 

‘* rebels and traitors, and be executed and forfeited by 

§€c law? f? 


MANcHESTER, by way of recrimination, informed the 


parliament, that, at another time, Cromwel h 
pofed fome {cheme, to which, 


aving pro- 
it feemed improbable, the 
parliament would agree, he infifted and faid, My lord, i 
you will flick firm to honef? men, you foall find yourself at the 
head of an army, which foail -ive law both to king and par- 
liament. “© This difcourfe,” continued Manchefter, 
(<4 
2/0n me, becaufe I knew 
the lieutenant-general to be a man of very deep de- 
entured to tell] me, that it 
never would be well with England till J was Mr 
Montague, and there was ne’er a lord or peer in the 


»”” So full was Cromwel of thefe republican 


made the greater impreffio: 


“c 


figns; and he has even y 


§* kingdom 


™ Clarendon, vol, vy, p, 56% D Idem ibid, Pp» 562. 


projects, 
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projects, that, notwithftanding his habits of profound 
hypocrify, be could not fo carefully guard his expreflions, 
but that fometimes his favourite notions would efcape 
him. 

Turse violent diflentions brought matters to extre- 
mity, and puthed the independents to the execution of 
their defigns. The prefent generals, they thought, were 
more defirous of protracting than finifhing the wat; and 
having entertained a {chemte for preferving {till fome ba- 
Jance in the conftitution, they were afraid of entirely fub- 
duing the king, and reducing him to a condition, where 
he fhould not be intitled to afk any conceflions. A new 
model alone of the army could bring compleat victory to 
the parliament, and free the nation from thofe calamities, 
under which it laboured. But how to-effect this project 
was the difficulty. The authority, .as well as merits, of 
Effex was very great with the parliament. .Not only he 
had ferved them all along with the moft exact and fcru- 
pulous honour : It was, in fome meafure, owing to his 
popularity; that they had ever been enabled to levy an 
army or make head againft the royal caufe. Manchef- 
ter, Warwic, and the other commanders had likewife 
great credit with the public; nor were there any hopes of 
prevailing over them, but by laying the plan of an oblique 
and artificial attack, which would conceal the real pur- 
pofe of their antagonilts. The Scots and Scotch com- 
miffioners, jealous of the progrefs of the independents, 
were a new obftacle; which, without the utmoft art and 
fubtlety, it would be dificult to furmount °. The 
methods, by which this intrigue was conducted, are fo 
fingular, and fhow fo fully the genius of the age, that 
we fhall give a detail of them, as they are delivered. by 
lord Clarendon, P. 
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c te P. A FAsT, on the laft Wednefday of every month, had 
LVII. 


tay been ordered by the parliament at the beginning of thefe 
1644. commotions; and their preachers, on that day, were 
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careful to keep alive, by their vehement declamations, 
the popular prejudices entertained againtt the king, againft 
prelacy, and againft popery. The king, that he might 
combat the parliament with their own weapons, ap- 
pointed likewife a monthly faft, when the people fhould 
be inftructed in the duties of loyalty and of fubmiffion to 
the higher powers; and he chofe the fecond Friday of 
every month for the devotion of the royalifts 9, It was 
now propofed and carried in parliament, by the inde- 
pendents, that a new and more folemn fait fhould be 
voted ; when they fhould implore th 


e divine affiftance for 

xtricating them from thofe perplexities, in which they | 
g 

were at prefent involved. O the preachers, 


care to treat of the 
: reigning divifions in the par iament, and afcribed them 


» purfued by the members. In 
the hands of thofe members 


after many political pray 


entirely to the felfith ends 


¢ army, all the lucrative 


offices in the civil adminiftration - And while the nation 


is falling every day into poverty, and groans under an 

3 ‘thefe men multiply poffef- 
and will, ina little time, be matters 
That fuch perfons, 
1eir country, will ever 
for bringing them to 4 
period, or enfuring a final fuccef 


ef 
et 


infupportable load of taxes 


fion on 


Sah eee eet 
of all the wealth 


embrace any effect 


S to the war, cannot 

Lingering expedients alone | 
will be purfued : And operations in the field concurring, 
in the fame pernicious end, with delibe 


erations in the 
cabinet; civil commotions will, forever, be perpetuated 


reafonably be ex; 


4 Rufhworth, vol. vi, P» 364, 
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in the nation. After exaggerating thefe diforders, the C H A Ps 
minifters returned to their prayers; and befought the 0 y 
Lord, that he would take his own work into his own 1644 
hand; and if the inftruments, whom he-had, hitherto 
employed, were not worthy to bring to.a conclufion fo 
glorious a defign, that he would infpire others more fit, 
who might perfect what was begun, and by eftablifhing 
true religion, put a fpeedy period to the public miferies. 
On the day fubfequent to thefe devout animadverfions, 
when the parliament met, a new {pirit appeared in the 
looks of many. Sir Henry Vane told the commons, 
that, if ever God appeared to them, it was in the ordi- 
nances of yefterday : That, as he was credibly informed 
‘by many, who had been prefent in different congre- 
gations, the fame lamentations and difcourfes, which the 
godly preachers had made before them, had been heard in 
other churches: That fo remarkable a concurrence could 
proceed only from the immediate operation of the Holy 
Spirit: That he therefore intreated them, in vindication 
of their own honour, in confideration of their duty to 
God and-their country, to lay afide all private ends, and 
renounce every office, attended with profit or advantage: 
‘That the abfence of fo many members, occupied in dif- 
ferent employments, had rendered the houfe extremely 
thin, and diminifhed the authority of their determina- 
tions: And that he could not forbear, for his own part, 
accufing himfelf as one who enjoyed a gainful office, that 
of treafurer of the navy ; and though he was poflefled of 
it before the civil commotions, and owed it not to the 
favour of the parliament, yet was be ready to refign it, 
and to facrifice, to the welfare of his country, every con~ 
fideration of private intereft and advantage. 
Cromwet next acted his part, and commended the 
preachers for having dealt with them plainly and impar- 
tially, and told them of their errors, of which they were 
fo 
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CHA P. fo unwilling to’be informed. Though they dwelt on 
II Hi a ‘ Stic 
—+—— many things, he faid, on which he had never before re- 


flected ; yet, upon revolving them, he could not but 
confefs, that, till there was a perfect reformation in thefe 
particulars, nothing which they undertook could poflibly 
profper. The parliament, no doubt, continued he, had 
done wifely on the commencement of the war, in en- 
gaging feveral of its members in the moft dangerous parts 
of it; and thereby fatisfying the nation, that they in- 
tended to fhare all hazards with the meaneft of the people. 
But affairs are now changed, During the progrefs of 
militaty operations, there have arifen, in the parlia- 
» who are quali- 
fied for higher commands than they are now poflefled of, 


mentary armies, many excellent officers 


And though it becomes not men, ¢ngased in fuch a 


caufe, to put truf? in the arm of feo, yet he could affure 
them, that their troops contained generals, fit to com- 
mand in any enterprize in Chriftendom. © The army 
indeed, he was forry to fay, did not correfpond, by its 
difcipline, to the merit of the officers ; ‘nor were there 
any hopes, till the prefent vices and diforders, which 
prevail among the foldiers, were reprefled 
model, that their forces would ever be 


firnal fuccefs in any undertaking. 


by a new 
attended with 


In oppofition to this reafoning of the independents, 
‘many of the prefbyterians fhowed the inconvenience and 
danger of the projeéted alteration. Whitlocke, in ‘pars 
ticular, a man of honour, who loved his country, though,” 
in every change of government, he always adhered to 
the ruling power, faid, that befides the ingratitude of 
difcarding, and that by fraud and artifice, fo many noble 
perfons, to whom the parliament had hitherto owed its 
chief fupport ; they would find it extremely difficult to 
fupply the place of men, now formed by experience to 
command and authority: That the rank alone, pofleffed 


by 
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by fuch as were members of either houfe, prevented envy, 
retained the army in obedience, and gave weight to mili- 
tary orders: That greater confidence might fafely be 
repofed in men of family and fortune, than in mere ad= 
venturers, who would be apt to entertain feparate views 
from thofe which were embraced by the perfons, who 
employed them: That no maxim of policy was more 
undifputed, than the neceffity of preferving an ihfeparable 
connexion between the civil and military powers, and of 
retaining the latter in ftriét fubordination to the former : 
‘That the Greeks and Romans, the wifeft and moft paf- 
fionate lovers of liberty, had ever entrufted to their fena- 
tors the command of armies, and had maintained an 
unconquerable jealoufy of all mercenary forces: And 
that fuch men alone, whofe interefts were involved in 
thofe of the public, and who poflefied a vote in the civil 
deliberations, would fufficiently refpect the authority of 
parliament, and never could be tempted to turn the fword 
againft thofe, by whom it was committed to them *. 
NotwiTHsTANDING thefe reafonings, a committee 
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Self-deny- 


was chofen to frame what was called the Se/f-denying ing or¢i- 


ordinance, by which the members of both houfes were 
excluded from all civil and military employments, except 
a few offices which were fpecified. This ordinance was 
the fubject of great debate, and, for a long time, rent 
the parliament and city into factions. But, at laft, by 
the prevalence of envy with fome; with others, of falfe 
modefty; with a great many, of the republican and 
independent views; it pafled the houfe of commons, 
and was ‘fent to the upper houfe, The peers, though 
the fcheme was, in part, levelled againft their order ; 
though all of them were, at bottom, extremely averfe to 
it; though they even ventured once to reject it; yet 
poffeffed fo little authority, that they durft not perfeverg 


* Whitlocke, p.114, 115s Rubh, vol. vii, p. 6» 


nance. 


CHAP 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


Warwic, Manchefter, Denbigh, Waller, Brereton, and 


better policy, 


“in oppofing the refolution of the commons; and they 
i—,—J thought it 


by an unlimited compliance, to 
ward off that ruin, which they faw approaching *. ~The 
ordinance, therefore, having paffed both houfes, Effex, 


many others, 1efigned their commands, and received the 


thanks of. p: 


iament for their good fervices. 


A penfion 


of ten thoufand pounds a year was fettled on Effex. 


Ir was agreed to recruit the army to 22,000 men; and 


Sir Thomas Fairfax was appointed general ‘, 
markable, that his commif 


Effex, in the name of the kine and. parliament, but in 
> § I 3 


It is re- 


ion did not run, like that of 


that of the parliament alone: And the article concerning 


the fafety of the king’s perfon was omitted, 
had animofities encreafed between the parties ", 


So much 
Crom- 


wel, being a member of the lower houfe, fhould have 


been difcarded with the others ; 


but this impartiality 


would have difappointed all the views of thofe, who had 
introduced the felf-denying ordinance, 


He was faved by 


a fubtilty, and by that political craft, in which he was fo 
eminent. At the time, when the other officers refigned 
their commiffions, care was taken, that he fhould be fent 


with a body of horfe, to relftve ‘Taunton, 


the royalifts. 


difpatched for his immediate attendance in pa 
and the new general was dire@ted to em 


officer in tha 


, 
befieged by 


His abfence being remarked, orders were 


t fervice, 


he would take his place in the houfe. 


having appoi 


nted 


* Ruth, vol, vii, p. 8, 16, 


vil. p. 7. 


w Whitlacke, p, 


a rendezvous of the arm 
parliament, and defired leave 
lieutenant-general Cromwel 


* Whitlocke, p. 118, 


nn 
333. 


arliament ; 


ploy fome other 
A ready compliance was feigned ; 


and the very day was named, on which, it was averred, 


But Fairfax, 


Y, wrote to the 
to retain, for fome days, 
» Whofe advice, he faid, 


Rohh, vol, 


would 
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would be ufeful, in fupplying the place of thofe officers, © BA Pe 
who had refigned. Shortly after, he begged, with much x pon , 
earneftnefs, that they would allow Cromwel to ferve that 1545+ 
campaign’ “. And thus the independents, though the 
minority, prevailed by art and cunning over the prefby- 
terians, and beftowed the whole military authority, in 
appearance, upon Fairfax 5 in reality, upon Cromwel. 

. 

Farrrax was a perfon equally eminent for courage Fairfax. 
and for humanity; and though ftrongly infected with 
“prejudices or principles, derived from religious and party 
veal, he feems never, in the courfe of his public conduct, 
to have been feduced, by private intereft or ambition, 
from adhering ftritly to thefe principles. Sincere in his 
profeffions ; difinterefted in his views ; open in his con- 
du&; he had formed one of the moft fhining characters 
of thatage; had not the extreme narrownefs of his genius, 
jn every thing but in war, and his embarrafled and confufed 
élocution, on every occafion but when he gave orders, 
diminifhed the luftre of his merit, and rendered the part, : 
which he aéted, even when vefted with the fupreme 
cominand, but fecondary and fubordinate. 


Cromwet, by whofe fagacity and infinuation Fairfax cromwel. 
was entirely governed, is one of the moft eminent and 
mott fingular perfonages, that occurs in hiftory: The 
ftrokes of his-charaéter are as open and ftrongly marked, 
as the fchemes of his conduct were, during the time, 
dark and impenetrable. His extenfive capacity enabled 
him to form the -moft enlarged projects: His enterprizing 
genius was not difmayed with the boldeft and moft.dan- 
gerous. Carried, by his natural temper, to magnanimity, 
to. grandeur, and to an imperious and domineering 
policy; he yet knew, when _neceflary, to employ the 
moft profound diffimulation, the moft oblique and refine 


w Olarendon, vol. vs ps 629, 632% Whitlocke, pr 143 
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A friend to juftice, though his public con- 
duct was one continued violation of it; devoted to reli- 
gion, though he perpetually employed it as the inftru- 
ment of his ambition; he was engaged in crimes from 
the profpect of fovereign. power, a temptation which is, 
in general, irrefiftible to human nature. _ And by ufing 
well that authority, which he had attained by fraud and 
violence, he has lefiened, if not overpowered, our detef- 
tation of his enormities, by our admiration of his fuccefs 
and of his genius. 

Duruine this important tranfaction of the felf-denying 
ordinance, the negotiations for peace were likewife car» 
ried on, though with fmall-hopes of fuccefs. The king 
having fent.two meflages,. one from Evefham *,. another 


> 


from ‘Taviftocke ”, defiring a treaty, the parliament dif= 
patched commiffioners to Oxford, with propofals, as 
high. as if they had obtained a.compleat victory z. The 
advantages gained during the campaign, and the great 
diftrefles of the royalifts, had much elevated their hopes; 
and they were refolved to repofe no truft in men, en- 
flamed with the higheft animofity againft them, and who, 
were they poflefled of power, were fully authorized by 
law to punifh all their opponents as rebels and traitors. 
Tue king, when he confidered the propofals and the 
difpoition of the parliament, could not expect any 


‘accommodation, and had no profpeét but of war, or of 


total fubmiffion and fubjection: Yet, in order to fatisfy 
his own party, who were impatient for peace, he agreed 
to fend the duke of Richmond and earl of Southampton, 
with an anfwer to the propofals of the parliament, and 
at the fame time to defire a treaty upon their mutual 
demands and pretenfions *. It now became neceflary for 


x 4th of July, 1644. ¥ 8th of Sept. 1644. Z Dugdale, 
P+ 737e Roth, vol, vir pe 85007 @ Whitlocke, p, x0, 


him 
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him to retract his former declaration, that the two houfes 
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at Weftminfter were not a free parliament ; and accord-  ——~—s 


ingly, he was induced, though with great reluctance, to 
give them, in his anfwer, the appellation of the parlia- 
ment of England. But it appeared afterwards, by a 
letter, which he wrote to the queen, and of which a 
copy was taken at Nafeby, that he fecretly entered an 
explanatory proteftation in his council-book ; and he 
pretended, that, though he had called them the parlia~ 
ment, he had not thereby acknowledged them for fuch ‘. 
This fubtlety, which has been frequently objected to 
Charles, is the moft noted of thofe very few inftances, 
from which the enemies of this prince have endeavoured 
to load him with the imputation of infincerity; and have 
inferred, that the parliament could repofe no confidence 
in his. profeffions and declarations, not even in his laws 
and ftatutes. . There is, however, it muft. be confefled, 
a difference univerfally avowed between fimply giving to 
men the appellation, which they afflume, and the formal 
acknowledgment of their title to it; nor is any thing 
more common and familiar in all public tranfactions. 


Tur time and place of treaty being fettled, fixteen 
commiffioners from the king met at Uxbridge with twelve 
authorized by the parliarment, attended by the Scotch 
commiffioners. It was agreed, that the Scotch and par- 
liamentary commiffioners fhould give in- their demands 
with regard to three important articles, religion, the 
militia, and Freland ; and that thefe fhould be fucceffively 


b Whitlocke, p. x11--. Dugdale, p. 743. ¢ His words are, 
«As for my calling thofe at London a parliament, I fhall refer thee to Digby 
for particular fatisfaction ;, this in general : If there had been but two 
befides myfelf, of my opinion, I had not done it; and the argument, that 
prevailed with me was, that the calling did no ways acknowledge them to 
be a parliament; upon which condition and conftruétion I did it, and no 
otherwife; and accordingly it is regif'ered in the council bo 


cs, with the 
“ 


ned,  Rufh, 
y 


council's unanimous approbation.’” Tbe Aing’s cabinet “of 
vol, viv P. 943s 
examined 


1645 


30h Jats 


32 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


C HA Ps examined and difcufled in conferences with the kino’s 


LVI, 


~——) commiffioners ‘. It was foon found impraéticable to 


1645. 


come to any agreement with regard to any of thefe arti- 
cles. 


In the fummer 1643, while the negotiations were car- 
ried on with Scotland, the parliament had fummoned an 
afflembly at Weltminfter, compofed of 121 divines and 
30 laymen, celebrated in their party for piety and learn 
ing. By their advice, alterations were made in the thirty- 
nine articles, or in the metaphyfical doétrines of the 
church ; and, what was of greater importance, the’ li- 
turgy was entirely abolifhed, and, in its ftead, a new 
directory for worfhip was eftablithed ; by which, fuitably 
to the fpirit of the puritans, the utmoft liberty, both in 
praying and preaching, was indulged to the public 
teachers. By the folemn league and covenant, epifcopacy 
was abjured, as deftr rudtive ‘of all true piety’ and a 
national engagement, attended with every circumftance, 
which could render a promife’ facred and obligatory, was 
entered into with the Scots, never to fuffer its re-admif- 
fion. All thefe meafures fhowed little fpirit of accom- 
modation in the parliament; and the king’s commiffion- 
ers were not furprized to find the eftablifhment of pref- 
bytery and the directory pofitively demanded, together 
with the fubfcription of the covenant, both by the king 
and kingdom «, 


Hap 


4 Whitlocke, p. 127. Dugdale, p. 758. € Such love of con- 
tradiftion prevailed in the parliament, that they had converted Chriftmas, 
which, with the churchmen, was a great feftival, into a folemn faft and 
humiliation; In order,”” as they faid, “ that it might call to remem- 
«© brance our fins and the fins of our fiche who, pretending to cele- 
** brate the memory of Chrift, have turned this feaf into an extreme for- 
“* getiuinefs of him, by giving liberty to carnal and fenfual dclights.”” 
Rufp. vol. vi. ps 817. It is remarkable, that, as the parliament*abolifhed 
all holy days, and feverely prohibited all amufement on the fabbath:; and 
even burned, by the hands of the hangman, the king’s book of fports ; the 
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Hab Charles been of a difpofition to negleét all theo- 
logical controverfy; he yet had been obliged, in good 
policy, to adhere to epifcopal jurifdi€tion, not only 
becaufe it was favourable to monarchy, but becaufe all 
his adherents were paffionately devoted to it; and to 
abandon them, in what they regarded as fo important an 
article, was for ever to relinquifh their friendfhip end 
afiiftance. But Charles had never attained fuch enlarged 
principles. He efteemed bifhops effential to the very 
being of a chriftian church; and he thought himfelf 
bound, by more facred ties, than thofe of policy, or even 
ef honour, to the fupport of that order. His cenceflions 
therefore, on this head, he judged fufficient, when he 
agreed, that an indulgence fhould be givem to tender 


nation found, that there was no time left for relaxation or diverfion. Upon 
application, therefore, of the fervants and apprentices, the parliament 
appointed the fecond: Tuefday of every month for play and recreation. Ruf, 
yol. vii, p, 460. Whislocke, p. 247. But thefe inftitutions, they found 
great difficulty ‘to execute; and the people were refolved to.be merry when 
they pleafed, not when the parliament fhould prefcribe to them. The keep= 
jag of Chriftmas holy-days was Jong a great mark of malignancy, and very 
feverely cenfured by the commons. Whislocke, p. 286, Even minced pyes, 
which cuftom had made a Chriftmas dith among the churchmen, was, re+ 
garded, during that feafon, as a profane and fuperftitious viand by the feéta- 
ries ; though at other times it agreed very well with their ftomachs. In the 
parliamentary ordinance too, for the obfervance of the fabbath, they inferted 
a claufe for the taking down of may-poles, which they called a heathenith 
vanity. Since we are upon this fubjeGt, it may not be amifs to mention, 
that, befide fetting apart Sunday for the ordinances, as they called them, 
the godly had regular meetings on the Thurfdays for refolving cafes of con- 
feience, and conferring about their progrefs in grace. What they were 
chiefly anxious about, was the fixing the precifé moment of their converfion 
or new birth ; and whoever could not afcertain fo difficult a point of calcue 
lation, could not pretend to any title to fainthhip, The profane {cholars at 
Oxford, after the parliament became mafters of that town, gave to the 
hovfe, in which the zealots affembled, the denomination of Scruple-Shop + 
The zealots, in their turn, infulted the {cholars and profeffors; and, in- 
trading into the place of leftures, declaimed againft human learning, and 
challenged the moft knowing of them to prove that their calling was from 
Chrift, See Wood’s Fafii Oxonienfes, p- 749. 
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e pon confciences with regard to ceremonies; that the bifhops 
—,— fhould exercife no act of jurifdiétion or ordination, with- 
1645- out the confent and counfel of fuch prefbyters as fhould 
be chofen by the clergy of each diocefe; that they fhould 

refide conftantly in their diocefe, and be bound to preach 

every Sunday ; that pluralities be abolifhed ; that abufes 

in ecclefiaftical courts be redreffed ; and that a hundred 
thoufand pounds be levied from the bifhops’ eftates and 


the chapter lands, for payment of debts contraéted by ° 


the parliament §. Thefe conceffions, though’ confider- 
able, gave no fatisfaction to the parliamentary commif- 
fioners ; and, without abating any thing of their rigor on 
this head, they proceeded to their demands with regard 
to the militia. 

Tue king’s partizans had all along maintained, that 
the fears and jealoufies of the parliament, after the fecu- 
rities fo early and eafily given to public liberty, were 
either feigned or groundlefs; and that no human infti- 
tution could be better poized and adjufted, than was now 
the government of England, By the abolition of the 
ftar-chamber and court.of high commiffion, the preroga- 
tive, they faid, has loft all that coercive power, by which 
it had formerly fuppreffed or endangered liberty: By the 
eftablifhment of triennial parliaments, it can have no 
leifure to acquire new powers, or guard itfelf, during any 
time, from the infpection of that vigilant aflembly : By 
the flender revenue of the crown, no king can ever attain 
fuch influence as to procure a repeal of thefe falutary 
ftatutes: And while the prince commands no mercenary 
forces, he will in vain, by violence, attempt an infringe- 
ment of laws, fo clearly defined by means of late dif- 
putes, and fo paffionately cherifhed by all his fubjeats, 
In this fituation furely, the nation, governed by fo vir- 
tuous a monarch, may, for the prefent, remain in tran- 


f Dugdale, p. 779, 780. 
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quillity, and try, whether it be not poffible, by peace- © ne P. 
ful arts, to elude that danger, with which, it is pre- Esky 
tended, its liberties are ftill threatened. 1645. 
’ Bur though the royalifts infifted on thefe plaufible 
topics, before the commencement of war, they were 
obliged to own, that the progrefs of civil commotions 

had fomewhat abated the force and evidence of this rea~ 
foning. If the power of the militia, faid the oppofite 

party, be entrufted to the king, it would not now be dif- 

ficult for him to abufe that authority. By the rage of 
inteftine difcord, his partizans are enflamed into an 
extreme hatred againft their antagonifts ; and have con- 
traéted, no doubt, fome prejudices againft popular privi- 

leges, which, in their apprehenfion, have been the fource 

of fo much diforder. Were the arms of the ftate, there- 

fore, put entirely into fuch hands ; what public fecurity, 

it may be demanded, can be given to liberty, or what 
private fecurity to thofe, who, in oppofition to the letter 

of the law, have fo generoufly ventured their lives in its 
defence ?. In compliance with this apprehenfion, Charles 
offered, that the arms of the ftate fhould be entrufted, 
during three years, to twenty commiffioners, who fhould 

be named, either by common agreement between him 

and the parliament, or one half by him, the other by the 
parliament. And, after the expiration of that term, he 
infifted, that his conftitutional authority over the militia 

fhould again return to him &. 

Tue parliamentary commiffioners at firft demanded, 
that the power of the fword fhould for ever be entrufted | 
to fuch perfons, as the parliament alone fhould appoint >: 
But afterwards, they relaxed fo far, as to require that 
authority only for feven years; after which, it was not 
to return to the king, but to be fettled by bill, or by 
common agreement between him and his parliament 4, 


% Dugdale, p. 798» b Ibid. p, 7920 i Thid. p, 820. 
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The king’s commiftioners afked, Whether jealoufies and 
fears were all on one fide, and whether the prince, from 
fuch violent attempts and pretenfions,as he had experi- 
enced, had not, at leaft, as great reafon to entertain 
apprchenfions for his authority, as they for their liberty ? 
Vaether there were any equity, in fecuring only one 
party, and leaving the other, during the {pace of feven 
years, entirely at the mercy of their enemies ? Whether, 
if unlimited power were entrufted to the parliament 
during fo long a period, it would not be cafy for them to 
frame the fubfequent bill in the manner moft arreeable to 
themfelves, and. kecp for ever pofleflion of the fword, as 
well as of every article of civil power and jurifdiction: *? 

‘Fue truth is, after the commencement of war, it was 
very dificult, if not impoffible, to find fecurity for both 
parties, efpecially for that of the parliament. Amidft 
fuch violent animofities, power alone could enfure fafety-; 
andthe power of one fide was neceflarily attended with 
danger to the other. Few or no inftances occur in hifs 
tory. of an.equal, peaceful, and durable accommodation, 
that has been concluded between two factions, which 
have been enflamed into civil war. 

Wt regard. to Ireland, there were no greater hopes 
of agreement between the parties. ‘The parliament de- 
mended, that: the truce with the rebels fhould be declared 
null; that the management of the war fhould be given 
over entirely to the parliament; and that after the con- 
queft of Ireland, the nomination of the lord lieutenant 
and of the judges, or in other words, the fovereignty of 
that kingdom, fhould likewife remain in their hands | 

W. 


: 
HAT rendered a) peaceful accommodation more def. 
perate was, that. the demands on thefe three heads, 
however. exorbitant, were acknowledged, by the parlia~ 
mentary commifioners, to be nothing but preliminaries, 
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proceed to the difcuffion .of thofe other demands, fill Wawra 


more exorbitant, which, a little before, had been tranf- 
mitted tothe king at Oxford. Such ignominious terms 
were there infifted on, as worfe could ss be de- 
manded, were Charles totally vanquifhed, a prifoner, 
and in chains. The king was required to attaint and 
except from a general pardon, forty of the moft confider- 
able of his Englith fubjests, and nineteen of his Scotch, 
together with all popifh recufants in both kingdoms, 
who had borne arms for him, It was infilted, that forty- 
eight more, with all the members who had fat in eithe 
houfe at Oxford, all lawyers and divines who had em- 


braced the king’s party, fhould be rendered incapable of 


any office, be forbid the exercife of their profeffion, be 
prohibited from coming within the verge of the court, 
and forfeit the third of their eftates to the parliament. It 
was required, that whoever had borne arms for the king, 
fhould forfeit the tenth of their eftates, or if that did not 
fuffice, the fixth, for the payment of public debts. As 
if royal authority were not fufficiently annihilated by fuch 
terms, it was demanded, that the court of wards fhould 
be abolifked; that all the confiderable officers of the 
crown, and all the judges, fhould be appointed by par- 
liament; and that the right of peace and war fhould not 
be exercifed without the confent of that aflembly ". The 
prefbyterians, it muft be confeffed, after infifting on fuch 
conditions, differed only in words from the independents, 
who required the eftablifament of a pure republic. When 
the debates had been carried on to no purpofe, during 
twenty days, among the comm fioners, they feparated, 
and returned; thofe of the king, to Oxford, thofe of the 
parliament, to London. 


‘ 
, 
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cHap, Axtirr_e before the commencement of this fruitlefs 


LVII. 


1645. 


Execution 
of Laud, 


, tfeaty, a deed was executed by the parliament, which 
proved their determined refolution to yield nothing, but 
to proceed in the fame violent and imperious manner, 
with which they had, at firft, entered on thefe dangerous 
enterprizes. Archbifhop Laud, the moft favoured minif- 
ter of the king, was brought to the feaffold; and in this 
inftance, the public might fee, that popular affemblies, 
as, by their very number, they are, in a great meaf{ure, 
exempt from the reftraint of fhame, fo, when they alfo 
6verleap the bounds of law, naturally break out inte 


acts of the greateft tyranny and injuftice. 


From the time, that Laud had been committed, the 
houfe of commons, engaged in enterprizes of greater 
moment, had found no leifure to finifh his impeachment; 
and he had patiently endured fo long an imprifonment, 
without being brought to any trial. After the union with 
Scotland, the bigotted prejudices of that nation revived 
the like fpirit in England; and the fe&taries refolved to 
gratify their vengeance in the punifhment of this prelate, 
who had fo long, by his authority, and by the execution 
of penal laws, kept their zealous fpirit under confine- 
ment. He was accufed of high treafon, in endeavouring 
to fubyert the fundamental Jaws, and of other high 
erimes and mifdemeanots. The fame illegality of an 
accumulative crime and a conftru@ive evidence, which 
appeared in the cafe of Strafford; the fame violence and 
iniquity in conducting the trial, are con{picuous through- 
out the whole courfe of this profecution. The ground. 
lefs charge of popery, though belied by his whole life 
and conduct, was continually urged againft the prifoner ; 
and every error rendered unpardonable by this imputation, 
which was fuppofed to imply the height of all enor- 
mities, This man, my lords,” faid ferjeant Wilde, 

concluding. 
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concluding his long fpeech againft him, “ is like Naa- 
“* man the Syrian; a great man, but a leper 6,7. 

WE fhall not enter into 4 detail of this matter, which, 
dt prefent, feems to admit of little controverfy. It fuf- 
fices to fay, that, after 4 long trial, and the examination 
of above a hundred and fifty witneffles, the commons 
found fo little likelihood of obtaining a judicial fentence 
againft Laud, that they were obliged to have recourfe to 
their legiflative authority, and to pafs an ordinance for 
takitig away the life of this aged prelate. Notwith- 
ftanding the low condition, into which the houfe of 
peers were fallen, there appeared fome intention of re= 
jesting this ordinance; arid the popular leaders were 
again obliged to apply to the multitude, and to extin- 
guifh, by threats of new tumults, the fmall remains of 
liberty, poffeffed by the upper houfe. Seven peers alone 
voted in this important queftion. The reft, either from 
fhame or fear, took Care to abfent themfelves °. 

Laup, who kad behaved during his trial with fpirit 
and vigor of genius, funk not under the horrors of his 
execution; but though he ufually profefled himfelf appre- 
henfive of a violent death, he found all his fears to be 
diffipated before that fuperior courage, by which he was 
dnimated.. “ Noone,” faid he, “* can be more willing 
“° to fend me out of life, than I am defirous to go.” 
Even upon the fcaffold, and during the intervals of his 
prayers, he was harrafled and molefted by Sir John Clot- 
worthy, a zealot of the reigning fect, and a great leader 
in the lower houfe: This was the time he chofe for ex- 
amining the principles of the dying primate, and tre- 
paning him into a confeffion, that he trufted, for his fal- 
vation, to the merits of good works, not to the death of 
the Redeemer ?. Having extricated him(elf from thefe 

a Rufh, vol, vir p. 330. @ Warwick, p- 199. 
P Ruth, vol, vie pe 338, 339- 
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CHAP, theological toils, the archbifhop laid His head ‘on the 
‘ ae , block ; and it was fevered from the body at one blow % 
1645, Thofe religious opinions, for which he fuffered, con- 
tributed, no doubt, tothe courage and conftancy of his 
end. Sincere, he undoubtedly ‘was, and however mif- 
guided, actuated by pious motives in all his purfuits; 
and it is to be regretted, that a man of fuch {pirit, who 
conducted his enterprizes with fo much warmth and 
induftry, had not entertained more enlarged views, and 
embraced principles more favourable to the general hap- 

pinefs of fociety. 

THE great and important advantagey which the party 
gained by Strafford’s death, may, in fome degree, palli- 
ate the iniquity of the fentence pronounced againft him: 
But the execution of this old infirm prelate, who had fo 
long remained an inoffenfive prifoner, can be afcribed to 
nothing but vengeance and bigotry in thofe feverereligion- 
ifts, by whom the parliament was entirely governed, 
That he deferved a better fate. was not queftioned by any 
reafonable man: The degree of his merit, in other 
re{pects, was difputed. Some accufed him of recom- 
mending flavifh doctrines, of promoting perfeeution, and 
of encouraging fuperftition; while others thought, that 
his conduét, in thefe three particulars, would admit of 
apology and extenuation. 

Tuat the setter of the law, as much as the moft 
flaming court-fermon, inculcates paflive obedience; is 
very apparent: And though the /pirit of a limited go- 
vernment feems to require, in extraordinary cafes, fome 
mitigation of fo rigorous a doétrine; it muft be con- 
fefled, that the preceding genius of the Englifh contti« 
tution had rendered a miftake in this particular very natu- 
ral and excufable. To infli@ death at leaft on thofe, 
who depart from the exact line of truth in thefe nice 


s 
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queftions ; fo far from being favourable to national © HA 

liberty; favours ftrongly of the fpirit of tyranny and Uarw 

profeription. 1655 
ToLerATiow had hitherto been fo little the principle 

of any chriftian feet, that even the catholics, the rem- 

nant of ithe religion profeffed by their anceftors, could 

not obtain from the Enelifh the leaft indulgence. ‘This 

very houfé of commons, in their famous remonftrance, 

took care to juftify themfelves, as from the higheft impu- 

tation, ‘from’ any intention to ‘relax the golden reins of 

difcipline, as they called them, or to grant any tolera- 

tion ": And the enemies of the church were fo fair from 

the beginning, as not to lay claim to liberty of confcience, 

which they called a toleration for foul murder. They 

openly challenged the fuperiority, and even menaced the 

eftablithed church with that perfecution, which they after- 

wards exercifed*againft her with fuch feverity. And if 

the queftion be confidered in the view of policy ; though 

a fect, already formed and advanced, may, with good 

reafon, demand a toleration ; what title had the puritans 

to this indulgence, who were juft on the point of fepa- 

ration from the church, and whom, it might be hoped, 

fome wholfome and legal feverities would {till retain in 

obedience * ? 


WHATEVER ridicule, to a philofophical mind, may 
be thrown on pious ceremonies, it muft be confefled, 
that, during a very religious age, no inftitutions can be 
more advantageous to the rude multitude, and tend more 
to mollify that fierce and gloomy fpirit of devotion, to 
which they are fubject. Even the Englifh church, though 
it had retained a fhare of popifh ceremonies, may juftly 
be thought too naked and unadorned, and itil] to ap- 
proach too near the abftract and fpiritual religion of the 


puritans. Laud and his aflociates, by reviving a few 
® Nalfon, vol, ii. p. 705. 8 See note [A] at the end of the volume, 
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primitive inftitutions. of this nature; corrected the error 
of the firft reformers, and prefented, to the affrightened 
and aftonifhed mind, fome fenfible, exterior obfervances, 
which might occupy it during its religious exercifes, and 
abate the violence of its difappointed efforts. The 
thought, no longer bent on that divine and myfterious 
effence, fo fuperior to the narrow Capacities of mankind, 
was able, by means of the new model of devotion, to 
relax itfelf in the contemplation of pictures, poftures; 
veftmeénts, buildings ; and all the fine arts, which minif- 
ter to religion, thereby received additional encouragement: 
The primate, it is true, conduéted this {cheme, not with 
the enlarged fentiments and cool refle@tion of a legiflator; 
but with the intemperate zeal of -a fectary; and by over- 
looking the circumftances of the times, ferved rather to 
enflame that religious fury, which he meant to reprefs, 
But this blemifh is more to be regarded as a general 
imputation on the whole age, than any particular failing 
of Laud’s; and it is fufficient for his vindication to 
obferve, that his errors were the moft excufable of all 
thofe, which prevailed during that zealous period. 
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Montrofe’s victories ——The new model of the army 
— Battle of Nafeby——Surrender of Briftal 


——The weft conquered by Fairfax Defeat of _ 
Montrofe Ecclefiaftical affairs King goes to 


the Scots at Newark End of the war—— 
King delivered up by the Scots. 


HILE the king’s affairs declined in England, c y a p, 

fome events happened in Scotland, which feemed LVIIl. 
to promife him a more profperous iffue of the quarrel. 1645 

Berore the commencement of thefe civil diforders, Montrof’s 

the earl of Montrofe, a young nobleman of a diftin- vidories. 
guifhed family, returning from his travels, had been 
introduced to the king, and had made an offer of his fer-~ 
vices; but by the infinuations of the marquefs, after- 
wards duke of Hamilton, who pofleffed much of Charles’s 
confidence, he had not been received with that diftinc- 
tion, to which he thought him(elf juftly intitled *. Dif- 
gufted with this treatment, he had forwarded all the 
violence of the covenanters ; and agreeably to the natu- 
ral ardour of his genius, he had employed himfelf, dur- 
ing the firft Scottifh infurrection, with great zeal as well 
as fuccefs, in levying and conducting their armies. Being 
commiffioned by the Tables to wait upon the king, while 
the royal army lay at Berwic, he was fo gained by the 
civilities and carefles of that monarch, that he thence- 
forth devoted himfelf entirely, though fecretly, to his 
fervice, and entered into a clofe correfpondence with 
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€ HAP.him. In the fecond infurrection, a great military com- 


LVI 


, mand was entrufted to him by ithe covenanters ; and he 


4645. 


was the firft that pafled the Tweed, at the head of their 
troops, in the invafion of England. He found means, 
however, foon after to convey a letter to the kine: And 
by the infidelity of fome about that prince; Hamilton, 
as was fuipected; a copy of this letter was fent to Leven, 
the Scotch general. Being accufed.of treachery, and a ~ 


correfpondence with the enemy, Montrofe openly avewed 
the letter; and afked the generals, if they dared to call 
their fovereign an enemy: And by this bold and mag- 
nanimous behaviour, he efcaped the danger of an imme- 
diate’ profecution. As he was now fully known to be of 
the royal party, he no longer concealed his principles ; 


and he endeavoured to draw thofe, who had entertained 
like fentiments, into a bond of aflociation for his mafter’s 
fervice. Though thrown into prifon for this enterprize °, 
and detained fome time, he was not difcouraged ; but 
ftill continued, by his countenance and protection, to 
infufe ipirit into the diftreffed royalifts. Among other 
perfons -of diftinétion, who united themfelyes to him, 
was lord Napier of Merchifton, fon of the famous in- 
ventor of the logarithms, the perfon to whom the title 
of a'GREAT MAN is more juftly due, than to any other, 
whom his country ever produced. 

THERE was in Scotland another party, who, profefing 
equal attachment to the king’s fervice, pretended only to 
differ with Montrofe about the means of attaining: the 
fame end; and of that party, duke Hamilton was the 
leader. This nobleman shad caufe to. be extremely de- 
voted to the king, not only by reafon of the connexion of 


w Iris not improper to take notice of a miftake committed by Clarendon, 


much tothe difadvantage of this gallant nobleman’; that he offered the king, 
when his ma #28 in Scotland, to affaftinate Argyle. All the time the 
king was in Scotland, Montrof was confined) to prifon. Ruth. vol. vie 
P. 980. 
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blood, which: united him to the royal family; but on © a P, 
account of the great confidence and favour, with which y 

he had ever been honoured by his mafter. Being accuf fed 1645. 
by lord Rae, not without fome appearance or probability, 
of a confpiracy againft the king ; Charles was fo far from 
harbouring fufpicion againft the that, the very firft time 
Hamilton came to court, he received him into his bed- 
chamber, and pafled alone the night with him.¥, But 
fuch was the duke’s unhappy fate or conduct, that he 
efcaped not the imputation of treachery to his friend and 
fovereign ; and though heat laft facr ificed his life in the 
king’s fervice, his integrity and fincerity have not been 
thought by hiftorians entirely free frdm blemifh. Perhaps, 
(and this is the moft probable opinion) the fubtilties and 
tefinements of his condu& and his temporizing maxims, 
though accompanied with good intentions, have been the 
chief caufe of a fufpicion, web has never yet been either 
fully proved or refuted. As much as the bold and vivid 
fpirit of Montrofe prompted him to enterprizing mea- 
fures, as much was the cautious temper of Hamilton in- 
clined to fuch as were moderate and dilatory. While 
the former foretold, that the Scottifh covenanters were 
fecretly forming an union with the Englifh parliament, 
and inculcated’the neceflity of preventing them by fome 
vigorous undertaking; the latter {till infifted, that every 
fach attempt would precipitate them into meafures, to 
which, otherwife, they were not, perhaps, inclined, 
After the Scotch parliament was fummoned without the 
King’s authority, the former exclaimed, that their inten- 
tions were now vifible, and that, if fome unexpected 
blow was not ftruck, to diffipate them, they would arm 
the whole nation againft the king ; the latter maintained 
tlie pofibility of outvoting the difaffeGted party, and 
fecuring, by peaceful means, the allegiance of the Scotch 
nation *» Unhappily for the royal caufe, Hamilton’s 
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C HA P. reprefentations met with more credit from the king and 
isaac , queen, than thofe of Montrofe; and the covenanters 
#645. were allowed, without interruption, to proceed in all 
their hoftile meafures. Montrofe then haftened to Oxford; 
where his invectives againft Hamilton’s treachery, con- 
curring with the general prepoffeffion, and fupported by 
the unfortunate event of his counfels, were entertained 
with univerfal approbation. Influenced by the clamour 
of his party, more than his own fufpicions, Charles, as 
foon as Hamilton appeared, fent him prifoner to Pen- 
dennis caftle in Cornwall. His brother, Laneric, who 
was alfo put under confinement, found means to make 
his efcape, and to fly into Scotland. 

THE king’s ears were now open to Montrofe’s coun- 
fels, who propofed none but the boldeft and moft daring, 
agreeably to the defperate ftate of the royal caufe in Scot- 
Jand. ‘Though the whole nation was fubjected by the 
covenanters, though great armies were kept on foot by 
them, and every place guarded by a vigilant adminiftra- 
tion ; he undertook, by his own credit, and that of the 
few friends, who remained to the king, to raife fuch 
commotions, as would foon oblige the malcontents to 
recal thofe forces, which had fo fenfibly thrown the ba- 
lance in favour of the parliament y. Not difcouraged 
with the defeat at Marfton-moor, which rendered it 
impoffible for him to draw any fuccour from England ; 
he was content to ftipulate with the earl of Antrim, a 
nobleman of Ireland, for fome fupply of men from that 
country. And he himfelf, changing his difguifes and 
pafling through many dangers, arrived in Scotland; where 
he lay concealed in the borders of the Highlands, and 
fecretly prepared the minds of his partizans for attempt- 
ing fome great enterprize 2. 


¥ Withart, cap. 3. 2 Clarendon, vol. v, p, 618, Ruth, yol, vie 
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No fooner were the Irifh landed, though not exceed-C . AP. 
ing eleven hundred foot, very ill armed, than Montrofe viaenanee 
declared himfelf, and entered upon that fcene of action, 16456 
which has rendered his name fo celebrated. About eight 
hundred of the men of Athole flocked to his ftandard. 
Five hundred men more, who had been levied by the 
covenanters, were perfuaded to embrace the royal caufe : 
And with this combined force, he haftened to attack lord 
Elcho, who lay at Perth with an army of 6000 men, 
affembled upon the firft news of the Irifh invafion. Mon- 
trofe, inferior in number, totally unprovided of horfe, 
ill fupplied with arms and ammunition, had nothing to 
depend on, but the courage, which he himfelf, by his 
own example, and the rapidity of his enterprizes, fhould 
infpire into his raw foldiers. Having received the fire of 
the enemy, which was anfwered chiefly with a volley of 
ftones, he rufhed amidft them with his {word drawn, 
threw them into confufion, pufhed his advantage, and 
obtained a complete victory, with the flaughter of two 
thoufand of the covenanters *. : 

Tuts victory, though it augmented the renown of 
Montrofe, encreafed not his power or numbers, The 
far greater part of the kingdom was extremely attached to 
the covenant ; and fuch as bore an affection to the royal 
caufe, were terrified by the eftablifhed authority of the 
oppofite party. Dreading the fuperior power of Argyle, 
who, having joined his vaflals to a force levied by the 
public, was approaching with a confiderable army ; Mon- 
trofe haftened northwards, in order to rouze again the 
marquefs of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having 
before haftily taken arms, had been inftantly fupprefled by. 
the covenanters. He was joined on his march by the earl 
of Airly, with his two younger fons, Sir Thomas and 
Sir David Ogilvy: The eldeft was, at that time, a 
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‘ prifoner withi the enemy. /He attacked at Aberdeen ‘the 
lord Burley, who? commanded a férce. of 2500 ‘men, 
After a tharp combat, by his undaunted courage, which, 
in his fituation, was true policy, and was alfo not un- 
accompanied with military’ fill; he put the encray to 
flight, and in the purfuit did great execution upon theny >. 

Bur by this fecond advantage, he obtained not the 
end, which he propofed. The envious nature of Hunt- 
ley, jealous of Montrofe’s glory, rendered him averfe to 
join an-army, ‘where he himéelf ‘inuft be {o: much eclipfed 
by the fuperior merit of the general, Argyle, re-inforced 
by the earl of Lothian, was ‘behind him “with 4 great 
army: The militia of the northern counties, Murray, 
Rofs, Caithnefs, to the’ némber of 5000 men, oppofed 

him in front, and’ guarded the banks of the Spey, a deep 
and rapid’ river. In order to elude thefé numerous armies, 
he turned afide info the hills, and faved’ His weak, but 
active troops, in Badenoch. After fome marches and 


counter-marches, Argyle’ came up with him at Faivy- 


caftle. This nobleman’s character, though celebrated 
for political courage and condu&, was very low for mili- 
tary prowefs; and after fome fkirmifhes, in which he was 
worfted, he Here allowed Montiofe to efcape him. By 
quick marches, through thefe inaccefiible mountains, that 
general freed himfelf from the fupérior forces of the 
covenanters. 

Sucm was the fituation of Montrofe, that very good 
or very ill fortune was equally deftru@ive to him, and 
diminifhed his army. After every victory, his foldiers, 
greedy of {poil, but deeming the fmalleft acquifition to 
be unexhaufted riches, deferted in great numbers, and 
went home to fecure the treafures, which they had ac- 
quired. Tired’ too, and fpent with hafty and long 
marches, in the depth of winter, through fnowy moun- 
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tains unprovided of every neceflary, they fell off, and © B A 


ing no place, to. which they could retite, {till adhered to 
him in every fortune. 

Wird8 thefe, and fome reinforcement of the Athole- 
men, and Macdonalds whom he had recalled, Montrofe 
fell fuddenly upon Argyle’s country, and let loofe upon 
it all the rage of war; carrying off the cattle, burning 
the houfes, and putting the inhabitants to the fword, 
This feverity, by which Montrofe fullied his vi€tories, 
was the refult of private animofity againft the chieftain, 
as much as of zeal for the public caufe. Argyle, col- 


leting three thoufand mens marched in queft of the: 


enemy, who had retired with their plunder; and he lay 
at Innerlochy, fuppofing himfelf {till at a confiderable 
diftance from them. The earl of Seaforth, at the head 
of the garrifon. of Invernefs, who were veteran foldiers, 
joined to 5000 new levied troops of the northern coun- 
ties, prefied the royalifts on the other fide, and threat~ 
ened them with inevitable deftru@ion. By a quick and 
unexpected march, Montrofe haftened to Innerlochy, and 
prefented himfelf in order of battle, before the furprifed, 
but not affrightened, covenanters. Argyle alone, feized 
with a panic, deferted his army, who ftill. maintained 
their ground, and. gave battle to the royalifts. After a 
vigorous refiftance, they were defeated, and purfued wit 
great flaughter *. And the power of the Campbels (that 
is Argyle’s name) being thus broken; the highlanders, 
who were in ‘general well-affected to the royal caufe, 
began to join Montrofe’s camp, in great numbers. Sea- 
_ forth’s army difperfed of itfelf, at the very terror of his 
name. And lord Gordon, eldcft fon of Huntley, having 
efcaped from his uncle Argyle, who had hitherto de. 
tained him, now joined Montrofe, with no contemptible 
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number of his followers, attended by his brother, the 


os earl of Aboine. 


1645. 


THe council at Edinburgh, alarmed at Montrofe’s 
progrefs, began to think of a more regular plan of de- 
fence, againft an enemy, whofe repeated victories had 
rendered him extremely formidable. They fent for Baillie, 
an officer of reputation, from England; and joining him 
in command with Urrey, who had again inlifted himfelf 
among the king’s enemies, they fent them to the field, 


- with a confiderable army, againft the royalifts. Mon- 
Yo ag y 


trofe, with a detachment of 800 men, had attacked 
Dundee, a town extremely zealous for the covenant : 
And having carried it by aflault,, had delivered it up to 
be plundered by his foldiers; when Baillie and Urrey, 
with their whole force, were unexpeétedly upon him ¢, 
His conduct and prefence of mind, in’ this. emergence, 
appeared confpicuous, Inftantly he called off his foldiers 
from plunder, put them in order, fecured his retreat by 
the moft fkilful meafures; and having marched fixty 
miles in the face of an enemy much fuperior, without 
ftopping, or allowing his foldiers the leaft fleep or refrefh- 
ment, he at laft fecured himfelf in the mountains. 
Batirie and Urrey now divided their troops, in order 
the better to conduét the war againft an enemy, who fur~ 
prifed them, as much by the rapidity of his marches, as 
by the boldnefs of his enterprizes. Urrey, at the head 
ef 4000 men, met him at Alderne, near Invernefs; and,. _ 
encouraged by the fuperiority of number (for the cove- 
nanters were double the royalifts,) attacked him in the 
poft which he had chofen. Montrofe, having placed his. 
right wing in flrong ground, drew the beft of his forces. 
to the other, and left no main body between them; a 
defect which he artfully concealed, by fhowing a few 
men through the trees and buthes, with which that ground, 
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‘was covered. That Urrey might have no leifure to per- © a 
ceive the ftratagem, he inftantly led his left wing to the “pa: 
charge ; and, making a furious impreffion upon the cove- 1645. 
nanters, drove them off the field, and obtained a com- 
pleat victory *. In this battle, the valour of young 
Napier, fon to the lord of that name, fhone out with 
fignal luftre. : 

Barture now advanced, in order to revenge Urrey’s 
difcomfiture; but, at Alford, he met, himfelf, with a 
like fate‘. Montrofe, weak in cavalry, here lined his 
troops of horfe with infantry; and after putting the ene- 
mies’ horfe to rout, fell with united force upon their foot, 
who were entirely cut in pieces, though with the lofs of 
the gallant lord Gordon on the part of the royalifts 
And having thus prevailed in fo many battles, which his 
vigour ever rendered as decifive as they were fuccefsful ; 
he fummoned together all his friends and partizans, and 
prepared himfelf for marching into the fouthern provinces, 

‘in order to puta final period to the power of the cove- 
nanters, and diffipate the parliament, which, with great 
pomp and folemnity, they had fummoned to meet at St 
Johnftone’s. 

Wuite the fire was thus kindled in the north of the 
ifland, it blazed out with no lefs fury in the fouth: The 
parliamentary and royal armies, as foon as the feafon 
would permit, prepared to take the field, in hopes of 
bringing their important quarrel to a quick decifion. The 
paffing of the felf-denying ordinance had been protracted 
by fo many debates and intrigues, that the fpring was far 
advanced before it received the fanction of both houfes ; 
and i¢ was thought dangerous by many to introduce, fo 
hear the time of action, fuch great innovations into the 
army. Had not the punttilious principles of Effex 
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engaged him, amidft all the difgufts which he received, 


t———/ to pay implicit obedience to the parliament; this altera« 


1645. 


New model 


‘determined the fuccefs. 


tion had not been effected without fome fatal accident : 
Since, notwithftanding his prompt refignation of the 
command, a mutiny was generally apprehended °, ' Fair- 
fax, or more properly fpeaking, Cromwel under his 
name, introduced, at laft, the new model into the army, 
and threw the troops into a different fhape. From the 
fame men, new regiments and new companies were 
formed, different officers appointed, and the whole mili- 
tary force put into fuch hands, as the independents could 
rely on. Befides members of parliament who were ex- 
cluded, many officers, unwilling to ferve under the new 
generals, threw up their commiffions; and unwarily faci- 
litated the project of putting the army entirely into the 
hands of that fa¢tion. 

Tuovcn the difcipline of the former parliamentary 
army was not contemptible, a more exaét plan was intro- 
duced, and rigoroufly executed, by thefe new commanders. 
Valour indeed was very generally diffufed over the one 
party as well as the other, during this period: Difcipline 
alfo was attained by the forces of the parliament: But the 
perfection of the military art, in concerting the general 
plans of action, and the Operations of the field, feems 
ftill, on both fides, to have been, in a great meafure, 
wanting. Hiftorians at leaft, perhaps from their own 
ignorance and inexperience, have not remarked any 
thing but a headlong impetuous conduct ; 


each party 
hurrying to a battle, w 


here valour and fortune chiefly 
The great ornament of hiftory, 


during thefe reigns, are the civil, not the military trang- 
actions. . 


NEveR furely was a more fingular ar 
ef thearmy. than that which w. 


my aflembled, 
as now fet on foot by the parliament. 
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To the greateft number of the regiments, chaplains were © fy Boy 
not appointed: The-officers aflumed the fpiritual duty, wracww 
and united it with their military’funCtions. During the  *6:5: 
intervals of aétion, they occupied themfelves in fermons, 
prayers, exhortations; and the fame emulation, there, 
attended them, which, in the field, is fo neceflary to 
fupport the honour of that profeffion. Rapturous ecftafies 
fupplied the place of ftudy and refletion ; and while the 
zealous devotees poured out their thoughts in unpremedi- 
tated harangues, they miftook that eloquence, which, to 
their own furprize, as well as that of others, flowed in 
upon them, for divine illuminations, and for illapfes of 
the Holy Spirit. Wherever they were quartered, they 
excluded the minifter from his pulpit ; and, ufurping his 
place, conveyed their fentiments to the audience, with all 
the authority, which followed their power, their valour, 
and their military exploits, united to their appearing zeal 
and fervor. ‘The private foldiers, feized with the fame 
{pirit, employed their vacant hours in prayer, in perufing 
the Holy Scriptures, in ghoftly conferences ; where they 
compared the progrefs of their fouls in grace, and mutus 
ally ftimulated each other to farther advances in the great 
work of their falvation. When they were marching to 
battle, the whole field refounded, as well with pfalms 
and fpiritual fongs adapted to the occafion, as with the 
inftruments of military mufic'; and every man endea- 
youred to drown the fenfe of prefent danger, in the pro- 
fpe@ of that crown of glory, which was fet before him. 
In fo holy a caufe, wounds were efteemed meritorious: - 
death, martyrdom; and the hurry and dangers of action, 
inftead of banifhing their pious vifions, ferved rather to 
imprefs their minds more ftrongly with them, 

THE royalifts were defirous of throwing a ridicule on 
this fanaticifm of the parliamentary armies, without be- 
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CHA P.ing fenfible how much reafon they had to apprehend its 
LVIII 
—,— dangerous confequences. The forces, aflembled by the 
1645. king at Oxford, in the weft, and in other places, were 
equal, if not fuperior, in number, to their adverfaries 5 
put actuated by a very different fpirit. “That licence, 
which had been introduced by want of pay, had rifen to 
a great height among them, and rendered them more 
formidable to their friends than to their enemies. Prince 
Rupert, negligent of the people, fond of the: foldiery, 
had indulged the troops in unwarrantable liberties: Wil- 
mot, a man of diflolute manners, had promoted the fame 
fpirit of diforder: And the licentious Goring, Gerrard, 
Sir Richard Granville, now carried it to a great pitch of 
enormity. In the weft efpecially, where Goring com 
manded, univerfal fpoil and havoc were committed ; and 
the whole country was laid wafte by the rapine of the 
army. All diftinction of parties being in a manner 
dropped; the moft devoted friends of the church and 
monarchy wifhed there for fuch fuccefs to the parliamen- 
tary forces, as might put an end to thefe oppreffions. 
The country people, defpoiled of their fubftance, flocked 
together in feveral places, armed with clubs and flaves ; 
and though they profefled an enmity to the foldiers of 
both parties, their hatred was in moft places levelled 
chiefly againft the royalifts, from whom they had met 
with the worft treatment. Many thoufands of thefe tu- 
multuary peafants were aflembled in different parts of 
England; who deftroyed all fuch ftraggling foldiers as 
they met with, and much infefted the armies *. 

Tue difpofition of the forces on both fides, was as 
follows: Part of the Scottifh army was employed in tak- 
ing Pomfret, and other towns in Yorkfhire: Part of it 
befieged Carlifle, valiantly defended by fir Thomas Glen- 
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ham. Chefter, where Biron commanded, had long been © Me A Pe 
blockaded by fir William Brereton ; and was reduced to Regceiceno 


great difficulties, Theking, being joined by the princes, 
Rupert and Maurice, lay at Oxford, with a confiderable 
army, about 15,000 men. Fairfax and Cromwel were 
pofted at Windfor, with the new modelled army, about 
22,000 men, ‘Taunton, in the county of Somerfet, 
defended by Blake, fuffered a long fiege from Sir Richard 
Granville, who commanded an army of about 8000 
men; and though the defence had been obftinate, the 
garrifon was now reduced to the laft extremity. Goring 
commanded, in the weft, an army of nearly the fame 
number !. 


On opening the campaign, the king formed the projec ° 


of relieving Chefter; Fairfax, that of relieving Taun- 
ton. The king was firft in motion, When he advanced 
to Draiton in Shropfhire, Biron met him, and brought 
intelligence, that his approach had raifed the fiege, and 
that the parliamentary army had withdrawn. Fairfax, 
having reached Salifbury in. his road weftward, received 
orders from the committee of both kingdoms, appointed 
for the management of the war, to return and lay fiege 
to Oxford, now expofed by the king’s abfence. He 
obeyed, after fending colonel Weldon to the weft, with 
-a detachment of 4000 men. On Weldon’s approach, 
Granville, who imagined that Fairfax with his whole 
army was upon him, raifed the fiege, and allowed this 
pertinacious town, now half taken and half burned, to 
receive relief: But the royalifts, being reinforced with 
3000 horfe under Goring, again advanced to Taunton, 
and fhut up Weldon, with his fmall army, in that rui- 
nous place™. 

Tue king having effected his purpofe with regard to 
Chefter, returned fouthwards ; and, in his way, fat down 
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ee HS, before Leicefter, a garrifon of the parliament’s. Having 
——— made a breach in the wall, he ftormed the town on all 
1645 fides; and, after a furious aflault, the foldiers entered 
-{word ‘in hand, and committed all thofe diforders, to 
which their natural violence, efpecially when enflamed 
by refiftance, is fo much addi@ed", A great booty was 
taken and diftributed among them; Fifteen hundred pri- 
foners fell into the king’s hands. ‘This fuccefs, which 
ftruck a great terror into the parliamentary party, deter- 
mined Fairfax to leave Oxford, which he was beginning 
to approach ; and he marched towards the king, with an 
intention of offering him battle. “Phe king-was advanc- 
ing towards Oxford, in order to raife the fiege, which, 
he apprehended, was now begun ; and both aimies, ere 
they were aware, had advanced within fix miles of each 
other. A council of war was called by the king, in order 
to deliberate concerning the meafures, which -he fhould 
now. purfue.. On the one hand, it feemed more prudent 
to delay the combat ; becaufe Gerard, who lay in Wales 
with 3000 men, might be enabled, in a little: time, to 
join the army ; and Goring, it was hoped, would foon 
be mafter of Taunton, and haying put the weft in full 
fecurity, would then unite his forces to thofe of the king, 
and give him an inconteftible fuperiority. over the enemy. 
On the other hand, prince Rupert, whofe boiling ardour 
ftill :puthed him:on to battle, excited the impatient hu- 
mour-of the nobility and gentry, of which the army was 
full; and urged the many difficulties, under which the 
royalifts laboured, and from which nothing but a victory 
could=relieve them: The refolution was taken to give 
battle to: Fairfax; and the royal army immediately ad- 
vanced upon him, 


Battle of Ar Nafeby was fought, with forces nearly equal, this 


Naty.” _decifive and well difputed action, between the king and 
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parliament. “The main body of the royalifts «was com- a* s P. 
manded by the king himfelf : The sight wing, by prince ancaanl 
Rupert; the left, by Sir Marmaduke Langdale. Fair- +945 
fax, feconded “by Skippon, placed chimfelf in the main 
body of the oppofite army : Cromwel, in the right wing : 
Treton, Cromiwel’s fon-in-law, inithe Jeft: | The charge 
was begun, with his ufual célerity and ufual fuccefs, by 
prince Rupert. . Though Ireton made ftout refiftance, 
and even after he was run through the thigh with a pike, 
Rill maistained the combat, till he was taken prifoner ; 
yet was that whole wing broken, and purfued with pre- 
cipitate fury by «Rupert: He «was even , fo. inconfi- 
derate as to lofe time. in fummoning and attacking the 
artillery of. the parliament, which had been left with a 
good guard of infantry. The king led on his main body, 
and difplayed, inthis aGtion, all the conduct of a pru- 
dent general, and all the valour of a ftout foldier °. 
Fairfax and Skippon encountered him, and well fupported 
that reputation, which they had acquired. Skippon, be- 
ing dangeroufly wounded, was defired by Fairfax to leave 
the field; but declared that he would remain there as 
long as one man maintained his ground’, “The infantry 
of the parliament was broken, and prefled upon by the 
king; till Fairfax, with great prefence of mind, brought 
up the referve and renewed the combat. Mean while, 
Cromwel, having led on his troops to the attack of 
Langdale, overbore the force of the royalifts, and by his 
prudence improved that advantage, which he had gained 
by his valour. Having purfued the enemy about.a quar- 
ter of a mile, and detached fome troops to prevent their 
rallying ; he turned back upon the king’s infantry, and 
threw them into the utmoft confufion. One regiment 
alone preferved its order unbroken, though twice defpe- 
rately affailed by Fairfax :. And that general, excited by 
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af tat fo fteddy a refiftance, ordered Doyley, the captain of his 
+ life-guard, to give them a third charge in front, while he 
1665. himfelf attacked them inrear. The regiment was broken, 
Fairfax, with his own hands, killed an enfign, and, 
having feized the colours, gave-them to a foldier to. keep 
for him. The foldier, afterwards boafting that he had 
won this {poil, was reproved by Doyley, who had feen 
the action; Let him retain that honour, faid Fairfax, I 
have to-day acquired enough befide 9. 

Prince Rupert, fenfible too late of his error, left 
the fruitlefs attack on the enemy’s artillery, and joined 
the king, whofe infantry was now totally difcomfited. 
Charles exhorted this body of cavalry not to defpair, and 
cried aloud to them, One charge more, and we recover the 
day*. But the difadvantages, under which they laboured, 
were too evident ; and they could by no means be induced 
to renew the combat. Charles was obliged to quit the 
field, and leave the viGtory to the enemy *, ‘The flain, 
on the fide of the parliament, exceeded thofe on the fide 
of the king: They loft a thoufand men; he not-above 
eight hundred. But Fairfax made 500 officers prifoners, 
and 4000 private men ; took all the king’s artillery and 
ammunition ; and totally diffipated his infantry: So that 
{earce any victory could be more complete, than that 
which he obtained. 

Among the other fpoils, was feized the king’s cabinet, 
with the copies of his letters to the queen, which the 
parliament afterwards ordered to be publifhedt. They 
chofe, no doubt, fuch of them as they thought would 
reflect difhonour on him: Yet upon the whole, the let- 
ters are written with delicacy and tendernefs, and give 
an advantageous idea both of the king’s genius and mo- 
xals. A mighty fondnefs, it is true, and attachment, he 
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exprefles to his confort, and often profeffes that he never © HA Ps 
would embrace any meafures, which fhe difapproved: But , pions > 
fuch declarations of civility and confidence are not always #645 
tobe taken in a full literal fenfe. And fo legitimate an 
affection, avowed by the laws of God and man, may, 
perhaps, be excufable towards a woman of beauty and 
fpirit, even though fhe was a papift*. 

Tue Athenians, having intercepted a letter written 
by their enemy, Philip of Macedon, to his wife, Olym- 
pia; fo far from being moved by a curiofity of prying 
into the fecrets of that relation, immediately fent the let- 
ter to the queen unopened. Philip was not their fove- 
reign ; nor were they enflamed with that violent animofity 
againft him, which attends all civil commotions. 

Arrer the battle, the king retreated with that body 
of horfe, which remained entire, firft to Hereford, then 
to Abergavenny ; and remained fome time in Wales, 
from the vain hope of raifing a body of infantry in thofe 
harrafled and exhaufted quarters. Fairfax, having firft :7% June 
retaken Leicefter, which was furrendered upon articles, 
began to deliberate concerning his future enterprizes. A 
letter was brought him, written by Goring to the king, 
and unfortunately entrufted to a fpy of Fairfax. Goring 
informed the king, that, in three weeks time, he hoped 
to be mafter of Taunton; after which he would join his 
majefty with all the forces in the weft; and entreated 


u Hearne has publithed the following extraét from a manufcript work of 
Sir Simon D’Ewes, who was no mean man in the parliamentary party, 
On Thurfday the 30th and laft day of this inftant June 1625, I went to 

4¢¢ Whitehall, purpofely to fee the queen, which I did fully all the time the 
€ {at at dinner. J perceiv’d her to be a moft abfolute delicate lady, after I 
« had exactly furvey*d all the features of her face, much enliven’d by her 
&< yadiant and fparkling black eyes. Befides, her deportment among her 
« women was fo fweet and humble, and her fpeech and looks to her other 
«¢ fervants fo mild and gracious, 28 I covld not abftain from divers deep 
s fetched fighs, to confider, that fhe wanted the Icnowledge of the true relie 

gion,” See Preface to the Chronicle of Dunftable, p. 64. 
him, 
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eit him, in the mean while, to ayoid coming to any general 


t——— action. This letter, which, had it been fafely delivered, 
464% had probably prevented the battle of Nafeby, ferved now 
to direét the operations of Fairfax ¥. After leaving 2 
bedy of 3000 men to Pointz and Roffiter, with orders to 

attend the king’s motions, he marched immediately to the — 
weit, with a view of faving ‘Taunton, and fupprefling 
the only confiderable force, which now remained to the 

royalifts, 

In the beginning of the campaign, Charles, appre- 
henfive of the event, had fent the prince of Wales, now 
fifteen years of age, to the weft, with the title of general, 
and had given orders, if he was prefled by the enemy, 
that he. fhould- make his efcape into a foreign country, 
and fave one part of the royal family from the violence of 
the parliament. Prince Rupert had thrown himéelf into 
Briftol, with an, intention of defending that important 
city. Goring commanded the army before Taunton, 


Roth Ply. On Fairfax’s approach, the fiege of Taunton was 
raifed; and the royalifts retired to Lamport, an open 
town in the county of Somerfet, Fairfax attacked them 
in that poft, beat them from it, killed about 300 men, 
and took. 1400 prifoners *, After this advantage, he fat 
down before Bridgewater, a town efteemed ftrong, and of 
great confequence in that country. When he had entered 
the outer town by ftorm, Windham, the governor, who 
had retired into the inner, immediately capitulated, and 
delivered up the place to Fairfax. The garrifon, to the 
number of 2600 men, were made prifoners of war, 
Farrrax, having next taken Bath and Sherborne, 
refolved to fit down. before Briftol, and made great pre. 
parations for an enterprize, which, from the ftrength of 
the garrifon, and the reputation of prince Rupert, the 
governor, was deemed of the laft importance, But, fo 
W Ruths vol, vii, P+ 49. * Ibid. vol, vii. p, 55. 
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precarious in moft men is'this quality of military courage! C H A Ps 
a-poorer defence was not made by any town, during the pie 
whole war: And the general expectations were here ex- 1645s 
tremely difappointed. No fooner had the parliamentary 

forces entered the lines by ftorm, than the prince capitu- 

lated, and furrendered the city to Fairfax ¥,. A few days 

before, he had written a letter to the king, in which he sath Sept. 
undertook to defend the place for four months, if no 

mutiny obliged him to furrender it, -Charles, who was Surrender 
forming {chemes, and collecting forces, for the relief of went 
Briftol, was aftonifhed at fo unexpected an event, which 

was little lefs fatal to his party than the defeat at Nafe- 

by. Full of indignation, he inftantly recalled all prince 
Rupert’s commiffions, and fent him a pafs to go beyond 

fea*, 


Tue king’s affairs now went faft to ruin in all quar- 
ters. The Scots, having made themfelves mafters of 
Carlifle», after an obftinate fiege, marched fouthwards, 
and laid fiege to Hereford ; but were obliged to raife it on 
the king’s approach: And this was the laft glimpfe of 
fuccefs, which attended his arms. Having marched to 
the relief of Chefter, which was a-new befieged by the 
parliamentary forces under colonel Jones; Pointz at- 
tacked his rear, ‘and forced him to give battle,. While 24th Sept. 
the fight was continued with great obitinacy, and victory 
feemed to incline to the royalifts; Jones fell upon them 
from the other fide, and put them to rout, with the lofs 
of Goo flain and 1000 prifoners*, The king, with the 
remains of his broken army, fled to Newark, and thence 
efcaped to Oxford, where he fhut himéelf up during the 
winter feafon. 


¥ Ruhh, vol. vii. p. 83. 2 Clarendon, vol, iv. p. 690. Walker, 
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bah i THE news, which he received from all fides, were no 
w—,-— lefs fatal than thofe events, which pafied, where he hime 
3645-  felf was prefent. Fairfax and Cromwel, after the fure 
render of Briftol, having divided their forces, the former 

marched weftwards, in order to complete the conqueft of 
Devonfhire and Cornwal ; the latter attacked the king’s 
garrifons which lay to the eaft of Briftol. ‘The Devizes 

were furrendered to Cromwel ; Berkeley caftle was taken 

by ftorm'; Winchefter capitulated ; Bafing-houfe was en- 

tered fword in hand: And all thefe middle counties of 

England were, in a little time, reduced to obedience 


under the parliament. 


" 3646. THE fame rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs attended 
he w . 2 
nae Fairfax. The parliamentary forces, elevated by paft 


by Fairfax. yjctories, governed by the moft rigid difcipline, met with 
no equal oppofition from troops, difmayed by repeated 

defeats, and corrupted by licentious manners. After 

beating up the quarters of the royalifts at Bovey-Tracy, 

a8th Jan, Fairfax fat down before Dartmouth, and in a few days 
entered it by fteorm. Poudram caftle being taken by him, 

and Exeter blockaded on all fides; Hopton, a man of 

merit, who now commanded the royalifts, having ad- 

vanced to the relief of that town with an army of 8000 

men, met with the parliamentary army at Torrington ; 

toth Feb, Where he. was defeated, all his foot difperfed, and he 
himfelf with his horfe obliged to retire into Cornwall. 

Fairfax followed him, and vigoroufly purfued the vic- 

tory. Having inclofed the royalifts at Truro, he forced 

the whole army, confifting of 5000 men, chiefly cavalry, 

to furrender upon terms. The foldiers delivering up their 

horfes and arms, were allowed to difband, and received 

twenty fhillings a-piece, to carry them to their own 

houfes. Such of the officers, as defired it, had pafles to 

retire beyond fea: The others, having promifed never 

more 
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thore to bear arms, payed compofitions to the parlia~ 
ment‘, and procured their pardon*. And thus Fairfax, 
after taking Exeter, which completed the conqueft of the 
welt, marched, with his victorious army, to the centre 
of the kingdom, and fixed his camp at Newbury. The 
prince of Wales, in purfuance of the king’s orders, re- 
tired to Scilly, thence to Jerfey; whence he went to 
Paris; where he joined the queen, who had fled thither 
from Exeter, at the time the earl of Eflex conducted the 
_ parliamentary army to the wett. 

In the other parts of England, Hereford was taken by 
furprize: Chefter furrendered: Lord Digby, who had 
attempted, with 1200 horfe, to break into Scotland and 
join Montrofe, was defeated at Sherburn, in Yorkfhire, 
by colonel Copley ; his whole force ‘was difperfed; and 
he himfelf was obliged to fly, firft to the ifle of Man, 
thence to Ireland. News too arrived that Montrofe 
himfelf, after fome More fuccefles, was at laft routed ; 

- and this only remaining hope of the royal party finally 
extinguifhed. 

Wuen Montrofe defcended, into the fouthern coun- 
ties, the covenanters, aflembling their whole force, met 
him with a numerous army, and gave him battle, but 
without fuccefs, at Kilfyth’, This was the moft com-= 
plete vi€tory that Montrofe ever obtained. ‘The royalifts 
put to fword fix ‘thoufand of their enemies, and left the 
covenanters no remains of any army in Scotland. ‘The 
whole kingdom was fhaken with thefe repeated fuccefles 
of Montrofe ; and many noblemen, who fecretly favoured 
the royal caufe, now declared openly for it, when they 
faw a force able to fupport them. The marquefs of 


4 Thefs compofitions were different, eccording to the demerits of the per- 
fon: But by a vote of the houfe they could ot be under two years rent of the 
dclinquent’s eftate. Journ, r2th of Augut 1648. Whitlocke, p. 160. 
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CHAP. Douglafs, the earls of Annandale and Hartfield, the lords 


LVIIl, 


wy — Fleming, Seton, Maderty, Carnegy, with many others, 


1646, 


Defeat of 
Montrofe, 


flocked to the royal ftandard. Edinburgh opened its 


gates, and gave liberty toall the prifoners, there detained 


by the covenanters. Among the reft, was lord Ogilvy, 
fon of Airly, whofe family had contributed extremely to 
the victory, gained at Kilfyth z, 

Davip Lesty was detached from the army in Eng- 
Jand, and marched to the relief of his diftreffed party in 
Scotland. Montrofe advanced ftill farther to the fouth, 
allured by vain hopes, both of rouzing to arms the earls 
of Hume, Traquaire, and Roxborough, who had _ pros 
mifed to join him 5 and of obtaining from Englahd fome 
fupply of cavalry, in which he was deficient, By the 
negligence of his fcouts, Lefly, at Philip-haugh in the 
Forreft, furprized his army, much diminifhed in num- 
bers, from the defertion of the Highlanders, who had 
retired to the hills, according to cuftom, in order to 
fecure their plunder. After a fharp confli&t, where Mon- 
trofe exerted great valour, his forces were routed by 
Lefly’s cavalry»: And he himfelf was obliged to fly with 
his broken forces into the mountains; where he again 
prepared him({elf for new battles and new enterprizes 4. 

THE covenanters ufed. the vidtory with rigour. Their 
prifoners, Sir Robert Spotifwood, fecretary of ftate, and 
fon to the late primate, Sir Philip’Nifbet, Sir William 
Rollo, colonel Nathaniel Gordon, Andrew Guthry, fon 
of the bithop of Murray, William Murray, fon of the 
earl of Tullibardine, were condemned and executed. 


- The fole crime, imputed to the fecretary, was his deli- 


vering to Montrofe the king’s commiffion to be captain- 
general of Scotland. Lord Ogilvy, who was again taken 
prifoner, would have undergone the fame fate, had not 


& Ruh, vol. vii, po2zo,2g1.  Withart, cap, 13, 
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his fifter found means to procure his efcape, by changing 
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cloaths with him. For this inftance of courage and dex Woy 


terity, fhe met with harfh ufage. The clergy folicited 
the parliament, that more royalifts might be executed 5 
but could not obtain their requeft *. 


AFTER all thefe repeated difafters, which every where 
befel the royal party, there remained only one body of 
troops, on which fortune could exercife her rigour. Lord 
Aftley with a fmall army of 3000 men, chicfly cavalry, 
marching to Oxford, in order to join the king, was met 
at Stowe by colonel Morgan, and entirely defeated ; him~ 
felf being taken prifoner. “ You have done your work,” 
faid Aftley to the parliamentary officers; ** and may now 
** go to play, unlefs you choofe to fall out among your- 
&¢ felves'!i 1? 

THE condition of the king, during this whole winter, 
was, to the laft degree, difaftrous and melancholy. As 
the dread of ills is commonly more oppreflive than their 
real prefence, perhaps in no period of his life was he 
more juftly the object of compaffion, His vigor of mind, 
which, though it fometimes failed him in acting, never 
deferted him in his fufferings, was what alone fupported 
him; and he was determined, as he wrote to lord Digby; 
if he could not live as a king to die like a gentleman; 
nor fhould any of his friends, he faid, ever have reafon 
to blufh for the prince, whom they had fo unfortunately 
ferved™. ‘The murmurs of difcontented officers, on the 
one hand, harraffed their unhappy fovereign; while they 
over-rated thofe fervices and fufferings, which, they now 


k Guthry’s Memoirs, Rush. vol. vii. p. 232. 1 Ruth. vol. vile 
Pp. Tat. It was the fame Aftley, who, before he charged at the battle of 
Edgehill, made this fhort prayer, OLord! thou knowef how ufy I muft be this 
day. Uf I forger thee, do not thou forget me. And with that rofe up, and 
ery’d, March on, boys! Warwick, p. 229. There were certainly much 
longer prayers faid in the parliamentary army ; but I doubt, if there was fo 
good a one. m Carte’s Ormond, vol. ili, N®, 434. 
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c wie i: -faw, muft, for ever, go unrewarded ". The affeCtionate 
5 duty, on the other hand, of his more generous friends, 
1646. who refpeéted his misfortunes and his virtues, as much as 
his dignity, wrung his heart with new forrow ; when he 
reflected, that fuch difinterefted attachment would fo foon 
be expofed to the rigour of his implacable enemies. Re- 
peated attempts, which he made for a peaceful and equi- 
table accommodation with the parliament, ferved to no 
purpofe, but to convince them, that the victory was en- 
tirely in their hands.. They deigned not to make the leaft 
reply to feveral of his meffages, in which he: defired a 
paffport for commiffioners*®. At laft, after reproaching 
him with the blood fpilt during the war, they told him, 
that they were preparing bills for him; and his pafling 
them would be the beft pledge of his inclination towards 
peace: In other words, he muft yield at difcretion ”. 
He defired a perfonal treaty, and offered to come to Lon- 
don, upon receiving a fafe condu& for himfelf and his 
attendants: They abfolutely refufed him admittance, and 
iffued orders for the guarding, that is, the feizing of his 
perfon, in cafe he fhould attempt to vifit them. A new 
incident, which happened in Ireland, ferved to enflame 
the minds of men, and to encreafe thofe calumnies, with 
which his enemies had fo much loaded him, and which 
he ever regarded as the moft grievous part of his misfor- ‘ 
tunes. | 
AFTER the ceffation with the Irifh rebels, the king 
was defirous of concluding a final peace with them, and 
obtaining their affiftance in England: And he gave 
authority to Ormond, lord lieutenant, to promife them 
an abrogation of all the penal laws, enacted againft ea- 
tholics; together with the fufpenfion of Poinings’ ftatute, 


n Walker, p. 147. © Ruth, vol, vil, p. 235, &c. 
P Ibid, vol. vii. p. 217, 219. Clarendon, vol, iv. p. 744, 
4 Rouhh, vol, vii, p. 249. Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 74%, 
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with regard to fome particular bills, which fhould be ae 
agreed on. Lord Herbert, created earl of Glamorgan, Lemme 
(though his patent had not yet paffed the feals) having *%* 

occafion for his private affairs to go to Ireland, the king 
confidered, that this nobleman, being a catholic and allied 
to the beft Irith families, might be of fervice: He alfo 
forefaw, that farther conceflions with regard to religion 
might probably be demanded by the bigoted Irifh; and 
that as thefe conceffions, however neceflary, would give 
great {candal to the proteftant zealots in his three kings 
doms, it would be requifite, both to conceal them dur- 
ing fome time, and to preferve Ormond’s character, by 
giving privately authority to Glamorgan to conclude and 
fign thefe articles. But as he had a better opinion of 
Glamorgan’s zeal and affection for his fervice, than of 
his capacity, he enjoined him to communicate all his 
meafures to Ormond; and though the final conclufion of 
the treaty muft be executed only in Glamorgan’s own 
name, he was required to be directed, in the fteps to- 
wards it, by the opinion of the lord lieutenant. Gla- 
morgan, bigoted to his religion, and paffionate for the 
king’s fervice, but guided in thefe purfuits by no manner 
of judgment or difcretion, fecrétly, of himfelf, without 
any communication with Ormond, concluded a peace 
with the council of Kilkenny, and agreed in the king’s 
name, that the Irifh fhould enjoy all the churches, of 
which they had ever been in poffeffion, fince the com- 
mencement of their infurrection ; on condition that they 
fhould affift the king in England with a body of ten thou-, 
fand men. ‘This tranfaétion was difcovered by accident. 
The titular archbifhop of Tuam being ‘killed by a fally 
of the garrifon of Sligo, the articles of the treaty were 
found among his baggage, and were immediately pub- 
jifhed every where, and copies of them fent over to the 
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CH A P. Enpolifh pariament'. The lord lieutenant and lord 
‘ ee ) Digby, foreeeing the clamour which would be raifed 
1646 againft the kng, committed Glamorgan to prifon, charged 
him with treafon for his temerity, and maintained, that’ 
he had aétec altogether without any authority from his 
majefty. ‘The Englifh parliament however negle&ed not 
fo favoutable an opportunity of reviving the old clamour 
with regard to the king’s favour of popery, and accufed 
him of delivering ever, in a manner, the whole kingdom 
of Ireland that hated fect. The king told them, 
‘© ‘That the earl of Glamorgan having made an offer 
‘© unto him to raife forces in the kingdom of Ireland; 
** and to conduct them into England for his majefty’s fer- 
* vice, hada commiffion to that purpofe, and to that 
‘© purpofe only, and that he had no commiffion at all to 
** treat of ary thing elfe, without the privity and direc- 
** tion of tle lord lieutenant, much lefs to capitulate 
** any thing concerning religion, or any property belong- 
€* ing eitherto church or laity *.” Though this decla- 
ration feems agreeable to truth, it gave no fatisfaction to 
the parliament; and fome hiftorians, even at prefent, 
when the ancent bigotry is fomewhat abated, are defirous 
of reprefentiag this very innocent tranfaction, in which 
the king wasengaged by the moft violent neceffity, as a 
ftain on the memory of that unfortunate prince ‘. 


Havinc bft all hope of prevailing over the rigour of 
the parliamat, either by arms or by treaty, the only 
refource, which remained to the king, was derived from 
the inteftine liffentions, which ran very high among his 
enemies. Prefbyterians and independents, even before 
their victory was fully compleated, fell into contefts about 


* Ruh, vol. vii, p. 239. ® Birch, p. 119. 
© See nove [B] at the end of the volume, 
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the divifion of the fpoil; and their religious as well as c eg 


civil difputes agitated the whole kingdom. hasan 
Tue parliament, though they had early abolifhed Bao 

epifcopal authority, had not, during fo longa time, fub- 

ftituted any other fpiritual government in its place ; and 

their committees of religion had hitherto affumed the 

whole ecclefiaftical jurifdiQion: But they now eftablifhed, a 

by an ordinance, the prefbyterian model in all its forms 

of congregational, claffical, provincial, and national aflem- 5 4.¢.9:. 

blies. All the inhabitants of each parifh were ordered to cal affairs, 

meet and chufe elders, on whom, together with the 

minifier, was beftowed the entire dire€tion of all fpiri- 

tual concerns within the congregation. A number of 

neighbouring parifhes, commonly between twelve and 

twenty, formed aclaflis; and the court, which governed 

this divifion, was compofed of all the minifters, toge- 

ther with two, three, or four elders chofen from each 

parith. The provincial aflembly retained an infpeCtion 

over feveral neighbouring claffes, and was compofed en- 

tirely of clergymen: The national affembly was contti- : 

tuted in the fame manner; and its authority extended 

aver the whole kingdom. It is probable, that the tyranny, 

exercifed by the Scottifh clergy, had given warning not 

to allow laymen a place in the provincial or national 

aflemblies ; left the nobility and more confiderable gen- 

try, foliciting a feat in thefe great ecclefiaftical courts, 

fhould beftow a confideration upon them, and render 

them, in the eyes of the multitude, a rival to the parlia- 

ment. In the inferior courts, the mixture of the laity 

might ferve rather to temper the ufual zeal of the clergy”. 


Bur though the prefbyterians, by the eftablifhment of 
parity among the ecclefiaftics, were fo far gratified, they 
were denied fatisfaction in feveral other points, on which 
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they were extremely intent. . The aflembly of divines, 


had voted prefbytery to be of divine right: ‘The parlia+ 
ment refufed their affent to that decifionw, Selden, 
Whitlocke, and other political reafoners, aftifted by the 
independents, had prevailed in this important deliberation, 
They thought, that, had the bigoted religionifts been 
able to get their heavenly charter recognized, the prefby- 
ters would foon become more dangerous to the magiftrate 
than had ever been the prelatical clergy. Thefe latter, 
while they claimed to themfelyes a divine right, admitted 
of a like origin to civil authority: "The former, chal- 
Jenging to their own-order a celeftial pedigree, derived 
the legiflative power from a fource no more dignified than 
the voluntary affociation of the people, 

Unper colour of keeping the facraments from profa- 
nation, the clergy of all chriftian fets had affumed, what 
they call the power of the keys, or the right of fulmi- 
nating excommunication. The example of Scotland was 
a fufficient leffon for the parliament to ufe precaution in 


guarding againft fo fevere a tyranny. They determined, + 


by a general ordinance, all the cafes in which excom= 


munication could be ufed. They allowed of appeals to 


parliament from all ecclefiaftical courts. And they ap- 
pointed commiflioners in every province to judge of fuch 
cafes as fell not within their general ordinance*. §o0 
much civil authority, intermixed with the ecclefiaftical, 
gave difguft to all the zealots, 


Bur nothing was attended with more univerfal fcandal 
than the propenfity of many in the parliament towards a 
toleration of the proteftant feftaries. The prefbyterians 
exclaimed, that this indulgence made the church of Chrift 
refemble Noah’s ark, and rendered it a receptacle for all 


unclean beafts. They infifted, that the leaft of Chrift’s 


W Whitlocke, p, 106. Ruth, vol, vil, p. 260, 261, 
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* truths was fuperior to all political confiderations ¥. They ¢ ie Pe 
maintained the eternal obligation impofed by the covenant ward 
to extirpate herefy and fchifm. And they menaced all 3646+ 
their opponents with the fame rigid perfecution, under 
which they themfelves had groaned, when held in fub- 
jection by the hierarchy. 

So great prudence and referve, in fuch material points, 
does great honour to the parliament ; and proves, that, 
notwithftanding the prevalence of bigotry and fanaticifm, 
there were many members, who had more enlarged views, 
and paid regard to the civil interefts of fociety. Thefe 
men, uniting themfelves to the enthufiafts, whofe genius 
is naturally averfe to clerical ufurpations, exercifed fo 
jealous an authority over the aflembly of divines, that they 
allowed them nothing but the liberty of tendering advice, 
and would not entruft them even with the power of elect- 
ing their own chairman or his fubftitute, or of fupplying 
the vacancies of their own members. 

Wruute thefe difputes were canvafled by theologians, : 
who engaged in their fpiritual contefts every order of the 
frate ; the king, though he entertained hopes of reaping 
advantage from thofe divifions, was much ata lofs which 
fide it would be moft for his intereft to comply with. The 
prefbyterians were, by their principles, the leaft averfe to 
regal authority ; but were rigidly bent on the extirpation 
of prelacy: The independents were refolute to lay the 
foundation of a republican government ; but as they pre-_ 
tended not to ere themfelves into a national church, it 
might be hoped, that, if gratified with a toleration, they 
would admit the re-eftablifhment of the hierarchy. So 
great attachment had the king to epifcopal jurifdiction, 
that he was ever inclined to put it in balance even with 
his own power and kingly office. 


y Ruhh, vol. vii. p. 3085 
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c ARs But whatever advantage he might propofe to reap from ; 
wy the divifions in the parliamentary party, he was appre- 
1646 henfive, left it fhould come too late, to fave him from 
that deftruGion, with which he was inftantly threatened, 
Fairfax was approaching with a powerful and vitorious 
army, and was taking the proper meafures for laying 
fierce to Oxford, which muft infallibly fall into his hands, 
To be taken captive, and led in triumph by his infolent 
enemies, was what Charles juftly abhorred ; and every 
infult, if not violence, was to be dreaded, from that en~ 
thufiaftic foldiery, who hated his perfon, and defpifed. his 
dignity. In this defperate extremity, he embraced a 
meafure, which, in any other fituation, might lie under 
the imputation of imprudence and indifcretion. 
MonrTreviLLeg, the French minifter, interefted for the. 
king more by the natural { 


entiments of humanity, than 
any, inftructions from his court, which feemed rather to 
favour the parliament, had folicited the Scottith generals 
and commiffioners, to give prote@ion to their diftrefled 
fovereign ; and having received many general profeffions 
and promifes, he had always tranfimitted thefe, perhaps 
with fome exaggeration, to the king, From his fuggefs 
tions, Charles began to entertain thoughts of leaving 
Oxford, and flying to the Scotch army, which at that — 
time lay before Newark, He confidered, that the 
Scottith nation had been fully gratified in all their de- 
mands; and having already, in their own country, an- 
nihilated both epifcopacy and regal authority, had no 
farther conceffions to exaé& from him. In al] difputes, 
which had paffed about fettling the terms of peace, the 
Scots, he heard, had ftill adhered to the milder fide, and 
had endeavoured to foften the rigour of the Englith par- 
lament. Great difgufts’ alfo, on other accounts, had, 


between the nations; and the Scots found, 


taken place 
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that, in proportion as their affiftance became lefs necef- © A 
fary, lefs value was put upon them. The progrefs of ——y- 
the independents gave them great alarm ; and they were 16464 
Gumlalicnd to Kear their beloved covenant fpoken. of, 
every day, with lefs regard-and reverence. The refufal 
of a’divine right to prefbytery, and the infringing of 
ecclefiaftical difcipline from. political confiderations, were, 

wbto them, the fubjeét of much offence: And the king 
hoped, that, in their prefent difpofition, the fight of their 
native prince, flying to them in this extremity of diftrefs, 
would rouze every fpark of generofity in their bofom, 
and procure him their favour and protection. 

TuaT he might the better conceal his intentions, 
orders were given at every gate in Oxford, for allowing — 
three perfons to pafs ; and in the night, the king, accom- . 
panied-by none but Dr. Hudfon and Mr, Afhburnham, 
went out at that gate, which leads toLondon. He rode 
before a portmanteau, and called himfelf Afhburnham’s 
fervant. He paffed through Henley, St. Albans, and 
came fo near London as Harrow on the Hill. He once 
entertained thoughts of entering into. that city, and of 
throwing himfelf on the mercy of the parliament. But 
at laft, after paffing through many crofs reads, he arrived 
at the Scotch camp before Newark *. The parliament, 
hearing of his efcape from Oxford, iffued rigorous orders, 
and threatened with inftant death, shone fhould har- 
bour or conceal him ». 
Tue Scotch generals and commiffioners affected great x55 goes 
furprize on the appearance of the king: And though they totheScorch 
camp at 

payed him all the exterior refpect due to his dignity, they Newark. 
inftantly put a guard upon him, under colour of protec- 
tion; and made him in reality a prifoner. They in- 
formed the Englifh parliament of this unexpected inci- 
dent, and affured them, that they had entered into no 
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private treaty with the king. They applied to him for 


t+ Orders to Bellafis, governor of Newark, to furrender that 


7646. 


town, now reduced to extremity; and the orders were 
inftantly obeyed. ‘And hearing, that the parliament laid 
claim to the entire difpofal of the king’s perfon, and that 
the Englifh army was making fome motions towards them; 
they thought proper to retire northwards, and to fix their 
camp at Newcaftle *. 


‘Tis meafure was very grateful to the king; and he 
began to entertain hopes of protection from the Scots. 
He was particularly attentive to the behaviour of their 
preachers, on whom all depended. It was the mode of 
that age to make the pulpit the feene of news; ‘and on 
every great event the whole f{eripture was anita by 
the clergy, for paflages-applicable to the prefent occafion. 
The firft minifter who preached before the king, chofe 
thefe words for his text. ‘* And beheld all the men of 
€* Ifrael came to the king, and faid unto him, Why have 
** our brethren the men of Judah, ftolen thee away, and 
** have brought the king and his houfhold, and all 
** David’s men’ with him, over Jordan? And all the 
“men of Judah~an{fwered the men of Ifrael, Becaufe 
** the king is near of kin to us; wherefore then be ye 
“<angry for this matter? Have we eaten at all of the 
** king’s coft ? -or hath he given us any gift? And the 
“* men of Ifrael anfwered the men of Judah, and faid, 
** We have ten parts in the king, and we have alfo more 
right in David than ye: Why then did ye defpife us, 
“¢ that our advice fhould not be firft had in bringing back 
**our’king? And the words of the men of Judah were 
** fiercer than the words of the men of Ifrael 4.” But 
the king’ foon found, that the happinefs chiefly of the 
pauhan: had tempted the preacher to employ this text, 

© Ruhh, vol. vil. p. 27%, Clarendon, vol. v. p. 23. 
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and that the covenanting Zealots were no wife pacified C ere 
: aR iM. 

towards him. Another preacher, after reproaching him , P 

to his face, with his mifgovernment, ordered this pfalm +645 


to be fung ; 


Why doft thou, tyrant, boaft thyfelf 
Thy wicked deeds to praife: 


The king ftood up, and called for that pfalm which 
begins with thefe words, 


Have mercy, Lord, on me, I prays 

For men would me devour : A 
The good-natured audience, in pity to fallen majefty, 
fhowed, for once, greater deference to the king than to 
the minifter, and fung the pfalm, which the former had 
called for °. 


Cuartes had very little reafon to be pleafed with his 
fituation. He pot only found himfelf a prifoner, very 
narrowly guarded: All his friends were kept at a diftance ; 
and no intercourfe, either by letters or converfation, was 
allowed him with any one, on whom he could depend, 
or who was fufpected of any attachment towards him. 
The Scotch generals ‘would enter into no confidence with 
him; and ftill treated him with diftant ceremony and 
feigned refpect. And every propofal, which they made 
him, tended farther to his abafement and to his ruin‘. 

THEY required him to iflue orders to Oxford, and all 
his other garrifons, commanding their furrender to the 
parliament: And the king, fenfible that their refiftance 
was to very little purpofe, willingly complied. The 
terms, given to moft of them, were honourable; and 
Fairfax, as far as it lay in his power, was very exact in 
obferving them. Far from allowing violence ; he would 
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hot even permit infults or triumph over the unfortunate 
royalifts ; and by his generous humanity, fo cruel a civil 
war was ended, in appearance, very calmly, between the 
parties. 

Ormonp having received like orders, delivered Dub- 
lin, and other forts, into the hands of the parliamentary 
officers. Montrofe alfo, after having experienced ftill 
more variety of good and bad fortune, threw down his 
arms, and retired out of the kingdom. 

THE marquefs. of Worcefter, a man paft eighty-four, 
was the laft in England that fubmitted to the authority of 
the parliament. He defended Raglan caftle to extremity ; 
and opened not its gates till the middle of Auguft. Four 
years, a few days excepted, were now elapfed, fince the 
king firft ere@ed his ftandard at Nottingham *. So long 
had the Britifh nations, by civil and religious quarrels, 
been occupied in fhedding their own blood, and laying 
waite their native country, 

THE parliament and the Scots Jsid their propofals 
before the king. They were fuch as a captive, entirely 
at mercy, could expe& from the moft inexorable vidtor : 
Yet were they little worfe than what were infifted on 
before the battle of Nafeby, The power of the fword, 
inftead of ten, which the king now offered, was demanded 
for twenty years, together with a right to levy whatever 
money the parliament fhould think proper for the fupport 
of their armies. The cther conditions were, in the 
main, the fame with thofe which had formerly been offered 
to the king », 

CuHartes faid, that propofals, which introduced fuch 
important innovations in the conftitution, demanded time 
for deliberation: The commiffioners replied, that-he muft 
give his anfwer in ten daysi, He defired to reafon about 
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the meaning and import of the terms: They informed C H A P. 


him, that they had no power of debate ; 
peremptorily his confent or refufal. He requefted a per- 
fonal treaty with the parliament: They threatened, that, 
if he delayed compliance, the parliament would, by their 
own authority, fettle the nation. 

Wuart the parliament was moft intent upon, was not 
their treaty with the king, to whom they paid little regard; 
but that with the Scots. Two important points remained 
to be fettled with that nation ; their delivery of the king, 
and the eftimation of their arrears, 

THE Scots might pretend, that, as Charles was king 
of Scotland as well as of England, they were intitled to 
an equal vote in the difpofal of his perfon: And that, 
in fuch a cafe, where the titles are equal, and the fubje& 
indivifible, the preference was due to the prefent poffeffor. 
The Englifh maintained, that, the king, being in Eng- 
land, was comprehended within the jurifdiction of that 
kingdom, and could not be difpofed of by any foreign 
nation. A delicate queftion this, and what furely could 
not be decided by precedent; fince fuch a fituation is not, 
any where, to be found in hiftory *. 

As the Scots concurred with the Englifh, in impofing 
fuch fevere conditions on the king, that, notwithftanding 
his unfortunate fituation, he ftill refufed to accept of 
them ; it is certain, that they did not defire his freedom : 
Nor could they ever intend to join lenity and rigor toge- 
ther, in fo inconfiftent a manner. Before the fettlement 
of terms, the adminiftration muft be poffeffed entirely by 
the parliaments of both kingdoms; and how incom- 
patible that {cheme with the liberty of the king, is eafily 
imagined. To carryhim a prifoner into Scotland, where few 
forces could be fupported to guard him, was a meafure fo 
full of inconvenience and danger, that, even if the Englifh 
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¢ H A P. had confented to it, it muft have appeared to the Scotch 


Lvill. 


w+ — Nation altogether uncligible: And how could fuch a plan 
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be fupported in oppofition to England, poffefled of fuch 
numerous and victorious armies, which were, at that 
time, or at leaft, feemed to be, in entire union with the 
parliament? The only expedient, it is obvious, which 
the Scots could embrace, if they fcrupled wholly to aban- 
don the king, was immediately to return, fully and cor- 
dially, to their allegiance ; and, uniting themfelves with 
the royalifts in both kingdoms, endeavour, by force of 
arms, to reduce the Englith parliament to more moderate 
conditions: But befides that this meafure was full of 
extreme hazard ; what was it but inftantly to combine 
with their old enemies againft their old friends; and ina 
fit of romantic generofity, overturn what, with fo much 


expence of blood and treafure, they had, during the 


courfe of fo many years, been fo carefully ereting ? 

. Burt, though all thefe refleGtions occurred to the Scot’ 
tifh commiffioners, they refolved to prolong the difpute, 
and to keep the king as a pledge for thofe arrears, which 
they claimed from England, and which they were not: 
likely, in the prefent difpofition of that nation, to obtain 
by any other expedient. The fum, by their account, 
amounted to near two millions: For they had received 
very little regular pay, fince they had entered England, 
And though the contributions, which they had levied, 
as well as the price of their living at free quarters, muft 
be deducted; yet ftill the fum, which they infifted on, 
was very confiderable. After many difcuffions, it was, 
at laft, agreed, that, in lieu of all demands, they fhould 
accept of 400,000 pounds, one half to be paid inftantly, 
another at two fubfequent payments |. 

GREAT pains were taken by the Scots (and the Eng- 
lith complied with their pretended delicacy) to make this ° 
1 Ruths vol, vii. p. 326, Parl, Hift, vol, xv, p. 236. 

6 eftimation 
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eftimation and payment of arrears appear)a quite different C BSE Pe 
tranfaétion from that for the delivery of the king’s perfon: a 
But common fenfe requires, that they fhould be regarded 1646. 
as one and the fame. The Englith, it is evident, had 
they not been previoufly aflured of receiving the king, 
would never have parted with fo confiderable a fum; and, 
while they weakened themfelves, by the fame meafure 
have ftrengthened a people, with whom they muft afters 
wards have fo material an intereft to difculs. 

Tus the Scottifh nation underwent, and {till undergo 
(for fuch grievous. ftains are not eafily wiped off ) the 
reproach of felling their king, and betraying their prince 
for money. Invain, did they maintain, that this money 
was, on account of former fervices, undoubtedly their 
due; that in their prefent fituation, no other meafure, 
without the utmoft indifcretion, or even their apparent 
ruin, could be embraced; and that, though they de- 
livered their king into the hands of his open enemies, 
they were themfelves as much his open enemies as thofe 
to whom they furrendered him, and their common hatred 
againft him had Jong united the two parties in ftrict alli- 
ance with each other. ‘They were {till anfwered, that | 
they made ufe of this {candalous expedient for obtaining 


y 
43 
Wi 
i 
‘ 
a 
4 


their wages ; and that, after taking arms, without any 
provocation, againft their fovereign, who had ever loved 
and cherifhed them, they had defervedly fallen into a 
fituation, from which they could not extricate themfelves, 
without either infamy or imiprudence, 


THE: infamy of this bargain had fuch an influence 
en the Scotch. parliament, that they once voted, that 
the king fhould be protected, and his liberty infifted 
on. But the general affembly interpofed, and pronounced, 
that, as he had refufed to take the covenant, which 
was prefled on him, it became not the godly to con 
cern themfeves about his fortunes. After this de- 

claration,, 
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claration, it behoved the parliament to retra& their 
vote ™. 

INTELLIGENCE cohccrning the final refolution of the 
Scotch nation to furrender him, was brought to the king; 
and he happened, at that very time, to be playing at 
chefs". Such command of temper did he enjoy, that he 
continued his game without interruption; and none of 
the by-ftanders could perceive, that the letter, which he 
perufed, had brought him news of any confequence. The 
Englith commiffioners, who, fome days after; came to 
take him under their cuftody, were admitted to kifs his 
hands; and he received them with the fame gtace and 
chearfulnefs, as if they had travelled on no other errand, 
but to pay court to him. The old earl of Pembroke in 
particular, who was one of them, he congratulated on 
his flrength and vigour, that he was ftill able, during 
fuch a feafon, to perform fo long a journey, in company 
with fo many young people. 


Tue king, being delivered over by the Scots to the 
Englifh commiffioners, was conducted, under a guard, 
to Holdenby, in the county of Northampton. On his’ 
journey, the whole country flocked to behold him, moved 
partly by curiofity, partly by compaflion and affection. 
If any itill retained rancour againft him, in his prefent 
condition, they paffed in filence ; while his well-withers, 
more generous than prudent, accompanied his march with 
tears, with acclamations, and with prayers for his fafety °. 
“hat ancient fuperftition likewife, of defiring the king’s 
touch in fcrophulous diftempers feemed to acquire frefh 
credit among the people, from the general tendernefs, 
which began to prevail for this virtuous and unhappy 
monarch. 


m Parl, Hilt, vol. xv. p. 242, 744, n Burnet’s Memoirs of the 
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THE commiffioners rendered his confinement at Hol. © 


denby very rigorous ; difmifling his ancient fervants, de- 
barring him from vifits, and cutting off all communi- 
cation with his friends or family. The parliament, 
though earneftly applied to by the king, refufed to allow 
his chaplains to attend him ; “becaufe they had not taken 
‘the covenant. The king refufed to’ aff at the fervice, 
exercifed according to the dire€tory ; becaufe he had not, 
‘as yet, given his confent to that mode of worfhip ?. 
Such religious zeal prevailed oh both fides! And fuch 
was the unhappy and diftraéted condition, to whieh it 
had reduced the king and people ! 

Durinc the time, that the king remained in the Scot- 
tifh army at Newcaftle, died the earl of Effex, the dif- 
carded, but ftill powerful and popular general of the 
parliament. His death, in this conjuncture, was a pub- 
lic misfortune. Fully fenfible of the excefles, to which 
affairs had been carried, and of the worfe confequences, 
which were ftill to be apprehended; he had refolyed to 
conciliate a peace, and to remedy, as far as poffible, all 
thofe ills, to which, from miftake, rather than any bad 
intentions, he had himfelf fo much contributed. The 
prefbyterian, or the moderate party among the commons, 
found themfelves confiderably weakened by his death : 
And the fmall remains of authority; which ftill adhered 
to the houfe of peers, were, in a manner, wholly ex- 
tinguifhed 9, 
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CHAP, LE 


Mutiny of the army—--The king feized by Fayce—-- 
The army march againft the parliament—--The 
army fubdue the parliament—--The king flies to the 
ifle of Wight-—--Second civil war—--Invafion from 
Scotland—--The treaty of Newport—--The civil 
war and invafion repreffed —--T he king feized again 
by the army—--The houfe purged—--The king's 
trial—--And execution—--And charaéter.. 


HE dominion of the parliament was of fhort dura- 

tion. No fooner had they fubdued their fovereign, 
than, their own fervants. rofe againft them, and tumbled 
them from their flippery throne. The facred boundaries. ' 
of the laws being once violated, nothing remained to con- 
fine the wild projects of zeal and ambition. And every 
fucceffive revolution. became a precedent for that which 
followed it. 

In proportion as the terror of the king’s power di- 
minifhed, the divifion between independent and prefby- 
terian became every day more apparent ; and the neuters 
found it, at laft, requifite to feek fhelter in one or the 
other faction. Many new writs were iffued for elections, 
in. room of members, who had died, or were difqualified 
for adhering to the king; yet ftill the prefbyterians re- 
tained the fuperiority among the commons: And all the 
peers, except lord Say, were efteemed of that party. The 
independents, to whom the inferior fectaries adhered, 
predominated in the army: And the troops of the new 
model were univerfally infected with that enthufiaftic 
fpirit. To their affiflance did the independent party, 


. 


among 
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-Rinong the commons, chiefly truft, in their projects for © aa Pe 


acquiring the afcendant over their antagonifts. Ces 

Soon after the retreat of the Scots, the prefbyterians, 47+ 
feeing every thing reduced to obedience, began to talk of 
diminifhing the army: And, on pretence of eafing the 
public burthens, they levelled a deadly blow at the oppo- 
fite faction. They propofed to embark a ftrong detach- 
ment, under Skippon and Maffey, for the fervice of Ire- 
land: They openly declared their intention of making a 
great reduction of the remainder '. It was even ima- 
gined, that another new model of the army was pro- 
jected, in order to regain to the prefbyterians, that fu- 
periority, which they had fo imprudently loft by the 
former *. 

THe army had {mall inclination to the fervice of Tre- 
land; a country barbarous, uncultivated, and laid wafte 
by maffacres, and civil commotions : They had lefs 
inclination to difband, and to renounce that pay, which, 
having earned it through fatigues and dangers, they now 
propofed to enjoy in eafe and tranquillity. And moft of 
the officers, having rifen from the dregs of the people, 
had no other profpect, if deprived of their commiffion, 
than than of returning to languifh in their native poverty 
and obfcurity. 

THESE motives.of intereft acquired additional influ- 
ence, and became more dangerous to the parliament, 
from the religious fpirit, by which the army was uni- 
verfally animated. Among the generality of men, edu- 
cated in regular, civilized focieties, the fentiments of 
fhame, duty, honour, have confiderable authority, and 
ferve to counterbalance and direé& the motives, derived 
from private advantage: But, by the predominancy of 
enthufiafm among the parliamentary forces, thefe falutary 


* Fourteen thoufand men were only propofed to be kept up; 6000 horfe, 
Gooo foot, and 2009 dragoons, “Bates. s Ruhh, vol, vii. p. 564. 
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c pe P. principles loft their credit, and were regarded as meté 
«= human inventions, yea moral inftitutions, fitter for hea- 


1647. 


thens than for chriftians'. The faint, refigned over to 
faperior guidance, was at full liberty to gratify all his 
appetites, difguifed under the appearance of pious zeal. 
And, befides the ftrange corruptions engendered by this 
fpirit, it eluded and loofened all the ties of morality, and 
gave entire fcope, and even fandtion to the felfifhnefs and 
ambition, which naturally adhere to the human mind. 

Tue military confeflors were farther encouraged in 
difobedience to fuperiors, by that fpiritual pride, to which 
a miftaken piety is fo fubject. “They were not, they faid, 
mere janizaries ; mercenary troops inlifted for hire, and 
to be difpofed of at the will of their paymafters ". Reli- 
gion and liberty were the motives, which had excited 
them to arms; and they had a fuperior right to fee thofe 
bleffings, which they had purchafed with their blood, 
enfured to future generations. By the fame title, that 
the prefbyterians, in contradiftin@ion to the royalifts, had 
appropriated to themfelves the epithet of the godly, or the 
well-affected * ; the independents did now, in contradif- 
tinGion to the prefbyterians, affume this magnificent ap- 
pellation, and arrogate all the afcendant, which naturally 
belongs to it. ; 

Hearine of parties in the houfe of commons, and 
being informed, that the minority were friends to the 
army, the majority enemies; the-troops naturally inter- 
efted themfelves in that dangerous diftinction, and were 
eager to give the fuperiority to their partizans. What- 
ever hardfhips they underwent, though perhaps derived 
from inevitable neceffity, were afcribed to a fettled defign 
of opprefling them, and refented as an effect of the ani< 
mofity and malice of their adverfaries, 
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NoTWITHSTANDING the great revenue, which ac- 
crued from taxes, afleflments, fequeftrations, and com- 
pofitions, confiderable arrears were dueto the army; and 
many of the private men, as well as officers, had near a 
twelvemonth’s pay ftill owing them. The army fuf- 
pected, that this deficiency was purpofely contrived, in 
order to oblige them to live at free quarters; and, by ren- 
dering them odious to the country, ferve as a pretence for 
difbanding them. When they faw fuch members, as 
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were employed in committees and civil offices, accumu- . 


late fortunes, they accufed them of rapine and public 
plunder. And, as no plan was pointed out by the com- 
mons for the payment of arrears, the foldiers dreaded, 
that, after they fhould be difbanded or embarked for Ire- 
jand, their enemies, who predominated in the two houfes, 
would entirely defraud them of their right, and opprefs 
them with impunity. : 

Ow this ground or pretence did the firft commotions 
begin in the army. A petition, addrefled to Fairfax the 
general, was handed about; defiring an indemnity, and 
that ratified by the king, for any illegal actions, of which, 
during the courfe of the war, the foldiers might have 
been guilty; . together with fatisfaction in arrears, free- 
dom from prefling, relief of widows and maimed foldiers, 
and pay till difbanded *. The commons, aware of what 
combuttible materials the army was compofed, were alarm- 
ed at this intelligence. Such acombination, they knew, 
if not checked in its firft appearance, muft be attended 
with the moft dangerous confequences, and muft foon 
exalt the military above the civil authority. Befides fum- 
moning fome officers to anfwer for this attempt, they 
immediately voted, that the petition tended to introduce 
mutiny, to put conditions upon the parliament, and to 
obftru@ the relief of Ireland; and they threatened to 
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c nit P. proceed againft the promoters of it, as enemies to the 
k “_, ftate, and difturbers of public peace ¥. This declaration, 


3647. 


which may be efteemed violent, efpecially as the army had 
fome ground for complaint, produced fatal effects. The 
foldiers lamented, that they were deprived of the privi- 
leges of Englifhmen; that they were not allowed fo much 
as to reprefent their grievances; that, while petitions 
from Effex and other places were openly encouraged 
againft the army, their mouths were ftopped ; and that 
they, who were the authors of liberty to the nation, were 
reduced, bya faction in parliament, to the moft grievous 
fervitude. 


In this difpofition was the army found by Warwic, 
Dacres, Mafley, and other commiffioners; who were 
fent to make them propofals for entering into the fervice 
of Ireland’. Inftead of inlifting, the generality objected 
to the terms; demanded an indemnity ; were clamorous 
for their arrears: And, though they expreffed no diflatif- 
faction againft Skippon, who was appointed commander, 
they difcovered much ftronger inclination to ferve under 
Fairfax and Cromwel *. Some officers, who were of the 
prefbyterian party, having entered into engagements for 
this fervice, could prevail on very few of the foldiers to 
inlift under them. And, as thefe officers lay all under 
the grievous reproach of deferting the army, and betray- 
ing the interefts of their companions; _ the reft were far- 
ther confirmed in that confederacy, which they had fe- 
cretly formed >. 

To petition and remonftrate being the moft cautious 
way of conducting a confederacy, an application to par- 
Jiament was fignea by near 200 officers; in which they 
made their apology with a very imperious air, afferted 
their right of petitioning, and complained of that impu- 

¥ Parl. Pift, vol. xv. p. 344. % Ruth. vol vii. p. 457» 
® Ibid, vol. vii, p. g58. Ibid. vol. vii, p, g6r, 556. 
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tation thrown apon them by the former declaration of the © oe P, 


lower houfe*. The private men likewife of fome regi- , , 


ments fent a letter to Skippon; in which together with 
infifting on the fame topics, they lament, that defigns 
were formed againft them and many of the godly party in 
the kingdom; and declare, that they could not engage for 
Ireland, till they were fatisfied in their expectations, and 
had their juft defires granted‘, ‘The army, ina word, 
felt their power, and refolved to be matters. 


Tue parliament too refolved, if poffible, to preferve 
their dominion ; but being deftitute-of power, and not 
retaining much authority, it was not eafy for them to 
employ any expedient, which could contribute to their 
purpofe. The expedient, which they now made ufe of, 
was the worft imaginable. They fent Skippon, Crom- 
wel, Ireton, and Fleetwood, to. the head-quarters at 
Saffron-Weldon in Effex; and empowered them to make 
offers to the army, and enquire into the caufe of its di/- 
tempers. Thefe very generals, at icaft the three lat, 
were feeretly the authors of all the difcontents; and 
failed not to foment thofe diforders, which they pretended 
to appeafe, By their fuggeftion, a meafure was em- 
braced, which, at once brought matters to extremity, 
and rendered the mutiny incurable, 

In oppofition to the parliament at Weftmintter, a mili- 
tary parliament was formed. Together with a council 
of the principal officers, which was appointed after the 
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model of the houfe of peers; a more free reprefentative - 


of the army was compofed, by the election of two private 
men or inferior officers, under the title of agitators, from 
each troop or company *. By this means, both the gene- 
ral humour of that time was gratified, intent on plans of 
imaginary republics ; and an eafy method contrived for 
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CH A P. conducting underhand, and propagating ‘the fedition of 
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44 June. 
The king 
feizediby 
Joyce. 


Tuis terrible court, when affembled; having firft 
declared, that they found no di/fempers in the army, but 
many grievances, under which it laboured; immediately 
voted the offers of the parliament unfatisfaGtory. Eigh¢ 
weeks’ pay alone, they faid, was promifed; a fmall part 
of fifty-fix weeks, which they pretended to be their due: 
No vifible fecurity was given for the remainder: And 
hiving been declared public enemies by the commons, 
they might hereafter be profecuted as fuch, unlefs the 
declaration were recalled’. » Before: matters.came.to this 
height, Cromwel had’ pofted up to London, on pretence 
of laying before the:parliament the rifing difcontents of 
the army. 

THE parliament made one vigorous effort more, to try 
the force of their authority: They voted, that all the 
troops, which did not engage for Ireland, fhould inftantly 
be difbanded in their quarters. At the fame time, the 
council of the army ordered a general rendezvous of alk 
the regiments, in order to provide for their common in- 
terefts. And while they thus prepared themfelves for 
oppofition to the parliament, they ftruck a blow, which 
at once decided the vitory in their favour, 


A party of five hundred horfe appeared at Holdenby, 
conducted: by one Joyce, who had once been a taylor by 
profeffion; but was now advanced to the rank of cornet, 
and was an active agitator in the army. Without being 
oppofed by the guard, whofe affeétions were all on their 
fide ; Joyce came into the king’s preferice, armed with 
pitols, and told him, that he muft immediately go along 
withhim. Whither? faid the king. To the army; replied 
Joyce. By what warrant? afked the king. Joyce pointed 
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to the foldiers, whom he brought along; tall, handfomg © eo Ps 
and well accoutred. © Your warrant, faid Charles fmiling, L-+—y 


is writ in fair charafters, legible without fpeliing *. Th 
parliamentary commiffioners came into the room; The 
afked Joyce, whether he had any orders from the parlia 
ment? He faid, No: From the general? No: By wht 
authority he came? He made the fame reply as to the 
king: They would write, they faid, to the parliament to know 
their pleafure. You may do fo, replied Joyce 3) but-in tle 
mean time the king muft immediately go with me. Refiftance 
was vain, The king, after protracting the time as long 
as he could, went into his coach; and was fafely cor- 
duéted to the army, who were haftening to their rendez- 
yous at Triplo-Heath near Cambridge. ‘The parliamen:, 
informed of this event by their commiffioners, were thrown 
into the utmoft confternation !, 

Farrrax himfelf was no lefs furprized at the kings 
_attival. That bold meafure, executed by Joyce, had 
never been communicated to the general. The orde’s 
were entirely verbal; and no body avowed them, Anl, 
while every one affected aftonifhment at the enterpriz?, 
Cromwel, by whofe counfel it had been direéted, arrivd 
from London, and put an end to their deliberations. 

Turis artful and audacious confpirator had conduétd 
himfelf in the parliament with fuch profound diffimul:- 
tion, with fuch refined hypocrify, that he had long dt- 
ceived thofe, who, being themfelves very dextrous prat- 
titioners in the fame arts, naturally entertained the moe 
fufpicion againft others. At every intelligence of di- 
orders in the army, he was moved to the higheft pitch of 
erief and of anger. He wept bitterly: He lamented tie 
misfortunes of his country: He advifed every violeit 
meafure for fupprefling the mutiny ; and by thefe precipi- 


h Whitlocke, p. 254. Warwick, P. 299. 3 Ruf, vol. vi. 
P+ 534, 515+ Clarendon, vol. v. ps 47% 
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tate counfels, at once feemed to evince his own fincerity, 
and inflamed thofe difcontents, of which he intended te 
make advantage. He obtefted heaven and earth, that his 
devoted attachment to the parliament had rendered him 
fo odious in the army, that his life, while among them, 
was in the utmoft danger; and he had very narrowly 
efcaped a confpiracy, formed to affaflinate him. But in- 
formation being brought, that the moft aétive officers and 
agitators were entirely his creatures, the parliamentary 
leaders fecretly refolved, that, next day, when he came 
to the houfe, an accufation fhould be entered againt 
him, and he fhould be fent to the Tower *, Cromwel, 
who, in the conduct of his defperate enterprizes, fre- 
quently approached to the very brink of deftruGtion, knew 
how to make the requifite turn. with proper dexterity and 
boldnefs. Being informed of this defign, he haftened to 
the camp; where he was received with acclamations of 
joy, and was inftantly invefted with the fupreme com- 
mand both of general and army. 


Fairrax, having neither talents himfelf for cabal, 
nor penetration to difcover the cabals of others, had given 
his confidence entirely to Cromwel ; who, by the beft 
coloured pretences, and by the appearance of an open 
fincerity and a fcrupulous confcience, impofed on the eafy 
nature of this brave and virtuous man. The council of 
officers and the agitators were moved altogether by Crom- 
wel’s direction, and conveyed his will to the whole army. 
By his profound and artful conduct, he had now attained 
a fituation, where he could cover his enterprizes from 
public view; and feeming either to obey the commands 
of his fuperior officer, or yield to the. movements of the 
foldiers, could fecretly pave the way for his future great- 
nefs, While the diforders of the army were yet in their 
infancy, he kept at a diftance ; left his counterfeit averfion 


© Clarendon, vol. v. p. 46. 
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ment beget fufpicion in the parliament. As foon'as they nae 


came to maturity, he openly joined the troops; and in 
the critical moment, ftruck that important blow of feizing 
the king’s perfon, and depriving the parliament of any 
refource by an accommodation with him. Though one 
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vizor fell off, another {till remained, to cover his natural . 


countenance. Where delay was requifite, he could em- 
ploy the moft indefatigable patience: Where celerity was 
neceflary, he flew to a decifion. And by thus uniting in 
his perfon the moft oppofite talents, he was enabled to 
combine the moft contrary interefts in a fubferviency to 
his fecret purpofes. 

Tue parliament, though at prefent defencelefs, was 
poffeffed of many refources; and time might eafily enable 
them to refift that violence, with which they were threat- 
ened. Without farther deliberation, therefore, Crom- 
wel advanced the army upon them, and_arrived in a few 
days at St. Albans. 

Noruine could be more popular, than this hoftility, 
which the army commenced againft the parliament. As 
much as that affembly was once the idol of the nation, as 
much was it now become the object of general hatred and 
averfion. 

Tue felf-denying ordinance had no longer been put 
in execution, than till Effex, Manchefter, Waller, and 
the other officers of that party, had refigned their com- 
miffion: Immediately after, it was laid afide by tacit con- 
fent; and the members, fharing all offices of power and 
profit among them, proceeded with impunity in exercifing 
a&s of oppreflion on the helplefs nation. “Though the 
neceffity of their fituation might ferve as an apology for 
many of their meafures, the people, not accuftomed to 
fuch a fpecies of government, were not difpofed to make 

the requifite allowances, 
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A sMALL fupply of 100,000 pounds a year could 
cely be obtained by former kings from the jealous 
humour of parliaments ;-and the Englith, of all nations 
in Europe, were the leaft accuftomed to taxes: But this 
parliament, from the comniencement of the war, accord- 
ing to fome computations, had levied, -in five years, 
above forty millions!; and yet were loaded with debts 
and incumbrances, which, during that age, were regarded 
as prodigious. If thefe computations fhould be thought 
much exaggerated, as they probably are”, the taxes and 
impofitions were certainly far higher than in any former 
flate of the Englith government ; and fuch popular ex- 
aggerations are, at leaft, a proof of popular difcontents. 
Burr the difpofal of this money was no lefs the obje&t 
of general complaint againft the parliament thai the levy- 
ing of it. ‘The fum of 30,000 pounds they openly 
took, "tis affirmed", and divided among their own mem- 
bers.. The committees, to whom the management of the 
different branches of revenue was entrufted, never bfought 
in their accounts, and had unlimited power of fecreting 
whatcver fums they pleafed from the public treafure % 
Thefe branches were necdlefsly multiplied, in order to 
rehder the revenue more perplexed, to fhare the advan- 
tages among greater numbers, and to conceal the frauds, 
of which they were univerfally fufpedted », 
THE method of keeping accounts, practifed in the ex- 
chequer, was confefledly the exacteft, the moft ancient, 
! Clement Walker's hiftory of the two Juntos, orciced to his hiftory of 
independency, p. 8, This is an author of tpirit and ingenuity; and being a 
zealous parliamentarian, his authority is very confiderable, notwithfand. 
ing the air of fatire, which prevails in his writings. This computation, 


however, feems much too large; efpecially as the fequefrations, during the 
time of war, could not be fo confiderable as afterwards, 

m Yet the fame fum precifely is affigned in another book, called Royal > 
Treafury of England, P» 297. 2 Clement Walker’s hiftory of inde- 
pendency, p, 3, 166, © ibid, p. 8, P Id. ibid, 
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chequer was, for that reafon, abolifhed, and the revenue oy 


put under the management of a committee, who were 
fubje& to no controul *. 

® THE excife was an odious tax, formerly unknown to 
the nation; and was now extended over provifions, and 
the cominon neceflaries of life. Near one half of the 
goods and chattels, and at leaft one half of the lands, 


rents, and revenues of the kingdom, had becn fequeftered,, 


To great numbers of royalifts, all redrefs from thefe fe= 
queftrations was refufed : To the reft, the remedy could 
be obtaitied only by paying large compofitions and fub- 
fcribing the covenant, which they abhorred. — Befides 
pitying the ruin and defolation of fo many ancient and 
honourable families ; indifferent fpectators could not but 
blame the hardfhip of punifhing with fuch feverity, ac- 
tions, which the law, in its ufual and moft undifputed 
interpretation, ftrictly required of every fubject. 

THE feverities too, exercifed againft the epifcopal 
clergy, naturally affected the royalifts, and even all men 
of candor, in a fenfible manner. By the moft moderate 
computation’, it appears, that above one half of the 
eftablifhed clergy had been turned out to beggary and 
want, for no other crime than their adhering to the civil 
and religious principles, in which they had been edu- 
cated; and for their attachment to thofe laws, under 
whofé countenance they had at firft embraced that pro- 
fefion. ‘To renounce epifcopacy and the liturgy, and to 
fubferibe the covenant, were the only terms, which 
could fave them from fo rigorous a fate; and if the leaft 


q Clement Walker’s hiftory of independency, p. 8. : 
¥ See John Walker’s attempt towards recovering an account of the num~ 
bers and fufferings of the clergy. The parliament pretended to leave the 
fequeftered clergy a fifth of their revenue; but this author makes it fuffict- 
ently appear, that this provifion, {mall a3 it is, was never regularly paid the 
ejected clergy, 
: 5 mark 
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c Ht A P. mark of malignancy, as it was called, or affection to the 


ioe king, who fo entirely loved them, had ever efcaped their 
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lips, even this hard choice was not permitted. The 
facred charaéter, which gives the priefthood fuch autho- 
rity over mankind, becoming more venerable from the 
fufferings, endured, for the fake of principle, by thefe 
diftreffed royalifts, aggravated the general indignation 
againft their perfecutors. _ 

Burt what excited the moft univerfal complaint was,. 
the unlimited tyranny and defpotic rule of the country- 
committees. During the war, the difcretionary power 
of thefe courts was excufed, from the plea of neceffity : 
But the nation was reduced to defpair, when it faw nei- 
ther end put to their duration, nor bounds to their autho- 
rity. Thefe could fequefter, fine, imprifon, and corporally 
punifh, without law or remedy. They interpofed in 


_queftions of private property. Under colour of malig- 


nancy, they exercifed vengeance againft their private 
enemies. To the obnoxious, and fornetimes to the inno- 
cent, they fold their protection. And inftead of one 
ftar-chamber, which had been abolifhed, a great number 
were anew erected, fortified with better pretences, and 
armed with more unlimited authority s. 

CouLp any thing have encreafed the indignation againft 
that flavery, into which the nation, from the too eager 
purfuit of liberty, had fallen; it muft have been the re- 
flection on the pretences, by which the people had fo long 
been deluded, The fanctified hypocrites, who called 
their oppreflions the {poiling of the Egyptians, and their 


8 Clement Walker’s hiftory of independency, p. 5, Hollis gives the fume 
veprefentation, as Walker, of the plundering, oppreffions, and tyranny of 
the parliaments. Only, inftead of laying the fault on both parties, as Walker 
does, he afcribes it folely to the independent faGion, The prefbyterians in- 
deed, being commonly denominated the moderate party, would probably be 
more inotienfive, See Rufh, vol, viie ps 598, and Parl, Hift, vol. xve 
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rigid feverity the dominion of the Eled, interlarded all © ps P. 
their iniquities with long and fervent prayers, faved them- oy 
felves from blufhing by: their pious grimaces, and exer- 1647 
cifed, in the name of the Lord, all their cruelty on men. 
An undifguifed violence could be forgiven: But fuch a 
mockery of the underftanding, fuch an abufe of religion, 
were, with men of penetration, objects of peculiar refent- 
ment. 

Tue parliament, confcious of their decay in popularity, 
feeing a formidable armed force advance upon them, were 
reduced to defpair, and found all their refources much 
inferior to the prefent neceffity. London ftill retained a 
ftrong attachment to prefbyterianifm ; and its militia, 
which was numerous, and had acquired reputation in the 
wars, had, by a late ordinance, been put into hands, in 
whom the parliament could entirely confide. ‘This mili- 
tia was now called out, and ordered to guard the linc, 
which had been drawn round the city, in order to fecure 
it againft the king. A body of horfe was ordered to be 
inftantly levied. Many officers, who had been cafhiered 
by the new model of the army, offered their fervice to the 
parliament. An army of 5000 men lay in the north 
under the command of general Pointz, who was of the 
prefbyterian faétion; but thefe were too diftant to be 
employed in fo urgent a neceffity. The forces, deftined 
for Ireland, were quartered in the weft; and, though 
deemed faithful to the parliament, they alfo lay at a dii- 
tance. Many inland garrifons were commanded by offi- 
cers of the fame party ; but their troops, being fo much 
difperfed, could, at prefent, be of no manner of fervice. 
‘The Scots were faithful friends and zealous for prefbytery 
and the covenant ; but a long time was required, ere they 
could collect their forces, and march to the afliftance- of 
the parliament. 
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In this fituation it was thought more prudent to fub- 
mit, and by compliance to ftop the fury of the enraged 
army. The declaration, by which the military peti- 
tioners had been voted public enemies, was recalled, and 
erazed from the journal-book *. This was the firft fymp- 
tom, which the parliament gave of fubmiffion ; and the 
army, hoping, by terror alone, to effeét all their pur- 
pofes, ftopped at St. Albans, and entered into negocia- 
tion with their mafters. 

HERE commenced the encroachments of the military 
upon the civil authority. The army, in their ufurpa+ 
tions on the parliament, copied exaétly the model, which 
the parliament itfelf had fet them, in their recent ufurpa- 
tions on the crown. 

Every day, they rofe in their demands. If one-claim 
wag granted, they had another ready, {till more enor- 
mous and exorbitant ; and were determined never to be 
fatisfied. At firft, they pretended only to petition for 
what concerned themfélves as foldiers : Next, they mutt 
have a vindication of their charaéter : Then, it was ne- 
ceflary, that their enemies be punifhed ¥: At laft, they 
claimed a right of modelling the whole government, and 
fettling the nation ¥. 

Tuey preferved, in words, all deference and refpect 
to the parliament; but in reality, infulted them and ty- 
rannized over them. ‘That affembly, they pretended not 
to accufe: It was only evil counfellors, who feduced and 
betrayed it. 

THEY proceeded fo far as to name eleven members, 
whom, in general terms, they charged with high treafon, 
as enemies to the army and evil couinfellors to the parlia- 


t Rufh, vol, vii. p. 503, 547, Clarendon, vol. v. Pp 45~ 
« Rufh. vol, vii. p. 509. ¥ Ibid, vol, vii. p, 567, 633. Ibid. 
vol, viii. p, 731. 
ment, 
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fhent. ‘Their names were Hollis, Sir Philip Stapleton, 
Sir William Lewis, Sir John Clotworthy, Sir William 
Waller, Sir John Maynard, Mafley, Glyn, Long, Har- 
ley, and Nichols*.. ‘Thefe were the very leaders of the 
prefbyterian party. 

Tuey infifted, that thefe members fhould immediately 
be fequeftted from parliament, and be thrown into pri- 
fon ¥, The commons replied, that they could not, 
upon a general charge, proceed fo far 7. - The army ob- 
ferved to them, that the cafes of Strafford and Laud were 
direét precedents for that purpofe*. At laft, the eleven 
members themfelves, not to give occafion for difcord, 
begged leave to retire from the houfe ; and the army, 
for the prefent, feemed fatisfied with this proof of fub- 
miffion >, 

PRETENDING, that the parliament intended to levy 
war upon them, and to involve the nation again in blood 
and confufion, they required, that all new levies-fhould 
be ftopped. The parliament complied with this de- 
mand °; 


THERE being no figns of fefiftance, the army, in 


order to fave appearances, removed, at the defire of the 
parliament, to a greater diftance from London, and fixed 
their head quarters at Reading. They carried the king 
along with them in all their marches. 

Tuart prince now found himfelf in a better fituation 
than at Holdenby, and had attained fome greater degree 
of freedom, as well as of confideration with both parties, 

Aut his friends had accefgs to his prefence : His corre= 
fpondence with the queen was not interrupted: His 
chaplains were reftored to him, and he was allowed the 


* Ruth, vol.vii. p. 570, y Ibid, vol, vii. p. 572 

% Ibid, vol. vii. p. 592. 2 Ibid. vol. vii, p. 594. Whitlocke, 
Ps 259» b Ibid, vol. vil. p. $93, 594» © Roth. vol, viis 
P+ 5725 574+ 
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c Be Ps ufe of the liturgy: His children were once allowed té 


—— vifit him, and paffed a few days at Caverfham, where he 

4647 then tefided 4, He had not feen the duke of Glocefter, 

his youngeft fon, and the princefs Elizabeth, fince he 

left London, at the commencement of the civil diforders © ; 

hor the duke of York, fince he went to the Scottifh army 

before Newark. No private man, unacquainted with 

the pleafures of a court, and the tumult of a camp, mor 

paffionately loved his family; than did this good prince; 

and fuch an inftance of indulgence in the army was ex- 

tremely grateful to him. Cromwel, who was witnefs to 

the meeting of the royal family, confefled; that he never 

had been prefent at fo tender a f{cene; and he extremely 

applauded the benignity, which difplayed itfelf in the 
whole difpofition and behaviour of Charles, ; 

THar artful politician, as well as the leaders of all 
parties, payed court to the king ; and fortune, notwith« : 
ftanding all his calamities, feemed again to {mile upon 
him. The parliament, afraid of his forming fome aca 
commodation with the army, fpoke to him in a more 
refpectful ftyle than formerly; and invited him’ to refide 
at Richmond, and contribute his affiftance to the fettle- 
ment of the nation. The chief officers treated him with 
regard, and talked on all occafions of reftoring him to his 
juft powers and prerogatives. In the public declarations 
of the army; the fettlement of his teventie and authority 
was infifted on‘, The royalifts, every where, enter 
tained hopes of the reftoration of monarchy ; and the 
favour, which they univerfally bore the army, contri# 
buted very much to difcourage the parliament, and ta: 
forward their fubmiffion. 


4 Clarendon, vol. i: p, 535 $2, 576 =~ 
© When the king applied to have his children, the parliament always 
told him, that they could take as much care at London, both of their bodies 


and fouls, as could be done at Oxford, Parl, Ff. vol. xiii, p, 127. 
f Ruth, vol. vii: p. 590. 
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Tue king began to feel of what Semieguance he was. 
The more the national confufions encreafed, the more 


was he confident, that all parties would, at la, have 
recourfe to his lawful authority, as the only remedy for 
the public diforders. Yow cannot be without me, {aid he, 
on feveral occafions: You cannot -fettle the nation but by my 
afffiance. A people without government end without 


liberty, a parliament without authority, an army without 


m= 


a legal mafter: DiftraCtions every where, ‘terrors, oppref- 


Biaiisg convulfions: From this fcene of confufion, which 
could not long.continue, all men, he hoped, would be 
brought to reflect. on that ancient government, under 
which they and their anceftors had fo long enjoyed hap 
pinefs and tranquillity. 

Tuoucu Charles kept his ears open to all propofals, 
and expected to hold the balance between the oppoiite 
parties, he entertained more hopes of accommodation with 
the army. He had experienced the extreme rigour of the 
parliament. ‘They pretended totally to annihilate his 
authority : They had confined his perfon. In both thefe 
particulars, the army fhowed more indulgence®. He 
had-a free entercourfe with his friends. And ift the pro- 
pofals, which the council of officers fent for the fettle- 
ment of the nation, they infifted neither on the abolition 
of epifcopacy, nor on the puniihment of the royalifts ; 
the two points to which the king had’ the moft extreme 
reluctance : And they demanded, that a period thould be 
put to the prefent parliament, the event for which he 


moft ardently longed 

His conjunction too feemed more. na atural with the ge~ 
nerals, than with that ufurpin; Piatisees who ‘had fo 
long affumed the entire authority of the ftate, and who 


Shaik declared their refolution Aull to. continue mafters. 


& Warwick, p. 303, Parl, Hilt. vol. xvi, p. 40. Clarendon, vol. v. 
Ps 52. 
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AX, 


i he might draw over, he hoped, the whole military power, 


4647. 


and, inaninftant, reinftate himfelf in his civil authority. 
To Ireton he offered the lieutenancy of Ireland: To 
Cromwel, the garter, the title of earl of Effex, and the 
command of the army. Negociations to this purpofe 
were fecretly conducted. Cremwel pretended to hearken 
to them ; and was pleafed to keep the door open for an 
accommodation, if the courfe of events fhould, at any 
time, render it neceflary. And the king, who had no, 
fufpicion, that one, born a private gentleman, could 
entertain the daring ambition of feizing a feeptre, tranf- 
mitted through a long line of monarchs; indulged hopes, 

that he would, at la A, embrace a meafure, which, by all 
the motives sf duty, intereft, and fafety, feemed to be 
recommended to him. 

Wuite Cromwel allured the king by thefe expeGia- 
tions, he ftill continued his fcheme of reducing the par- 


hament to fubjection, and depriving them of all means 
of refiftance. ‘To gratify the army, the parliament in- 
vefted Fairfax with the title of general in chief of all the 
forces in“England and Ireland ; and entrufted the whole 
military authority to 2 perfon, who, though well inclined 
to their fervice, was no longer at his own difpofal. 


TuHey voted, that the troops, which, in obedience to 
them, had inlifted for Ireland, and deferted the rebellious 
army, fhould-be difbanded, or, in other words, be pu- 
nifhed for their fidelity. . The forces in the north, under 
Pointz, had already mutinied againft their general, and 
had entered into an aflociation with that body of the. 


‘army, which was fo fuccefsfully employed in exalting the 


military above the civil authority * 
THAT no refource might remain to the parliament, it 
was demanded, that the militia of London fhould be 


h Rufh, vol, vii, pe 620, 
changed, 
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Changed, the prefbyterian commiffioners difplaced, and 
the command reftored to thofe, who, during the courfe 
.of the war, had conftantly exercifed it. The parliament 
even complied with fo violent a demand, and pafied a 
vote in obedience to the army !. 

By this unlimited patience, they propofed to tempo- 
rize under their prefent difficulties, and they hoped to 
find a more favourable opportunity for recovering their 
authority and influence: But the impatience of the city 
loft them all the advantage of their cautious meafures 
A Nees againit the alteration of the militia'was carried 
Teftininiter, attended by the apprentices and feditious 
de, who befie ved the door of the houfe of com- 


mons ; and by.their clamo our, noife, and violence, obliged 
them to reverie that vote, which they had paffed fo lately. 
When gratified in this pretenfion, they immediately dif- 
perfed, and left the parliament at liberty * 

No fooner was intelligence of this tumult conveyed to 
Reading, than the army was put in motion. ‘The two 
houfes being under reftraint, they were refolved, they 
faid, to vindicate, againft the feditious citizens, the in- 
vaded privileges of parliament, and reftore that aflembly 
to its juit freedom of debate and counfel. In their way 
to London, they were drawn up on Hounflow-Heath; a 
formidable army, twenty thoufand ftrong, end deter- 
mined, without regard to laws or liberty, to purfue 
whatever meafures their generals fhould ‘dictate to them, 
Here the moft favourable'event happened, to quicken and 
encourage their advance. The fpeakers of the two houfes, 
Manchefter and Lenthal, attended with cight peers, and 
about fixty commoners, having fecretly retired from the 
city; prefented themfelves with their maces, and all the 
enfigns of their dignity ; and complaining of the-violence 


i Ruhh, vol; vii. p. 629, 632. Kk Ibid, vol. vii. p. 641, 643+ 
Clarendon, vol. ve p» 6i, Whitlocke, p, 269. Cl, Walker, p. 38. 
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put upon them, applied to the army for defence and pro- 
tection. They were received with fhouts and acclama- 
tions: Refpect was paid to them as to the parliament of 


England: And the army being provided with fo plaufible, 


a pretence, which, ‘in all public tranfaCtions, is of great 


confequence, advanced to chaflife the rebellious city, and 
to re-inftate the violated parliament }, 

NeiTHeER Lenthal nor Manchefter were efteemed in- 
dependents; and fuch a ftep in them was unexpected. 
But they probably forefaw, that the army muft, in the 
end, prevail; .and they were willing to pay court in 
time to that authority, which began to predominate i in 
the nation. 

THE parliament, forced from their temporizing mea- 
fures, and obliged to refign, at once, or combat for their 
liberty and power, prepared themfelves with vigour.for 
defence, and determined to refift the violence of the 
army. The two houfes immediately chofe new fpeakers, 
lord Hunfdon, and Henry Pelham: They renewed their 
former orders for inlifting troops: They appointed Maf- 
fey to be commander: They ordered the trained bands, 
to man the lines: And the whole city was in a ferment, 
and refounded with military preparations ™, 5 

WHEN any intelligence arrived, that the army ftopped 
or retreated, the fhout of One and all, ran with alacrity, 
from ftreet to ftreet,.among the citizens: When news. 
came of their advancing, the cry of Treat and capitulate 
was no lefs loud and vehement". The terror of an uni- 
verfal pillage, and even maffacre, had feized the timid 
inhabitants. 

As the army approached, Rainfborow, being fent by 
the general over the river, prefented himfelf before South- 
wark, and was gladly received by fome foldiers, wha 

1 Rufh, vol, viii. p. 750. Clarendon, vol. v. p, 63. 


™ Rufh. vol. vii, p. 646, BR Whitlocke, p. 265,- : 
were 


CHARLES I. 103 


were quartered there for its defence, and who were re- Cc od P. 


folved not to feparate their interefts from thofe of the 
army. It behoved then the parliament to fubmit. The ia 
army marched in triumph through the city ; but preferved 
the greateft order, decency, and appearance of humility, 
They conduéted to Weftminfter the two fpea ukers, who 
took their feats as if nothing had happened. ‘The eleven 
impeached members, being accufed as authors of the 
tumult, were expelled; and moft of them retired beyond 
fea: Seven peers were impeached :~ The mayor, one 

fheriff, and three aldermen, fent to the Tower : : Several 
citizens and officers of the militia committed to, prifon : 
Every deed of the parliament annulled, from the day of 
the tumult till the return of the {peakers : The lines 
about the city levelled: The militia reftored to the inde- 
pendents: Regiments quartered in Whitehall and the tind 
Meufe: And the parliament being reduced to a regular parliament, 
formed fervitude, a day was appointed of folemn thank{- 
giving to God for the reftoration of its liberty ° 

Tue independent party exulted in their victory. The 

whole authority of the nation, they imagined, was lodged 
in their hands; and they had a near profpect of moulding 
the government into that imaginary republic, which had 
fous been the object of their wifhes. “They had fecretly 
cele in all encroachments of the military upon the 
civil power ; and they expected, by the terror of the 
fword, to impofe a more perfect fyftem of liberty on the 
relu@tant nation. All parties, the king, the church, the 
parliament, the prefbyterians, had been guilty of errors, 
fince the commencement of thefe diforders: But it mut 
be confefled, that this delufion’ of the independents and 
republicans was, of all others, the moft contrary to com- 
mon fenfe and the eftablifhed maxims of policy. Yet 
were the leaders of that party, Vane, Fiennes, St. John, 
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CH AP. Martin, the men in England the moft celebrated for pro- 
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{ , found thought and deep contrivance ; and by their wells 
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coloured pretences and profeffions, they had over-reached 
the whole nation. To deceive fuch men would argue a 
fuperlative capacity in Cromwed; were it not, that, befides 
the great difference there is between dark, crooked councils 
and true wifdom, an exorbitant paffion for rule and au- 
thority will make the moft prudent overlook the danger- 
ous confequences of fuch meafures as feem to tend, in 
any degree, to their own advancement. 

Tue leaders of the ‘army, having eftablithed their 
dominion over the parliament and city, ventured to bring 
the king to Hampton-Court; and he lived, for fame time, 
in that palace, with an appearance of dignity and free- 
dom. Such equability of temper did he poffefs, that, 
during all the variety of fortune, which he underwent, 
no difference was perceived in his countenance or beha- 
viour ; and though a prifoner, in the hands of his mof 


inveterate enemies, he-fupported, towards all who ap- 
proached him, the majefty of a monarch; and that, nei- 
ther with lefs nor greater ftate, than what he had been 
accuftomed to maintain. His manner, which was not in 
itfelf popular nor gracious, now appeared amiable, from 
its great meeknefs and equality. 


‘THE parliament renewed their applications to him, 
and prefented him with the fame conditions, which they 
had offered at Newcaftle, ‘The king declined accepting 
them, and defired the parliament to take the propofals of 
the army into confideratian, and make them the foundation 
of the public fettlement?, He ftill entertained hopes, 
that his negotiations with the generals would be crowned 
with fuccefs; though every thing, in that particular, 
bore daily a worfe afpect. Mott ‘hiftorians have thought, 
that Cromwel never was fincere in his profeffions ; and 
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that, having by force, rendered himfelf, mafter of the C HA Ps 
king’s perfon, and, by fair pretences, acquired the coun- , . 


tenance of the royalifts, he had employed thefe advantages 
to the enflaving of the parliament: And afterwards thought 
of nothing but the eftablifiment of his own unlimited 
authority, with which he eftcemed the reftoration, and 
even life of the king, altogether incompatible. This 
opinion, fo much warranted by the boundlefs ambition and 
profound diffimulation of his character, meets with ready 
belief; though it is,more agreeable to the narrownefs of 
human views, and the darknefs of futurity, to fuppofe, 
that this daring ufurper was guided by events, and did 
not, as yet, forefee, with any aflurance, that unparalleled 
greatnefs, which he afterwards attained. Many writers 
of that age have afferted 4, that he really intended to make 
a private bargain with the king ; a meafure, which car- 
ried the moft plaufible appearance both for his fafety and 
advancement: But that he found infuperable difficulties 
in reconciling to it the wild humours of the army, The 
horror and antipathy of thefe fanatics had, for many 
years, been artfully fomented againft Charles; and though 
their principles were, on all occafions, eafily warped and 
eluded by private intereft, yet was fome colouring requi- 
fite, and a flat contradiction to all former profeffions and 
tenets could not fafely be propofed to them. It is cer- 
tain, at leaft, that Cromwel made ufe of this reafon, 
why he admitted rarely of vifits from the king’s friends, 
and fhowed lefs favour than formerly to the royal caufe. 
The agitators, he faid, had rendered him odious to the 
army, and had reprefented him as a traitor, who, for the 
fake of private intereft, was ready to betray the caufe of 
God to the great enemy of piety and religion. Defperate 
projects too, he afferted to be fecretly formed, for the 
murder of the king; and he pretended ‘much to dread 
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left all his a gee and that of the commanding officers, 
would not be able reftrain thefe enthufjafts from their 


sbloody purpofes *. 


7 ught to the king of 
menaces thrown out by the agita 3 he began to think 
of retiring from Hampton- Cour rt, mn of putting himfelf 
in tome piace of fafety. The guards were doubled upon 
him: The promifcuous concourfe of people reftrained : 
A more jealous care exerted in attending his perfon : All, 
under colour of protecting him from danger; but really 
with a view of making him uneafy in his prefent fituation, 
Thefe artifices foon produced the intended effe@, Charles, 
who was naturally apt to be { fwayed by counfel, and who 
had not then accefs to any good counfel, took fuddenly a 
refolution of withdrawing himéelf, though without any. 
concerted, at leaft, any rational fcheme, for the future 
difpofal of his perfon. Attended only by Sir John Berke- ° 
ley, Afhburnham, and Leg, he priva ately left Hampton- 
Court; and his efcape was not difcovered, till near an 
hour after ; when thofe, who entered his chamber, found 


‘on the table fome letters directed to the parliament, to 


King flies to 
the ifle of 
Wight, 


the general, and to the officer, who had attended him of 
All night, he travelled through the foreft, and arrived 
next day at Tichfield, a feat of the earl of Southampton’s, 
where the countefs dowager refided, a woman of honour, 
to whom, the king Bice: he might fafely entruft his per- 
fon. Before he arrived at this place, 2 had gone to the - 
fea-coaft ; and exprefled | great anxiety, that a fhip, which. 
he feeined to look for, had not arrived ; ad from thence, 
Berkeley and Leg, who were not in Ke fecret, conjec- 
tured, that his intention was to tran{port himfelf beyond 
fea. 

THE king could not hope to remain long concealed at 
‘Tichfield : What meafure fhould next be embraced, was 
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the queftion. In the neighbourhood lay the ifle of Wight, © Be P. 
of which Hammond was governor. ‘T’his man was en- lesecuaenall 
tirely dependent on Cromwel. At his recommendation 1647. 
he had married a daughter of the famous Hampden, who, 
during his life-time, had been an intimate friend of Crom- 
wel, and whofe memory was ever religioufly refpected by 
him. .Thefe circumftances were very unfavourable: Yet, 
becaufe the governor was nephew to Dr. Hammond, the 
king’s avourite chaplain, and had acquired a. good: cha- 
racter in the army, it was thought proper to haye recourfe 
to him, in the prefent exigence, when no other rationah 
expedient could be thought of. Athburnham and Berke- 
ley were difpatched to the ifland. ‘They had orders not 
to inform Hammond of the place, where the king lay con; 
cealed, till they had firft obtained a promife from him not 
to deliver up his majefty, though the parliament and 
army fhould require him; but to reftore him to his liberty, 
if he could not protect him. This promife, it is evident, 
would have been a very flender fecurity: Yet even with- 
out exacting it, Afhburnham, imprudently, if not trea- 
cheroufly, brought Hammond to Tichfield; and the king 
was obliged to put himfelf into his hands, and to attend 
him to Carifbroke-caftle in the ifle of Wight, where, = 
though received with great demonftrations of refpect and 
duty, he was in reality a prifoner, 

Lorp CLARENDON ‘is pofitive, that the king, when 
he fled from Hampton-Court, had no intention of going 
to this ifland ; and indeed, all the circumftances of that 
hiftorian’s narrative, which we” have here followed, 
ftrongly favour this opinion, But there remains a letter 
of Charles’s to the earl of Laneric, fecretary of Scotland; 
in which he plainly intimates, that. that meafure was 
voluntarily embraced, and even infinuates, that, if he 
had thought proper, he might have been in Jerfey or any 
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cH A P. other place of fafety". Perhaps, he ftill confided in the 
LIX, . A 
tym Promifes of the generals; and flattered himfelf, that, if . 
1647. he were removed from the fury of the agitators, by which 
his life was immediately threatened, they would execute 
what they had fo often promifed in his favour. 
WHATEVER may be the truth in this matter; for it is 
impoffible fully to afcertain the truth; Charles never took 
a weaker ftep, nor one more agreeable to Cromwel and 
all his enemies. He was now lodged in-a place, removed 
from his partizans, at the difpofal of the army, whence 
it would be very difficult to deliver him, either by force 
or artifice. And though it was always in thé power of 
Cromwel, whenever he pleafed, to have fent him thi- 
ther ; yet fuch a meafure would have been very invidious, 
if not attended with fome danger. That the king fhould 
voluntarily throw himfelf into the {nare, and thereby 
gratify his implacable perfecutors, was to them an inci- 
dent peculiarly fortunate, and proved in the iffue- very 
fatal to him. 


CromweL, being now entirely mafter: of the parlia- 
ment, and free from all anxiety, with regard to the cuf- 
tody of the king’s perfon, applied himfelf ferioufly to 
quell thofe diforders in the army, which he himfelf had 
fo artfully raifed, and fo fuccefsfully employed, againft 
both king and parliament. In order to engage the troops 
into a rebellion againft their mafters, he had encouraged 
an arrogant fpirit among the inferior officers and private 
men; and the camp, in many refpeéts, carried more the 
appearance of civil liberty than of military obedience, 
The troops themfelves were formed into a kind of repub- 
lic; and the plans of imaginary republics, for the {ettle- 
ment of the ftate, were, every day, the topics of con- 
verfation among thefe armed legiflators, Royalty it was 
agreed to abolifh: Nobility muft be fet afide: Even all 


ces 
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ranks of men be levelled; and an univerfal equality of © ux. 


property, as well as of power, be introduced among the ——.— 


citizens. The faints, they faid, were the falt of the 
earth: An entire parity had place among the elect: 
And, by the fame rule, that the apoftles were exalted 
from the moft ignoble profeffions, the meaneft fentinel, if 
enlightened by the fpirit, was entitled to equal regard with 
the greateft commander. In order to wean the foldiers 
from thefe licentious maxims, Cromwel had iffued orders 
for difcontinuing the meetings of the agitators ; and he 
pretended to pay entire obedience to the parliament, 
whom, being now reduced fully to fubjection, he pro- 
pofed to make, for the future, the inftruments of his 
authority. But the Levellers, for fo that party in the 
army was Called, having experienced the fweets of do- 
minion, would not fo eafily be deprived of it. They 
fecretly continued their meetings: They afferted, that 
their officers, as much as any part of the church or ftate, 
ftood in need of reformation: Several regiments joined 
in feditious remonftrances and petitions ¥: Separate ren- 
devoufes were concerted: And every thing tended to 
‘total anarchy and confufidn. But this diftemper was foon 
cured by the rough, but dextrous hand of Cromwel, He 
chofe the opportunity of a review, that he might difplay 
the greater boldnefs, and {pread the terror the wider. 
He feized the ringleaders before their companions: Held 
in the field a council of war: Shot one mutineer in- 
ftantly: And ftruck fuch dread into the reft, that they 
prefently threw down the fymbols of fedition, wh:ch they 
had difplayed, and thenceforth returned to their wonted 
difcipline and obedience *. 

Cromwez had great deference for the counfels of Ire- 
ton; a man, who, having grafted the foldier on the 
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u~— ciples as were fitted to introduce the fevereft tyranny; 
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while they feemed to encourage the moft unbounded 
licence, in human fociety. Fierce in his nature, though 
probably fincere in his intentions; he propofed by arbi- 
trary power to eftablith liberty, and, in profecution of his 
imagined religious purpofes, he thought himfelf difpenfed 
from all the ordinary rules of morality, by which inferior 
mortals muft allow themfelves to be governed. From his 
fuggeftion, Cromwel fecretly called at Windfor a2 coun- 
cil of the chief officers, in order to deliberate concerning 
the fettlement of the nation, and the future difpofal of the 
king’s perfon’. In this conference; which commenced 
with devout prayers, poured forth by Cromwel himfelf 
and other infpired perfons (for the officers of this army 
received -infpiration with their commiffion;) was’ firlt 
opened the daring and unheard-of counfel, of bringing 
the king to juftice,; and of punifhing, by-a judicial fen- 
tence, their fovereign for his pretended tyranny and mal- 
adminiftration. ‘While Charles lived, even though res 
ftrained to the clofett prifon, confpiracies, they knew, 
and infurre€tions would never. be wanting, in favour of a 
prince, who was’ fo extremely revered and beloved by his 
own party, and whom the nation in general began to 
regard with great affection and compaffion. ‘T’o murder 
him privately was expofed to the imputation of injuitice 
and cruelty, aggravated by the bafenefs of fuch a crime; 
and every odious epithet of Traitor and Affaffin would, by 
the general voice of mankind, be undifputably afcribed 
to the actors in fuch a villany. Some unexpeéted pro- 
cedure muft be attempted, which would aftonith the 
world by its novelty, would bear the femblance of juftice, 
and would cover its barbarity by the audacioufnels of the 
enterprize. Striking in with the fanatical notions of the 
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entire equality of mankind, it would enfure the devoted © H A Pa 
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obedience of the army, and ferve as a general engage- 
iment againft the royal family, whom, by their open and 
united deed, they would fo heinoufly affront and injuré 7. 

Tuts meafure, therefore, being fecretly refolved on; 
it was requifite, by degrees, to make the parliament adopt 
it, and to conduct them from violence to violence ; till 
this laft a& of atrocious iniquity fhould feem,°in a man= 
ner, wholly inevitable. The king, in order to remove 
thofe fears and jealoufies, which were perpetually pleaded 
as reafons for every invafion of the conftitution, had, 
offered, by a meflage, fent from Carifbroke-caftle, to 
refign, during his own life, the power of the militia and 
the nomination to all the great offices; provided, that, 
after his death, thefe prerogatives fhould revert to the 
crown*. But the parliament.acted entirely as victors and 
enemies; and, in all their tranfactions with him, payed 
no longer any regard to equity or reafon.. At the infti- 
gation of the independents and army, they negleéted this 
offer, and framed four propofitions, which they fent him 
as preliminaries ; and; before they would deign to treat, 
they demanded his pofitive affent to all of them. By one, 
” he was required.to inveft.the parliament with the military 
power for twenty years, together with an authority to 
levy whatever money fhould be neceflary for exercifing it: 
And even after the twenty yeats fhould be elapfed, they 
referved a right of refuming the fame authority, when- 
ever they fhould declare the fafety of the kingdom to re- 


The following was a favourite text among the enthufiafts of that ages 
* Let the high praifes of God be in the mouths of his faints, and a two- 
** fold fword in their hands, to execute vengeance upen the heathen and 
* punifhment upon the people ; to bind their kings with chains and their 
‘* nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judgments written: 
<* This honour have all his faints.’” Pfalm exlix. yer. 6, 7, 8, 9» Hugh 
Peters, the mad chaplain of Cromwel, preached frequently upon this text, 
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c po Ps guire it. By the fecond, he was to recall all his procla+ 
~~ Mations and declarations againft the parliament, and 
3647+ acknowledge that aflembly to have taken arms in theif 
juft and “neceflary defence. By the third, he was tod 

annul all the a¢ts, and void all the patents of peerage, 

which had pafled the great feal, fince it had been carried 

from London by lord-keeper Littleton; and at the fame 

time, renounce for the future the power of making peers 

without confent of parliament. By the fourth, he gave 

the two houfes power to adjourn as they thought proper! 

A demand feemingly of no great confequence ; but con 

trived by the independents, that they might be able to 

remove the parliament to places, where it fhould remain 

in perpetual fubjection to the army °, 


3648. Tue king regarded the pretenfion as unufual and 


exorbitant, that he fhould make fuch conceffions, while 
infecure of any fettlement; and fhould blindly truft his 


enemies for the conditions, which they were afterwards 
to grant him, He required, therefore, a perfonal treaty 
with the parliament, and defired, that all the terms, on 
both fides, fhould be adjufted, seis any conceffions, oni 
either fide, fhould be infifted on. The republican party 
in the houfe pretended to take fire at this anfwer; and 
openly inveighed, in violent terms, againft the perfon and 
government of the king; whofe name, hitherto, had 
commonly, in all debates, been mentioned with fome 
degree of reverence. Ireton, feeming to fpeak the fenfé 
of the army, under the appellation of many thoufand 
godly men, who had ventured their lives in defence of 
the parliament, faid, that the king, by denying the four 
bills, had refufed fafety and protetion to his people; that 
their obedience to him was but a reciprocal duty for his 
protection of them; and that, as he had failed on his 
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part, they were freed from all obligations to allegiance, © H is P, 
and mutt fettle the nation, without confulting any longer Gag 
fo mifguided a prince*, Cromwel, after giving anam- =. 1648. 
ple character of the valour, good affeétions, and god- 
linefs of the army, fubjoined, that it was expected the 
parliament fhould guide and defend the kingdom by their 
‘own power and refolutions, and not accuftorn the people 
any longer to expect fafety and government from an obfti- 
mate man, whofe heart God had hardened ; that thofe, 
who, at the expence of their blood, had hitherto defended 
the parliament from fo many dangers, would ftill con- 
tinue, with fidelity and courage, to sis them againft 
all oppofition, in this vigorous meafure. Teach them 
“¢ not,” added he, ** by your neglecting your own fafety 
© and that of the kingdom (in which theirs too is in- 
** volved) to imagine themfelves betrayed, and their i 
** interefts abandoned to the rage and malice of an irre- 
** concileable enemy, whom, for your fake, they have 
“ dared to provoke. Beware, (and at thefe words he laid 
“* bis hand on his fword) beware, left defpair caufe them c 
** to feek fafety by fome other means, than by adhering 
** to you, who know not howto confult yourown fafety 4,” 
Such arguments prevailed; though ninety-one members 
had dtill the courage to oppofe. It was voted, that no sth Jan. 
more addrefles be made to the king, inor any letters or 
meflages be received from him ; and that it be treafon for 
any one, without leave of the two houfes, to have any 
entercourfe with him. ‘The lords ‘concurred in the fame 
ordinance °. 

By this vote of non-addrefles, for fo it was called, the 
king was, in reality, dethraned, and the whole confti- 
tution formally overthrown. So violent a meafure was 
fupported by a declaration of the commons no lefs violent. 
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cu 4+ The blackeft calumnies were there thrown upon the 
———~4 king ; fuch as, even in their famous remonftrance, they 
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thought proper to omit, as incredible and extravagant : 
The poifoning of his father, the betraying of Rochelle, 
the contriving of the Irith maffacre‘. By blafting his 
fame, had that injury been in their power, they formed 
avery proper prelude to the executing of violence on his 
perfon. : 

No fooner had the king refufed his affent to the four 
bills, than Hammond, by orders from the army, removed 
all his fervants, cut off his correfpondence with his 
friends, and fhut him up in clofe confinement. The 
king afterwards fhowed to Sir Philip Warwick, a decre- 
pid old man, who, he faid, was employed to kindle his 
fire, and was the beft company he enjoyed, during feveral 
months that this rigorous confinement lafted . No 
amufement was allowed him, nor fociety, which might 
relieve his anxious thoughts: To be fpeedily poifoned or 
aflaflinated was the only profpeét, -which he had, every 
moment, before his eyes: For he entertained no appre- 
henfion of a judicial fentence and execution; an event, 
ef which no hiftory hitherto furnifhed an example. 
Meanwhile the parliament was very induftrious in pub- 
lithing, from time to time, the intelligence, which they 
received from Hammond; how chearful the king was, 
how pleafed with every one that approached him, how 
fatisfied in his prefent condition *: As if the view of fuch 
benignity and.conftancy had not been more ‘proper to 
inflame, than allay, the general compaffion of the people. 
‘The great fource, whence the king derived confolation 
amidft all his calamities, was undoubtedly religion; a 
principle, which, in him, feems to have contained nothing 
fherce or gloomy, nothing which enraged him againft his, 
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adverfaries, or terrified him with the difmal profpe& of C ¥A Ps 


futurity. While every thing around him bore a hoftile L—~)— 
afpect ; while friends, family, relations, whom he paf- 1480, 
fionately loved, were placed at a diftance, and unable to 

ferve him; he repofed himfelf with confidence in the 

arms of that Being, who penetrates and fuftains all nature, 

and whofe feverities, if received with piety and refigna- 

tion, he regarded as the fureft pledges of unexhaufted 
favour. 


‘THe parliament and army, meariwhile, enjoyed not, Second civii 
in tranquillity, that power, which they had obtained “*™ 
with fo much violence and injuftice. Combinations and 
confpiracies, they were fenfible, were every where form- 
ing around them; and Scotland, whence the king’s caufe 
had received the firft fatal difafter, feemed now to promife 
it fupport and affiftance. 


Berrore the furrender of the king’s perfon at New- 
eaftle, and much more, fince that event, the fubjects of 
difcontent had been daily multiplying between the two 
kingdoms. The independents, who began to prevail, 
took all occafions of mortifying the Scots, whom the 
prefbyterians looked on with the greateft affection and 
veneration. When the Scottifh commiflioners, who, 
joined te a committee of Englifh lords and commons, 
had managed the war, were ready to depart, it was pro- 
pofed in parliament to give them thanks for their civilities 
and good offices. The independents prevailed, that the 
words, Good offices, fhould be ftruck out; and thus the 
whole brotherly friendfhip and intimate alliance with the 
Scots, refolved itfelf into an acknowledgement of their 
being well-bred gentlemen. 

THE advance of the army to London, the fubjection 
of the parliament, the feizing of the king at Holdenby, 
his confinement in Carifbroke-caftle, were fo many blows, 
fenfibly felt by that nation ; as threatening the final over= 
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throw of prefbytery, to which they were: fo paflionately 


w+ devoted. The covenant was profanely called, in the 
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Invafion 
from Scot- 
Jand, 


houfe of commons, an almanac out of datei; and that 
impiety, though complained of, had paffed uncenfured, 
Inftead of being able to determine and eftablifh ortho- 
doxy by the fword and by penal ftatutes, they faw the 
fectarian army, who were abfolute mafters, claim an un- 
bounded liberty of confcience, which the prefbyterians 
regarded with the utmoft abhorrence. All the violences, 
put on the king, they loudly blamed, as repugnant to 
the covenant, by which they ftood engaged to defend his 
royal perfon. And thofe very aCtions, of which they 
themfelves had’ been guilty, they denominated treafon 
and rebellion, when executed by an oppofite party. 

The earls of Loudon, Lauderdale, and Laneric, who 
were fent to London, protefted againft the four “propo 
fitions ; as containing too great a diminution of the king’s 
civil power, and providing no fecurity for religion, They 
complained, that, notwithftanding this proteftation, the 
propofitions were ftill infifted on; contrary to the folemn 
league, and to the treaty between the two nations. And 
when they accompanied the Englifh commiffioners to the 
ifle of Wight, they fecretly formed a treaty with the 
king, for arming Scotland in his favour *, 


THREE parties, at that time, prevailed in Scotland: 
‘The Royali/is, who infifted upon the reftoration of the 
king’s authority, without any regard to religious fects or 
tenets: Of thefe Montrofe, though abfent, was regarded 
as the head. The Rigid pre/byterians, who hated the king, 
even more than they abhorred toleration ; and who deter- 
mined to give him no affiftance, till he fhould fubfcribe 
the covenant: Thefe were governed by Argyle, The 
Moderate prefbyterians, who endeavoured to reconcile the 
interefts of religion and of the crown, and hoped, by 


3 Cl. Walker, Pe 80, k Clarendon, vol. v, p. 10%, 


fup- 


Lah en ee 


Le > nea 


CHARLES 4 


ug 


fupporting the prefbyterian party in England, to fupprefs € Fe i Pe 
the fectarfan army, and to re-inftate the parliament, as FB 


well as the king, in theit juft freedom and authority : 
The two brothers, Hamilton and Laneric, were leaders 
of this party, 

WueEn Pendennis caftle was furrendered to the parli- 
amentary army, Hamilton, who then obtained his liberty, 
returned into Scotland; and being generoufly determined 
to remember ancient favours, more than recent injuries, 
he immediately embraced, with zeal and fuccefs, the 
protection of the royal caufe.. He obtained a yote from 
the Scotch parliament to arm 40,000 men in fupport of 
the king’s authority, and to call over a confiderable body 
under Monro, who commanded the Scottifh forces. in 
Ulfter. And though he openly protefted, that the co» 
venant was the foundation of all his meafures, he fecretly 
formed an alliance with the Englifh royalifts, Sir Mar- 
maduke Langdale and Sir Philip Mufgrave, who had 
levied confiderable forces in the north of England. 

THE general aflembly, who fat at the fame time, and 
was guided by Argyle, dreaded the confequence of thefe 
meafures, and forefaw, that the oppofite party, if fuc- 
cefsful, would effect the reftoration of monarchy, with= 
- out the eftablifhment of prefbytery, in England. To 
join the king before he had fub{cribed the covenant, was, 
in their eyes, to reftore him to his honour before Chrift 
had obtained his!; and they thundered out anathemas 
againft every one, who payed obedience to the parlia- 
ment. Two fupreme independent judicatures were 
ereted in the kingdom; one threatening the people with 
damnation and eternal torments, the other with impri- 
fonment, banifhment, and military execution, The 
people were diftracted in their choice ; and the armament 
of Hamilton’s party, though feconded by all the civil 
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C HA P. power, went on but flowly. The royalifts he would 
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Ua Not, as yet, allow to join him, left he might give offence 


2648. 


to the ecclefiaftical party; though he fecretly promifed 
them truft and preferment, as foon as his army fhould 
advance into England. 

Wuite the Scots were making preparations for the 
invafion of England, every part of that kingdom was 
agitated with tumults, infurrections, confpiracies, dif- 
contents. It is feldom, that the people gain any thing 
by revolutions in government ; becaufe the new fettle- 
ment, jealous and infecure, muft commonly be fupported 
with more expence and feverity than the old: But on no 
occafion was the truth of this maxim more fenfibly felts 
than in the prefent fituation of England. Complaints 
againft the oppreffion of fhip-money, againft the tyranny 
of the ftar-chamber, had rouzed the people to arms: And 
having gained a complete victory over the crown, they 
found themfelyes loaded with a multiplicity of taxes, 
formerly unknown ; and {carcely an appearance of law 
and liberty remained in the adminiftration. The pref- 
byterians, who had chiefly fupported the war, were 
enraged to find the prize, juft when it feemed within 
their reach, {natched ,by-violence from them. The roy- 
alifts, difappointed in their expectations, by the cruel 
treatment which the king now received from the army, 
were {trongly animated to reftore him to liberty, and to 
recover the advantages, which they had unfortunately 
loft, All orders of men were inflamed with indignation 
at feeing the military prevail over the civil power, and 
king and parliament at once reduced to fubjection by-a 
mercenary army.. Many perfons of family and diftinc- 
tion had, from the beginning of the war, adhered to the 
parliameat ; But*all thefe were, by the new party, de- 
prived of authority ; and every office was entrufted to the 
moft ignoble part of the nation. A bafe populace ex- 

j alted. 
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eltéd above their fuperiors: Hypocrites exercifing ini- C H A Pe 
quity under the vizor of religion: Thefe circumftances AEE 
promifed not much liberty or lenity to the people; and 764% 
thefe were now found united, in the fame ufurped and 

legal adminiftration. 


‘THoucu the whole nation feemed to combine in their 
hatred of military tyranny, the ends, which the feveral 
parties propofed, were fo different, that little concert was 
obferved in their infurrections, Langhorne, Poyer, and 
Powel, Prefbyterian officers, who commanded bodies of 
troops in Wales, were the firft that declared themfelves ; 
and they drew together a confiderable army in thofe parts, 
_ which were extremely devoted to the royal caufe. An 
infurre€tion was raifed in Kent by young Hales and the 
earl of Norwich. Lord Capel, Sir Charles Lucas, Sir 
George Lifle, excited commotions in Effex. The earl 
of Holland, -who had feveral times changed party, fince 
the commencement of the civil wars, endeavoured to 
aflemble forces in Surrey. Pomfret caftle in Yorkfhire 
was furprized by Morrice. Langdale and Mufgrave 
were in arms, and mafters of Berwic and Carlifle in the 
north. 


WHat feeined the moft dangerous circumftance ; the 
general fpirit of difcontent had feized the fleet. Seven- 
teen fhips, lying in the mouth of the river, declared for 
the king ; and putting Rainfborow, their admiral, afhore, 
failed over to Holland, where -the prince of Wales took 
the command of them”. 

Tue Englith royalifts exclaimed loudly againft Ha- 
milton’s delays, which they attributed to a refined po- 
licy in the Scots} as if their intentions were, that all the 
king’s party fhould firft be fuppreffed, and the victory 
remain folely to the prefbyterians, Hamilton, with better 
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teafon, complained of the precipitate humour of the Eng~ 


i -~ww lith royalifts, who, by their ill-timed infurrections, forced 
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him to march his army, before his levies were completed, 
or his preparations in any forwardnefs, 

No commotions, beyond a tumult of the apprentices, 
which was foon fupprefled, were raifed in London: The 
terror of the army kept the citizens in fubjeCtion." The 
parliament was fo over-awed, that they declared the 
Scots to be enemies, and all who joined them, traitors. 
Ninety members, however, of the lower houfe had the 
courage to diflent from this vote. 

Cromwer and the military council prepared them- 
felves with vigour and conduét for defence. The eftab- 
lifhment of the army was, at this time, 26,000 men ; but 
by inlifting fupernumeraries, the regiments were greatly 
augmented, and commonly confifted of more than double 
their ftated complement". Colonel Horton frit attacked: 
the revolted troops in Wales, and gave them a confider- 
able defeat. The remnants of the vanquifhed threw 
themfelves into Pembroke, and were there clofely be- 
fieged, and foon after taken, by Cromwel. Lambert 
was oppofed to Langdale and Mufgrave in the north, 
and gained advantages over them. Sir Michael Livefey 
defeated the earl of Holland: at Kingfton, and purfuing 
his victory, took him prifoner at St. Neots. Fairfax, 
having routed the Kentith royalifts at Maidftone, fol- 
lowed the broken army : And when they joined the roy- 
alifts of Effex, and threw themfelves into Colchefter ; he 
laid fiege to that place, which defended itfelf to the laft. 
extremity. A new fleet was manned, and fent out under 
the command of Warwic, to oppofe the revolted fhips,, 
of which the prince had taken the command, 

WHILE the forces were employed in all quarters, the 
parliament regained its liberty, and began to act with its 
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womted courage and fpirit. The members; who had© ne P, 
withdrawn from the terror of the army, returned ; andy © 
infufing boldnefs into their companions, reftored to the 7648s 
prefbyterian party the afcendant, which it had formerly 

‘loft. ‘The eleven impeached members were recalled, and 

the vote, by which they were expelled, was reverfed. 

The yote too of non-addrefles was repealed ; and com- 
miffioners, five peers and. ten commoners, were fent to 
Newport in the ifle of Wight, in order to treat with the 

king °... He was allowed to fummon feveral of his friends 

and old counfellors, that he might have their advice in 

this important tranfaction?. The theologians on both 

fides, armed with their fyllogifms and, citations, attended 

as auxiliaries3. By them, the flame had firft been raif- 

ed; and their appearance was but a bad prognoftic of its 
extinétion, » Any other inftruments feemed better adapted 

for a treaty of pacification. 

Wuen the king prefented himfelf to this company, ey 
great and fenfible alteration was remarked in his afpect, Newport, 
from what it appeared the year before, when he refided 
at Hampton Court... The moment his fervants had been 
removed, he had laid afide all care of his perfon, and had 
allowed his beard and hair to grow, and to hang difhe- 
velled and negleéted. His hair was become almoft en- 
tirely gray; either from the decline of years, or from 
that load of forrows, under which he laboured, and 
which, though borne with conftancy, preyed inwardly 
on his fenfible and tender mind. His friends beheld with 
compaffion, and perhaps even his enemies, that grey and 
diferowned head; as he himfelf terms it, in a copy of 
verfes, which the truth of the fentiment, rather than any 
elegance of expreflion, renders very pathetic '. Having 
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c ae P. in vain endeavoured by courage to defend his throne from 
to ey his armed 'adverfaries, it now behoved him, by reafoning 
and perfuafion, ‘to fave fome fragments of it from’ thefe 


peaceful, and no lefs implacable negotiators, 


THE vigour of the king’s mind, notwithftanding the 
feeming decline of his body, here appeared unbroken and — 


undecayed. The parliamentary commiffioners would 
allow none of his council to be prefent, and refufed to 
enter into reafoning with any but himfelf. He alone, 
during the tranfactions of two months, was obliged to 
fuftain the argument againft fifteen men of the greateft 
parts and capacity in both houfes ; and no advantage was 
ever obtained over him’, ‘This was the fcene, above all 
others, in which he was qualified to excel. A quick 
conception, a cultivated underftanding, a chafte elocu- 
tion, a dignified manner; by thefe accomplifhments he 
triumphed in all difcuffions of cool and temperate rea- 
foning. The king is much changed, {aid the earl of Salif= 


bury to Sir Philip Warwick : He is extremely improved of 


late. No, replied Sir Philip ; be was always fo> But you 
are now at laft fenfible of it'. Sir Henry Vane, difcourf= 
ing with his fellow commiffioners, drew an areument 
from the king’s uncommon abilities, why the terms of 
pacification muft be rendered more ftrict and rigid : 
But Charles’s capacity fhone not equally in aétion as in 
reafoning, : 

Tue firft point, infifted on by the parliamentary com- 
miffioners, was the king’s recalling all his proclamations 
and declarations againft the parliament, and the acknow- 
ledging, that they had taken arms in their own defence, 
He frankly offered the former conceffion ; but long 
fcrupled the latter. ‘The falfehood, as well as indignity 
of that acknowledgement, begot in his, breaft an extreme 
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reludtance againft it... The king had, no doubt, in fome © HAP. 


particulars of moment, invaded, from a feeming necef- 


fity, the privileges of his people: But having renounced 
all claim to thefe ufurped powers, having confeffed his 
errors, and having repaired every breach in the conftitu- 
tion, and! even erected new ramparts, in order to fecure 
it; he could no longer, at the commencement of the 
war, be reprefented as the aggreflor. However it might 
be pretended, that the former difplay of his arbitrary in- 
clinations, or rather his monarchical principles,. rendered 
an offenfive or preventive war in the parliament prudent 
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and reafonable ; it could never, in any propriety of 


fpeech, make it be denominated a defenfive one, But 
the parliament, fenfible, that, the letter of the law con— 
demned them as rebels and traitors, deemed this point 
abfolutely neceflary for their future fecurity : And the 
king, finding, that peace could be obtained on no other 
terms, at laft yielded to it. He only entered a proteft, 
which was admitted ; that no conceffion, made by him, 
fhould be valid, unlefs the whole treaty of, pacification, 
was concluded ”. 

He agreed, that the parliament fhould retain, during 
the term of twenty years, the power over the militia and 
army, and that of levying what money they pleafed for 
their fupport. He even yielded to them the right of re- 
fuming, at any time afterwards, this authority, whenever 
they fhould declare fuch a refumption requifite for publie 
fafety. In effect, the important power of the fword was 
for ever ravifhed from him and his fucceffors *. 

He agreed, that all the great offices, during twenty 
years, fhould be filled by both houfes of parliament ’. 
He relinquifhed to them the entire government of Ire- 
Jand, and the conduct of the war there *. He renounced 
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than by any other aétion of his life. 


thought any wife confiftent with his duty. 


124 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


power of the wards, and accepted of 100,000 pounds 
&— — 4 year in lieu of it, He acknowledged. the validity of 


He abandoned 


the power of creating peers without confent’ of parlia- 
ment. .And he agreed, that all the debts, contraéted in 
order to fupport the war againft him, fhould be paid by 


So great were the alterations, made on the Englith 
conftitution by this treaty, that the king faid, not with- 
out reafon, that he had been more an enemy to his peo- 
ple by thefe conceffions, could he have prevented them, 


OF all the demands of the parliament, Charles refufed 
only two. Though he relinquifhed almoft every power 
of the crown, he would neither give up his friends to 
punifhment, nor defert what he efteemed his religious 
duty. The fevere repentance, which he had undergone, 
for abandoning Strafford, had, no doubt, confirmed him 
in the refolution never again to be guilty of a like error. 
His long folitude and fevere affliGions had contributed 
extremely to rivet him the more in thofe religious prin- 
ciples, which had ever a confiderable influence over him. 
His defire, however, of finifhing an accommodation in- 
duced him to go as far in both thefe particulars, as he 


THE eftates of the royalifts being, at that time, almoft 
entirely under fequeftration, Charles, who could give 
them no proteétion, confented, that they fhould pay fuch © 
compoiitions, as they and the parliament could agree on; 
and only begged, that they might be made as moderate 
as pofible. He had not the difpofal of offices 3 and it 
fiemed but a fimall facrifice to confent, that a certain 
number of his friends fhould be rendered incapable of 
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public employments *. But when the parliament de-C H A Pe 
manded a bill of attainder and banifhment againft feven a 
perfons, the marquefs of Neweaftle, lord Digby, lord  *6#% 
Biron, Sir Marmaduke Langdale, Sir Richard Granville, 
Sir Francis Doddington, and judge Jenkins, the king 
utterly refufed compliance: Their banifhment for a 
Jimited time he was willing to agree to 4, 

ReLicion was the fatal point about which the differ- 
ences had arifen ; and of all others, it was the leaft fuf- 
ceptible of compofition or moderation between the con- - 
tending parties. The parliament infifted on the eftablith- 
ment of prefbytery, the fale of the chapter lands, the 
abolition of all foris of prayer, and ftrict laws againft 
catholics, The king offered to retrench every thing, 
which he did not efteem of apoftolical inftitution: He 
was willing to abolifh archbifhops, deans, prebends, ca- 
nons: He offered, that the chapter lands fhould be let at 
low leafes during ninety-nine years: He confented, that 
the prefent church government fhould continue during 
three years ° : After that time, he required not, that any 
thing fhould be reftored to bifhops but the power of or- 
dination, and even that power to be exercifed by advice 
of the prefbyters ‘. If the parliament, upon the expira- 
tion of that period, ftill infifted on their demand, all 
other branches of epifcopal jurifdiction were abolifhed, 
and a new form of church government muft, by common 
confent, be eftablifhed. The book of common prayer he 
was willing to renounce, but required the liberty of ufing 
fome other liturgy in his own chapel &*: A demand, 
which, though feemingly reafonable, was pofitively re- 
fufed by the parliament. 

In the difpute on thefe articles, one is not furprifed, 
that two of the parliamentary theologians fhould tell the 
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Pe king, Lhat if he did not confent to the utter abolition of epif= 


indignation, that we read the following vote of the lords 
and commons. ‘* The houfes, out of their deteftation 
*< to that abominable idolatry ufed in the mafs, do de- 
“¢ clare, that they cannot admit of, or confent unto any 
** fuch indulgence in any law, as is defired by his ma- 
“¢ jefty for exempting the queen and her family from,the 
“* penalties to be enacted againit the exercife of the 
** mafs*,” The treaty of marriage, the regard to the 
queen’s fex and high ftation, even ‘common humanity ; 
all confiderations were undervalued, in comparifon of 
their bigotted prejudices 4, 

Ir was evidently the intereft, both of king and parlia- 
ment, to finifh their treaty with all expedition ; and en- 
deavour, by their combined force, to refift, if poflible, 
the ufurping fury of the army. It feemed even the in- 
tereft of the parliament, to leave, in the king’s hand, a 
confiderable fhare of authority, by which he might be 
enabled to protect them and himfelf, from fo dangerous 
anenemy. But the terms, on which they infifted, were 
fo rigorous, that the king, fearing no worfe from the 
moft implacable enemies, was iri “no hafte to come to a 
conclufion. And fo great was the bigotry on both fides, 
that they were willing to facrifice the greateft civil inter- 
efts, rather than relinquifh the moft minute of their the- 
ological contentions. From thefe caufes, affifted by the 
artifice of the independents, the treaty was {pun out to 
uch a length, that the invafions and infurrections were 
every where fubdued ; and the army had leifure to executg 
their violent and fanguinary purpofes. 

HAMILToN, having entered England with a numer- 
ous, though undifciplined army, durft not unite his 
forces with thofe of Langdale; becaufe the Englifh 
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royalifts had refufed to take the covenant; and the Scot- € e AP. 
tifh prefbyterians, though engaged for the king, refufed mr 
to join them on any other terms, The two armies 164% 
marched together, though at fome diftance; nor could 

even the approach of the parliamentary army under Crom- 

wel, oblige the coyenanters to confult their own fafety, 

by a clofe union with the royalifts, When principles 

aresfo abfurd and fo deftructive of human fociety, it may 

fafely be affirmed, that, the more fincere and the more 
difinterefted they are, they only become the more ridicu- 

lous and more odious, 

CroMweEL feared not to oppofe 8000 men, to the nu- 
merous armies of 20,000, commanded by Hamilton and 
Langdale. He attacked the latter by furprize, near 
Prefton in Lancafhire* ; and, though the royalifts made 
a ftout refiftance, yet, not being fuccoured in time by 
their confederates, they were almoft entirely cut to 
pieces, Hamilton was next attacked, put to rout, and 
purfued, to Utoxeter, where he furrendered himfelf pri- 
foner. Cromwel followed his advantage ; and marching 
into Scotland with a confiderable body, joined Argyle, 
who was alfo in arms; and having fupprefled Laneric, 
Monro, and other moderate prefbyterians, he placed the 
power entirely in the hands of the violent party. The 
ecclefiaftical authority, exalted above the civil, exercifed 
the fevereft vengeance on all who hada fhare in Hamil- 
ton’s engagement, as it was called; nor could any of 
that party recover truft, or eyen live in fafety, but by 
doing folemn and public penance for taking arms, by 
authority of parliament, in defence of their lawful fove- 
reign. 

Tue chancellor, Loudon, who had, at firft, counte- 
nanced Hamilton’s enterprize, being terrified with the 
menaces of the clergy, had, fome time before, gone over 
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C H AP. to the other party ; and hé now, openly in the church, 
: y; 


Lela, 


te though invefted with the higheft civil charaéter in the 
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kingdom, did penance for his obedience to the parlias 
tient, which he termed a carnal felf-zeking. He accom- 
panied his penance with fo many tears, and. fuch pathe- 
tical addrefles to the people for their prayers, in this his 
uttermoft forrow and diftrefs, that an univerfal weeping 
and lamentation took place among the deluded audienge ', 

Tue loan of great-fums of money, often to the ruin 
of families, was exacted from all fuch as lay under any 
fufpicion of favouring the king’s party, though their 
condud& had been ever fo inoffenfive. This was a de« 
vice, fallen upon by the ruling party, in order, as they 
faid, to reach Heart-Malignants™, Never, in this ifland, 
was known a more fevere and arbitrary government, 
than was generally exercifed, by the patrons of liberty 
in both kingdoms, 

THE fiege of Colchefter terminated ina manner no 
Jefs unfortunate than Hamilton’s engagement, for the 
royal caufe. After fuffering the utmott extremity of fa- 
mine, after feeding on the vileft aliments; the garrifon 
defired, at laft, to capitulate. Fairfax required them to 
furrender at difcretion ; and he gave fuch an explanation 
to thefe terms, as to referve ‘to himfelf power, if he 
pleafed, to put them all inftantly to the fword. The 
officers endeavoured, though in vain, to perfuade the fol- 
diers, by making a vigorous fally, to break through, or 
at leaft, to fell taeir lives as dear as poffible. They were 
obliged " to aecept of the conditions offered ; and Fairfax, 
inftigated by Ireton, to whom Cromwel, in his abfence, 
had configned over the government of the paffive general, 
feized Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George Lifle, and re- 
folved to make them inftant facrifices to military juftice. 
This unufual feverity was loudly exclaimed againtt by all 
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the prifoners. Lord Capel, fearlefs of danger, reproach- C HA P. 
ee ¢ LIX. 

éd Treton with it; and challenged him, as‘ they were all —-y 

éngaged in the fame honourable caufe, to exercife the 1643+ 

fame impartial vengeance of all of them. Lucas was 

firft thot, and he himfelf, gave orders to fire, with the 

fame‘alacrity, as if he had commanded a platoon of his 

own foldiers. Lifle inftantly ran and kifled the dead 

body, and then chearfully prefented himfelf to a like 

fate. Thinking that the foldiers, deftined for his execu- 

tion, ftood at too great a diftance, he called to them to 

come nearer: One of them replied, P// warrant you, Sirs 

we'll hit you: He anfwered fmiling, Friends, I have been 

nedrer you when you have miffed me. Thus perifhed this 

generous fpirit, not lefs beloved for his modefty and hu- 

manity, than efteeméd for his courage and military con- 

duct, e 

Soon after, a gentleman appearing in the king’s pre- 
fence, ‘cloathed in mourning for Sir Charles Lucas ; 
that humane prince, fuddenly recollefting the hard fate 
of his friends, paid them a tribute, which none of his 
own unparalleled misfortunes ever extorted ftom him: 

He diffolved into a flood of tears °. . 

By thefe multiplied fucceffes of the army, they had 
fubdued all their enemies; and none remained but the 
helplefs king and parliament, to oppofe their violent mea- 
fures. From Cromwel’s fuggeftion, a remonftrance’ was 
drawn by the council of general officers, and fent to the 
parliament. ‘They there complain of the treaty with the 
king 5 demand his punifhment for the blood fpilt during 
the war; require a diflolution of the prefent parliament, 
and a more equal reprefentative for the future ; and affert, 
that, though fervants, they are intitled to reprefent thefe 
important points to their mafters, who are themfelves no 
better than fervants and truftees of the people. At the 
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fame time, they advanced with the army to Windfor, 
and fent-colonel Eure to feize the king’s perfon at New- 
port, and convey him to Hurft caftle in the neighbour- 
hood, where he was detained in very ftriét confinement. 
Tis meafure being forefeen fome time before, the 
king was exhorted to make his efcape,, which was con- 
ceived to be very eafy: But having given his word to the 
parliament not to attempt the recovery of his liberty dur- 
ing the treaty, and three weeks after; he would not, by 
any perfuafion, be induced to hazard the reproach of 
violating that.promife. In vain was it urged, that a 
promife, given to the parliament, could no longer be 
binding ; fince they could no longer afford him protec-- 
tion from violence, threatened him by other perfons, to 
whom he was bound by no tye or engagement. The 
king would indulge no refinements of cafuiftry, however 
plaufible, in fuch delicate fubjects; and wa’ refolved, 


that, what depredations foever fortune fhould commit . 


upon him, fhe never fhould bereave him of his honour ?. 
Tue parliament loft not courage, notwithftanding the 
danger, with which they were fo nearly menaced. Tho” 
without any plan for refifting military ufurpations, they 
xefolved to withftand them to the uttermoft; and rather 
to bring on a violent and vifible fubverfion of govern- 
ment, than lend their authority to thofe illegal and fan- 
guinary meafures, which were projected. They fet afide 
the remonftrance of the army, without deigning to an- 
fwer it; they'voted the feizing of the king’s perfon, to be 
#ithout their confent, and fent a meflage to the general, 
to know by what authority that enterprize had been exe- 
cuted ; and they iffued orders, that the army fhould ad-' 
vance no nearer to London. ; 
Ho.uis, the prefent leader of the prefbyterians, was a’ 
ntan of unconquerable intrepidity ; and many others of 
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that party feconded his magnanimous fpirit. It was pro-C ae P. 
pofed by them, that the generals and principal officers Wy 
fhould, for their difobedience and ufurpations, be pro- 14% 


claimed traitors by the parliament. 


Bur the parliament was dealing with men, who would 
not be frightened by words, nor retarded by any ferupu- 
lous delicacy. The generals, under the name of Fair- 
fax, (for he ftill allowed them to employ his. name) 
marched the army to London, and placing guards in 
Whitehall, the Meufe, St. James’s, Durham-houf, 
Covent-garden, and Palace-yard, furrounded the parlia- 
ment with their hoftile armaments, 


THE parliament, deftitute of all hopes of prevailing, Decemb, 6, 
retained, however, courage to refift. They attempted, Les aay 
in the face of the army, to clofe their treaty with the 
king; and, though they had formerly voted his concef- 
fions with regard to the church and delinquents to be 
unfatisfactory, they now took into confideration the final 
refolution with regard to the whole. After a violent 
debate of three days, it was carried, bya majority of 129 
againft 83, in the houfe of commons, that the king’s 
_ conceflions were a foundation for the houfes to proceed 
upon in the fettlement of the kingdom. 


Next day, when the commons were to meet, colonel 
Pride, formerly a drayman, had environed the houfe with . 
two regiments; and, directed by lord Grey of Groby, 
he feized in the paflage forty-one members of the prefby- 
terian party, and fent them to a low room, which paffed 
by the appellation of hell; whence they were afterwards 
carried to feveral inns. Above 160 members more were 
excluded; and none were allowed to enter but the moft 
furious and moft determined of the independents; and 
thefe exceeded not the number of fifty or fixty. This 
invafion of the parliament commonly pafled under the 
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name of colonel Pride’s purge; {fo much difpofed was the 
nation to make merry with the dethroning of thofe mem- 
bers, who had violently arrogated the whole authority of 
government, and deprived the king of his legal preroga- 
tives. 

Tue fubfequent proceedings of the parliament, if this 
diminutive aflembly deferves that honourable name, retain 
not the leaft appearance of law, equity, or freedom. 
‘They inftantly reverfed the former vote, and declared the 
king’s conceffions unfatisfactory. They determined, that 
no member, abfent at this laft vote, fhould be received, 
till he fubfcribed it, as agreeable to his judgment. They 
renewed their former vote of non-addreffes. And they 
committed to prifon, Sir William Waller, Sir John Clot- 
worthy, the generals Maffey, Brown, Copley, and other 
leaders of the prefbyterians. “‘Thefe men, by their credit 
and authority, which was then very high, had, at the 
commencement. of the war, fupported the parliament ; 
and thereby prepared the way for the greatnefs of the pre- 
fent leaders, who, at that time, were of {mall account 
in the nation. 

‘THe fecluded members having publifhed a paper, con- 
taining a narrative of the violence, which had been exer- 
cifed upon them, and a proteftation, that all acts were 
void, which, from that time, had been tranfacted in the 
houfe of commons 3 the remaining members encountered 
it with a declaration, in which they pronounced it falfe, 
fcandalous, feditious, and tending to the deftruction of 
the vifible and fundamental government of the kingdom. 

Tuese fudden and violent revolutions held the whole 
nation in terror and aftonifhment. Every man dreaded to 
be trampled under foot, in the contention between thofe 
mighty powers, which difputed for the fovereignty of the 
ftate: Many began to withdraw their effe&ts beyond fea: 
Foreigners fcrupled to give any credit to a people, fo torn 
by 
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by domeftic faction, and oppreffed by military ufurpa- 
tion: Even the internal commerce of the kingdom began 
to ftagnate : And in order to remedy thefe growing evils, 
the generals, in the name of the army, publifhed a de- 
claration, in which they exprefled their refolution of fup- 
porting law and juftice’. 

THE more to quiet the minds of men, the council of 
officers took into confideration, a fcheme called The agree- 
ment of the people; being the plan of a republic, to be 
fubftituted in the place of that government, which they 
had fo violently pulled in pieces. Many parts of this 
fcheme, for corre&ting the inequalities of the reprefentative, 
are plaufible; had the’nation been difpofed to receive it, 
or had the army intended to impofe it. Other parts are 
too perfec for human nature, and favour ftrongly of that 
fanatical fpirit, fo prevalent throughout the kingdom. 

Tue height of ail iniquity and fanatical extravagance 
yet remained; the public trial and execution of their 
fovereign, To this period was every meafure precipitated 
by the zealous independents. The parliamentary leaders 
of that party had intended, that the army, themfelves, 


fhould execute that daring enterprize; and they deemed 


fo irregular and lawlefs a deed, beft fitted to fuch irregu- 
lar and lawlefs inftruments *. But the generals were too 
wife, to load themfelves fingly with the infamy, which, 
they knew, muft attend an action, fo fhocking to the 
general fentiments of mankind. The parliament, they 
were refolved, fhould fhare with them the reproach of a 
meafure, which was thought requifite for the advance- 
ment of their common ends of fafety and ambition. In 
the houfe of commons, therefore, a committee was ap- 
pointed to’ bring ina charge againft-the king. On their 
report a vote pafled, declaring it treafon in a king, to 
levy war againft his parliament, and appointing a Hic 
4 Ruth, vol, vili, p. 1364+ t Whidocke, 
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e 4 AP Court or Jusrice to try Charles for this new invented - 
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uw treafon. This vote was fent up to the houfe of peers. 


1613, 
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January 4, 


THE houfe of peers, during the civil wars, had, all 
along, been of fmall account; but it had lately, fince 
the king’s fall, become totally contemptible; and very 
few members would fubmit to the mortification of attend- 
ing it. It happened, that day, to be fuller than ufual, 
and they were aflembled to the number of fixteen. With- 
out one diffenting voice, and almoft without deliberation, 
they inftantly rejected the vote of the lower houfe, and 
adjourned themfelves for ten days; hoping, that this 
delay would be able to retard the furious career of the 
commons. 


THE commons were not to be {tapped by fo fmall an 
obftacle. Having firft eftablithed a principle, which is 
noble in itfelf, and feems fpecious, but is belied by all 
hiftory and experience, That the people are the origin of all 


uf? power; they next declared, that the commons of 


England, afiembled in parliament, being chofen by the 
people, and reprefenting them, haye the fupreme autho- 
rity of the nation, and that whatever is ena¢ted ard de- 
clared law by the commons, hath the force of law, with- 
out the confent of king or houfe of peerse The ordi- 
nance for the trial of Charles Stuart, king of England, 
fo. they called him, was again read and unanimoully af- 
fented to, 

In proportion to the enormity of the violences and 
ufurpations, were augmented the pretences of fandity, 
among thofe regicides. ** Should any one have volun. 
“*“tarily propofed,” faid Cromwel in the houfe, “ to 
bring the king to punifhment, I fhould have regarded 
him as the greateft traitor ; but, fince providence and 
neceflity have eaft us upon it, I will pray to God for a. 
blefing.on your counfels; though I am not prepared 
& to 
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*¢ to give you any advice on this important occafion. © Ome. P. 
offering up petitions for his majefty’s reftoration, felt 16494 
my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, and con- 
<¢ {idered this fupernatural movement as the anfwer, which 
heaven, having rejected the king, had fent to my fup- 
plications.” 
A woman of Hertfordfhire, illuminated by propheti- 
al vifions, defired admittance into the military council, 
and communicated to the officers a revelation, which af- 
fured them, that their meafures were confecrated from 
above, and ratified by a heavenly fan&tion. This intelli- 
gence gave them great comfort, and much confirmed them 
in their prefent refolutions *, 

Cotonet Harrifon, the fon of a butcher, and the 
moft furious enthufiaft in the army, was fent with a ftrong 
party to conduct the king to London. At Windfor, 
Hamilton, who was there detained a prifoner, was ad- 


34 


mitted into the king’s prefence: and falling on his knees, 
paflionately exclaimed, Ady dear mafter!—I have indeed 
been fo to you, replied Charles, embracing him. No far- 
ther intercourfe was allowed between them. ‘The king 
was inftantly hurried away. Hamilton long followed 
him with his eyes, all fuffufed in tears, and prognofti- 
cated, that, in this fhort falutation, he had given the laft 
adieu to his fovereign and his friend. 

CHARLES himfelf was affured, that the period of his 
life was now approaching; but notwithftanding all the 
preparations, which were making, and the intelligence, 
which he received, he could not, even yet, believe, that 
his enemies really meant to conclude their violences by a 
public trial and execution. A private affaffination he every 
moment looked for; afid though Harrifon aflured him, 
that his apprehenfions wereentirely groundlefs, it was by 
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c H A P. that cataftrophe, fo frequent with dethroned princes, that 
t—-— he expected to terminate his life. In appearance, as well 


as in reality, the king was ‘now dethroned. All the 
exterior fymbols of fovereignty were withdrawn, and his 
attendants had orders to ferve him without ceremony. At 
firft, he was fhocked’ with inftances of rudenefs and 
familiarity, to which he had been fo little accuftomed. 
Nothing fo contemptible as a defpifed prince! was the reflec- 
tion, which they fuggefted to him. But he foon recon= 
ciled his mind to this, as he had done to, his other Ca- 
lamities. 


ALt the circumftances of the trial were now adjufted ; 
and the high court of juftice fully conftituted. It con- 


fifted of 133 perfons, as named by the commons; but . 


there {careely ever fate above 70: So difficult was it found, 
notwithftanding the blindnefs of prejudice, and the allure- 
ments of intere{t, to engage men of any name or charae- 
ter in that criminal meafure. Cromwel, Ireton, Har- 
rifon, and the chief officers of the army, moft of them 
of mean birth, were members, together with fome of the 
lower houfe and fome citizens of London. ‘The twelye 
judges were at firft appointed in the number: Butas they 
had affirmed, that it was contrary to all the ideas of Eng- 
lifh law to try the king for treafon, by whofe authority 
ali accufations for treafon muft neceflarily be condudted ; 
their names, as well as thofe of fome peers, were after- 
wards {truck out.. Bradfhaw, a lawyer, was chofen pre- 
fident. Coke was appointed folicitor for the people of 
England. Doriflaus, Steele, and Afke, were named af- 
filtants.. The court fat in Weftminfter-hall, 

Iv is ‘remarkable, that, in calling over the court, 
when the crier pronounced the name of Fairfax, which 
had been-inferted in the number, a voice came from one 
of the {pectators, and-cried, He bas more wit. than to be 
vere, When the charge was read againft the king, Jn the 


name 
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mame of the people of England ; the fame voice exclaimed, © H A P. 
Not a tenth part of them. Axtel the officer, who guarded eae 
the court, giving orders to fire into the box, whence thefe 1649. 
infolent {peeches came; it was difcovered, that lady Fair- 

fax was there, and that it was fhe who had had the cou- 

rage to utter them. She was a perfon of noble extraction, 
daughter of Horace lord Vere of Tilbury; but being 

feduced by the violence of the times, fhe had long feconded 

her hufband’s zeal againft the royal caufe, and was now, 

as well as he, ftruck with abhorrence at the fatal and 
unexpected confequence of all his boafted victories. 

Tue pomp, the dignity, the ceremony of this tranf- The king’s 
action correfponded to the greateft conception, that is ‘i 
fuggefted in the annals of human kind ; the delegates of 
a great people fitting in judgment upon. their fupreme 
magiftrate and trying him for his mifgovernment and 
breach of truft. The folicitor, in name of the commons, 
reprefented, that Charles Stuart, being admitted king of 
England, and entrufted with a limited power ; yet never- 
thelefs, from a wicked defign to erect an unlimited and 
tyrannical government, had traiteroufly and malicioufly 
levied war againi{t the prefent parliament, and the people, 
whom they reprefented, and was therefore impeached as a 
tyrant, traitor, murderer, and a public and implacable 
enemy to the commonwealth. After the charge was 
finifhed, the prefident directed his difcourfe to the king, 
and told him, that the court expected his anfwer. 


Tue king, though long detained a prifoner, and now 
produced as a criminal, fuftained, by his magnanimous 
courage, the majefty of a monarch. With great temper 
and dignity, he declined the authority of the court, and 
refufed to fubmit himfelf to their jurifdiction. He repre- 
fented, that, having been engaged in treaty with his two 
houfes of parliament, and having finifhed almoft every 
article, he had expected to be brought to his capital in 

another 
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CH A P. another manner, and ere this time, to have been reftored 
uy to his power, dignity, revenue, as well as to his perfonal 


5649, 


liberty: That he could not now perceive any appearance 
of the upper houfe, fo effential a member of the confti- 
tution ; and had learned, that even the commons, whofe 
authority was pretended, were fubdued by lawlefs force, 
and were bereaved of their liberty: That he himfelf was 
their NATIVE HEREDITARY KING; nor was the whole 
authority of the flate, though free and united, intitled to 
try him, who derived his dignity from the Supreme Ma- 
jefty of Heaven: That, admitting thofe extravagant prin- 
ciples, which levelled all orders of men, the court could 
plead no power, delegated by the people; unlefs the con- 
fent of every individual, down to the meaneft and moft 
ignorant peafant, had been previoufly afked and obtained : 
That he acknowledged, without fcruple, that he had a 
trufi, committed to him, and one moft facred and in- 
violable; he was entrufted with the liberties of his people, 
and would not now betray them, by recognizing a power, 
founded on the moft atrocious violence and ufurpation : 
‘That having taken arms, and frequently expofed his life, 
in defence of public liberty, of the conftitution, of the 
fundamental laws of the kingdom, he was willing, in 
this laft and moft folemn fcene, to feal with his blood 
thofe precious rights, for which, though in vain, he had 
fo long contended: That thofe, who arrogated a title to 
fit as his judges, were born his fubjects, and born fubjects 


to thofe laws, which determined, That the king can dono 


wrong: That he was not reduced to the neceflity of fhel- 
tering himfelf under this general maxim, which guards 
every Englifh monarch, even the leaft deferving; but 
was able, by the moft fatisfactory reafons, to juftify thofe 
meafures, in which he had been engaged: That, to the 
whole world, and even to them, his pretended judges, 
he was defirous, if called upon in another manner, to 

prove. 
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prove the integrity of his conduét, and affert the juftice C HA Ps 
of thofe defenfive arms, to which, unwillingly and unfor- ae , 
tunately, he had had recourfe: But that, in order to 1649. 
preferve an uniformity of conduct, he muft, at prefent, 

forego the apology for his innocence; left, by ratifying 

an authority, no better founded than that of ‘robbers and 
pyrates, he be juftly branded as the betrayer, inftead of 

being applauded as the martyr, of the conftitution. 

THe prefident, in order to fupport the majefty of the 

people, and maintain the fuperiority of his court above 

the prifoner, ftill inculcated, that he muft not decline the 
authority of his judges; that they over-ruled his objec- 

tions ; that they were delegated by the people, the only 

fource of every lawful power; and that kings themfelves 

aéted but in ‘truft from that community, which had in- 

vefted this high court of juftice with its jurifdiction, 

Even according to thofe principles, which, in his prefent 
fituation, he was perhaps obliged to adopt, his behaviour, 

in general, will appear not a little harfh and barbarous ; 

but when we confider him as a fubjeét, and one too of no 

high character, addrefling himfelf to his unfortunate fove- 
‘reign, his ftyle will be efteemed, to the laft degree, au- 
dacious and infolent. 

THREE times was Charles produced before the court, 

and as often declined their jurifdi@ion. On the fourth, 

the judges having examincd fome witnefles, by whom it 

was proved, that the king had appeared in arms againft 

the forces commiffioned by the parliament, they pro- 
nounced fentence againft him. He feemed very anxious, 

at this time, to be admitted to a conference with the two 
houfes; and it was fuppofed, that he intended to refign 

the crown to his fon: But the court refufed compliance, 27th Jan, 
and confidered that requeft as nothing but a delay of 
_ juttice, ; 
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c ers Ir is confefled, that the king’s behaviour, during this laft 
—,—— period of his life, does honour to his memory; and that, 
1649» in all appearances before: his judges, he never forgot his 
part, either as a prince or asa man. Firm and intrepid, 
he maintained, in each reply, the utmoft perfpicuity and 
juftnefs both of thought and expreffion: Mild and equa- 
ble, he rofe into no paffion at that unufual authority, 
which was aflumed over him. His foul, without effort 
or affectation, feemed only to remain in the fituation fa- 
miliar to it, and to look down with contempt on all the 
efforts of human malice and iniquity. The. foldiers, 
inftigated by their fuperiors, were brought, though with 
difficulty, to ery aloud for juftice: Poor fouls! faid the 
king to one of his attendants ; for a little maney they would 
do as much againfi their commanders‘. Some of them were 
permitted to go the utmoft length of brutal infolence, and 
to {pit in his face, as he was conducted along the paflage 
to the court. To excite a fentiment of piety was the — 
, only effect, which this inhuman infult was able to Ji 
duce upon him. 
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Tue people, though under the rod of lawlefs, un- 
limited power, could not forbear, with the moft ardent 
prayers, to pour forth their wifhes for his prefervation ; 
and, in his prefent diftrefs, they avowed him, by their 
generous tears, for their monarch, whom, in their mif- 
guided fury, they had before fo violently rejeXed. The 
king was foftened at this moving fcene, and expreffed his — 
gratitude for their dutiful affection. One foldier too, 
feized by contagious fympathy, demanded from heaven 4 j 
blefling on opprefled and fallen majefty : His officer, over- , 
hearing the prayer, beat him to the ground in the king’s 
prefence, The punifhment, methinks, exceeds the offence: 
This was the reflection which Charles formed on that: 
occafion ", , 
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As foon as the intention of trying the king was known € HA P, 
in foreign nations, fo enormous an action was exclaimed Wy 
againft by the general voice of reafon and humanity; 1649. 
and all mea, under whatever form of government they 
were born, rejected this example, as the utmoft effort of 
undifguifed ufurpation, and the moft heinous infult on 
law and juftice. The French ambaffador, by orders from 
his court, interpofed in the king’s behalf: The Dutch 
employed their good offices: ‘The Scots exclaimed and 
protefted againft this violence: The queen, the prince, 
wrote pathetic letters to the parliament. All folicitations 
were found fruitlefs with men whofe refolutions were 
fixed.and irrevocable. 

Four of Charles’s friends, perfons of virtue and dig- 
nity, Richmond, Hertford, Southampton, Lindefey, ap- 
plied to thecommons. They reprefented, that they were 
the king’s counfellors, and had concurred, by their ad- 
vice, with all thofe meafures, which were now imputed 
as crimes to their royal mafter: That, in the eye of the 
law, and according to the dictates of common reafon, 
they alone were guilty, and were alone expofed to cenfure 
for every blameable action of the prince: And that they 
now prefented themfelves, in order to fave, by their own 
punifhment, that precious life, which it became the com- 
mons themfelves, and every fubject, with the utmoft 
hazard, to protect and defend”. Such a generous effort 
tended to their honour; but contributed nothing towards 
the king’s fafety. 

THE people remained in that filence and aftonifhment, 
which all great paffions, when they have not an oppor- 
tunity of exerting themfelves, naturally produce in the 
human mind. The foldiers, being inceflantly plied with 
prayers, fermons, and exhortations, were wrought up to 
a degree of fury, and imagined, that, in the acts of the 
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LIX, 


‘ _. their higheft merit in the eye of heaven *. 


1649. 


Turee days were allowed the king between his fen- 


tence and his execution. This interval he paffed with 
great tranquillity, chiefly in reading and devotion. All 
his family, that remained in England, were allowed accefs 
to him. It confifted only of the princefs Elizabeth and 
the duke of Glocefter ; for the duke of York had made 
his efcape. Glocefter was little more than an infant: 
The princefs, notwithftanding her tender years, fhewed 
an advanced judgment; and the calamities of her family 
had made a deep impreffion upon her, After many pious 
confolations and advices, the king gave her in charge to 
tell the queen, that, during the whole courfe of his life, 
he had never once, even in thought, failed in his fidelity 
towards her ; and that his conjugal tendernefs and his life 
fhould have an equal duration. 


To the young duke too, he could not forbear giving 
fome advice, in order to feafon his mind with early prin- 
ciples of loyalty and obedience towards his brother, who 
was fo foon to be his fovereign. Holding him on his 
knee, he faid, ** Now they will cut off thy father’s 
*¢ head.” At thefe words, the child looked very fted- 
faftly upon him. ‘* Mark! child, what I fay: They 
“¢ will cut off my head! and perhaps make thee a king: 
« But mark what I fay: Thou muft not be a king, as 
* Jong as thy brothers, Charles and James, are alive. 
“* ‘They will cut off thy brothers’ heads, when they can 
“< catch them! And thy head too they will cut off at 
s* Jaft! And therefore I charge thee, do not be made a 
“« king by them!” The duke, fighing replied, ‘ I will 
“* be torn in pieces firft!” So determined an anfwer, 
from one of fuch tender years, filled the king’s eyes with 
tears of joy-and admiration. 


* Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Times, 
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Every night, during this interval, the king flept C HA P. 
s : Lix, 
found as ufual ; though the noife of workmen, employed , ; 
in framing the fcaffold, and other preparations for his +649. 
execution, continually refounded in his ears ¥. The 
morning of the fatal day, he rofe early; and calling 
Herbert, one of his attendnats, he bade him employ more 
than ufual care in dreffing him, and preparing him for fo 
great and joyful a folemnity. Bifhop Juxon, a man 40th Jan, 
endowed with the fame mild and fteddy virtues, by which 
the king himfelf was fo much diftinguifhed, affifted him 
in his devotions, and paid the laft melancholy duties to 
his friend and fovereign. 

Tue ftreet before Whitehall was the place deftined for And exe. 
the execution: For it was intended, by choofing that °°” 
very place, in fight of his own palace, to difplay more 
evidently the triumph of popular juftice over royal ma- 
jefty. When the king came upon the feaffold, he found 
it fo furrounded with foldiers, that he could not expect to 
be heard by:any of the people: He addreffed, therefore, 
his difcourfe to the few perfons who were about him ; 
particularly colonel Tomlinfon, to whofe care he had 
lately been committed, and upon whom, as upon many 
others, his amiable deportment had wrought an entire 
converfion, He juftified his own innocence jin the late 
fatal wars, and obferyed, that he had not taken arms, till 
after the parliament had inlifted forces; nar had he any 
other object in his warlike operations, than to preferve 
‘that authority entire, which his anceftors had tranfmitted 
to him. He. threw not, however, the blame upon the 
parliament ; but was more inclined to think, that ill in- 
firuments had interpofed, and excited in them fears and 
jealoufies with regard to his intentions. Though inno- 
cent towards his people, he acknowledged the equity of 
his execution in the eyes of his Maker; and dbferved, 


y Clement Walker's hiftory of indspendency. 
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c Tee P that an unjuft fentence, which he had fuffered to take 
ee effe&, was now punifhed by an unjuft fentence upon him- 
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felf. He forgave all his enemies, even the chief inftru- 
ments of his death; but exhorted them and the whole 


‘nation to return to the ways of. peace, by paying obedi- 


ence to their lawful fovereign, his fon and fucceffor. 
When he was preparing himfelf for the block, bifhop 
Juxon called to him: ‘* There is, Sir, but one ftage 
«‘ more, which, though turbulent and troublefome, is 
«¢ yet a very fhort onc. Confider, it will foon carry you 
«¢ a great way; it will carry you from earth to heaven; 
<< and there you fhall find, to your great joy, the prize, 
<< to which you haften, a crown of glory.” “I go,” 
replied the king, ‘* from a corruptible to an incorruptible 
<< crown; where no difturbance can have place.” At 
one blow was his head fevered from his body. A manin 
a vizor performed the office of executioner: Another, in 
a like difguife, held up, to the fpeCtators, the head, 
ftreaming with blocd, and cried aloud, This is the head of 
a traitor! 
Ir is impoffible to defcribe the grief, indignation, and 
aftonifhment, which took place, not only among the 
fpectators, who were overwhelmed with a flood of for- 
row, but throughout the whole nation, as foon as the 
report of this fatal execution was conveyed to them. 
Never monarch, in the full triumph of fuccefs ‘and vic- 
tory, was more dear to his people, than his misfortunes 
and magnanimity, his patience and piety, had rendered 
this unhappy prince. In proportion to their former delu~ 
fions, which hdd animated them againft him, was the 
violence of their return to duty and affection; while each 
reproached himfelf, either with active difleyalty towards 
him, or with too indolent defence of his oppreffed caufe. 
On weaker minds, the effect of thefe complicated paffions 
was prodigious. Women are faid to have caft forth the 
untimely 
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tintimely fruit of their womb: Others fell into convul- 


c 


145 
HAP. 


fions, or funk into fuch a melancholy as attended them iw, 


to their grave: Nay fome; unmindful of themfelves, as 
though they could not; or would not furvive their be- 
loved prince, it is reported, fuddenly fell down dead. 
The very pulpits were bedewed with unfuborned tears ; 
thofe pulpits, which had formerly thundered out the moft 
violent imprecations and anathernas againfthim. And all 
men united in their deteftation of thofe hypocritical parri- 
cides, who, by fanétified pretences, had fo long difguifed 
their treafons, and in this laft act of iniquity, had thrown 
" an indelible ftain upon the nation. 

A Fresu inftance of hypocrify was difplayed the very 
day of the king’s death. The generous Fairfax, not 
content with being abfent from the trial, had ufed all the 
inteteft, which he yet retained, to prevetit the execution 
of the fatal fentence; and had even employed perfuafion 
with hisown regiment, though none elfe fhould followhim, 
to refcue the king from his difloyal murderers. Cromwel 
and Ireton, informed of this intention, endeavoured to 
convince him, that the Lord had rejected the king; and 


they exhorted him to feek by prayer fome dire€tion from: 


heaven on this important o¢cafion: But they concealed 
from him, that they had already figned the warrant for 
the execution. Harrifon was thé perfon appointed to 
join in prayer with the unwary general. By agreement, 
he prolonged his déleful carit, till intelligence arrived, 
that the fatal blow was ftruck. He then rofe from his 
knees, and infifted with Fairfax, that this event was a 
tniraculous and providential anfwer, which heaven had 
fent to their devout fupplications *. 

Ir being remarked, that the king, the moment before 
he ftretched out his neck to the executioner, had faid to 
juxon, with a very earneft accent, the fingle word, 
2 Hecbert, p. 195 
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REMEMBER; great myfteries were fuppofed*to be con+ 


u——— cealed under that expreflion; and the generals vehemently” 
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infifted with the prelate, that he fhould’ inform them of! 
the king’s meaning. Juxon told them, that. the king, 


having frequently charged him to inculcate on his fon the: 


forgivenels of his murderers, had taken this opportunity, 
in the laft moment of his ‘life, when’ his commands, he 
fuppoted, would be regarded as facred ‘and inviolable, to’ 
re-iterate that defire; and that his mild fpirit thus’ ter- 
minated its prefent courfe, by an act of benevolence to~ 
wards his greateit enemies. 


Tue character of this prince, as that of moft men, if 
not of all men, was mixed ; but his virtues predominated 
extremely above his vices, or, more properly f{peaking; 
his. imperfections: For fearce any of his faults rofe to 
that pitch as to merit the appellation of vices. Tio con= 
fider him in the moft favourable light, it may be affirmed, 
that his dignity was free from pride, his humanity from 
weaknefs, his bravery from rafhnefs, his temperance from 
aufterity, his frugality from avarice: All thefe virtues, 
in him,. maintained their proper bounds, and merited 
unreferved praife...To fpeak the moft harfhly of him, 
we may affirm, that many of his good qualities were 


attended with fome latent frailty, which, though feem- 


ingly inconfiderable, was able, when fecondéd by the 
extreme malevolence of his fortune, to difappoint thent 
of all their induence: His beneficent. difpofition was 
clouded by a manner_not very gracious; his virtue was 
tinétured with fuperttition ; his good fenfe was disfieured 
by a deference to perfons of a capacity mych. poee to 
his own ; and his moderate ternper exempted him not from 


‘hafty and precipitate'refolutions. He deferves the epithet of 


a good, rather than of a great man; and was more fitted 
to rule in a regular eftablifhed government, than either to 
give oe to the encroachments ofa: popular ecageh or 
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and dexterity fufficient for the firft meafure : He was not csooguladiadl 

endowed with the vigour requifite for the fecond. Had 1649. 

he been born an abfolute prince, his humanity and good 

fenfe had rendered his reign happy and bis memory pre- 

cious: Had the limitations on prerogative been, in his 

time, quite fixed and certain, his integrity had made him 

reoard, as facred, the boundaries of the conftitution. 

Unhappily, his fate threw him into a period, when the 

precedents of many former: reigns favoured ftrongly of 

arbitrary power,~and the genius of the people ran vio- 

lently towards liberty. And if his political prudence was 

not {ufficient to extricate him from fo perilous a fituation, 

he may be excufed ; fince, even after the event, when it 

is commonly eafy to correét all errors, one is-atia lof$ to 

determine what conduét, in his circumftances, could 

have maintained the authority of the crown, and pre- 

ferved the peace of the nation. Expofed, without re« 

venue, without arms, to the affault of furious, implacable, 

and bigotted factions, it was never permitted him, but 

with the moft fatal confequences, to commit the'fmallett 

miftake ; a'condition too rigorous to be impofed on the 

greateft human capacity. ; 
Some hiftorians have rafhly queftioned the good faith 

of this prince: But, for this reproach, the moft-malig- 

nant fcrutiny of his conduct, which, in every circum- 

ftance, is now thoroughly known, affords not any reafon- 

able foundation. On the contrary, if we confider the 

extreme: difficulties, to which he was fo frequently re- 

duced, and compare the fincerity of his profeffions and 

declarations; we fhall avow, that probity and* honour 

ought juftly to be numbered among his moft fhining 

qualities. In-every treaty, thofe conceflions, which, he 

thought, he could not,.in confcience, maintain, he 

never could, by any motive or perfuafion, be induced to 
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CHAP. make. And though fome violations of the’ petition of 
eos ) right may be imputed to him ; thefe are more tobe afcribed 


to the neceffity of his fituation, and to the lofty ideas of 
royal prerogative, which he had imbibed, than to any 
failure in the integrity of his principles *. 


Tus prince was of a comely prefence; of a fweet, 


but melancholy afpe&t, His face was regular, handfome, 


and well complexioned; his body ftrong, healthy, and 


juftly proportioned; and being of a middle ftature, he 


was capable of enduring the greateft fatigues. He exe 
celled in horfemanthip and other exercifes ; and he pof- 
feffed all the exterior, as well as many of the effential 
qualities, which form an accomplifhed prince. 


Tue tragical death of Charles begat a queftion, whe- 
ther the people, in any cafe, were intitled to judge and 
to punidh their fovercign; and moft men, regarding chiefly 
the atrocious ufurpation of the pretended judges, and the 
merit of the virtuous prince who fuffered, were ‘nclined 
to tondemn the republican principles, as highly feditious 
and extravagant: But there fill were a few, who, abs 
ftraGting from the particular cireumftancees of this cale, 
were able to confider the queftion in general, and were 
inclined to moderate, not contradi@, the prevailing fen- 
timent. Such might have been their reafoning. If ever, 
on. any occafion, it were laudable to conceal tru:h from 
the populace; it muft be confefled, that the do@rine of 
refiftance affords fuch an example ; and that all fpecu- 
lative reafoners ought to obferve, with regard to this prin- 
ciple, the fame cautious filence, which the laws, in every 
fpecies of government, have ever preferibed to themfelves: 
Government is inftituted, in order to reftrain the fury and 
injuftice of the people; and being always founded om 
pinion, ‘not on force, it is dangerous to weaken, by 
thefe {peculations, the reverence, which the multitude 


4 See note [F] at the end of the volume, 
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¢ to. authority, and to inftruct them beforehand, that © HA 0%, 
the cafe can never happen, when they may be frecd from , CANS 
their duty of allegiance. Or fhould it be found impoffible 1649- 
‘to refrain the licence of human difquifitions, it muft be 
acknowledged, that the doétrine of obedience ou ght alone 
to be ineule veil. and that the exceptions, which are rare, 
ought feldom or never to be mentioned in popular reafon- 
ings and difcourfes. Nor is there any danger,’ that man- 
kind, by this prudent referve, fhould univerfally degene- 

rate into a ftate.of abject fervitude.. When the exception 
really occurs, even though»it be not previoufly expected 
and ‘defcanted on, it muft, from. its vety nature, be fo 
obvious and undifputed, as to remove all doubt; and 
overpower the reftraint, however great, impofed by teach- 
ing tke general doétrine of obedience. But between re- 
fitting a prince and dethroning him, there is a wide inter- 
val; and the abufes of power, which can warrant the 
latter violence, are greater and more enormous, than 
thofe which will juftify the former. Hiftory, however, 
fupplies us with examples even of this kind; and the 
reality of the fuppofition, though, for the future, it 
ought ever to be little looked for, muft, by all candid 
enquirers, be acknowledged in the paft. But between 
dethroning a prince and pungitane him, there is another 


t 
i 


ane 


——_ 


very wide interval ; and it were not ftrange, if even men of 
the moit enlarged thought fhould BNeHON, whether human 
natuse could ever, ia any monarch, reach that height of de- 
' pravity, as to warrant, in revolted fubjects, this lat act of 
extraordinary rik Se That illufion, if it be an illu- 


‘fion, which teaches us to pay a facred regard to the per- 
fons of princes, is fo falutary, that to diffipate it by the 
formal trial and punifhment. of a fovereign, will have 
more pernicious effects upon the people, than the example 
of jultice can be fuppofed to have a beneficial influence 
upon princes, by checking their career of tyranny. Itis 
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CH AP. dangerous alfo, by thefe examples, to ‘reduce princes 
{x 


t——— defpair, or bring matters to fuch extremities againft perfons 


16,9. 


endowed with great power, as to leave them no refource, 
but in’ the moft violent and mot fanguinary counfels, 
This general pofition being eftablifhed, it muft, however, 
be obferved, that no reader, almoft of any party or prin- 
ciple, was ever fhocked, when he read, in antient hiftory, 
that the Roman fenate voted Nero, their abfolute fove- 
reign, to be a public enemy, and, even without trial, 
condemned him to the fevereft and moft ignominious 
punithment; a punifhment, from which the meaneft 


Roman citizen was, by the laws, exempted. ‘The crimes’ 


of that bloody tyrant’are fo enormous, that they break 
through all rules; and’ extort -a confeffion, that fuch a 
dethroned’ prince is no longer fuperior to his people, and 
can no lénger plead, ‘in his own defence, laws, which 
were eftablifhied for conducting ‘the ordinary courfe of 
adminiftration. “But! when we pafs from the cafe of Nero 
to that of Charles,‘ the’ ‘great difproportion, or rather 


‘total’ contrariety, of chara@er immediatély {trikes us; 


-and we' ftand ‘aftoniffed, ‘that, among: a civilized people, 
‘fo much virtue could ever meet with fo fatal a cataftrophe, 
Hiftory, ‘the gteat'miftrefs of wifdom, furnifhes examples 
of all’ kinds; anid every prudential, as well as moral 
precept, may‘be authorized by thofe events, which her 


“enlarged mitror ig able to prefent to-us, From the 


memorable revolutions, which paffed in England during 
this period, we may- naturally deduce the fame ufeful 
teflon, which Charles himéelf, in his later years, inferred; 
“that it’is dangerous for princes to affuine inore authority, 
‘than the laws have allowed them. But; it muft be con- 


‘felled, that thefe evefts“furnith us with another inftruce. 


tion, “no lef natural, ‘pad’no Jefs ufeful, concerning the 


madnéfs of the people, the furies of ‘fanaticifm, and the: — 


danger ‘of mercenary armies, 4 
In 
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In-order to-clofé-this part of Britith hiftory, it 1s alfoe ae P. 
neceflary to relate the <diflolution of the monarchyyin coy 
England: ‘That eventrfoon followed upon: the-deathvof ate: 
the monarch. When the peers met, onthe dayappointed f 
in ,their,adjournment, they entered upon bufinefs, and 
fent down fome votes to, the. commons, of which the 
latter deigned not to take the leaft notice, Ina few days, 
the lower houfe pafled a vote, that they fhould make no 
more .addrefles to. the houfe, of peers, nor receive any 
from them; and that that houfe was ufelefs and danger- 
ous, and was therefore to be abolifhed. A like. vote 
pafied with regard to the monarchy ;. and it is remark 

_able, that Martin, a zealous republican,.in the debate on 
this queftion, confeffled, that, if they defired a king, the 
laft was as proper.as any gentleman in England>. The 
commons ordered: a new. great feal to be engraved, ort 
which that aflembly was reprefented, with this legend, 
ON THE FIRST YEAR OF FREEDOM, BY GoD’s BLES- 
SING, RESTORED, 1648, © The forms of all public bufi- . 
nefs were changed, from.the king’s name, to that of the 
Keepers of the liberties .of England «. And it was de- 
clared. high treafon to,proclaim, or any otherwife ac- 
knowledge Charles Stuart; commonly called prince of 
Wales. 

THE commons intended, it is faid, to bind the princefs 
Elizabeth-apprentice to.a button-maker: “Fhe duke of 
Glocefter was to'be taught fome.other mechanical, em~ 
ployment. .But the former foon died; of grief, as) is 
fuppofed, for her. father’s tragical end: The latter was, 
by Cromwel, fent beyond fea. 


b Walker’s hiftory of independency, part 2.’ ¢ The court of 
King’s(Bench was ‘called the. court of Public Bench. So cautious: of thie 
shead ‘werefome of the republicans, that; itis pretended, in reciting the 
Lord’s. prayer, they would not Jay thy kingdom come, but always thy common 
wwealib come, : , S 


ie; 4. : PG THe 


152 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


c By Ps.’ "Tr king’s ftatue, in the Exchange, was thrown 
tj down; and on the pedeftal thefe words were infcribed : 


1649. Exit TYRANNUS, REGUM ULTIMUS; The tyrant is gone, 
the left of the kings. ‘ a 
Duxe HamiLTon was tried by a new high court of 
‘juftice, as earl of Cambridge in England; and con- 
demned for treafon. This fentence, which was cer- 
tainly hard, but which ought to fave his memory fromall f 
imputations of treachery to‘his mafter, was executed on “f 
a fcaffold, erected before Weftminfter-hall. Lord Capel 
underwent the fame fate. Both thefe noblemen had s 
efcaped from prifon, but were afterwards difcovered and 
taken. Too all the folicitations of their friends for’ par- 
don, the generals and parliamentary leaders ftill replied, 
, that it was certainly the intention of providence they 
fhould fuffer ; fince it had permitted them to fall into 
‘their enemies’s hands, after they had once recovered their oe 
“Yiberty. ; 
THE earl of Holland loft hi§ life by a like fentence, 
Though of a polite and courtly behaviour, he died Ja- 
mented by no party. His ingratitude to the king, and 
his frequent changing fides, were regarded as great ftains 
on his memory... The earl of Norwich and Sir John 
Owen, being condemned by the fame court, were pat- 
doned by the commons. 


Tue king left fix children; three’ males, Charles, 
born. in 1630, James duke of York, born in 1633, 
Henry duke of Glocefter, born in 1641; ‘and three fe- 
males, Mary princefs of Orange, born 1631, Elizabeth, 
born 1635, and Henrietta, afterwards duchels of Orleans, 
born at Exeter 1644. 

THE archbifhops of Canterbury ‘in pas reign were 
Abbot and Laud: The lord keepers, Williams, bifhop 
of Lincoln, lord Coventry, lord Finch, lord Littleton, 
gand Sir Richard Lane ; fis high admirals, the duke of 

Bucking- 
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Buckingham and the earl of Northumberland ; the trea-C HAP. 
- furers, the earl of Marlborough, the earl of Portland, , ing ; 


Juxon, bifhop of London, and lord Cottington ; the 

. fecretaries of ftate, lord Conway, Sir Albertus Moreton, 
Coke, Sir Henry Vane, lord Falkland, lord Digby, and 
Sir Edward Nicholas. 

Ir may be expected, that we fhould here mention the 
Icon Bafiliké, a work publifhed in the king’s name a few 
days after his execution. It feems almoft impoffible, in 
the controverted parts of hiftory, to fay any thing which 
will fatisfy the zealots of both parties: But with regard 
to the genuinenefs of that production, it is not eafy-for 
an hiftorian to fix any opinion, which“will be entirely to 
his own fatisfaétion. The proofs brought toevirice, that 
this work is or is not the king’s, are fo convincing, that, 
if an impartial reader perufes any one-fide apart’, he will 
think it impoffible, that arguments could be produced, 
fufficient to counter-balance fo ftrong an evidence: And 
wien he compares both fides, he will be fome time at a 
lofs to fix any determination. Should an abfolute fulpence 
of judgment be found difficult or difagreeable in fo inter- 

_efting a queftion, I muft confets, that I much incline to 
give the preference to the arguments of the royalifts, 
The teftimonies, which prove that performance to be the 
king’s, are more numerous, certain, and dire&t, than 
thofe on the other fide. This is the cafe, even if we 
confider the external evidence: But when we weigh the 
internal, derived from the ftyle and compofition, there is 
no manner of comparifon. ‘Thefe meditations refemble, 


4 See on the one hand, Toland’s Amyntor, and on the other, Wagflaffe’s 
vindication of the royal martyr, with Young’s addition. We may remark, 
that lord Clarendon’s total filence with. regard to this fubje@t, in fo full a 
hiftory, compofed in vindication of the king’s meafures and charaéter, forms 
a prefumption on Toland’s fide, and a prefumption of which that author was 


ignorant; the works of the noble hiftorian not being then publifhed. Bifhop 


Burnet’s teftimony too mut be allowed of fome weight again# the Icons 


in 
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\temnpeny Of thofe performances; which we know! with certainty ‘to 
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‘lave flowed from’ the royal.‘pen:But are fo unlike the 


bombaft, perplexed, rhetorical, and corrupt ftyle of Dr. 
Gauden, to whom they areafcribed,’ that no human tefti- 
mony feems fufficient to convince us; that he-was! the’ 
author. ‘Yet all the evidences,’ which»would rob the king 
of that'honour,. tend ‘to prove, ‘that'Dr.cGauden had-the 
merit of writing fo fine a performance,’ and the infamy 
of impofing ‘it on the world for-the:king’s: 
Ir is not eafy to’ conceive’ the general compaffion €x- 
cited towards the king, by the publithing, at fo'ctitical a 


juncture, a work fo full of piety, meeknefs, and ‘hu- 


manity. Many have not fertipled to“aferibe to that book 
the fubfequent reftoration of the Yoyal family. ‘Milton 
compares its effects ‘to ‘thofe which were wrought « on the 


* tumultuous Romans‘by Anthony’s reading to them the will 
“of Cefar. "The Yeon’ paffed through’ fifty editions'in‘ a 
* twelvemonth ; and independent of the great intereft taken 


init by the nation, 45: the fuppofed' production of ‘their 
murdered fovereign,’ it’ muft be acknowledged the belt 
profe‘compofition, which, ‘at the'time-6f ‘its publication, 
was to‘ be found in the’ Englith language. 
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State of England——Of Scotland —— Of Treland—-= 
Levellers fuppreffe 
Tredah ftormed—=--Covenanters—---Moentrofe tances 
‘prifoner Executed 
cf Dunbar-——Of Worcefter-——-King’s. efcape—-- 


Govenanters——Battle 


The commonwealih—Duich war—ame Diffohision 
of the parliament. 


HE confufions, -which oyerfpread, England, after c = . a 
the murder of Charles I, proceeded as well from , ; 
the fpirit of refinement and innovation, which agitated 1649. 
the ruling party, as from the diffolution of.all that autho- Pasion 
rity, both civil and ecclefiaitical, by which the nation 
had ever ‘been accaftomed to be governed. Every man 
had framed the model of a republic ; and, however new 
it was, or fantaftical, he was eager in recommending. it 
to his fellow citizens, or even impofing it by force upon 
them, Every man had adjufted a fyftem of religion, 
which, being derived from no traditional authority, was 
peculiar to himfelf,; and being founded on fuppofed in- 
-{piration, not on any principles of human reafoning, had 
no means, befides. cant and low rhetoric, by which it 
could recommend itfelf to others. .The.levellérs infifted 
on an equal diftribution of property and power, and dif- 
claimed all dependance and fubordination, The mille- 
* narians or fifth-monarchy-men required, that government 


jtfelf fhould be abolifhed, and all human powers be laid 
in 
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CH AP. in the duft, in order to pave the way for the dominion 
i of Chrift, whofe fecond coming on earth they fuddenly 


3649. 


xpected. The Antinomians even infifted, that the ob- 
ligations of morality and natural law were fufpended, and 
that the elect, guided by an internal principle, more per- 
fect and divine, were fuperior to the beggarly elements of 
juttice and humanity. A confiderable party declaimed 


againit tythes and a hireling priefthood, and were refoly- - 


ed, that the magiftrate fhould not fupport by, power or 


-revenue any ecclefiaftical eftablifhment. Another party 
-inveighed againft the law and its profeflors ; and on pre- 
_tence of rendering more fimple the diftribution of juftice, 


were defirous of abolifhing the whole fyftem of Englith 
jurifprudence, which feemed interwoven with monarch- 
ical government.. Even thofe among the republicans, 
who adopted not fuch extravagancies, were fo intoxicated 
with their faintly character, that they fuppofed them- 
felves pofleffed of peculiar privileges 5 and all profeffions, 
oaths, laws, and engagements had, in a great meafure, 
loft their influence over them. The bands of fociety 
were every where loofened ; and the irregular paffions of 
men were encouraged by {peculative principles, ftill more 


unfocial and irregular. " 


THE royalifts, confifting of the nobles and more con- 


fiderable gentry, being degraded from their authority and 


plundered of their Property, were inflamed with the 
higheft refentment and indignation againft thofe ignoble 
adverfaries, who had reduced them to fubjection. The 
prefbyterians, whofe credit had firft fupported the arms 


of the parliament, were enraged to find, that, by the 


treachery or fuperior cunning of their affociates, the 
fruits of all their fuccefsful labours were ravifhed from 


“them. “The former party, from inclination and prin- 
_ ciple, zealoufly attached themfelves to the fon of their 


unfortunate monarch, whofe memory they refpected, and 
whofe 
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whofe tragical death they deplored. ‘The latter cafttheirC H A Ps 
eye towards the fame object; but they had ftill many eke j 


prejudices to overcome, many fears and jealoufies to be 
allayed, ere they could cordially entertain thoughts of 
reftoring that family, which they had fo grievouflly 
offended, and whofe principles they regarded with fuch 
violent abhorrence. 


THE only folid fupport of the republican independent 
faction, which, though it formed fo fmall a part of the 
nation, had violently ufurped the government of the 
whole, was-a numerous army of near fifty thoufand men. 
But this army, formidable from its difcipline and cour- 
age, as well as its numbers, was actuated by a fpirit, 
that rendered it dangerous to the aflembly, which had 
aflumed the command over it. Accuftomed to indulge 
every chimera in politics, every frenzy in religion, the 
foldiers knew little of the fubordination of citizens, and 
had only learned, from apparent neceffity, fome maxims 
of military obedience. And while they ftill maintained, 
that all thofe enormous violations of law and equity, of 
which they had been guilty, were juftified by the fuc- 
cefs, with which providence had blefled them ; they were 
. ready to break out into any new diforder, wherever they 
had the profpect of a like fantion and authority. 


Wuart alone gave fome ftability to all thefe unfettled 
humours, was the great influence, both civil and mili- 
tary, acquired: by Oliver ‘Cromwel. -This man, fuited 
to the age in which he lived, and to that alone, was 
equally qualified to gain the affection and confidence of 
men, by what was mean, vulgar, and ridiculous in his 
charaéter ; .as to command their obedience by what was 
great, daring, and enterprizing. Familiar even to buf- 
foonery with the meaneft centinel, he: never loft his 
authority: Tranfported to a degree of madnefs with*reli- 
ste extafies, he never forgot the political purpofes, to 

which 
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cid P.-which» they .might;ferve, Hating, monarchy, while 2. 
‘UH fubje& 5 defpifing, liberty, while a, citizen; though he 
1649. 


retained for.a time all orders of men_ under. a feeming 
obedience to the parliament; he was fecretly paving the 
way, by artifice and courage, to his own unlimited au 
thority. 

Tue parliament, for fo we muft henceforth call 3 
{mall and. inconfiderable part, of the houfe of commons, 
having murdered their fovereign with {6 many appearing 
circumftances of folemnity and juftice, and fo much real 
violence and even fury, began‘ to aflume more the air of 
a civil, legal power, and to enlarge a little the narrow 
bottom, upon which they ftood. A few of the excluded 


and abfent members, fuch as were liable to leaft excep- . 
tion, were admitted ; but on condition, that they fhoulg. 


fign an approbation of whatever had been done in their 
abfence with regard to the king’s trial: And fome of 
them were willing to acquire a fhare of power on ‘fuch 
terms: The greateft part difdained to lend their autho- 
rity to fuch apparent ufurpations. They iflued fome 

writs for new elections, in places where they hoped to 
have intereft enough to bring in their own friends and 
dependants. They named a council of ftate, thirty-. 
eight in number, to whom all.addrefles were made, who 
gave orders to all generals and admirals, who'executed 
the laws, and who-digefted: all bufinefs before. it was 
introduced into parliament *. ‘They pretended to employ. 
themfelves entirely in .adjufting» the laws, forms, and 
plan of anew reprefentative ; and as foon as:they fhould 
have sas the ‘nation, they: profelled their intention of 


© Their names were, the earls of Denbigh, Mulgrave, Pembroke, ‘alife 
bury, lords Grey and Fairfax, Lifle, Rolles, St. John, Wilde, Bradthaws 
Cromwel, Skippon, Pickering, Maflam, Hafelrig, Harrington, Vane juny 
Danvers, Armine,’ Mildmay, Conftable, Pennington, Wilfon, Whitlocke, 
Martin, Ludlow, Stapleton, Hevingham,’ Wallop, Hutchinfon, Bond, 
Popham, Valentine, Walton, Scot, Purcfoy, Jones, : 
scftoring 
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reftoring the power to. the people, from) whom, they ac- C ree Pe 
knowledged, they had entirely: derived its hiinsinienealle 

‘THE commonwealth foundievery thing in England, 1649 
compofed into a feeming tranquillity by the terror of their 
arms. Foreign powers, occupied in wars among them- 
felves, had no Jeifure or inclination to interpofe in the 
domeftic diffenfions of this ifland. The young king, 
poor and neglected, living fometimes in Holland, fome~ 
times in France, fometimes in Jerfeyy comforted himfelf, 
amidft his prefent diftrefles, with the hopes of better for~ 
tune.. The fituation alone of Scotland and Ireland gave 
any immediate inquietude to the new-republic. ; 

AFTER the fucceffive defeats of Montrofe and Hamil- Of Scotland, 
ton, and the ruin of their parties, the whole authority in 
Scotland: fell into the hands of Argyle and‘ the rigid 
churchmen, that. party which was moft.averfe to the 
interefts of the royal family. ‘Their enmity, however, 
againft the independents, who had prevented the fettle- 
ment of prefbyterian difcipline in England, carried them 
to embrace oppofite maxims in their: political conduct. 
Though invited by the Englifh parliament to model 
their- government into a republican form, they refolved 
ftill'to adhere'to monarchy, which had ever prevailed in 
their country, “and which, by the exprefs terms of their 
covenarit, they had engaged to defend. They confidered 
Bbefides; that-as the property of the kingdom lay moftly 
in’ the handsof great families, it would be difficult to 
eftablifh 2 commonwealth, or without fome chief magi- 
ftrate, invefted with royal authority, to preferve peace or 
juftice in the community. The*execution, therefore, of 
the king, againft which they had always: protefted, hav- 
ing occafioned a'vacancy of the'throne, they immediately 
proclaimed his fon and fucceflor, Charles If. ; but upon 
condition” of his good behaviour and 4triQ-obfervance 
‘6 of the covenant, and hisentertaining no other perfons +9 

se about 
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CH A P.€ about him but fuch as were godly men and faithfal £0» 
ue “ that obligation.” Thefe unufual claufes; inferted in 
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Of Ireland, 


the very firft acknowledgement of their-prince, fufficiently 

fhewed their intention of limiting extremely his authos , 
rity. And the Englifh commonwealth, having no pre- 

tence to interpofe in the affairs of that ninwdon's allowed . 
the Scots, for the prefent, to take their own meafures in 

fettling their goverment: 

Tue dominion, which England claimed over Ireland, 
demanded more immediately their efforts for fubduing 
that country. In order to convey a juft: notion of Irifh 
affairs, it will be neceflary to look backwards fome years, . 
and to relate briefly thofe tranfactions, which had _paft 
during the memorable revolutions in England. When 
the late king agreed to that ceflation of arms with the 
Popifh rebels’, which was become fo requifite, as well 
for the fecurity of the Irifh proteftants as for promoting 
his interefts in England, the parliament, in order to 
blacken his conduct, reproached him with favouring that 
odious rebellion, and exclaimed loudly againft the terms 
of the ceflation, They even went fo far as to declare it’ 
entirely null and invalid, becaufe finifhed without theif 
confent; and to this declaration the Scots in Ulfter, and 
the earl of Inchiquin, a nobleman of great authority in 
Munfter, profefled to.adhere. By their means, the war 
was ftill kept alive; but as the dangerous diftractions in 
England hindered the parliament from fending any con= 
fiderable affiftance to their allies in Ireland, Inchiquin 
concluded an accommodation with Ormond, whom the 
king had created lord- lieutenant of that kingdom. This 
latter nobleman,. being a native of Ireland, anda perfor. 
endowed with great prudence and virtue, formed 2 
{cheme for compoling the diforders of his country, and 


‘for engaging the rebel Irifh to fupport the caufe of his 
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Yoyal mafter. There were many circumftances which C i APs 
itronely invited the riatives of Ireland to embrace the naan 
King’s party. The maxims of that prince had always led *®49 
him to give a reafonable indulgence to the catholics 
throughout all his dominions ; and one priricipal ground 
of that enmity, which the puritans préfeffed againft him, 

Was this tacit toleration. The parliament, on the cori« 
trary, even when unprovoked, had ever menaced the pa- 

pifts with the moft rigid reftraint, if not 4 total extirpa- 
tion; arid immediately after the commencement of the 
Irith rebellion, they put to fale all the eftates of the rebels, 
and had engaged the publi¢ faith for transfering them to 
the adventufers, who had already advanced money upon 
that fecurity. The fuccefs, therefore, which the arms 
of the parliament met with at Nafeby, ftruck a juft terror 
into the Irifh ; and engaged the council of Kilkenny, 
compofed of deputies from all the catholic counties and 
cities, to conclude a peace with the marquefs of Ors 
mond *, They profefled to return to their duty and 
allegiance, engaged to furnifh ten thoufand men for the 
fupport of the king’s authority in England, and were 
content with fipulating, in return, indemnity for their 
rebellion and toleration of their religion. 

OrmonpD not doubting but a peace, fo advantageous 
and even neceflary to the Irith, would be ftriétly ob- 
ferved, advanced with a finall body of troops to Kil- 
kenny, in order to concert meafures for common defencé 
with his new allies. ‘The pope had fent over to Ireland 4 
nuncio, Rinuccini, an Italian; and this man, whofe 
commiffion empowered him to dire& the {pirit cual con- 
cerns of .the Irifh, was emboldened, by their ignorance 
and bigotry, to aflume the chief authority in the civil go- 
vernment. Forefeeing that a general fubmifiion to the 
lord-lieutenant would put an end to his own influence, 
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C HA P- he confpired with Owen Oneal, who commanded the na- 
jose tive Irifh in Ulfter, and who bore a great jealoufy to 


_ xifons to colonel Michael Jones, who took poflefion of 
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Prefton, the general chiefly trufted by the council of 
Kilkenny. By concert, thefe two malcontents fecretly 
drew forces together, and were ready to fall on Ormond, 
who remained in fecurity, trufting to the pacification fo 
lately concluded with the rebels. ‘He received intelli 
gence of their treachery; made his retreat with celerity 
and conduét, and fheltered his fmall army in Dublin and 
the other fortified towns, which fill remained in the 
hands of the proteftants. 

THE nuncio, full of arrogance; levity, and ambitions 
was not contented with this violation of treaty. He 
fummoned an aflembly of the clergy at Waterford, and 
engaged them to declare againft that pacification, which 
the ciyil council had concluded with their fovereign. He 
even thundered out a fentence of excommunication againft 
all who fhould adhere to a peace, fo prejudicial, as he 
pretended, to the catholic religion; and the deluded 
Trith, terrified with his fpiritual menaces, ranged them- 
felves every where on his fide, and fubmitted to his 
authority. Without feruple, he carried on war againft 
the lord-lieutenant, and threatened with a fiege the pro- 
teftant garrifons, which were, all of them, very ill pros 
vided for defence. ; 

MEANWHILE, the unfortunate king was neceffitated 
to take fhelter in the Scottifh army ; and being there re- 
duced to clofe confinement, and fecluded from all com- 
merce with his friends, defpaired, that his authority, or 
even his liberty, wonld ever be reftored to him. He fent 
orders toOrmond, if he could not defend himfelf, rathefy 
to fubmit to the Englifh than-the Lrith rebels ; and ac- : 
cordingly the lord-lieutenant, being reduced to extremity, 
delivered up Dublin, Tredah, Dundalk, and other gar- 
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them in the name of the Englifh parliament. Ormond € 7? P, 
himfelf went over to England, was admitted into the eee 
kino’s prefence, received a grateful acknowledgement for 1649. 
his paft fervices, and during fome time lived in tranquil- 
lity near London. But being banifhed, with the other 
royalifts, to a-diftance from that city, and fecing every 
event turn out unfortunately for his royal mafter, and 
threaten him with a cataftrophe ftill more direful, he 
thought proper to retire into France, where he joined the 
queen and the prince of Wales. 

Iw Ireland, during thefe tranfactions, the authority of 
the nuncio prevailed without controul among all the ca- 
tholics; and that prelate, by his indiferetion and info- 
lence, foon made them repent of the power, with which 
they had entrufted him. Prudent men likewife were 
fenfible of the total deftru€tion, which was hanging over 
the nation from the Englifh parliament, and faw no 
refource or fafety but in giving fupport to the declining 
authority of the king. The earl of Clanricardes a noble- 
man of an ancient family, a perfon too of merit, who 
had ever preferved his loyalty, was fenfible of the ruin 
which threatened his countrymen, and was refolved, if 
pofible, to prevent it. He fecretly formed 2 combina- 
tion among the catholics ; he entered intoa correfpondence 
with Inchiquin, who preferved great authority over the 
proteftants in Munfter; he attacked the nuncio, whom 
he chaced out of the ifland; and he fent to Paris a depu- 
tation, inviting the lord lieutenant to return and. take 
pofleffion of his government. 

Ormonp, on his arrival in Ireland, found the king- 
dom divided into many faGtions, among which either open 
war or fecret enmity prevailed. The authority of the 
Englifh parliament was eftablifhed in Dublin, and the 
other towns, which he -himfelf had delivered into their 
bands. Oneale maintained his credit in Ulfter;. and 
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oH 4 P. having entered into a fecret correfpondence with the pat- 
~~ liamentary generals, was more intent on fchemes for his 


1649. 


own perfonal fafety than anxious for the prefervation of 
his country or religion; The other Irifh, divided between 
their clergy; who were averfe to Ormond, and their no- 
bility, who were attached to him, were very uncertain in 
their motions and feeble in their meafures. The Scots 
in the north, enraged, as well as their other country- 
men, againft the ufurpations of the fectarian army, pro- 


fefled their adherence to the king ; but were ftill hindered © 
by many prejudices from entering into a cordial union ~ 


with his lieuteriant: All thefe diftra&ted councils and 
contrary humors checked the progrefs of Ormond, and 
enabled the parliamentary forces in Ireland to maintain 
their ground againft him. The republicati faction, 


- meanwhile, in England, employed in fubdting the re- 


volted royalifts, in reducing the parliament to fubjeCtion, 
in the ttial, condemnation, and execution of their fove- 
teign; totally neglected the fupplying of Ireland, and 
allowed Jones and the forces in Dublin to remain in the 
utmoft weaknefs and neceflity.. The Jord lieutenant, 
though furrounded with difficulties; neglected not the 
favourable opportunity of pfomoting the royal ecaufe. 
Having at laft aflembled an army of 16,000 men, he 
advanced upon the parliamentary garrifons. Dundalk, 
where Monk commanded, was delivered up by the troops, 
who mutinied againft their governor. ‘Tredah, Neury, 
and other forts were taken. Dublin was threatened with 
a fiege; and the affairs of the lieutenant appeared in fe 
ptofperous a condition, that the young king entertained 
thoughts of coming in perfon into Ireland. 


WHEN the Englifh commonwealth was brought to 


fome tolerable fettlement; men began to caft their eyes: 
towards the neighbouring ifland. .During the conteft of 


the two parties, the government of Ireland had remained: 
4 great. 
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a great object of intrigue; and the prefbyterians endea- C H A P. 


voured to obtain the lieutenancy for Waller, the inde- 


pendents for Lambert. After the execution of the king, 


Cromwel himfelf began to afpire to a command, where 
fo much glory, he faw, might be won, and fo much 
authority acquired. In his abfence, he took care to 
have his name propofed to the council of ftate ; and both 
friends and enemies concurred immediately to vote him 
into that important office: The former fufpected, that 
the matter had not been propofed merely by chance, 
without his own concurrence; the latter defired to re- 
move him to a diftance, and hoped, during his abfence, 
to gain the afcendant over Fairfax, whom he had fo long 
blinded by his hypocritical profeffions. Cromwel him- 
felf, when informed of his eleétion, feigned furprize, 
and pretended at firft to hefitate with regard to the ac- 
ceptance of the command. And Lambert, either deceived 
by his diffimulatiqn, or, in his turn, feigning to be de- 
ceived, ftill continued, notwithftanding this difappoint- 
ment, his friendfhip and connexion’ with Cromwel. 


‘THE new lieutenant immediately applied himfelf with 
his wonted vigilance to make preparations for his expedi- 
tion. Many diforders in England it behoved him pre- 
vioufly to compofe. All places were. full of danger and 

inquietude. Though men, aftonifhed with the fucceffes 
~ of the army, remained in feeming tranquillity, fymptoms 
of the higheft difcontent every where appeared. The 
Englifh, long accuftomed to a mild adminiftration, and 
unacquainted with diffimulation, could not conform their 
fpeech and countenance to the prefent neceffity, or pre- 
tend attachment to a form of government, which they 
generally regarded with fuch violent abhorrence. It was 
requifite to change the magiftracy of London, and to de- 
grade, as well as punifh, the mayor and fome of the 
aldermen, before the proclamation’ for the abolition of 
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c ee P. monarehy could be publithed in the city. An engages 


w—— ment being framed to fupport the commonwealth without. 
king or houfe of peers, the army was with fome difficulty 
brought to fubfcribe it; but though it was impofed upon 
the reft of the nation under faved penalties, no lefs than, 


1649. 


putting all who refufed out of the protection of law ; fuch, 


obftinate reluctance was obferved in the people, that even, 
the imperious parliament was obliged to defift from it, 
The fpirit of fanaticifm, by which that aflembly had at 


firft been ftrongly fupported, was now turned, in a great 
meafure, againft them. The pulpits, being chiefly filled. 
with prefbyterians, or difguifed royalifts, and having 
been long the fcene of news and politics, could by no 
penalties io reftrained from declarations, unfavourable to, 
the eftablifhed government. Numberlefs were the extra- 
vagances, which broke out among the people, Everard, 

a difbanded foldier, having soe taal that the time was 
now come when the community of goods would be re+ 
newed among chriftians, led aut his followers to take, 


pofleffion of the land; and being earried before the gen 


neral, he refufed to falute him; becaufe he was but his 
fellow creature". What feemed more dangerous: The. 
army” itfelf was infected with like humours‘. Though 
the levellers had for a time been fuppreffed by the auda~ 


‘cious fpirit of Cromwel, they ftill continued to propa- 


gate their doGrines among the private men and inferior 
officers, who pretended a right to be confulted, as before, 


inthe adminiftration of the commonwealth, ‘They now 


practifed againft their officers the fame leffon, which they 


had ‘been taught againft the parliament. They framed a 


remonftrance, and fent five agitators to prefent it to the 


general-and council of war : "Thefe were cafhiered with, 


ignominy by fentence of a court martial. One Lockier, 
having carried his fedition farther, was fentenced to death; 


» , Whitleckes i See note [G] at the end of the velume, 
but 
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but this punifhment was fo far from quelling the muti- c a a P. 
nous fpirit, that above a thoufand of his companions yarn 
fhowed their adherence to him, by attending his funeral, — *949 
and wearing in their hats black and fea-green ribbons by 
way of favours, About four thoufand aflembled at Bur- ae 
ford under the command of Thomfon, a map formerly eaten 
condemned for fedition by a court-martial, but pardoned 
by the general. Calonel Reynolds, and afterwards Fair- My: 
fax and Cromwel, fell upon them, while unprepared for 
defence, and feduced by the appearance of a treaty. 
Four hundred were taken prifoners : Some of them ca- 
pitally punifhed: The reft pardoned: And this tumul- 
tuous fpirit, though it ftill lurked in the army, and 
broke out from time to time, feemed for the prefent to be 
fupprefied. pein 

Petitions, framed in the fame fpirit of oppofition, 
were prefented to the parliament by lieutenant-colonel 
Lilburn, the perfon who, for difperfing feditious pam+ 
phlets, had formerly been treated with fuch feverity by 
the ftar-chamber. His liberty was at this time as ill re- 
lifhed by the parliament, and he was thrown into prifon, 
asa promoter of fedition and diforder in the common-~ 
wealth. ‘The women applied by petition for his releafe ; 
but were now defired to mind their houfehold affairs, and 
leave the government of the ftate to the men. From all 
quarters, the parliament was harraffed with petitions of a 
very free nature, which ftrongly fpoke the fenfe of the 
nation, and proved how ardently all men longed for the 
reftoration of their laws and liberties. Even in a feaft, 
which the city gave to the parliament and council of 
flate, it was efteemed a requifite precaution, if we may 
credit Walker and Dugdale, to {wear all the cooks, that 
they would ferve nothing but wholefome food to‘ them. 

THE parliament judged it neceflary to enlarge the laws 
ef high-treafon beyond thofe narrow bounds, within 
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which they had been confined during the monarchy,’ 


u+—~_ They even comprehended verbal. offences, nay intentions, 


1649. 


though they had never appeared in any overt-a& againtt 
the ftate. ‘To affirm the prefent government to be an . 
ufurpation, to aflert that the parliament or council. of 
{tate were tyrannical or illegal, to endeavour fubverting 
their authority or ftirving up feditien againit them ;. thefe, 
offences were declared to be high-treafon, The power 
of imprifonment, of which the petition ‘of right had. bes 
reaved the king, it was now found requifite to reftore to 
the council of ftate ; and all the jails in England were 
filled with men whom the jealoufies and fears of the rul-. 
ing: party had reprefented as dangerous €, The taxes, 
continued by the new. government, and which, being 
unufual, were efteemed heavy, encreafed the general ill 
will, under which it labouxed. Befides the cuftoms and 
excife, ninety thoufand pounds a month were levied on 
land for the fubfiftance of the army, T he fequeftrations _ 
and compofitions of the royalifts, the fale of the crown 
lands, and of the dean and chapter lands, though they _ 
yielded great fums, were not fufficient to fupport the vaft 
expences, and, as was fulpected, the great depredations, 
of the parliament and of their creatures !, on 
Amipsr all thefe difficulties and difturbances, the 
fteddy mind of Cromwel, without confufion or embar- 
raflment, {till purfued its purpofe. While he was col 
lecting an army of twelve thoufand men in the weft of 
England, he fent to Ireland, under Reynolds, and Ves 
nables, a reinforcement of four thoufand horfe and foot, 
in order to ftrengthen Jones, and enable him to defend 
himfelf againft the marquefs of Ormond, who lay at Fins 
glafs, and was making preparations for the attack of. 
Dublin, Inchiquin, with a feparate body, having taken ‘: 
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Tredah and Dundalk, gave a defeat to Offarrell who C ‘Lie P, 
ferved under Oneal, and to young Coot who commanded , ; 


fome parliamentary forces. After he had joined his 
troops to the main army, with whom, for fome time, he 
remained united, Ormond paffed the river Liffy, and 
took poft at Rathmines, two miles from Dublin, with a 
view of commencing the fiege of that city. In order to 
eut off all farther fupply from Jones, he had begun the 
reparation of an old fort, which lay at the gates of Dub- 
lin; and being exhaufted with continual fatigue for fome 
days, he had retired to reft, after leaving ‘orders to keep 


1649. 


his forces under arms. He was fuddenly awaked with 24 Augug 


the noife of firing; and ftarting from his bed, faw every 
thing already in tumult and confufion. Jones, an ‘excels 
lent officer, formerly a lawyer, had fallied out with the 
reinforcement newly arrived; and attacking the party 
employed in repairing the fort, he totally routed them, 
purfued the advantage, and fell in with the army, which 
had negleéted Ormond’s orders. Thefe he foon threw 
into diforder; put them to flight, in fpite of all the 
efforts of the lord lieutenant ; chaced them off the field; 


feized all their tents, baggage, ammunition ; and returned — of 
li 
vitorious to Dublin, after killing four thoufand MEN) railed, i" 


and taking above two thoufand prifoners ™, 

Tuis lofs, which threw fome blemifh on the military 
character of Ormond, was irreparable to the royal caufe. 
That numerous army, which, with fo much pains and 
difficulty, the lord lieutenant had been collecting for 
mote than a year, was difperfed in a moment, Cromwel 
foon after arrived in Dublin, where he was welcomed 
with fhouts and rejoicings. He haftened to Tredah. 
‘That town was well fortified: Ormond had thrown inte 
it a good garrifon of three thoufand men, under Sir Ar- 


thur Afton, an officer of reputation. He expected that 
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Tredah, lying in the neighbourhood of Dublin, would 
firft be attempted by Cromwel, and he was defirous to 
employ the enemy fome time in that fiege, while he him- 
felf thould repair his broken forces. But Cromwel knew 


‘the-importance of difpatch. Haying made a breach, he 


ordered a general affault. Though twice repulfed with 
lof, he renewed. the attack, and himfelf, along with 
{reton, Jed on his men. All oppofition was overborne 
by the furious valour of the tr oops... fhe town was taken 
{word in hand; and orders being iflued to give no quarter, 
a crue] flaughter was made ofthe. -garrifon, Even a few, 


who were faved by. the foldiers, fatiated with blood, 


were next day miferably butchered. by orders from the 
general... One perfon alone of the garrifon efcaped to be 
a meflenger of this univerfal havoc and defttuction. 4 
. CROMWEL pretended to retaliate - this fevere execu- 
den the cruelty of the Irifh maflacre : But he well knew, 
that almoft the whole garrifon was Englith and his juf 
tice was only a barbarous policy, in order; to terrify all 
other garrifons. from refiftance. . His policy, however, 
had the defired effe&. Having Jed the army without 
delay to Wexford, he began to batter the town, The 
garrifon after a flight defence offered to capitulate ; but 
before they obtained a ceflation, they imprudently ne- 
glected their guards ; and the Englifh army rufhed i in 
upon them. “The fame feverity was exercifed as at, 
Tredah. Fig ap es 
_ Every town, before which Cromwel prefented him- 
felf, now opened its gates without refiftance. Rofs, 
though ftrongly garrifoned, was furrendered by lord 
Taffe. Having taken Eftionage; Cromwel threw a 
bridge over A Barrow, and made himfelf mafter of | 
Paflage and Carric. Owen Oneal fubmitted at difcres 
tion, and foon after died. The Englith had no farther 
difficulties to encounter but what arofe from fatigue and 
the 
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the advanced feafon, Fluxes and contagious diftempers C SS P 
creeped in among the foldiers, who perifhed in great iy 
numbers. Jones himfelf, the brave governor of Dublin, 1442 
died at Wexford. And Cromwel had fo far advanced 
with his decayed army, that he began to find it difficult, 
either to fubfift in the enemies country, or retreat to his 
own garrifons. But whilahe was in thefe ftraits, Corke, 
Kinfale, and all the Englifh garrifons in Munfter deferted Novemberg 
to him, and opening their gates refolved to fhare the for- 
tunes of their victorious countrymen, 

Tus defertion of the Englifh put an end.to Grncaite 
authority, which was ales much diminifhed by the 

misfortunes of Dublin, Tredah and Wexford, The 
Irifh, actuated by national and religious prejudices, could 
no longer be kept in obedience by a proteftant governors 
who was fo unfuccefsful in all his enterprizes. ‘The 
clergy renewed their excommunications againft him and 
his adherents, and added the terrors of handtne to 
thofe which arofe from a victorious enemy. Cromwel 
baving received a reinforcement from England, again 
took the field early in the fpring. After a fiege, he made 
himfelf mafter of Kilkenny, the only place where he met 
with any vigorous refiftance. ‘The whole frame of the 
Trifh union being in a manner diffolyed, Ormond, foon 
after, left the ifland, and delegated his authority to Clan 
ticarde, who found affairs fo defperate as to admit of no 
remedy. ‘The Irifh were glad to embrace banifhment as 
arefuge. Above 40,000men pafled into foreign fervice 5 
and Cromwel, well-pleafed to free the ifland from ene~ 
mies; who never could be cordially reconciled to the 
Englith, gave them full liberty and leifure for their em- 
barkation. 
Wuite Cromwel proceeded with fuch uninterrupted 
fuccefs in Ireland, which in the {pace of nine months he 
had almof entirely fubdued, fortune was preparing for 
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him a new fcene of vitory and triumph in Scotland, 
Charles was at the Hague, when Sir Jofeph Douglas 


~ broughe him intelligence, that he was proclaimed kin 


by the Scottifh parliament. At the fame time, Douglas 
informed him of the hard conditions annexed to the pro- 
clamation, and damped extremely that joy, which might 
arife from his being recognized fovereign in one of his 
kingdoms. Charles too confidered, that thofe who pre- 
tended to acknowledge his title, were at that very time in 
atual rebellion againft his family, and would be fure to 
intruft very little authority in his hands, and Feazoety 
would afford him perfonal liberty and fecurity. As the 
profpect of affairs in Ireland was at that time not unpro- 
mifing, he intended rather to try his fortune in that king. 
dom, from which he expected more dutiful fubmiffion 
and obedience, 


~ Meanwutte he found it expedient to depart from 
Holland. The people in the United Provinces were 
much attached to his interefts. Befides his connexion 
with the family of Orange, which was extremely beloved 
by the populace, all men regarded with compaffion his 
helplefs condition, and exprefled the greateft abhorrence 
againft the murder of his father ; a deed, to which’ no- 
thing, they thought, but the rage of fanaticifm and fac- 
tion “could have impelled the parliament. But though 
the public in general bore great favour to the king, the 
States were uneafy at his prefence. ‘They dreaded the 
parliament, fo formidable by their power, and fo prof- 


perous in all their enterprizes, They apprehended the 


moft precipitate refolutions from men of fuch violent and 
haughty difpofitions. And after the murder of Doriflaus, 
they found it ftill more neceflary to fatisfy the Englifh 
commonwealth, by removing the king to a diftance from 
them. 
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Doristaus, though a:native of Holland, had lived ¢ a¢ P, 
long i in England ; and being employed as affiftant to the Loy 
high court of juftice, which condemned. the late king, 265% 
‘he had rifen to great credit and favour with the ruling 
party. ‘They fent him envoy to Holland; but no fooner 
had he arrived at the Hague, than he was fet upon by 
fome royalifts, chiefly retainers to Montrofe. They 
rufhed into the room, where he was fitting with fome 
company ; dragged him from the table; put him to death 
as the firft Bey ap to their murdered fovereign; very lei« 
furely and peaceably feparated themfelves; and though 
erders were iflued by the magiftrates to arreft them, thefe 
were executed with fuch flownefs and reluctance, that the 
criminals had, all of them, the opportunity of making 
their efcape. 

CHARLES, having paffed foine time at Paris, where 
no affiftance was given him, and even few civilities were 
paid him, made His retreat into Jerfey, where his autho- 
rity was ftill acknowledged. Here, Winram, laird of 
Liberton, came to him as deputy.from the committee of 
eftates in Scotland, and informed him of the conditions, 
to which he muft neceflarily fubmit before he could be 
admitted to the exercife of his authority. Conditions 
more fevere were never impofed by fubjeéts upon their 
fovereign ; but as the affairs of Ireland began extremely 
to decline, and the king found it no longer fafe to ven- 
ture himfelf in that ifland, he gave a civil anfwer to Win- 
ram, and defired commiffioners to meet him at Breda, in 
order to enter into a treaty with regard to. thefe condi- 
tions. 

THE earls of Caffilis and Lothian, the lord Burley, ¢ Consamnte 
the laird of Liberton and other commiffioners arrived at~ 
Breda; but without any power of treating: The king 
mut fubmit without referve to the terms impofed upon 
him. The terms were, that he fhould iffue a proclama- 

tion; 
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CHAP. tion, banifhing from court all excommunicated perfons, 
LX, 


uryr~ that is, all thofe, who, either under Hamilton or Mon« 
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trofe, had ventured their lives for his family ; that no 
Englifh fubject, who had ferved againft the parliament, 
fhould be allowed to approach him; that he fhould bind 
himfelf by his royal promife to take the covenant; that he 
fhould ratify all aéts of parliametit, by which prefbyterian 
government, the directory of worfhip, the confeffion of 
faith and the catechifm were eftablifhed ; and that in ciyil 
affairs he fhould conform himfelf entirely to the dire@ion 
of parliament. and in ecclefiaftical to that of the aflembly, 
‘Thefe propofals; the commiffioners, after paffing fome 
time in fermons and prayers, in order to exprefs the more 
determined refolution, very folemnly delivered to the 
king. 

Tue king’s friends were divided with regard to the 
part, which he fhould aét in this critical conjunéture, 
Moft of his Englifh counfellors diffuaded him from ac- 
cepting conditions, fo difadvantageous and difhonourable, 
‘They faid, that the men, who now governed Scotland, 
were the moft furious and bigotted of that party, which, 
notwithftanding his gentle government, had firft excited 
a rebellion againft the late king ; after the moft unlimited 
conceffions, had renewed their rebellion, and {topped the 
progrefs of his victories in England; and after he had 
entrufted his perfon to them in his uttermoft diftrefs, had 
bafely fold him, together with their own honour, to his 
barbarous enemies: That they had as yet fhown no marks 
of repentance, and even in the terms, which they now 
propofed, difplayed the fame antimonarchical principles, 
and the fame jealoufy of their fovereign, by which they 
had ever been actuated: That nothing could be more 
difhonourable, than that the king, in his firft enterprize, 
fhould facrifice, merely for the empty name of royalty, 
thofe principles,- for which his father had died a martyr, 

and 
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‘’and in which he himfelf had been ftri@tly educated: That © HA ® 
by this hypocrify he might lofe the royalifts, who alone or a 
were fincerély attached to him ; but never would gainthe *95- 
prefbyterians, who. were averfe to his family and his 
caufe, and would afctibe his compliance merely to policy 
and neceflity: That the Scots had refufed to give him any 
affurances of their intending to reftore him to the throne 
of England; and could they even be engaged to make 
fuch an attempt, it had fufficiently appeared, by the event 
of Hamilton’s engagement, how unequal their force was 
to fo great an enterprize: That on the firft check, which 
they fhould receive; Argyle and his partizans would lay 
hold of the quickeft expedient for reconciling themfelves 
to the Englith parliament, and would betray the king, as 
they had done his father, into the hands of his enemies 
And that, however defperate the royal caufe, it muft fill 
be regarded as highly imprudent in the king to make # 
facrifice of his honour; where the fole purchafe was te 
endanger his life or liberty. 

Tut carl of Laneric, now duke of Hamilton, the 
earl of Lauderdale, atid others of that party; who had 
been baniflied their country for the late engagement, 
were then with the king; and being defirous of returning 
home in his retinue, they joined the opinion of the young 
duke of Buckingham, and carneftly prefled him to fubmit 
fo the conditions required of him. It was urged, that 
nothing would more gratify the king’s enemies than to 
fee him fall into the fnare laid for him, and by fo {eru- 
pulous a nicety, leave the poffeffion of his dominions to 
thofe who defired but a pretence for excluding him: That 
Argyle, not daring fo far to oppofe the bent of the nation 
as to throw off all allegiance to his fovereign, had em- 
braced this expedient, by which he hoped tomake Charles 
dethrone himfelf, and refufe a kingdom, which was of- 


fered him: hat it was not to be doubted, but the fame 
national 
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CH A P. national fpirit, affifted by Hamilton arid his party, would 
—— rife ftill higher in favour of theit prince after he had en- 


3652 


trufted himfelf to their fidelity, and would much abate 
the rigor of the conditions, now impofed upon him; 
That whatever might be the prefent intentions of the 
tuling party, they muft unavoidably be engaged in a war 
with England, and muft accept the affiftante of the king’s 
friends of all parties, in order to fupport themfelves againtt 
a power, fo much fuperior: That how much foever a 
fteddy, uniform conduct might have been fuitable to the 
advanced age, and {trict engagements of the late king, no 
one would throw any blame on a young prince fof com= 
plying with conditions, which neceffity had extorted from 
him: That even the rigour of thofe principles, profefied 
by his father, though with fome it had exalted his charac= 
ter, had been extremely prejudicial to his intereft; nor 
could any thing be more ferviceable to the royal caufe than 
to givevall parties room to hope for more equal and more 
indulgent maxims of government: And that where affairs 
were reduced to fo defperate a fituation, dangers ought 
little to be regarded 5 and the king’s honour lay rather in 
fhowing fome early fymptoms of courage and adtivity, 
than in choofing ftrifly a party among theological contro- 
verfies, with which, it might be fuppofed, he was, as 
yet, very little acquainted. 

THESE arguments, feconded by the advice of the queen 
and of the prince of Orange, the king’s brother in law, 
who both of them efteemed it ridiculous to refufe a kings 
dom, merely from regard to epifcopacy, had great influence 
on Charles. But what chiefly determined him to comply 
was the account brought him of the fate of Montrofe, 
who, with all the circumftances of rage and contumely, 
had been put to death by his zealous countrymen. Though 
in this inftance. the king faw more evidently the furious 
{pirit, by which the Scots were a€tuated, he had now ne 

farther 
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farther refource, and was obliged to grant whatever was © u A Pa 
demanded of him. hentai 
Montrose, having laid down his arms at the com- | 165 
mand of the late king, had retired. into France, and, 
contrary to his natural difpofition, had lived for fome 
time unactive at Paris. He there became acquainted 
with the famous cardinal de Retz; and that penctrating 
judge celebrates him in his memoirs as one of thofe he- 
roes, of whom there are no longer any remains in the 
world, and who are only.to be met with in Plutarch. 
Defirous of improving his martial genius, he took a jour- 
ney to Germany, was carefled by the emperor, received 
the rank of marefchal, and propofed to levy a regiment 
for the imperial fervice. While employed for that pur- 
pofe in the low countries, he heard of the tragical death 
of the king ; and at the farne time received from his young 
mafter a renewal of his commiffion of captain general in 
Scotland". His ardent and daring fpirit needed but ‘this 
authority to put him in aétion. He gathered followers in 
Holland and the north of Germany, whom his great re= 
putation allured to him. The king of Denmark and 
duke of Holftein fent him fome {mall fupplies of money.: 
The queen of Sweden furnifhed him with arms: The 
prince of Orange with fhips: And Montrofe, haftening 
his enterprize, left the king’s agreement with the Scots 
fhould make him revoke his commiffion, fet out for the 
Orkneys with about 500 men, moft of them Germans. 
Thefe were all the preparations, which he could. make 
again‘t a kingdom, fettled in domeftic peace, fapported 
bya difciplined army, fully apprized of his enterprize, 
and prepared acainft him. Some of his retainers having 


told him of a prophefy, that 
referved to reflore the king’s aut 
he lent a willing ear to fuggeftions, which, however ill 


to him and him alone it. was 
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CN x grounded or improbable, were fo conformable to his own 
Ux magnanimous difpofition. 


1650, © 


‘Montrofe 
taken pri- 
foner. 


~ He armed feveral of the inhabitants of the Orkneys, 
thouch an unwarlike people, and carried them over with 
him to Caithnefs ; hoping, that the general affection to 
the king’s fervice, and the fame of his former exploits, 
would make the Highlanders flock to his ftandard. But 
all men were now harrafled and fatigued with wars and 
diforders : Many of thofe, who formerly adhered to him, 
had been feverely punifhed by the covenanters: And no 
profpeét of fuccefs was entertained in oppofition to fo 
great a force as was drawn together againft him. But 
however weak Montrofe’s army, the memory of paft 
events ftruck a great terror into the committee of eftates. 
‘Fhey immediately ordered Lefley and Holborne to march 
againft him with an army of 4000 men, Strahan was 
fent before with a body of cavalry to check his progrefs. 
He fell unexpectedly on Montrofe, who had no horfe to 
bring him intelligence. Thhe royalifts were put to flight; 
all of them either killed or taken prifoners; and Mon-— 
trofe himfelf, having put on the difguife of a feafant, 
was perfidioufly delivered into the hands of his enemies, 
by a friend, to whom he had entrufted his perfon. © 
Aut the infolence, which fuccefs can prdduce in un= 
generous minds, was exercifed by the covenanters againft 
Montrofe, whom they fo much hated and fo muck 
dreaded. Fheological antipathy farther encreafed their 
indignities towards a perfon, whom they regarded as im- 
pious on account of the excommunication, which had 
been pronounced againft him. Lefley led him about for 
feveral days in the fame low habit, under which he had 
difguifed himfelf. The vulgar, wherever he paffed, were 
inftigated to reproach and vilify him, When he came to 
Edinburgh, every circumftance of elaborate rage and in- 


tule was put in practice by order of the parliament. At 


the 


THE COMMONWEALTH: 


the eaftern gate of the city, he was met by the magi- 
itrates, and put ifto a new -cart; purpofely made with a 
high chair or bench, where he: was ‘placed, that the peo- 
ple might have a full view of him: He was bound with 
a cord; drawn over his breaft and fhoulders; and faftcened 
through ‘holes made in the cart: The hangman’ then 
took off the hat of the noble prifoner; and rode himfelf 
before the cart in his livery; and with his bonnet ons 
the other officers, who were taken prifoners with the 
marquefs, walking two and two before them ; 

THE populace, more generous and humane, when they 
faw fo mighty a change of fortune in’ this great man, fo 
lately their dread and terror, into whofe hands the magi- 
ftrates, a few years before, had delivered on their knees 
the keys of the city, were ftruck with compaffion, and 
viewed him with filent tears and admiration. The 
preachers, next Sunday; exclaimed againft this move- 
ment of rebel nature, as they termed it ;*and reproached 
the people with their profane’ tendernefs towards the 
capital enemy of piety and religion, 

Wuew he was carried before the parliament, which 
was then fitting, Loudon, the chancellor, in a violent 
declamation, reproached him with the breach of the na- 
tional covenant, which he had fubfcribed; his rebellion 
neainft God, the king, and the kingdom ; and the many 
horrible murders, treafons, and impieties; for which he 
was now to be brought to condign punifhment. Mon> 
trofe in his anfwer maintained the fame fuperiority above 
his enemies, to which, 0, his fame and great a@tions, as 
ma good caule, he was juftly 


ra 


well as by the confcience of 


entitled. He told the patlicment, that, fince the king, . 


as he was informed, had fo far avowed their authority as 
to enter into treaty with them, he now appeared unco= 
vered before their tribunal ; a refpe&t, which, “while they 
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CH APs flood in-open defiance to their fovereign, they would in 
LX. 


«~~» vain have required of him. . That he acknowledged, 


r6s0. 


with infinite fhame and remorfe, the errors of his early 
conduét, when their plaufible pretences had feduced him 
to tread with them the paths of rebellion, and bear arms 
again{ft his prince and country. ‘That his following fer- 
vices, he hoped, had fufficiently teftified his repentance ; 
and his death would now atone for that guilt, the only 
one with which he could juftly reproach himfelf. That 
in all his warlike enterprizes he was warranted by that 
commiffion, which he had received from his and their 
mafter, againft whofe lawful authority they had erected 
their ftandard. ‘That to venture his life for his fovereign 
was the Jeaft part of his merit: He had even thrown 
down his arms in obedience to the facred commands of 
the king; and had refigned to them thegvictory, which, 
in defiance of all their efforts, he was ftill enabled to dif. 
pute with them. ‘That.no blood had ever been fhed by 
him but in the fteld of battle ; and many perfons were 
now in his eye, many now dared to pronounce fentence 
of death upon him, whofe life, forfeited by the laws of 
war, he had formerly faved from the fury of the foldiers. 
"That he was forry to find no better teftimony of their ree 
turn to allegiance than the murder of fo faithful a fub- 
ject, in whofe death the king’s commiffion muft be, at 
once, fo highly injured and affronted. That as to him- 
felf, they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and degrade 
him by all their ftudied indignities: The juftice of his 
caufe, he knew, would ennoble any fortune; nor had 
he other affliction than to fee the authority of his prince, 
with which he was invefted, treated with fo much i igno= 
miny. And that he now joyfully followed, by a like 
unjuft fentence, his late fovereign ; and fhould be happy, 
if, in his future deftiny, he could follow him to the fame 

blifsful 
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blifsful manfions, where his piety and humane virtues 
had already, without doubt, fecured him an eternal re- 
compence, 

Montrosr’s fentence was next pronounced againtt 
him, “That he, James Graham” (for this was the only 
name they vouchfafed to give him) ‘ fhould next day be 
“ carried to Edinburgh crofs, and there be hanged on a 
*€ cibbet, thirty feet high, for the {pace of three hours 
s<’'Then be taken down, his head be cut off upon a fcaf- 
“¢ fold, and affixed to the prifon: His legs and arms be 
*¢ ftuck up on the four chief towns of the kingdom: His 
“ body be buried in’ the place appropriated for common 
«© malefactors ; except the church, upon his repentance, 
“ fhould take off his excommunication.” 

Tue clergy, hoping, that the terrors of immediate 
death had now given them an advantage over their ene- 
my, flocked about him, and infulted over his fallen for- 
tunes. They pronounced his damnation, and affured 
him, that the judgment, which he was fo foon to fuffer, 
would prove but an eafy prologue to that which he muft’ 
undergo hereafter. They next offered to pray with him: 
But he was too well acquainted with thofe forms of im- 
precation, which they called prayers. ‘* Lord, vouch- 
*¢ fafe yet to touch the obdurate heart of this proud in- 
“< corrigible finner; this wicked, perjured, traiterous, 
*‘ and profane perfon, who refufes to hearken to the 
€¢ voice of thy church.” Such were the petitions, 
which, he expe&ted, they would, according to cuftom, 
offer up for him. He told them, that they were a mife- 
rably deluded and deluding people; and would fhortly 
bring their country under the moft infupportable fervi- 
tude, to which any nation had ever been reduced. “ For 
“¢ my part,” added he, ‘* I am much prouder to have 
«¢ my head affixed to the place, where it is fentenced to 
* fland, than to have my picture hang in the king’s 
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.£© bed-chamber. 80 far fie belt forry, that my legs 
, “and arms are to be fent to four cities of the kingdoms 


«« T wifh I had limbs enow to be difperfed into all the 
“ cities of Chriftendom, there to remain’as teftimonies 
“* in favour of the caufe, for which I fuffer.” This 
fentiment, that very evening, while in prifon, he threw 
into verfe. ‘The poem remains; a fignal monument of 
his heroic fpirit, and no defpicable proof of his poetical 
genius. 

Now was led forth, amidft the infults of his enemies 
and the tears of the people, this man of illuftrious birth 
and of the greateft renown in the nation, to fuffer, for 
his adhering to the laws of his country, and the rights of 
his fovereign, the ignominious death. deftined to the 
meaneft malefactor. “Every attempt, which the infolence 
of the governing party had made to fubdue his {pirit, had 
hitherto proved fruitlefs: “They made yet one effort 
more, in this laft and melancholy fcene, when all en- 
mity, arifing from motives merely busin is commonly 
foftened and difarmed. The executioner brought that 
book, which had been publifbed in elegant Latin of his 
great military actions,, and tied it by a cord” about his 
neck. Montrofe fmiled at this new inftance of their 
malice. He thanked them, however, for their officious 
geal ; and faid, that he bore this teftimony of his bravery 
and loyalty with more pride than he had ever worne the 
garter. Having afked, whether they had any more in-— 
dignities to put upon him, and renewing fome devout 
ej eS he patiently endured ‘the laft aét of the eX 
ecutioner. 

Tuus perithed, in the thirty-eighth year of his ages 
the gallant marquefs of Montrofe ; the man whole mili- 
tary genius, both by valour and consi had fhone forth 
beyond any, which, during thefe civil diforders, had. ap- 


peared in the three kingdoms. The finer arts too, he- 
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had, in his youth, fuccefsfully cultivated ; and whatever c . AP, 
was fublime, elegant, or noble touched his great foul. ieee 
_ Nor was he infenfible to the pleafures either of fociety or £50 
of love. Something, however, of the va/ and unbounded 
characterized his a€tions and deportment; and it was 
merely by an heroic effort of duty, that he brought his 
mind, impatient of fuperiority, and even of equality, to 
pay fuch unlimited fubmiffion to the will of his fovereign. 
THE vengeance of the covenanters was not fatisfied with 
Montrofe’s execution. Urrey, whofe inconftancy now 
led him to take part with the king, fuffered about the 
fame time: Spotifwood of Daerfie, a youth of eighteen, 
Sir Francis Hay of Dalgetie, and colonel Sibbald, all of 
them men of birth and charaSter, underwent a like fate. 
Thefe were taken prifoners with Montrofe. The mar- 
quefs of Huntley, about a year before, had alfo fallen a 
victim to the feverity of the covenanters. 
Tue paft fcene difplays in a full light the barbarity of 
this theological faction: The fequel will fufficiently dif- 
play their abfurdity. 
Tue king, in confequence of his agreement with the 234 June, 
commiffioners of Scotland, fet fail for that country ; 
and being efcorted by feven Dutch fhips of war, who 
were fent to guard the herring fifhery, he arrived.in the 
frith of Cromarty. Before he was permitted to land, he 
was required to fign the covenant; and many fermons 
and leétures were made him, exhorting him to perfevere 
in that holy confederacy °. Hamilton, Lauderdale, Dum- covenants 
fermling, and other noblemen of that faction whom they ers. 
called Engagers, were immediately feparated from him, 
and obliged to retire to their houfes, where they lived in 
a private manner, without truft or authority. None of 
his Englith friends, who had ferved his father, were 
allowed to remain in the kingdom. The king himéfelf 
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CH AP. found, that he was confidered as a mere pageant of fate, 
LX. ? g 
\—~—1 and that the few remains of royalty, which he poffeffed, 


ferved only to draw on him the greater indignities. One 
of the quarters of Montrofe, his faithful fervant, who 
had borne his commiffion, had been fent to Aberdeen; 
and was ftill allowed to hang over the gates when he 
pafled by that place ®. © The general aflembly, and after- 
wards the committee of .eftates and the army, who were 
entircly governed by the aflembly, fet forth a public de- 
claration, in which they protefted, ‘* that they did not 
“* efpoufe any malignant quarrel or party, but fought 
“* merely on their former grounds or principless that 
** they difciaimed all the fins and guilt of the king, and 
of his houfe ;: nor would they own him or his intereft, 
otherwife than with a fubordination to God, and fo 
far as he owned and profecuted the caufe of God, and 
acknowledged the fins of his houfe, and of his former 
§¢ “ways:3.” 


ce 
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Tue king, lying entirely at mercy, and having no 
affurance of liberty or life, farther than was agreeable to 
the fancy of thefe auftere zealots, was conftrained to 
einbrace a meafure, which nothing but the neceflity of 
his affairs, and his great youth and inexperience could 
excufe. He iffued a declaration, fuch as they required © 
of him’. He there gave thanks for the merciful difpen- 
fations of providence, by which he was recovered from 
the fnare of evil counfel, had attained a full perfuafion of | 
the righteoufnefs of the covenant, and was induced to 
caft himfelf and his intereft wholly upon God. He de- 
fired to be deeply humbled and affiiéted in fpirit, becaufe 
of his father’s following wicked meafures, oppofing the 
covenant and the work of reformation, and fhedding the 
blood of Gaod’s people throughout all his dominions, 


“P Sir Edward Walker’s Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. 16a, 
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He lamented the idolatry of his mother and the toleration © 7 A Pa 


of it in his father’s houfe ; a matter of great offence, he 
faid, to all the proteftant churches, anda great provoca- 
tion’ to him who is a jealous God, vifiting the fins of the 
father upon the children. He profefled, that he would 
have no enemies but the enemies of the covenant; and 
that he detefted all popery, fuperftition, prelacy; herefy, 
{chifm, and profanenefs ; and was refolved not to tolerate, 
much ‘Jefs to countenance, any of them in any of his 
dominions: He declared, that he fhould never love or 
favour thofe who had fo littie con{cience as to follow his 
interefts, in preference to the gofpel and the kingdom of 
Jefus Chrift. And he exprefled his hope, that, what- 
ever ill fuccefs his former guilt might have drawn upon 
his caufe, yet now, having obtained mercy to be on 
God’s fide, and to acknowledge his own caufe fubordi- 
nate to that of God, divine providence would crown his 
arms with victory. , 

Srixx the covenanters and the clergy were'diffident of 
the king’s fincerity. ‘The facility, which he difcovered 
in yielding to whatever was required of him, made-them 
fufpeét, that he regarded all his conceflions merely as 
ridiculous farces, to which he muft of neceffity fubmit. 
They had another trial prepared for him. Inftead of 
the folemnity of his coronation, which was delayed, they 
were refolved, that he fhould pafs through a public hu- 
miliation, and do penance befote the whole people. 
They fent him twelve articles of repentance, which he 
was to acknowledge ; and the king had agreed, that he 
would fubmit to this indignity. The various tranfgref- 
fions of his father and grandfather, together with the 
idolatry of his mother, are again enumerated and aggra- 
vated in thefe articles; and farther declarations were in- 
fifted on, that he fought the reftitution of his rights, for 
the fole advancement of religion, and in fubordination to 
the 
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the kingdom of Chrift*. In fhort, having exalted’ the 


—— altar above the throne, and brought royalty under their 


1650, 


feet, the cleryy were refolved to trample on it and vilify 
it, by every inflance of contumely, which their prefent 
influence enabled them to impofe upon their unhappy 
prince. 

CHARLES in the mean time found his authority entirely 
annihilated, as well as his character degraded. He was 
confulted in no public meafure. He was not called to 
affift at any councils. His favour was fufficient to dif- 
credit any pretender to office or advancement. © All 
efforts, which he made to unite the oppofite parties, en- 
creafed the fufpicion, which the covenanters had enter- 
tained of him, as if he was not entirely their own. 
Argyle, who, by fubtilties and compliances, partly led 
and partly was governed by this wild faction, ftill turned 
a deaf ear to all advances, which the king made to enter 


into confidence with him. A4alignants and Engagers con- 


tinued to be the objects of general hatred and perfecu- 
tion; and whoever was obnoxious to the clergy, failed 
not to have one or other of thefe epithets affixed to him, 


The fanaticifm, which prevailed, being fo full of four — 


and angry principles, and fo overcharged with various 
antipathies, had acquired a new object of abhorrence: 
Thefe were the Sorcerers. So prevalens was the opinion 
of witchcraft, that great numbers, accufed of that crime, 
were burnt by fentence of the magiftrates throughout all 
parts of Scotland. In a village near Berwic, which con- 
tained only fourteen houfes, fourteen perfons were pu- 
nifhed by firet; and it became a {cience, every where 
much ftudied and cultivated, to diftinguith a true witch 
by proper trials and fymptoms *, : 


S Sir Edward Walker's Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. 178. 
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Tue advance of the Englifh army under Cromwel © ug Ps 
was not able to appeafe or foften the animofities among ee 


the parties in Scotland, The clergy were {till refolute 
to exclude all but their moft zealous adherents. So foon 
as the Englifh parliament found, that the treaty between 
the king and the Scots would probably terminate in an 
accommodation, they made preparations for a war, which, 
they faw, would, in the end, prove inevitable. Crom- 
wel having broken the force and courage of the Irifh, 
was fent for; and he left the command of Ireland to 
Ireton, who governed that kingdom in the character of 
deputy, and with vigilance and induftry perfevered in the 
work of fubduing and expelling the natives. 

Ir was expected, that Fairfax, who ftill retained the 
name of general, would continue to act againft Scotland, 
and appear at the head of the forces; a ftation for which 
he was well qualified, and where alone he made any 
figure. But Fairfax, though he had allowed the army 
to make ufe of his name in murdering their fovereign, ’ 
and offering violence to the parliament, had entertained 
unfurmountable fcruples againft invading the Scots, 
whom he confidered as zealous prefbyterians, and united 
to England by the facred bands of the covenant. He 
was farther difgufted at the extremities, into which he 
had already been hurried ; and was confirmed in his re- 
pugnance by the exhortations of his wife, who had great 
influence over him, and was herfelf much governed by 
the prefbyterian clergy. A committee of parliament was 
fent to reafon with him; and Cromwel was one of the 
number. In vain did they urge, that the Scots had firft 
broken the covenant by their invafion of England under 
duke Hamilton; and that they would furely renew their 
hoftile attempts, if not prevented by the vigorous mea- 
{ures of the commonwealth. Cromwel, who knew the 
rigid inflexibility of Fairfax, in every thing, which he 
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CHA P, regarded as matter of principle, ventured to folicit him 


ae 


ui , with the utmoft earneftnefs ; and he went fo far as to thed 
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tears of grief and vexation on this occafion. No one 
could fufpect any ambition in the man, who laboured fo 
zealoufly to retain his general in that high office, which, 
he knew, he himfelf was alone entitled to fill. The 
fame warmth of temper, which made Cromwel a frantic 
enthufiaft, rendered him the moft dangerous of hypocrites ; 
and it was to this turn of mind, as much as to his cour- 
age and capacity, that he owed all his wonderful fuc- 
celles. By the contagious ferment of his zeal, he engaged 
every ene to co-operate with him in his meafures; and 
entering eafily and aftectionately into every part, which 
he was difpofed to act, he was enabled, even after mul- 
tiplied deceits, to cover; under a tempeft of pafiion, all 
his crooked {chemes and profound artifices. 

Farrrax having refigned his commiffion, it was be- 
Rowed- on Cromwel, who was declared captain-general 
of all the forces in England. This command, in acom- 
monwealth, which flood entirely by arms, was of the 
utmoit importance; and was the chief ftep, which this 
ambitious politician had yet made towards fovereign 
power. He immediately marched his forces, and entered 
Scotland with an army of 16,000 men. 

‘THE command of the Scottifh army was given to Lef- 
Jey, an experienced officer, who formed a very proper 
plan for defence. He entrenched himfelf in a fortified 
camp between Edinburgh and Leith, and took care to 
remove from the countics of Merfe and the Lothians every 
thing which could ferve to fubfift the Englith army. 
Cromwel advanced to the Scotch camp, and endeavoured, 
by every expedient, to bring Lefley to a battle: ‘The pru- 
dent Scotchman knew, that, though fuperior in num- 
bers, his army was much inferior in difcipline to the 
Englith; and he kept himfelf carefully within his. en- 
trenchments. 
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trenchments. | By fkirmifhes and fmall rencounters h 
tried to confirm the fpinits of his foldiers; and he 
fuccefsful in thefe enterprizes. His army encreafed d 


both in numbers and courage. The king came to the 
camp; and having exerted himfelf in an action, guined 
on the affections of the foldiery, who were more defirous 
of ferving under a young prince of {pirit and vivacit 
than under a committce of talking, gown-men. The 
clergy were alarmed. . They ordered Charles immediateiy 
to leave the camp. They alfo purged, it carefully of 
about 40c0 Malignants and Engagers, whofe zeal had led 
them to attend the king, and who were the foldiers of 
chief credit and experience in the nation. They then 
concluded, that they had an army compofed entirely of 
faints, and could not be beaten. They murmured ex- 
tremely, not only againft their prudent general, but alfo 
againft the Lord, on.account of his delay: in giving thena 
deliverance *; and they plainly told him, that, if he 
would not fave them from the Englith fectaries, he fhoul: j 
no longer be their God’. An advantage having offered 
itfelf on a Sunday, they hindered the general from mak- 
ing ufe of it, left he fhould involve the nation in the guilt 
of fabbath-breaking. 

CromwEL found himfelf,in a very. bad fituation.. He 
had no provifions but what he reccived by fea. He had 
not had the precaution-to bring thefe in fuficient quan- 
tities ; and his army was reduced to dificulties.. He re- 
tired to Dunbar. . Lefley followed him and encamped on 
the heights of Lammermure, which ov erlook that town. 
There lay many difficult pafles between Dunbar and Ber- 
wic, and of thefe Lefley had taken poflefiion, ‘The Englith 


general was reduced to extremity. He had even embraced 
a refolution of fending by fea all his foot and artillery to 
w Sir Edw, Walker, 9. 163, * Td, p. 163; x White 
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c "oe P. England, and of breaking through, at all hazards, with’ 
i» his’ cavalry. he madnefs of thé Scottifh ecclefi ane 
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Battle of 
Dunbare 


g4 Septem>, 


faved him from this lofs and difhonour. 

Nicut and day the minifters had’ been wreftling with’ 
the Lord in prayer, as they termed it ; and they fancied, 
that they had at laft obtained the victory. Revelations, 
they faid, were made them, that the feCtarian and here~" 
tical army, together with Agag, meaning’ Cromwel, was’ 
delivered into their hands. Upon the faith of thefe vif.’ 
ons, they forced their general, in fpite of his remonftrarices, 
to defcend into the plain, with a view of attacking the 
Englith in their retreat. Cromwel, looking through a 
glafs, faw the enemy’s camp in’ motion; and foretold; 
without the help of: revelations, thatthe Lord had délic 
vered them into his hands. He’ gave*orders immediately 
for an attack. ‘In this battle’ it was eafily' obferved, ‘that 
nothing, in military actions, can faipply the place of dif 
cipline and experience ; and that, in the’ prefende’ of real 
danger, where men are not accuftomed’to it; thé fumes - 
of enthufiafm prefently diffipate, and lofe their influence. 
The Scots, though double in number to’ the’ Englith, 
were foon put to flight; and purfued with great flaughters = 
The chief, if not only refiftance was-miade by one regi 
ment of Highlanders, that part of the army, which was 
the leaft infected with fanaticifm: ~No victory could be 
more complete than this which’ was obtained” by Crom+ 
wel. About 3000 of the enemy were flain, and’ 9000 
taken prifoners. Cromwel purfued his advantage, ' and, 
gained pofleflion of Edinburgh and Leith’ ‘The’ remé 
nant of the Scottifh 2 army fled to Sterling. ‘The approach — 
of the winter feafon, and an ague, which feized Crom 

wel, kept him from pufhing the vidtory any farther. 

Tue clergy made great lamentations, and told the 
Lord, that to them it was little to facrifice their lives and 


eflates, but to. him it was a great lofs to fuffer his eleé 
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to be deftroyed*. They publifhed a declaration, con- C H A Ps 
taining the caufe of their late misfortunes. Thefe vifi-, **: 
tations they afcribed to the manifold provocations of the 1650. 
king’s houfe, of which, they feared, he had not yet tho- 
roughly repented; the fecret intrufion of malignants into 
the king’s family and even into the camp; dhe leaving 
of a moft malignant and profane guard of horfe, who, 
being: fent for to be purged, came two days before the 
defeat, and were allowed to fight with the army; the 
owning of the king’s quarrel by many without fubordi- 
nation to religion and liberty; and the carnal felf-feeking 
of fome, together with the neglect of family prayers by 
others. 

CromwetL, having been fo fuccefsful in the war of 
the fword, took up the pen againft the Scotch ecclefiaftics. 
He wrote them fome polemical letters, in which he main~ 
tained the chief points of the independent theology. He 
took care likewifé to retort on them their favourite argu- 
ment of providence; and afked them, whether the Dor rd. 
had not declared againft them. But the minifters thought, 
that the fame events, which td their enemies were judge- 
ments, to them were trials; and they replied, that the 
Lord had only hid his face, for a time, from Jacob. 
But Cromwel infifted, that the appeal had been made to 
God in the moft-exprefs and folemn manner, and that, 
in the fields pf Dunbar, an irrevocable decifion had been 
awarded in favour of the Englifh army *. - 

THE 


¢ 

2 Sir Edward Walker. 

a This is the beft of Cromwel’s wretched compofitions that remains, and 
we fhali here extraét a paflage out of it. “* You fay you have not fo learned 
«© Chrift as to hang the equity of your caufe upon events, We could with 
6 that blindnefs had not been upon your eyes to all thofe marvellous dif- 
<¢ penfations, which God hath wrought lately in England. But did not you 
«© folemnly appeal and pray ? Did not we do fo too? And ought not we 
§¢ and you to think, with fear and trembling, of the band of the great God, 
&. jn this mighty and firange appearance of his, but cam Mightly call it an 
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Tue defeat of the Scots was regarded by the king as a 
fortunate event. The armies, which fought on both 
fides, were almoft equally his enemies; and the van- 
quifhed were now obliged to give him fome more autho- 
rity, and apply to him for fapport. _ The parliament was 
fummoned to meet at St. Johnftone’s. Hamilton, Lau- 
derdale, and all the Engagers were admitted into court. 
and camp, on condition of doing public pennance, and. 
expreffing repentance for their late tranfgreffions. Some 
Malignants alfo creeped in under various pretences, 
The intended humiliation or penriance of the king was 
changed into the ceremony of his coronation, which was 
performed at Scone with great pomp and folemnity. But 
amidft all this appearance of refpect, Charles remained in. 
the hands of the moft, rigid Covenanters : “And though 
treated with civility and courtefy by Argyle, a man of 
parts and addrefs, he was little better than a prifoner, 
and was {till expofed to all the rudenefs and pedantry of 
the. ecclefiattics, 


. Tuts young prince was in a fituation, which very ill 
fuited his temper and difpofition, All thofe good qua- 
lities which he poffefled, his affability, his wit, his gaiety,. 
his gentleman-like, difengaged behaviour, were here fo 
many vices; and his love of eafe, liberty, and pleafure 
was regarded as the higheft enormity. Though artful in 
the practice of courtly diffimulation, the fanctified ftyle 


‘event? Were not both your and our expectations renewed from time to 

‘© tinte, while we waited on God, to fee which way he would manifett him- 
felf upon our appeals? And fhall we, after all theft our prayers, faftings, 
tears, expectations and folemm appeals, call thefe mere events? . The Lord 
pity you, Surely we fear, becaufe it has been a merciful and a gracious 
deliverance to us, 

~ © Tbeleech you in the bowels of Chrift, fearch after the mind of the Lord 
ia it towards you, and we fhall help you by our prayers that you may find. 
it. For yet, if we know our heart at all, our bowels do in Chrift yearn 
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was utterly unknown to him; and he never could mould CHA Ps 


his deportment into that ftarched grimace, which th 
covenanters required as an infallible mark of converfion, 
The duke of Buckingham was the only Englith courtier 
allowed to attend him; and by his ingenious talent for 
ridicule, he had rendered himéelf extremely agreeable to 
his mafter. While fo many objeéts of derifion furrounded 
them, it was difficult to be altogether infenfible to the 
temptation, and wholly to fupprefs the laugh. Obliged 
to attend from morning to night at prayers and fermons, 
they betrayed evident fymptoms of wearinefs or contempt, 
The clergy never could'efteem the king fufficiently re- 
generated: And by continual exhortations, remonftrances, 
and-reprimands, they ftill endeavoured to bring him to a 
jufter fenfe of his fpiritual duty. 

‘THE king's paffion for the fair could not altogether be 
reftrained. He had onte been obferved ufing fome fa- 
iniliarities with a young woman; and a committee of 
minifters was appointed to reprove him for a behaviour fo 
unbecoming a covenanted monarch. The {pokefman of 
the committee, one Douglafs, began, with a fevere afpect, 
informed the king that great fcandal had been given to 
the godly, enlarged on the heinous: nature ‘of fin, and 
concluded with exhorting his mejelty, whenever he was 
difpofed to amufe himfelf, to be more careful; for the 
future, in fhutting the windows. ‘This delicacy, fo un- 
ufual to the place and to the character of the man, was 
remarked by the kings. and-he never forgot the ob- 
ligation. 

Tue king, fhocked with all the indignities, and per- 
haps, ftill more tired with all the formalities, to which 
he was obliged to fubmit, made an attempt to regain his 
liberty. General Middleton, at the head of fome royal- 
ifts, being proferibed by the’ covenanters, kept in the 
mountains, expecting fome opportunity of ferving his 
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CHAP. mafter. The king refolved to join this body. He fes 


Me 


tay cretly made his efcape from Argyle, ‘and fled towards the 


165% 


Highlands. Colonel Montgomery, witha troop of horfe, 
was fent in purfuit of him. ‘He overtook the king, «and 
perfuaded him to return. ‘The royalifts being-too weak 
t6 fupport him, Charles was the» more’ eafily induced to 
comply. ‘This incident procured him afterwards better 
treatment and more authoriy; the covenanters being 
afraid of driving him, by their rigours, to fome defperate 
refolution. Argyle renewed ‘his courtfhip to thé king, 
and the’ king, with equal diffimulation, pretended to 
repofe great confidence in Argyle. He’ even went fo far 
as to drop hints of his intention to marty that nobleman’s 
datighter: But he-had to do’ with a man too wife ‘to be 
feduced by fuch grofs artifices. 
So foon as the feafon would permit, the Scotch’ army 
was aflembled “under Hamilton and Lefley ; and the king 
was allowed to join the‘camp. “The forces of the weftern 
counties, notwithftanding the ‘imminent danger,’ which 
threatened their country, ‘were refolved-not' to unite’ their 
caufe with that of an’ army, which admitted any engagers 
or malignants ‘among them ;) ‘and they kept ina ‘body 
apart under Ker. They called themfelves the Protefters; 
and their frantic clergy declatmed: equally againftthe 
king and Cromwél.” Fhe other party ‘were denontinated 
Refolutioners ; and thefe diftingtions continued long-aftes 
to divide and agitate the kingdom. Tas 
CHARLES encamped at the’ Torwood ;: and his generals. 
refolved to conduét themfelves by the fame cautious max- 
ims, which, fo long as they’weré embraced, had been 
fuccefsful during the former campaign. “The town. of 
Stirling Jay at~his-back, and the»whole north fupplied 
him with provifions, Streng entrénchments defended his 
front; and it was.in vain that Cromwel made every at- 
tempt to bring him. to an engagement, After lofing 
mych 
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much -tirtie, ‘the Englith. general, fent Lambert 
frith into Fife,. with an.intention of cutting off the, (pro 

vilions.of . the.enemy. Lambert, fell upon Holborne and 
Brown, .who.commanded a party..of ithe Scots, and put 
them to rout with great flaughter,, Cromwel alfo pafied 
over.with his whole army; and lying:at the back-of' the 
king, made.it,impoflible for him.to ‘keep; hisr poft any, 
longer, : 


over. the 


CGuaries, reduced to defpair, émbraced a réfolution 
worthy of a:young prince contending for:enypire: Having 
ther way open; he: refolved immediate ly toomarch’ into 
England 5. where he expected, that all his friendsj‘and all 
thofe who were-difcontented with the prefent government 
would fidck to his ftandard.° He ‘perfiiaded the generals 
to' enteiinto'the’ fame views; ‘and with one content the 
army, to the number of ‘14,066° mens role from their 
tanip, and advanced by creat journies towards the'fouth. 

CRromMWEL Was fereKied at this movement of the 
foyal army» Wholly intent on offaiding his eneniy, ‘he 
iad expofed his’ friends’ to inimincnt danger, and Taw 
the king with ‘numerous forces'marching into Enieland ; 
where-his’ ptefence; “from the’ general hatred which “pre 
vailed againit the -parliament,* was capable of produce 
fome great revoliition. Bit if this condué was an'overs 


fight i in-Cromwel> ‘He quickly repaired it by his'vi 


and’ activity, He difp jatched letters “#3 th 
éxhorting them not to be difmayed at the a; 
Scots : He fent orders every where for aff 
to oppofe the king: He ordered Lambert with a bc 
Cavalty to hand upon the rear “of the’ ry 
infeft their march: *And he himfelf, leavin 
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i men to complete the reduction of Scotland, 
e king with all the expedition pofitble, 
aes ARLES found Himfelf difappointed in ‘his 


tions of encréafing’ his-army. 
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profpect of fo hazardous an enterprize, fell off in great 
numbers, ‘The Englifh prefbyterians, having no warn- 
ing given them of the king’s approach, were not prepared 
to join him. To the royalifts, this meafure was equally 
unexpected ; and they were farther deterred from joining 
the Scottifh army by the orders, which the committee of 
minifters had iffued, not to admit any, even in this defpe- 
rate extremity, who would not fubfcribe the covenant. 
The earl of Derby, leaving the ifle of Man, where he 
had hitherto maintained his independance, was employed 
in levying forces in Chefhire and Lancafhire; but was 
foon fupprefled by a party of the parliamentary army. 
And the king, when he arrived at Worcefter; founds 
that his. forces, extremely harrafled by a hafty and. fa- 
tiguing march, were not more numerous, than when he 
rofe from his camp in the Torwood, 

Sucu is the influence of eftablithed goverriment, thag 
the commonwealth, though founded in. ufurpation the 
moft.unjuft and unpopular, had authority fufficient to 
raife every where the militia of the counties; and thefe, 
united with the regular forces, bent all their efforts againft 
the king. With an army of above’30,000 men, Crom-= 
wel.fell upon Worcefter ; and attacking it on all fides, and 
meeting with little refiftance except from duke Hamilton 
and general Middleton, broke in upon the difordered 
royalifts, ‘The ftreets of the city were ftrowed with dead. 
Hamilton, a nobleman of bravery and honour, was mor- 
tally wounded ; Mafley wounded and taken prifoner ; the 
king himfelf, having given many proofs of perfonal valour, 
was obliged to fy... The whole Scottifh army was either 


_ Killed or taken. prifoners. The country people, inflamed 


The king’s 
elerpe, 


with national antipathy, put to death the few that efcaped 

from the field of battle. 
_ Tue king left Worcefter at fix o’clock in the after 
noon, and without halting, travelled about twenty-fix 
6 miles, 
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iniles, in company with fifty or fixty of his friends. To° 4A Pe 


felf from his companions ; and he left them without com- 
municating his intentions toany of them. By the earl of 
Derby’s direGtions, he went to Bofcobel, a lone houfe in 
the borders of Staffordfhire, inhabited by one Penderell, 
afarmer. Tothis man Charles entrufted himfelf.. The 
man had dignity of fentiments much above his condition ; 
and though death was denounced againft all who con- 
cealed the king, and a great reward promifed to any one 
who fhould betray him, he. profefled and maintained un= 
fhaken fidelity. He took the affiftance of his four bro- 
thers, equally honourable with himfelf; and. having 
cloathed the king in a garb like their own, they led him 
into the neigbouring wood, put a bill into his hand, and 
pretended to employ themfelves in cu ting faggots. Some 
nights he lay upon ftraw in the houfe, ‘and fed on fuch 
homely fare as it afforded. For a better concealment, he 
mounted upon an oak, where he fheltered himfelf among 
the leaves and branches for twenty-four hours. He faw 
feveral foldiers pafs by. All of them were intent in fearch 
of the king; and many exprefled in his hearing their ear- 
neft wifhes of feizing him. This tree was afterwards 
denominated the Royal Oak; and for many years was re- 
garded by the neighbourhood with great veneration, 


’ CHARLES was_in the middle of the kingdom, and 
could neither ftay in his retreat, nor ftir a ftep from it, 
without the moft imminent danger. Fears, hopes, and 
arty zeal intere ted multitudes to difcover him ;' and 
even the fmalleft indifcretion of his friends might prove 
fatal. Having joined lord Wilmot, who was fkulking in 


the neighbourhood, they agreed to put themfelves inte 
lous royalift, who lived 


the hands of colonel Lane, a zea 

at Bentley, not many miles diftant. The king’s feet 
were fo hurt by walking about in heavy boots or country- 
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c ie P+ men’s thoes which did not fit him)» that: he was obliged. 
Gaen—y to mount on horfeback 3 and he travelled in. this fituation 
to Bentley, attended by the Penderells, whochad: been {9 
faithfulto him. . Lane formed a fcheme-for his j journey te 


rés%. 


Briftel, where, it was hoped, he would finda fhip, in 
which he might tranfport himfelf. “He had a near*kinf= - 
woman, Mrs, Norton, who lived-within othree) milesiof 
that-city, and was with’ child, very nearthe time of her 
delivery,” He obtained-a-:pafs {for during thofe: times of 
confufion this precaution was requifite): for his filter Jane- 
Lane and a fervant, to travel towards Briftol, under pres 
tence of vifiting and attending ‘her relation’ The king 
rode before the lady and pérfonated the fervant, 

WHEN they arrivéd'at Norton’s, Mts. Eane pretended, 
that fhe had brought along as her fervant;°a poor lad, ‘a 
neighbouring farmer’s fon, who w yas ill of an ague§ an 
the begged a’ privaté room for him, where he might be 
quiet!’ “Though Charles kept himfelf retired ® in? this 
chamber, the butler, one Pope; foon knew him: “The 
king was alarmed,’ but ‘made ‘the ‘butler promife that he 
would keep the f fecret from every mortal, ‘even’ from his 
mafter ; and he was faithful to his é engapement, ; 


No fhip, it was found, would, for a month, fet fail 
from Brifto!, either. for ges or Spain; and the king 
was obliged to go elfewhere for a paflage. He'entrufted 
himfelf to colonel Windham of Dorfetthire, an ‘affec- 
tionate partizan of the royal family. The natural effeet 
of the long ‘civil wars and of the furious rage, ‘to which 

all men were wrought up in their different factions, was, 
that every one’s inclinations and affections were -tho- 
roughly known, and even the courage and fidelity, of molt 
men, by the variety of i incidents, had been “put'to' ‘trial, 
‘The royalifts too had, many of them, been obliged to 
sontiive concealments in their houfes for’ themfelves, 
their friends, or more valuable fees ; and the arts of 
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eluding the encmy had been often practifed. All thefe© HAP, 
circumftances proved favourable to the king in the pre-\ a 3 
fent exigency. . Ashe pafied often through the hands of rs 
catholics, the Prie/f’s hole, as they called it, the place, 
where they were obliged to conceal their perfecuted priefts, 
was.fometimes employed for fheltering their diftrefled 
fovereign. 

Wiunpwam, before he received the king, afked leave 
to entruft the important fecret to his mother, his wife; 
and four fervants, on. whofe. fidelity he could entirely 


rely. Of all, thefe perfons, no one proyed-wanting either, 


in honour or difcretion. . The venerable old matron, on 
the reception of her royal, guett, exprefied the utmoft joy, 
that, having loft, without regret, three fons and one 
grand-child in defence of his father, fhe was now re- 
ferved, in her declining years, to be inftrumental in the 
prefervation. of himéelf... Windham.told. the king, that 
Sir Thomas, his father, in the year 1636, a few days 
before his. death, called to him his five fons. “* My 
<< children,” faid he, ‘* we have hitherto feen ferene and 
<¢ quiet times under our three laft fovereigns: But I mut 
“§ now warn you to prepare for clouds and ftorms. _Fac- 
¢¢ tions arife.on every fide and threaten the tranquillity 
<* of your native country. But whatever happen, do 
«¢ you faithfully honour and obey your prince, and ad- 
<¢ here to the crown.. L.charge you_never to forfake the 
“© crown, though it fhould hang upon a Bbufh.”  Thefe 


é Jaft words,” added Windham, .* made fuch impref- 


wit 


at the many afflictions af 


« fons on all our breafts, ti 
« thefe fad times could never efface their indelible cha- 
& racers.” From innumerable inflances it appears how 


sinds of the Englifh gentry of that 
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e was the principle o their fovereign ; that 
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noble and generous princi r only in excellence 
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c ee -P. wards a legal conftitution, But during thofe times of 
G—-sy military ufurpation, thefe paffions were the fame, 


Tue king continued feveral days in W. indham’s houfe; 
and all his friends in Britain and in every part of Europe, 
remained in the moft anxious fufpence with regard to his 
fortune: No one could conjecture whether he was dead or 
alive; and the report of his death, being generally be- 
lieved, happily relaxed the vigilant fearch of his enemies, 
Trials were made to procure a veflel for his efcape; but 
he ftill met with difappointments. Having left Winds 
ham’s houfe, he was obliged again to return to it. He 
pafied through many other adventures ; aflumed different 
difguifes; in every ftep was expofed to imminent perils 5 
and. received daily proofs of uncorrupted fidelity and at 
tachment. ‘The fagacity of a fraith, who remarked, 
that his horfe’s fhoes had been made in the north, not in 
the weft, as he pretended, once detected him 3 and he 
narrowly efcaped. At Shoreham in Suflex.a veflel was 
at laft found, in which he embarked. He had been | 
known to fo many, that if he had not fet fail in that — 
critical moment, it had been impoffible for him to efcape. — 
After one and forty days concealment, he arrived fafel 
at Fefcamp in Normandy. No lefs.than forty men and 
women had at different times been privy to his conceal< 
ment and efcape », 


Tue battle of Worcefter afforded Cromwel what he 
called his crowning mercy*. So elated was he, that he 
intended to have knighted in the field two of his generals, 
Lambert and Fleetwood 3; but was diflwaded by hisfriends ~ 
from exerting this a& of regal authority. His power and 
ambition were too great to brook fubmiffion to the empty 
name of a republic, which ftood chiefly by his influence, 
and was fupported by his victorics. How early he enter 


> Heathe’s Chronicle, p, 5038 


© Parl, Hitt, vol, xx, p. 47. 
tained 
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tained thoughts of taking into his hand the reins of © n. Py 
government is uncertain. Weare only affured, that he Wy 
now difcovered ‘to -his intimate friends thefe afpiring *65' 
views; and even exprefled a defire of afluming the rank 

of king, which he had contributed, with fuch feeming 

geal, to abolifh %. 

Tue little popularity and credit, acquired by the repub- The coms 
licans, farther ftimulated the ambition of this enterprizing ere 
politician, Thefe men had not that large thought, nor 
thofe comprehenfive views, which might qualify them for 
acting the part of legiflators: Selfifh aims and bigotry 
chiefly engroffed their attention. ‘They carried their rigid 
aufterity fo far as to enact laws, declaring fornication, 
after the firft aét, to be felony, without benefit of clergy*. , 
‘They made fmall progrefs in that important work, which 
they profeffed to have fo much at heart, the fettling of a 
new model of reprefentation, and fixing a plan of govern- 
ment. The nation began to apprehend, ‘that they in+ 
tended to eftablifh themfelves as a perpetual legiflature, 
and to confine the whole power to 60 or 70 perfons, who 
called themfelves the parliament of the commonwealth of 
England. And while they pretended to beftow new 
liberties upon the nation, they found themfelves obliged 
to infringe even the moft valuable of thofe, which, 
through time immemorial, had been tranfmitted from 
their anceftors. Not daring to entruft the trials of treafon 
to juries, who, being chofen indifferently from among 
the- people, would have been little favourable to the 
commonwealth, and would have formed their verdict 
upon the ancient laws, they eluded that noble inftitution, 
by which the government of this ifland has ever been fo 
much diftinguithed. They had feen evidently in the trial 


@ Whitlocke, p. 523. e Scobel, p. 121. A bill was introduced 
Into the houfe againft painting, patches, and other immodeft drefs of women 5 
but it did not pafs, Parl, Hift, vol, xix, p. 263« 
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© He of Lilburn: what’ they could expect from juries. ;This 
mere man, the mo turbulent, but the moft upright and.cou- 
355%" ageous of human. kind,»was tried fora tran{greffion of 
the new ftatute of ‘treafons :, But though he was plainly 
guilty, he was acquitted,’ to the great joy of the people. 
Weftminfter-hall, nay the whole city, .rang with fhouts 
and acclamations. . Neyer did any eftablithed powersre- 
ceive fo ftrong a declaration of its ufurpation and ins 
validity ; and. from no inftitution, befides the admirable 
one..of juries, could be. expected this. magnanimous ef- 

fort. 

TuHar they might jnot for the future se expofed. ‘a 
affronts,.. which fo.:much. : leflened.their. authority, the 
parliament erected:a high. court: of juftice; which was to 
receive indi€tments from the council of flate. ‘TV his, court 
was compofed entirely of men, devoted, to the ruling _ . 
party, without name or charaCter, determined to facri 
every thing to their own fafety or ambition: Colonel 
Eufebius Andrews,-and colonel Walter Slingfby. were 
tried by this coust,for,.con{piracies, and condemned, to 
death. ‘They-were:royalifis, and refufed.to plead before 
fo illegal.a jurifdiction.. . Love; Gibbons, and. other 
prefbyterians, having entered into.a plot againt the ces 
pablic, were’alfo tried, condemned, and execuse The 
earl of Derby, Sir;TVimothy Fetherftone, Bemboe, being 
taken prifoners after the battle of Worcefter, were put to 
death by fentence of a-court martial: A method of pros 
ceeding declared illegal, by that very petition of right, “for 

which. a. former radia ment had fo firenuoutly’ conehded, 


and which, after, great efforts, they had extorted from 
Bi 4 


the king... a 
Excep Tine their principles of toleration, the maxims, 
by which the republicans regulated ecclefiaftical affairs, 
no more progndfticated any durable fettlement, than thofe 
by which they conducted ‘their. civil concerns ~ Phe 
: ~~ pretby+ 
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prefbyterian model of congregations, claffes, and aflem-C 


2043 
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blies’ was not allowed to‘ be-finifhed: It feemed even the ay 


intention of many leaders in the parliament to admit of 
no’ eftablithed ‘church, and to leave every one; without 
any guidance of the magiftrate, to'embrace whatever.fe&, 
and to fupport whatever clergy, were moft agreeable.to 
him, 

THE parliament went fo far as to make fomeap= 
proaches, in one province, to their independent model: 
Almoft all the clergy ‘of Wales being ejected as malig= 
nants, itinerant preachers with fmall-falaries were fettled; 
not above four or five in each county ; and ‘thefe;* being 
furnifhed with horfes at the public expence, hurried from 
place:to place, and-carried, as they exprefled themfelves, 
the glad tidings of the gofpel‘.. They were all of them 
men’ of the loweft -birth:and education, who had deferted 
mechanical trades; in order to follow this new. profefionz 
And in this particular, as well as in their wandering life, 
they pretended to be more truly apoftolical, 

THE republicans, both by the turn of their difpofition, 
and by the nature of the inftruments, which they em- 
ployed, were better qualified for acts of force and: vigour 
than for the flow and deliberate. work of legiflation. 
Notwithftanding the late wars: and: bleodfhed, and the 
prefent factions, the.power of England. had ‘never, in 
any period, appeared fo, formidable to the. neighbouring 
kingdoms as at’ this time, in the hands of the common- 
wealth... A numerous army ferved equally to retain every 
one in implicit fubjeCtion to eftablifhed authority, and to 
firike a terror into foreign nations. ‘The power of peace 
and war was lodged in the fame hands with that of im- 
pofing taxes; and no difference of . views, among the 
feveral members of the-legiflature,, could any longer -be 
apprehended. ‘The prefent impofitions, though much 

£ Dr, John Walker's attempt, pe 1475 &feq. 
fuperior 


T6525 


264 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. | 


CHA P. fuperior to what had ever formerly been experienced, were 
IX. . ‘i A 

4+ in reality moderate, and what a nation, foopulent, could 

| (Rbg te eafily bear. The military genius of the people had, by 
the civil contefts, been rouzed from its former lethargy ; 
and excellent officers were formed in every branch of fer- 
vice. The confufion, into which all things had been 
thrown, had given opportunity to men of low ftations to 
break through their obfcurity, and to raife themfelves by 
their courage to‘commands, which they were well quali- — 
fied to exercife, but to which their birth could never have 
entitled them, And while fo great a power was lodged in 
fuch active hands, no wonder the republic was fuccefsful 
jn all its enterprizes. 


BLAKE, aman of great:courage and a generous dif- 
pofition, the fame perfon who had defended Lyme and 
‘Taunton with fuch unfhaken obftinacy againft the king, 
‘was made an admiral; and though he had hitherto been | 
accuftomed only to Jand fervice, into which too he had 
not entered till paft fifty years of age, he foon raifed ‘the 
naval glory of the nation toa greater height than it had 
ever attained in any former period. A fleet was put under 
his command, and he received orders to purfue prince 
Rupert, to whom the king had entrufted that fquadron, 
which had deferted to him. Rupert took fhelter in/Kin- 
fale ; and efcaping thence, fled towards the coaft of Por- 
tugal. Blake purfued, and chafed him into the Tagus, 
where he intended to make an attack upon him, But the 
king of Portugal, moved by the favour, which, through- 
‘out all Europe, attended the royal caufe, refufed Blake 
admittance, and aided prince Rupert in making his efcape, 
To be revenged of this partiality, the Englifh admiral 
made prize of twenty Portuguefe fhips richly laden; and 
he threatened ftill farther’ vengeance. ‘The king of Por- 
‘tugal, dreading fo dangerous a foe to his newly acquired 


dominion, and fenfible of the unequal conteft, in which 
[— he 
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he was engaged, made all poffible fubmiffions to the C H A Ps 
haughty republic, and was at laft admitted to negotiate Ban 
the renewal of his alliance with England. Prince Rupert, 165% 
having loft a great part of his {quadron on the coaft of 

Spain, made fail towards the Weft-Indies. His brother, 

prince Maurice, was there fhip-wrecked in a hurricane. 

Every where, this fquadron fubfifted by privateering, 
fometimes on Englifh, fometimes. on Spanifh veffels. 

And Rupert at laft returned to France, where he dife 

pofed of the remnants of his fleet, together with his 

‘prizes. 


Aut the fettlements in America, except New Eng ’ 

land, which had been planted entirely by the puritans, 
adhered to the royal party, even after the fettlement of 
the republic; and Sir George Ayfcue was fent with a 
fquadron to reduce them to obedience. Bermudas, An- 
tigua, Virginia were foon fubdued. Barbadoes, com- 
manded by lord Willoughby of Parham, made fome re- 
fiftance ; but was at laft obliged to fubmit. 


WitH equal eafe were Jerfey, Guernfey, Scilly, and 
the ifle of Man brought under fubjeCtion to the repub- 
lic ; and the fea, which had been much infefted by pri- 
vateers from thefe iflands, was. rendered fafe to the Englifh 
commerce, The countefs of Derby defended the ifle of 
Man; and with great reluctance yielded to the neceflity 
of furrendering to the enemy. ‘This lady, a daughter of 
the illuftrious houfe of Trimoille in France, had, during 
the civil wars, difplayed a manly courage by her obfti- 
nate defence of Latham-Houfe againft the parliamentary 
forces; and fhe retained the glory of being the laft per- 
fon in the three kingdoms and in all their dependant 
dominions, who fubmitted to the victorious common- 
wealth &, 

& See note [H] at the end of the volume. 
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‘InpLanpeand Scotland were now entitely fubje@ted and 
reduced to tranquillity... Ireton, the new deputy. of Ire< 
land, commariding..a numerous atiny of 30,000-men; 
profecuted the work of fubduing-the revolted Irith 3 and 
he defeated them in many rencounters, which, though in 
themfelves of no. great_ moment, .. proved fatal to. their 
declining -caufe; ;He punifhed without mercy..all. the 
ptifoners who had any hand inthe maffacres.. Sir Phelim 
Oneale, among the reft, was, fome time after, brought 
to the gibbet, and fuffered an ignominious death, which 
he had fo well merited by his inhuman cruelties, . Lime- 
ric; a confiderable town, {till remained in the hands of 
the Irith ; and Treton, after a Vigorous fiege, madé him- 
felf mafter of it. He was here infected with the plague, 
and fhortly after died; “a memorable perfonage, inuch 
éelebrated for his vigilance, induftry, capacity, even for 
the ftrict execution: of juftice in'that unlimited command, 
which ‘he’ poffeffed in Ireland.” He was obferved “to be 
inflexible in all-his purpofes;-and it was believed by 
many, that he was animated with a fincere and pafiionate 
fove for liberty, and never could have been induced: by 
any motive, to fubmit to the fmallett appearance of regal 
government. Cromwel appeared tobe much affe@ed by 
his death; and the republicans, who repofed great con- 
fidence in him, were inconfoleable, To thow their regard 
for his merit and fervices, they beftowed an cftate of two 
thoufand pounds a year on his family, anid honoured him 
with a magnificent funeral at the public charge. Though 
the eftablithed government was but the mere fhadow of a 
commonwealth, yet was it beginning by proper arts to 
encourage that public fpirit, which no other fpecies of 
civil polity is ever able fully to infpire, 


THE command of the-army in Treland devolved oni 
lieutenant-general Ludlow. ‘The civil government of the 
iland was entrufted to commiflionérs, Ludlow continued 

j to 
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to pufh the advantages againft the Irifh, and every wh 
obtained an» eafy victory. «That unhappy people, dif- 

guited with the “king on account’ of: thofe violent decla- 
rations againft them and their: religion, which had been 
extorted: by ‘the Scots, applied to. the king of Spain, to 
the duke of Lorraine ; and found: affiftance. no where. 
Clanricarde, unable to refift the prevailing: power, made 
fubmifions to the* parliament, andvetired into England, 


where he foon*after died. » He was afteady catholic; : but 
aman much refpefted by all parties, 

THe faccefles, which attended: Monk-in‘ Scotland, 
were no lefs decifive,’ That able: general: laid fieger'to 
Stifling caftle ; ‘and though it was: well Sprovided:fordes 
féiice, it was foon futrendered to‘hith.: °He'there became 
inaftér of iall the*fceords of ‘the kingdom; and he fent 
then? to Englands ‘The earl of Leven, ’the’earl of Craw- 
ford, lord Ogilvy; ‘and other néblemery shaving met near 
Perth, im order! té concert meafures? for *raifingra new 
aimy, were fuddenly fet upon “by*olorel Alured, and 
moftof ‘them: taken» ptifoners, Sir? Philip" Mufgrave, 
aped'‘at Dumfries :inza ‘like 
fate; © Duridee was a:town 
vell fortified, fupplied with a good garrifon under Lumif- 


with? fome-Scots, ‘being en 
enterprize, met witha‘ lik 


Jen, and full of all'the rich furniter Sake plate; and money 
dom, “which had been®fent thither as:toca 
place of fafety: “Monk appeared beforeit; and having 
made a breach,’ gave’a ach Beal affault. ~Hle-carried the 
town; and following the example°and inftructions’ of 
Créiiwel, put all the inhabitants tothe fword, in ordes 
ta'fitike a «eneral terror into the kingdom. Warned by 
thisexample,» Aberdeen, St. Andrews, Invernefs, and 
éther ‘towns and forts yielded, of theirowa accord, to 
the enemy. Argyle made his fubmiffions to the Englith 
commonwealth ; and excepting afew royalifts, who re- 
mained fome time in the mountains, under che earl of 

Glencairn, 
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CHAP. Glencairn; lord Balcarras, and general Middleton, that 
a kingdom, which had hitherto, through all ages, by means 


\ 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN; 


of its fituation; poverty, and valour, maintained its ins 
dependance, was reduced to total fubjeétion, 

‘Tue Englith parliament fent Sir Harry Vane, Sts 
John, and other commiffioners to fettle Scotland. Thefe 
men, who pofleffed little of the real fpirit of liberty, 
knew how to maintain the appearances of it; and they 
required the voluntary confent of all the counties and 
towns of this conquered ‘kingdom, before they would. 
unite them into the fame commonwealth with England, 
‘The clergy protefted ; becaufe; they faid, this incorpo - 
rating union would draw along with it a fubordination of 
the church to the ftate in the things of Chrift®. Enga . 
lith judges, joined to fome Scotch, were appointed to 
determine all caufes; juftice was ftritly executed 5 order 
and peace maintained; and the Scots, freed from the 
tyranny of the ecclefiaftics, were not much diflatisfied 
with the prefent government!, The prudent conduct of © 
_ Monk, a man who poflefied a good capacity for the arts 
both of peace and war, ferved much to reconcile. the i" 
minds of men, and to allay their prejudices, 


By the tetal reduction and pacification of the Britith 
dominions, the parliament had leifure to look abroad, 
and. to exert their vigour in foreign enterprizes. The 
Dutch were the firft that felt the weight of their arms. 

Durinc the life of Frederic Heary, prince of Orange; 
the Dutch republic had maintained a neutrality in the civil 
wars of England, and had never interpofed, except by her ‘ 
good offices, between the contending parties. W hen William, 
who had married anEnglith princefs, fucceeded to his father’s 
commands and authority *, the ftates, both before and after. 


b Whitlocke, p. 496. Heathe’s chronicle, p, 307. 
¥ See Note [1] at the end of the volume, k 2647, 
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the execution of the late king, were accufed of taking fteps 
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more favourable to the royal caufe, and of betraying a Cine 


great prejudice againft that of the parliament. It was 
long before the envoy of the Englifh commonwealth 
could obtain an Audience, of the flates general. The 
murderers of Doriflaus were not purfued with fuch vigour 
as the parliament expected. And much regard had been 
payed to the king, and many good offices performed to 
him, both by the public; and by imeh of all ranks, in the 
united provinces. 

AFTER the death of William, prince of Orange’, 
which was attended with the depreffion of his party and 
the triumph of the republicans, the parliament thought, 
that the time was now favourable for cementing a clofer 
confederacy with the ftates. St. John, chief juftice, 
who was fent over to the Hague, had entertained the idea 
of forming a kind of coalition between the two repub- 
lics, which would have rendered their interefts totally 
infeparable ; but fearing that fo extraordinary a project 
would not be relifhed, he contented himfelf with drop- 
ping fome hints of it, and openly went no farther than 
to propofe a ftrict defenfive alliarice between England and 
the united provinces, fuch as ‘has how, for near feventy 
years, taken place between thefe friendly powers". But 
the ftates, who were uiiwilling to form a nearet Confede- 
racy with a government, whofe meafures were fo ob- 
noxious, and whofe fituation feemed, fo precarious, offered 
only to renew the former alliances with Erigland. And 
the haughty St. John, difgufted with this difappointment, 
as well as incenfed at many affronts, which had been 
offered him with impunity, by the retainets of the Pala- 
tine and Orange families, and indeed by the populace in 
general, returned into England, and endeavoured to ex- 
cite a quarrel between the two republics, 


1 In O€tober 17, 1650. m.Thurloe, vol. i, p, 182, 


Vou. Vil. P THE 


1652, 


210 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


c cr i. P. THE movements of great ftates are often directed by! as 
ane flender fprings as thofe of individuals, “Though war with 
1652. {9 confiderable a naval power as the Dutch, who were in 
peace with all their other neighbours, might feem dan- 
gerous to the yet unfettled commonwealth, there were 
feveral motives, which at this time induced the Englif 
parliament to embrace hoftile meafures. Many of the: 
members thought, that a foreign war would ferve as a 
pretence for continuing the fame parliament, and delay- . 

ing the new model of a reprefentative, with which the 

nation had fo long been flattered. Others hoped, that 

the war would furnifh a reafon for maintaining, fome 

time longer, that numerous ftanding army, which was fo 

much complained of ". On the other hand, fome, who 

dreaded the encreafing power of Cromwel, expected, that 
the great expence of naval armaments would prove a © 

motive for diminifhing the military eftablifhment. To 

divert the attention of the public from domeftic quarrels 

towards foreign tranfactions, feemed, in the prefent dif- 


pofition of men’s minds, to be good policy. ‘The fuperior 
power of the Englith commonwealth, together with its 
advantages of fituation, promifed fuccefs; and the par- 

’ liamentary leaders hoped to gain many rich prizes from 
the Dutch, to diftrefs and fink their flourifhing com- 
merce, and by victories to throw a luftre on their own 
eftablifhment, which was fo new and unpopular. All 
thefe views, enforced by the violent fpirit of St. John, 
who had great influence over Cromwel, determined the > 

_ parliament to change the propofed alliance into a furious 
war againft the united provinces. 


To cover thefe hoftile intentions, the parliament, 
under pretence of providing for the interefts of commerce. 
ai 


n We are told in the life of Sir Harry Vane, that that famous republican 
orpofed the Dutch war, and that it was the military gentlemen chiefly who 
fapported that meafure, 
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embraced fuch meafures as, they knew, would give dif- CH A Py 


tuft to the fates, They framed the famous a& of navi- 
gation ; which prohibited all nations from importing into 
England in their bottoms any Commodity, which was 
not the growth and manufaCtute of their own country, 
By this law, though the terms, in which it was con- 
ceived, were general, the Dutch were principally affected s 
becaufe their country produces few commodities, and 
they fubfitt chiefly by being the general carriers and fac- 
tors of the world. Letters of reprizal were granted ta, 
feveral merchants, who complained of injuries, which, 
as they pretended, they had received from the ftates ; and 
above eighty Dutch fhips fell into their hands, and were 
made prizes. The cruelties practifed on the Englith ae 
Amboyna, which were certainly enormous, but whicl 

feemed to be buried in oblivion by a thirty years’ filence, 
were again made the ground of complaint. And the 
allowing of the murderers of Doriflaus to efcape, and the 
conniving at the infults to which St. John had been ex- 
poled, were reprefented as fymptoms of an unfriendly, if 
not a hoftile, difpofition in the ftates, 

THe ftates, alarmed at all thefe fteps, fent orders to 
their ambafladors to endeavour the renewal of the treaty 
of alliance, which had been broken off by the abrupt 
departure of St.John. Not to be unprepared, they 
equipped a fleet of a hundred and fifty fail, and took 
care, by thcir minifters at .ondon, to:ihfoarm the coun» 
cil of ftate of that armament. This intelligence, inflead 
of ftriking terror into the Englifh republic, was. con= 
d farther confirm 
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fidered as a menace ed the parliament 


in their hoftile refolutions. ‘The minds of mea, in both 


ftates, were, every day, more and more irritated againft 
each other; and it wa 
broke forth into a€tion, ’ 
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Tromp, an admiral of great renown, received from 
the ftates the command of a fleet of forty-two fail, in 
order to proteét the Dutch navigation againft the priva- 
teers of the Englifh. He was forced by ftrefs of weather, 
ashe alledged, to take fhelter in the road of Dover, 
Where he met with Blake, who commanded an Englifh 
fleet much inferior in number. Who was the aggreflor 
in the action, which enfued between thefe two admirals, 
both of them men of fuch prompt and fiery difpofitions, 
it is not eafy to determine; fince each of them fent to his 
own ftate a relation totally oppofite in all its circumftances 
to that of the other, and yet fupported by the teftimony 
of every captain in his fleet. Blake pretended, that, — 
having given a fignal to the Dutch admiral to ftrike; 
Tromp, inftead of complying, fired a broad-fide at him. 
‘Tromp afferted, that he was preparing to ftrike, and the ¢ 
Englifh admiral, neverthelefs, began hoftilities. It is 
certain, that the admiralty of Holland, who are diftiné 
from the council of ftate, had given Tromp no orders to 
ftrike, but had left him to his own difcretion, with regard 
to that vain, but much contefted ceremonial. They 
feemed willing to introduce the claim of an equality with 
the new commonwealth, and to interpret the former re- 
fpect, payed the Englith flag, as a deference due only to ° 
the monarchy. This circumftance forms a ftrong pre- 
fumption againft the narrative of the Dutch admiral. 
The whole Orange party, it muft be remarked, to which 
Tromp was fufpeéted to adhere, were defirous of a wat 
with England. ; 
Brake, though his {quadron confifted only of fifteen 
yeflels, ré-inforced, after the battle began, by eight under 


- eaptain Bourne, maintained the fight with bravety for 


five hours, and funk one ‘hip of the enemy, and took, 
another. Night parted the combatants, and the Dutch . 


fleet retired towards the coaft of Holland, The populace. 
of 
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of London were enraged, and would have infulted the C H A Ps 


. 


Dutch ambafladors, who lived at Chelfea, had not the iy 


council of ftate fent guards to protect them. 


Whew the ftates heard of this a€tion, of which the 
confequences were eafily forefeen, they were in the utmoft 
confternation. ‘They immediately difpatched Paw, pen- 
fionary of Holland, as their ambaffador extraordinary to 
London, and ordered him to lay before the parliamerst the 
narrative, which Tromp had fent of the late rencounter. 
They entreated them, by ali the bands of their common 
religion, and common liberties, not to precipitate them~ 
felves into hoftile meafures, but to appoint commiffioners, 
who. fhould: examine every circumftance of the action, 
and clear up the truth, which lay in obfeurity. - And they 
pretended, that they. had given no orders to their admiral 
to offer any violence to the Englifh, but would feverely 
punifh him, if they found upon enquiry, that he had 
been guilty of an ation, which they fo much difapproved, 
The imperious. parliament would hearken to none of 
thefe reafons or remonftrances. Elated by the numerous 
fuccefles, which they had obtained over their domeftic 
enemies, they thought, that every thing muft yield to 
their fortunate arms; and they gladly feized the oppor- 
tunity; which they fought, of making ‘war upon the 
ftates. They demanded, that, without any fatther delay 
or enquiry, reparation fhould be made forall the damages, 
which the Englifh had fuftained. And: when this demand 
was not complied with, they difpatched orders for com- 
mencing war againft the united provinces. 

Bake failed northwards with a numerous fleet, and 
fell upon the herring bufles, “which were efcorted by 
twelve men of war. All thefe he either took or difperfed. 

‘ Tromp followed him with a fleet of above-a hundred fail. 
When thefe two admirals were within fight of each other, 
and: preparing for battle, a furious ftorm attacked them. 

soe Blake 
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CHA P.Blake took fhelter ii the Englifh harbours. The Dutch 
LK. 
wy fleet was difperfed and received great damage, 
tgs. Sm Georce Ayscur, though he commanded only 
x6 Aug, 
~ forty fhips, according to the Englifh accounts, engaged 
near Plymouth the famous de Ruiter, who had under him 
fifty fhips* of war, with thirty merchant-men,. The 
Dutch thips were indeed of inferior force to the Englith. 
De Ruiter, the only admiral in.Europe, who has attained 
a renown equal to that of the greateft general, defended 
himfelf fo well, that Ayfcue gained no advantage over 
chim. “Night pitied them in the pase heat of the 
aGtion: 


NEAR eo coatt.of i, Blake, feconded by Bourne 
and-Pen,' meta Dutch fquadron, nearly equal in num- 
‘bets, comimanded by de Witte and de Ruiter, A battle 
-was. fought ‘much ‘to the difadvantage of the Dutch, 
‘heir rear-admiral ‘was: boarded-and taken. ‘Iwo other 
weflels were funk, andjone blown up. .. The Dutch next 
day,made fail towards Holland. 
‘Taz Englith were not fo fuccefsful.in the Mediter- P 
-vanean. Van,Galen with much fuperior force attacked 
-captain Badily, and defeated. him., He bought, however, 
his victory with the. lofs.of his life, 
goth Now .» Spa-FiGH@s:ate feldom fo decifive as to difable the 
vanquithed from making head-in alittle time againft the 
~victors.' ‘Tromp, feconded by de Ruiter, met near the 
Goodwins, with Blake, whofe fleet was inferior to the 
Dutch, “but who was refolved not to-decline the combat. 
A furious battle commenced, where'the admirals on both 
fides, as well as the inferior officers and feamen, exerted 
great bravery. In this a@tion, the Dutch had the ad- 
_wahtage. Blake “himfelf was wounded. The Garland 
.and Bonaventure were taken, T'wo fhips. were burned, 
and 
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and one funk; and night came opportunely to fave the Cina P. 
EX, 


Englith fleet. After this victory, Tromp in a bravadow way 
xed a broom to his main-maft ; as if he were.refolved to 165% 


{weep the-fea entirely of all Englith veflels. 


GREAT preparations were made in England, in order #653, 
to wipe off this difgrace. A gallant fleet of eighty fail 
was fitted out. Blake commanded, and Dean under 
him, together with Monk, who had been fent for from 
Scotland. ‘When the Englifh lay off Portland, they de- *6t Febs 
{cried near break of day a Dutch fleet of feventy-fix 
vellels, ‘failing up the channel, along with a convoy of 
300 merchant-men, who had received orders to wait at 
the ifle of Rhé, till the fleet fhould arrive to efcorte them. 
Tromp, and, under him, de Ruiter commanded the 
Dutch. This battle was the moft furious that hed yet 
een fought, between thefe warlike and rival nations. 
Three days was the combat continued with the utmoft 
rage-and obftinacy 5 and Blake, who was victor, gained 
not more honour than Tromp, who was vanquifhed. 
The Dutch admiral made a fkilful retreat, and faved all 
the merchant fhips, except thirty. He loft however 
eleven fhips of war, had 2000 men flain, and near 1500 
taken prifoners. "The Englifh, though many of their 
fhips were extremely fhattered, had but one funk. Their 
flain were not much inferior in numbers to thofe of the 
enemy. 

At thefe fuccefles of the Englifh were chiefly owing 
to the fuperior fize of their veffels ; an advantage which 
all the {kill.and brayery of the Dutch admirals could not 
compenfate. By means of fhip-money, an impofition, 
which had been fo much complained of, and in fome 
refpeéts with reafon, the late king had put the navy into 
a fituation, which it had never attained in any former 
reign; and he ventured to build {hips of a fize, which 

P4 was. 
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one P. was then unufual. But the misfortunes, which thé 
t—— Dutch met with in battle, were fmall in comparifon of 


thofe, which their trade fuftained from the Englith, 
Their whole commerce by the channel was cut off: Even 
that to: the Baltic was much infefted by Englifh priva- 
teers, ‘Their fifheries were totally fufpended. A great 
number of their fhips, above 1600, had fallen into the 
hands of the enemy. And all this diftrefs they fuffered, 
not for any national intereft or neceflity; but from vain 
points of honour and perfonal refentments, of which it 
was dificult to give a fatisfactory account to the public. 
They refolyed hastiore to gratify the pride of the parlia- 
ment, and to make fome advances towards a peace. 
Their reception, however, was not favourable; and it 
was not without pleafure, that they Icarned the diffolution 
of that haughty aflembly by the violence of Cromwel ; 
an event from which they expected a more profpetous 
turn to their affairs. 

Tue zealous republicans in the parliament had not 
been the chief or firft promoters of the war ; but when it 
was once entered upon, they endeavoured to draw from 
it every poffible advantage. On all occafions, they fet 
up the fleet in oppofition to the army, and celebrated the 
glory and fucceffes of their naval armaments, ‘They in- 
fifted on the intolerable expence, to which the nation 
was fubjected, and urged the neceffity of diminifhing it 


Diffolution by a reduction of the land forces. They had ordered 


fome regiments to ferve on board the fleet in the quality 
of marines. And Cromwel, by the whole train of their 
proceedings, evidently faw, that they had entertained a 
jealoufy of his power and ambition, and were refolved to 
bring him to a fubordination under their authority. 
Without feruple or delay he refolved to prevent them. . 
On fuch firm foundations was built the credit of this 
extraordinary man, that, though a great mafter of fraud 
and 


any difguife in conducting that bold enterprize. He WAY 


fummoned a general council of officers ; and immediately 
found, that they were difpofed to receive whatever im- 
preffions he was pleafed to give them, Moft of them 
were his creatures, had awed their advancement to his 
favour, and relied entirely upon him for their future pre- 
ferment... The breach being already made between the 
military and civil powers; when, the late king was feized 
at Holdenby ;. the general officers regarded the parlia- 
ment as at once their creature and theinsszival; and 
thought, that they themfelves were entitled to fhare 
among them thofe offices and riches, of which its. mem- 
bers had fo long kept pofleflion. Hiarrifon, Rich, Over- 
ton, and a few others, who retained fome principle, 
were guided by notions fo extravagant, that they were 
eafily deluded into meafures the moft violent and moft 
criminal. ~ And the whole army had: already been guilty 
of fuch illegal and atrocious actions, that they could en- 
tértain no farther {cruple with regard to any enterprize, 
which might ferve their felfith or fanatical purpofes. 

In the council of officers it was prefently voted to 
frame aremonftrance tothe parliament. After complain- 
ing of the arrears, due to the army, they there defired 
the parliament to reflect how many-years they had fat, 
and what profeffions they had formerly thade of their in- 
tentions to new model the reprefentative, and eftablifh 
fucceffive parliaments, who might bear that burthen: of 
national affairs, from which they themfelves would 
gladly, after fo much danger and fatigue, be at laft re- 
lieved. They confeffed, that the parliament had atchieved 
great enterprizes, and had furmounted> mighty difficul- 
ties; yet was it an injury, they faid, to the reft of the 
nation to be excluded from bearing any part in the fervice 
of their country. It was now full time for them to give 
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wy fettling a council, who might execute the laws during 
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woth Apsil. 


the interval, to fummon a new parliament, and eftablith 
that free and equal government, which they had fo long 
promifed to the people. 

Tue parliament took this remonftrance in ill -part, 
and made a fharp reply to the council of officers... The 


officers infifted-on their advice; and by mutual alterca-° |: 


tion and oppofition, the breach became ftilk wider be 
tween the army and the commonwealth. Cromwel, 
findiag matters ripe for his purpofe, ‘called a council of 
officers, in order t6 come to 2 determination with regard 
to the public fettlement. As he had here many friends, 
fo had he alfo fome opponents. Harrifon having aflured 
the council, that the general fought only to pave the way 
‘for the government of Jefus and his faints, major Streater 
brifkly replied, that Jefus ought then to come quickly: 
or if he delayed it till after Chriftmas, he would come 
too late; he would find his place occupied. ‘While the 


officers werein debate, colonel Ingoldfby informed Crom- ; 


wel, that the parliament was fitting, ‘and had come 'to.a 
gefolution not to diflolve themfelves, but to Ail up the 
shoufe by new eleGtions ; and owas. at that very time en- 
gaged in deliberations ‘with regard to this expedient. 
Cromwel in a rage immediately haftened to the houfe, 
and carried a body of 300 foldiers along with him. Some 
of them he placed at the door, fome in the lobby, fome 


von the ftairs. He firft addrefled himfelf to his friend St. 


John, and told him, that he had.come with a purpofe of 
doing what grieved him to the very foul, and what he 
had earneftly with tears befought the Lord not to impofe 
upon him: But there was a neceffity, in order to the 
glory of God and good of the nation. He fat down for 
fome time, and heard the debates. He beckoned Harri- 
fon, and told him, :that he now judged the parliament 
ripe 
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Yipe for a diffolution. ‘* Sir,” faid Harrifon, “ the C H_A P. 
“*- work is very great and dangerous: I defire you feri- — = 


*< oufly to confider, before you engage in it.” “* You 
*© fay well,” replied the general ; and thereupon fat ftill 
avout a quarter of an hour. When the queftion was 
ready to be put, he faid again to Harrifon, ‘* This is the 
*° time: I muft do it.” And fuddenly flarting up, he 
loaded the parliament with the vileft reproaches, for their 
tyranny, ambition, oppreffion, and robbery of the public. 
Then ftamping with his foot, which was a fignal for the 
foldiers to enter, °“* For fhame,” faid he to the parlia- 
ment, *¢ get you gone: Give place to honefter men; to 
*¢ thofe who will more faithfully difcharge their truft. 
«© You are no longer a parliament: I tell you, you are 
*¢ no longer a parliament. ‘The Lord has done with you: 


“6 He has chofen other inftruments for carrying on his 


*¢ work.” Sir Harry Vane exclaiming againft this pro- 
ceeding, he cried with a loud voice, ** O! Sir Harry 
« Vane, Sir Harry Vane! The Lord. deliver me from 
“ Sir Harry Vane!” ‘Taking hold of Martin by the 
cloke, ** ‘Thou arta whore mafter,”’ faid he. To an- 
other, “* Thou-art an adulterer.” >To a third, ** Thou 
<< art a drunkard and a glutton :” *¢ And thou an extor- 
* tioner,” toa fourth. He commanded afoldier to feize 
fhe mace. ‘** What dhallswe do with this bauble ? Here 
“ take it away. It is you,” faid he, addrefling himfelf 
to the houfe, ** that have forced me upon this. «Ihave 
** fought the Lord night and day, that he would rather 
** flay me than put me upon this work.” Having com- 
manded the foldiers to clear the hall, he himfelf went out 
the laft, and ordering the doors to be locked, departed to 
his lodgings in Whitehall. 

In this furious manner; which fo well denotes his ge- 
nuine charaéter, did Cromwel, without the leaft oppofi- 
fion, or even murmur, annihilate that famous aflembly, 

which 
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© B 2 + which had filled all Europe with the renown of its aétiong, 


i and with aftonifhment. at its: crimes, and whofe com- 
1953. 
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mencement was not more ardently defired by the people 
than was its final diflolution, All parties now reaped 
fucceflively the melancholy pleafure of feeing the injuries, 
which they had fuffered, revenged on their enemies ; and 
that too by the fame arts, which had been pradtifed 
-againit them. ‘The king had, in fome inftances, ftretched 
his prerogative beyond. its juft bounds ;,.and aided by the 
church, had well nigh put an end to all the liberties and 
privileges of the nation... ‘The prefbyterians checked the 
progrefs of the court and clergy, and_excited, by cant 
and hypocrify, the populace firft to tumults, then to war, 
againft the king, the peers, and all the royalifts, No 
fooner had they reached the pinnacle of grandeur, than 
the independents, under the appearance of ftill greater 
fanctity, inftigated the army againft. them, and reduced 
them to fubjeGion...The independents, amidft their 
empty dreams of liberty, or rather -of dominion, were 
opprefled by the rebellion of their own fervants, “and 
found themfelves at.once expofed: to the infults of power 
and hatred of the people, By recent, as well as all-an- 
cient example, it was become evident, that illegal vie- 
lence, with whatever-pretences it may be covered, and 
whatever object it’ may. purfue, muft inevitably end at 
laft.in the arbitrary and defpotic government of a fingte 
perfon, “ of 
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Cromwel’s birth and private life Barebone’s par- 
liament—---Cromwel made protettor—--Peace with 
Holland——A new parliament——Infurrettion of 


the royalifis——State of Europe——War wiih 


Spain——Jamaica conquered Succefs and death 
of admiral Blake—-—Domeftic adminiftration of 
Cromwel——-Humble Petition and Advice——- 


Dunkirk taken ——Sickne/s of the protector ——His 


death—— And charaéter. 


LIVER CROMWEL, in whofe hands thec wy a p, 
diffolution of the parliament had left the whole 1%! 
power, civil and military, of three kingdoms, was born 16536 
at Huntingdon, the laft year of the former century, of a Samer 
good family ; though he himfelf, being the fon of a fe- private life, 
cond brother, inherited but a {mall eftate from his father. 
In the courfe of his education he had been fent to the 
univerfity; but his genius was found little fitted for the 
calm and elegant occupations of learning ; and he made 
{mall proficiency in his ftudies, © He even threw himfelf 
into a diflolute and diforderly courfe of life; and he con- 
fumed, in gaming, drinking, debauchery, and country 
riots, the more early years of his youth, and diffipated 
part of his patrimony. All of a fudden, the fpirit of 
reformation feized him ; he married, affected a grave and 
compofed behaviour, entered into all the zeal and rigour 
of the puritanical party, and offered to reftore to every 
one whatever fums he had formerly gained by gaming. 
The 
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The fame vechemence of temper, which had tranfported 


«—,— him into the extremes of pleafure, now diftinguifhed his 


3653. 


religious habits. His houfe was the refort of all the 
zealous clergy of the party; and his hofpitality, as well 
as his liberalitics to the filenced and deprived minifters, 
proved as chargeable as his former debaucheries.. Though 
he had acquired a tolerable fortune by a maternal uncle, 
he found his affairs fo injured by his expences, that he 
was obliged to take a farm at St. Ives, and apply him- 
felf, for fome years, to agriculture as a profeffion. But 
this expedient ferved rather to involve him in farther 
debts and difficulties. The long prayers, which he faid 
to his family in the morning, and again in the afternoon, 
confumed his own time and that of his ploughmen ; and 
he referved no leifure for the care of his temporal affairs. 
His active mind, fuperior to the low occupations, to 
which. he was condemned, preyed upon itfelf; and he 
indulged his imagination in vifions, illuminations, reves 
lations ; the great nourifhment of that hypocondriacal . 
temper, to which he was ever fubjeét. Urged by his 
wants and his devotions, he had made a party with 
Hambden, his near kinfman, who was prefied only. by 
the latter motive, to tranfport himfelf into New England, 
now become the retreat of the more zealous among the 
puritanical party; and it was an order of council, which 
obliged them to difembark and remain in England. The 
earl of Bedford, who poflefled a large eftate in the Fen 
Country, near the ifle of Ely, having undertaken te 
drain thefe morafles, was obliged to apply to the king ; 
and by the powers of the prerogative, he got commif- 
fioners appointed, who conduéted that work, and divided 
the new acquired land among the feveral Proprietors. | 
He met with oppofition from many, among whom Crom- 
wel diftinguifhed himf&lf; and this was the firft public 
opportunity, 
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opportunity, which he had met with, of difcovering the © H_A Ps 
: pew ; LXh 
faGtious zeal and obftinacy of his character. ee 


From accident and intrigue he was chofen by the town 15% 
of Cambridge member of the long parliament. His do- 
ineftic affairs were then in great diforder; and he feemed 
not to poffefs any talents, which could qualify him to 
rife in that public {phere, into which ‘he was now at laft 
entered. His perfon was ungraceful, his drefs flovenly, 
his voice untuneable, his elocution homely, tedious, ob- 
fcure, and embarrafied. The fervor of his fpirit fre- 
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quently prompted him to rife in the houfe; but he was 
not heard with attention: His name, for above ‘two 
years, is not to be found oftener than twice in any com- 
mittee ; and thofe committees, into which he was admit- 
ted, were chofén for affairs, which would more intereft 
the zealots than the men of ‘bufinefs. Tn comparifon of 
the eloquent {peakers and fine gentlemen of the houfe, he 
was entirely overlooked ; and his friend Hambden alone 
was acquainted with the depth of his genius, and foretold, 
that, if a civil war fhouldd@nfue, he'would {oon rife to 
eminence and diftinGion. 


Cromwet himfelf feems to have been con{cious. where 
his ftrength lay; and partly from that ‘motive, ‘partly 
from the uncontrolable fury of his zeal, he-always joined 
that party, which pufhed every thing to extremity againft 
the king. -He'was active in promoting the famous’ re- 
monftrance, ‘which was ‘the fignal for all the enfaing 
commotions ; and when, after a long debate, it-was car- 
ried by a fmall inajority, he told lord Falkland, that, if 
the queftion had been loft, ‘he was refolved* nextday to 
have converted into ready money the remains of his-for-~ 
tune, and itnmediately to have left the kinodom. Nor - 
was this‘refolution, he faid, peculiar to ‘himfelf + Many 
ethers of his party he knew to be equally determined. 


He 
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He was no lefs than forty-three years of age; when hé 


tw firft embraced the military profeffion; and by force of 


1653. 


genius; without any mafter, he foon became an excellent 
officer; though perhaps he never reached the fame of a 
confummate commander. He raifed a troop of horfe; 
fixed his quarters in Cambridge; exerted great feverity 
towards that univerfity, which zealoufly adhered to the 
royal party ; and fhowed himfelf a man who would go all 
lengths in favour of that caufe, which he had efpoufed, 
He would not allow his foldiers to perplex their heads 
with thofe fubtilties, of fighting by the king’s authority 
againit his perfon, and of obeying his majefty’s orders - 
fignified by both houfes of parliament: He plainly told 
them, that, if he met the king in battle, he would fire a 
piftol in his face as readily as againft any other man, 
His troop of horfe he foon augmented to a regiment; 
and he firft inftituted that difcipline and infpired that 
Spirit, which rendered the parliamentary armies in -the 
end victorious. ‘* Your troops,” faid he to Hambden, 
according to his own account’, ** are moft of them old 
© decayed ferving men and tapfters, and fuch kind of 


“© fellows ; the king’s forces are’'compofed of gentlemen’s 


*¢ younger fons and perfons of good quality. And do 
“¢ you think, that the mean fpirits of fuch bafe and low 
“¢ fellows as ours will ever be able to encounter gentle- 
‘¢ men, that have honour and courage and refolution in 
*< them? ‘You muft get men of fpirit; and take it not, 
© ill that I fay, of a fpirit, that is likely to go as far as 
*¢ gentlemen will go, or elfe 1 am fure you will ftill be 
“¢ beaten, as you have hitherto been, in every encoun- 
*¢ ter.” He did as he propofed. He inlifted frecholders’ 
and farmers’ fons. He carefully invited into his regiment 
all the zealous fanatics throughout England. When 


@ Conference held. at Whitehall, 
they 
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they were collected in a body, their enthufiaftic fpirit fill 


rofe.to a higher pitch. Their colonel, from his own 


natural character, as well as from policy, was fufficiently 
inclined to encreafe the flame, He preached, he prayed, 
he fought, he punifhed, he rewarded. The wild enthu- 
fiafm, together with valour and difcipline, ftill propagated 
itfelf; and all men caft their eyes on fo pious and fo fuc~ 
cefsful a leader. From low commands he rofe with great 
rapidity to be really the firft, though in appearance only 
the fecond, in the army. By fraud and violence, he foon 
xendered hirnfelf the firft in the ftate. In proportion to 
the encreafe of his authority, his talents feemed always ta 
expand themfelves ; and he difplayed every day new abi- 
lities, which had lain dormant, till the very emergence, 
by whith they were called forth into action. All Eu- 
rope ftood aftonifhed to fee a nation, fo turbulent and 
unruly, who, for forie doubtful encroachments on their 
privileges, had dethroned and murdered an excellent 
prince, defcended from a long line of monarchs, now at 
laft fubdued and reduced to flavery by one; who, a few 
years before, was no better than a private gentleman, 
whofe name was not known in the nation, and who was 
little regarded even in that low fphere, te which he had 
always been confined, 

Tue indignation, entertained. by the people, againft 
an authority, founded on fuch manifeft ufurpation, was 
not fo violent as might naturally be expected. Congra- 
tulatory addrefles, the firft of the kind, were made to 
Cromwel by the fleet, by the army, even by many of the 
chief corporations and counties of England ; but efpecially 
by the feveral congregations of faints, difperfed through- 
out the kingdom ’. The royalifts, though they could 
not love the man, who had embrued his hands in the 
blood of their fovereign, expected more lenity from him, 


P See Milton’s State Papers, 


¥or. VII, QO. than 
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CHAP. than from the jealous and impérious republicans, who 
dy had hitherto governed. The prefbyterians were pleafed 


1653. 


to fee thofe men, by whom they had been outwitted and’ 
expelled, now in their turn expelled and outwitted by 


‘their own fervant ; and they applauded him, for this laft 


aét of violence upon the parliament. ‘Thefe two parties 
compofed the bulk of the nation, and kept the people in 


fome tolerable temper. All men, likewife, harraffed 


with wars and factions, were glad to fee any profpect of 
juftice and fettlement. And they deemed it lef igno- 
minious to fubmit to a perfon of fuch admirable talents 
and capacity than to a few ignoble enthufiaftic hypocrites, 
who, under the name of a republic, had reduced them to 
a cruel fubjection. 

Tue republicans, being dethroned by Cromwel, were 
the party whofe refentment he had the greateft reafon to 
apprehend. ‘That party, befides the independents, con- 
tained two fets of men, who are* feemingly of the mot 
oppofite principles, but who were then united bya fimi- 
litude of genius and of character. ‘The firft and moft 
numerous were the millenarians, or fifth monarchy men, 


, who infifted, that, dominion being founded in grace, all 


diftinGtion of magiftracy muft be abolifhed, except what 
arofe from piety and holinefs; who expected fuddenly 
the fecond coming of Chrift upon earth ; and who pre- 
tended, that the faints in the mean while, that is, them- 
felves, were alone entitled to govern. ‘The fecond were 
the deifts, who had no other object than political liberty, 
who denied entirely the truth of revelation, and infinu- 
ated, that all the various fe@ts, fo heated againft each 
other, were alike founded in folly and in error, Men of 
fuch daring geniufes were not contented with the efta- 
blifthed forms of civil government; but challenged a de- 
gree of freedom beyond what they expeéted ever to enjoy 


under any monarchy. Martin, Challoner, Harrington, 


6 Sidney, 
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Sidney, Wildman, Nevil, were efteemed the heads of © HAP, 
LXI, 


Neca eed 


this fmall divifion. 

Tue deifts were perfe€tly hated by Cromwel; becaufe 
he had no hold of enthufiafin, by which he could govern 
or over-reach them ; he therefore treated them with great 
rigor and difdain, and ufually denominated ther the hea- 
thens. As the millenarians had a great intereft in the 
army, it was much more important for him to gain their 
confidence ; and their fize of underftanding afforded him 


great facility in deceiving them. Of late years, it had, . 


been fo ufual a topic of converfation to difcourfe of par- 
liaments‘and councils and fenates, and the foldiers them- 
felves had been: fo much accuftomed to enter into that 
fpirit, that} Cromwel thought it requifite to eftablifh 
fomething which might bear the face of a commonwealth, 
He fuppofed, that God, in his providence, had. thrown 
the whole right, as well as power, of government into 
his hands ; and without any more ceremony; by the ad- 
vice of his council of officers, he fent f{ummons to a hun- 


dred and twenty-eight perfons of different towns and - 


counties of England, to five of Scotland, to fix of Ire- 
land.’ He pretended, by his fole aét and deed, to devolve 


upon thefe men the whole authority of the ftate. This Barebone’s 
parliament, 


‘legiflative power they were to exercife during fifteen 
months; and they were afterwards to choofe the fame 
number of perfons, who might fucceed them in that high 
and important office. 

THERE were great numbers at that time, always dif> 
pofed to adhere to arly power, which was uppermoft, and 
to fupport the eftablifhed government. ‘This maxim is 
not peculiar to the people of that age; but what may be 
efteemed peculiar to them, is, that there prevailed a hy- 
pocritical phrafe for exprefling fo prudential a conduct : 
Tt was called a waiting upon providence. When provi- 
dence, therefore, was fo kind as to beftow on thefe men, 
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by A! of P. now aflembled together, the fupreme authority, they muft 


\—.— have been very ungrateful, if, in their turn, they had 


1653. been wanting in complaifance towards her, ‘They im- ° 


4th July, - f 
vis mediately voted themfelves a parliament; and haying 


their own confent, as well as that of Oliver Cromwel, 
for their legiflative authority, they now. proceeded very, 
gravely to the exercife of it. r 
In this notable affembly were fome perfons of the rank 
of gentlemen ; but the far greateft part were low mes 
chanics ; fifth monarchy men, anabaptifts, antinomians, 
independents ; the very dregs of the fanatics. They be= 
gan with feeking God by prayer: This office was pera 
formed by eight or ten gifted men of the aflembly 3 and 


with fo much fuccefs, that, according to the confeffion _ 


of all; they had never before, in any of their devout ex« 
, ercifes, enjoyed fo much of the holy fpirit as was then 
communicated to them 4. Their hearts were, no:doubt, 


dilated when they confidered the high dignity, to which. 


they fuppofed themfelves exalted. They had been told 
“by Cromwel. in his firft difcourfe,. that he never looked 


to fee fuch a day, when Chrift thould be fo owned:, 
: They 

~~ @ Parl, Hitt, vole xx. p. 182. 
* Thefe are his expreflions, ** Indeed, ¥ have but'one word more to fay 
“ to you, though in that perhaps I fhall fhow my. weakne(s: Itis by way 
** of encouragement to you in this work ; give me leave to begin thus: I 
§* confels I never looked to have feen fuch a day as this, it may be nor yor 
‘neither, when Jefus Chrift thould be fo owned as he is at this day and in’ 
‘ «© this work,’ Jefus Ch:ift is owned this day by your call, and you own him: 
* by your willingnefs to appear for him, and you manifeft this (as far ag, 
poor creatures can dv) to be a day of the power of Chrif#. I know you 
Swill remember that {cripture, be makes bis people willing in the day of bis. 
‘€ power, God manifeltsit to be the day of the power of Chrift, having: 
** thro’ fo much blood and fo much tryal as. has been upon this nation, he: 
** males this one of the greateft mercies, next to his awn fon, to have his! 
“ people called to the fupreme authority, God tiath owned his fon, and 
“ hath owned you, and hath madé you'to ewn him. I conféfs, I never’ 
** looked to have teen fuch days I did not,” 4 fuppofe at this-paffage he’ 
22 eried 2 
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‘They thought it, therefore, their duty to proceed to a © eat. 
thorough reformation, and to pave the way for the reign Waynw 
of the Redeemer, and for that great work, which, it was 7653 
expected, the Lord was to bring forth among them, All 
fanatics, being confecrated by their own fond imagina- 
tions, naturally bear an antipathy to the ecclefiaftics, 
who claim a peculiar fanctity, derived merely from their 
office and prieftly charatter. This parliament took- into 
confideration the abolition of the clerical fun&tion, as fa- 
vouring of popery ; and the taking away of tythes, which 
they called a reli@ of Judaifm. Learning alfo and the 
univerfities were deemed heathenifh and unneceflary: 
‘The common law was denominated a badge of the con- 
queft and of Norman flavery; and they threatened the 
lawyers with a tetal abrogation of their profeffion. Some 
fteps were even taken towards an abolition of the chan- 
cery *, the higheft court of judicature in the kingdom; 
and the Mofaical law was intended to be cftablifhed as 
the fole fyftem of Englifh jurifprudence *. 

Or all the extraordinary fchemes, adopted by thefe 
legiflators, they had not leifure to finifh any,.except 
that which eftablifhed the legal folemnization of marriage 
by the civil magiftrate alone, without the interpofition of 
the clergy. They found themfelves expofed to the deri- 
fion of the public. Among the fanatics of the houfe, 
there was an active member, much noted for his long 
prayers, fermons, and harangues. He was a leather- 
feller in London: His name Praife-god Barebone. This 
ridiculous name, which feems to have been chofen by 
fome poet or allegorift to fuit fo ridiculous a perfonage, 
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cried: For he was-very much given to weeping, and could. at-any time fhed 
abundance of tears; The reft of the fpeech may be feen among Milton’s 
State Papers, page 506. ‘It is very curious, and ‘full of the fame obfcurity, 
confufion, embartafiment, and abfurdity, which appear in almoftall Oliver’s 
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productions, 
8 Whitlocke, p. 543, 5480 t Conference held at Whitehall. 
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€ HAP. ftruck the fancy of the people; and they. commonly af- 
we fixed to this allembly the denomination of Barcbone’ 

~~ fixed to this aflembly the denomination of Barcbone’s 
3653 parliament *. 


“Tue Dutch ambafladors endeavoured to enter into ne- 
gotiation with this parliament; but though proteftants 
and even prefbyterians, they met with a bad reception 
from thofe who pretended to a fanctity fo much fuperior. 
The Hollanders were regarded as worldly minded men, 
intent only on commerce and induftry ; whom it)was 
fitting the faints fhould: firft extirpate, ere they under~ 
took that great work, to which they believed themfelves 
deftined by providence, of fubduing Antichrift, the man 
of fin, and extending to » the uttermof bounds of the earth 


% It was ufual. for the pretended faints at that time.to change their names 
from Henry, Edward, Anthony, William, which they regard: ed as heathen- 
ih, into others more fanctified and godly: Even the New Teflament names, 
James, Andrew, John, Reter, were not held in fuch regard as thofe which 
-were borrowed from the Old Teflament, Hezekiah, Habbakuk, Jothua, 
Zerobabel. Sometimes a whole godly fentence was adopted as a name, Here 
are the names of a jury faid to be enclofed 3 in the county of Suftex about that 
time, x 


Accepted, Trevor of Norfham. 
Redeemed, Compton of Battle, Be Faithful, Joiner of Britling, 
Faint not, Hewit of Heathfield, Fly Debate, Roberts of the fame, 
Make Peace, Heaton of Hare. Fight the good Fight of Faith, White 
God Reward, Smart of Fivehurft. of Emer, 

Standfaft on High, Stringer of Crow- | More Fruit, Fowler of Eaft Hadley, 


Return, Spelman of Watling, 


hurft, | Hope for, Bending of the fame, - 
Earth, Adams of Warbletons Graceful, Harding of Lewes. 
~ Called, Lower of the fame. Weep not, Billing of thefame, 
Kill Sin, Pimple of Witham. Meek, Brewer of Okeham. 


See Brome’s Travels into England, p. 279. ** Cromwel,": fays Cleveland, 
© hath beat up his drums clean through the Old Teflament. You may. learn 
* the genealogy of our Saviour by the names of his | regiment. The mofter- 
“« mafter has ‘no’ other lift, than the firft chapter of St. Matthew,” The 
brother of this Praife-god Barebone had for name, If Chriff bad not died for 

\ you, -you had been damned Barebone, But the people, tired of this long name, 
retained only the laft word, and ai him commonly the appellation of 
Darn’ ‘a Bar te, 2, 


Pi 
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the kingdom of the Redeemer *. The ambafladors, © HAP, 
finding themfelves profcribed, ngt as enemies of England, _-~—4 
but of Chrift, remained in aftonifhment, and knew not 653 
which was moft to be admired, the implacable fpirit or 
egregious folly of thefe. pretended faints, 
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CromMweEL began to be afhamed of his legiflature. If 
he ever had any‘other defign in fummoning fo prepofterous 
an aflembly beyond amufing the populace and the army 
he had intended to alarm the clergy and lawyers ; and he 
had fo far fucceeded as to ynake them defire any other 
government, which might fecure their profeffions,. now 
brought in danger by thefe defperate fanatics. Cromwel 
himéelf was diffatishied, that the parliament, though they 
had derived all their authority from him, began to pre- 
tend power from the Lord *, and to infift already on their 
divine commiffion. He had been careful to fummon in 
his writs feveral perfons entirely devoted to him. _ By 
concert, thefe met early ; and it was mentioned by fome 
among them, that. the fitting of this parliament any 
longer would be of no fervice to the nation. ‘They haf- y2th of 
tened, therefore, to Cromwel, along with Roufe, their December. 
fpeaker ; and by a formal deed or aflignment, reftored into 
his hands that fupreme authority, which they had folately 
received from him, General Harrifon and about twenty 
more remained in the houfe; and that they might prevent 
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the reign of the faints from coming ton untimely end, 
they placed one Moyer in the chair, and began to draw 
up protefts, They were foon interrupted by colonel 
White, with a party of foldiers. He afked them what - 
they did there.“ We are feeking the Lord,” faid they. 
<<. Then you may go clfewhere,” replied he:  “ For to 
« my certain knowledge, he has not been here thefe 
6° many years.” 
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. THe military being now, in appe arance, as well as in 


t “, reality, the fole power which prevailed in the nation,” 


Cromwel thought fit to indulge a new fancy : For he 
feems not to have had any deliberate plan in all thefe 
alterations, Lambert, his creature, who, under the 
appearance of obfequioufnefs to: him, indulged an un- 
bounded ambition, propofed in a council of officers to 
adopt anather fcheme of government, and to temper the 
liberty of a commonwealth by the-a authority of .a fingle’ 
perfon, who fhould be. known by the appellation of ‘pro- 
tector. Without delay, he prepared what was called the, 
inftrument of government, containing the plan of this 
new legiflature ; and as it was fuppofed to be agreeable to: 
the general, it was immediately voted by the council of 
officers... Cromwel. was declared Protector; and with 
great folemnity inftalled in that high) office. 


So little were thefe men endowed with the fpirit of | 
legiflation, that they confefled, or rather boafted, that 
they had employed bhiy four dite in drawing this inftru- 
ment, by which the whole government of the three kings 
doms was pretended to be reoulated and adjufted’ to alf 
fucceeding generations. There appears no difficulty in 
believing them; when it is confidered how crude-and 
uvidietied a fyftem of civil polity they endeavoured to 
eftablifh, The chief articles of the inftrument are thefe: 
A council was appointed, which was not to exceed twenty- 
ene, nor be lefs than thirteen perfons. Thefe were ta 
enjoy their office during life or good behaviour; and in 
cafe of a vacancy, the remaining members named three, 
of whom the protector chofe one. ‘The protector was 
appointed fupreme maciftrate of the commonwealth : In 
his ‘name was all juftice to be adminiftered; from him 
were all magiftracy and honours derived; he had the 
power of pardoning all crimes, excepting murder and 
treafon; to him the benefit of alb forfeitures devolved, 
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The right of peace, war, and alliance, refted in hims © 
but in thefe particulars he was to a&t entirely by the advice 
and with the confent of hig council. “The power of the 
fword was vefted in the protector, jointly with the par- 
liament, while it was fitting, or with the council of ftate 
in the intervals. He was obliged to fummon a parliament 
every three'‘years, -and“allow them ‘to fit five months, 
without adjournment, prorogation, or diflolution.> “The 
bills; ‘which: they paffed; were’ to be’ prefented”'to the 
protector for his confent; but if within twenty days it 
was not obtained, they were to become laws by the au- 
thority alone of parliament. A ftanding army for Britain 
and Ireland was eftablifhed,’ of ‘20,000 foot and 10,000 
horfe; and funds were affigned for their fupport, ‘Thefe 
were not to be diminifhed without confent of the pro- 
tector; and in this aéticle alone he affumed a negative. 
During the intervals of parliament, the protector and 
council had the power of enaéting laws, which were to 
be valid till the next meeting of parliament. The chan- 
cellor, treafurer, admiral, chief governors of Ireland and 
Scotland, and the chicf juftices of both the benches muft 
be chofen with the approbation of parliament; ahd in 
the intervals, with the approbation. of the council, ‘to be 
afterwards ratified by parliament. The protector was to 
enjoy his office during life and on his death, the place 
was immediately to be fupplied by the council. This 
was the inftrument of government enacted by the council 
of officers, and folemnly {worn to by Oliver Cromwel. 
‘The council of ftate, named by the inftrument, were 
fifteen; men entirely devoted to the proteftor, and by 
reafon of the oppofition among themfelves in party and 
principles, not likely ever to combine againft him. 


Cromwet faid, that he accepted the dignity of pro- 
teftor, merely that he might exert the duty of a conftable, 
and preferve peace in the nation, Affairs indeed were 
. brought 
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on + ™ brought to that pals, by the furious animofities. of the 
dictions fa€tions, that the extenfive authority and even 
3653+ arbitrary power of {ome firft. magiftrate was become a 


neceflary evil, in order to keep the people from relapfing 
into blood and confufion, The independents were too 
fmall a party ever to eftablifha popular government, or 
entruft the nation, where they-had-fo little intereft, with 
the free choice/of. its reprefentatives... The prefbyterians 
had adopted the violent maximsof perfecution; incom- 
patible at all times with the peace of fociety, much more 
with the wild zeal of thofe. numerous fects, which pre- 
vailed among the people. The royalifts were fo much 
enraged by the injuries, which they had fuffered, that the 
other prevailing parties would never fubmit to them, who, 
they knew, were enabled, merely by the execution of the 
ancient laws, to take fevere vengeance upon them. Had 
Cromwel been guilty of no crime but this temporary 
ufurpation, the plea of neceflity and public good, which 
he alledged, might be allowed, in every view, a reafon> 
able excufe for his conduct, 

Durine the variety of ridiéulous and diftra&ted. fcenes, 
which the civil government prefented in England, ‘the 
military foree-was exerted with vigor, conduét, anduna- 
nimity; and never did the kingdom appear more for- 
midable to all forcign nations, ‘The Englith fleet, con- 
iifting of a hundred fail, and commanded by Monk and 
Dean, and under them by Pen and Laufon, met, near 
the coaft of Flanders, with the Dutch fleet, equally nu- 
merous, and commanded by Tromp. The two republics 
were not inflamed by any national antipathy, and their 
interefts very little interfered: Yet few battles have been 
difputed with more fierce and obftinate courage than were 
thofe many naval combats, which were fought during this 
fhort, but violent war. The defire of remaining fole 
lords of the ocean animated thefe fates to an honourable 
emus 
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emulation againft each other. . After a battle of two © HA Ps 
: ; LX. 

days, in the firft of which Dean was killed, the Dutch, jug 
inferior in the fize of their fhips, were abliged, with +953 
great lofs, to retire into their harbours. Blake, towards 
the end of the fight, joined his countrymen with 18 fail. 
The Englith fleet lay off the coaft of Holland, and totally 
interrupted the commerce of that republic. 

Tue ambafladors, whom the Dutch had fent over to 
England, gave them. hopes of. peace. ».But as they could 
obtain no ceffation of haftilities,, the ftates, unwilling. to 
fuffer any longer the lofs and difhonour of being blockaded 
by their enemy, made the utmoft efforts to recoyer their 
injured honour. . Never on any occafion did the power 
and vigor of that republic appear in a more con{picuous 


SULT 


2S NES 


light. In a few weeks, they had repaired and manned 
their fleet; and they equipped fome fhips of a larger-fize, 
than any which they had, hitherto, fent to fea. Tromp 
ifflued out, determined:again to fight the victors, and to 
die rather than to yield the conteft... He met with the 
enemy, commanded by Monk ; .and both fides immedi- 
ately rufhed into the combat.. Tromp, gallantly. ani~ 2gth July 
mating his men, with his fword drawn, was thot through 
the heart with a. mufquet ball. . This event alone decided 
the battle in favour of the Englifh. .Though near thirty 
fhips of the Dutch were funk and taken, they little re- 
garded this lofs compared with that of their brave ad- 
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mniral. 

MEANWHILE the negotiations of peace were continu- 
ally advancing. The ftates, overwhelmed with the ex- 
pence of the war, terrified by their lofles, and mortified 
by their defeats, were extremely defirous of an accommo- 
dation with an enemy whom they found, by experience, 
too powerful for them. The king having fhown an incli- 
nation to ferve on board their fleet; though they exprefled 
their fenfe of the honour intended them, they declined an 
< offer, 
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€ Oak P. offer, which might inflame the quarrel’ with the Englith 
iJ Commonwealth. The great obftacle to the peace’ was 
365% Pound not tobe any animofity on the part of the Engliths 
but on the contrary a defire too earneft of union and con. 

federacy. Cromwel had: revived’ the chimerical fCheme 

of a coalition with the united provinces ; a total Con- 

junction of government, ‘privileges,“interefts, and Coun= 

ie 4.  Cils. ' This project appeared fo wild to the fates general, 
that they wondered any‘man of fenfe*could ‘ever entertain 

xsth April, it; and they refufed to enter into conferences with regard 
toa propofal, which could ferve only to delay any prac- 

Peace with ti¢able fcheme of accommodation. © The peace was at laft 
meters, figned by Cromwel, now invefted with the dignity of pro- 
tector; and it proves fufficiently, that the war had been 

very impolitic, fince, after the moft fignal viGories, no 

terms more advantageous could be obtained. A defenfive 

league was made between the two republics. They 

agreed, ¢ach of them, to banifh the enemies of the other; 

thofe who had been concerned in the maflacre of Am- 

boyna were to be punifhed, if any femained alive; the 

honour of the flag was yielded to the Englih ; eighty - 

five thoufand: pounds were ftipulated to be paid by the 

Dutch Eaft India company for lofles, which the Englith 
company had fuftained;- and the ifland of Polerone in the | 

Eaft Indies was’ promifed to be ceded‘to'the latter: 


Cromwex, jéalots’ of ‘the cotihexions between’ the 
royal family and that of Orange, infifted on a feparate 
‘article; that neither’ the young prince nor any of his 
‘family fhould ever be invefted with the dignity of ftad- 
holder. The province ‘of Holland, ftrongly prejudiced 
againft that office, which they efteemed dangerous to 
liberty, fecretly ratified’ this article: The protector, 
knowing that the other provinces would never be induced 
‘to make fuch a conceflion, was fatisfied with this fe- 
curity. ~ 
=e THE 
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Tue Dutch war, -being fuccefsful,and the peace rea- C " AP, 

fonable, brought credit to Cromwel’s adminiftration. An Ree 
act of juftice, which he exercifed at home; gave likewife 165% 
fatisfaction to the, people; though the regularity of it 
may perhaps appear fomewhat doubtful, -Don Pantaleon 
Sa, brother to the Portuguefe ambaflador, and joined with 
him in the fame commiftion ’, fancying himfelf, to be in- 
fulted, came upon the exchange, armed and attended by 
feveral fervants. By miftake, he fell on a gentleman, 
whom he took for the perfon that had given him the 
offence ; and having butchered him with many wounds, 
he and all his attendants took fhelter in the houfe of the 
Portuguefe ambaflador, who had connived at this bafe 
enterprize 7. ‘The populace furrounded the houfe, and 
threatened to fet iton fire. Cromwel fent a guard, who - 
feized all the criminals. ‘They were brought to trial ; 
And notwithftanding the oppofition of the ambaffador, 
who pleaded the privileges of his office, Don Pantaleon 
was executed on ‘T’ower-hill.. The laws of nations were 
here plainly violated: But the crime committed by the 
Portuguefe gentleman was to the laf degree atrocious, 
and the vigorous chaftifement of it, fuiting fo well the 
undaunted character of Cromwel, was univerfally ap- 
proved of at home and admired among foreign: nations, 
‘The fituation of Portugal obliged that court to acquiefce; 
and the ambafladot foon after figned with the protector a 
treaty of peace and alliance, which was very advantage- 
@us to the Englifh commerce. 
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ANOTHER act of feverity, . but neceflary in his fitua 
ation, was, at the very fame time, exercifed by the pro- 
tector, in the capital punifhment of Gerard and Vowel, 
two royalifts, who were accufed of conipiring againgt his 
life. He had erected a high court of juftice for their 
trial; an infringement of the ancient laws, which at this 
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CHA P. tiie was become familiar, but one to which fio cuftom of 
Pe cited precedent could reconcile the nation. Juries were found 
3654. altogether unmanageable. ‘The reftlefs Lilburn, for new 
offences, had been brought to a new trial; and had been 
acquitted with new triumph and exultation. If no othet 
method of conviction had been devifed during this illegal 
and unpopular government, all its enemies were affured 
of entire impunity. 
3d of Sep- "THE protector had occafion to obferve the prejudices 
prin entertained againft his governnient, by the difpofition of 
laments the parliament, which he fummoned on the third of 
September, that day of the year, on which he gained his 
two great victories of Dunbar and Worcefter, and which 
he always regarded as fortunate for him. It mutt be 
confeffed, that, if we are left to gather Cromwel’s inten- 
tions from his inftrument of government, it is fuch a 
motley piece, that we cannot eafily conjeCture, whether 
he ferioufly meant to eftablifh a tyranny or a republic, 
On one hand, a firft magiftrate, in fo extenfive a govern- 
ment, feemed requifite both for the dignity and tranquil- 
lity of the flate; and the authority, which he affumed as 
protector, was, in fome refpeéts, inferior to the preroga- 
tives, which the laws entrufted and ftill entru# to the 
king. On the other hand, the legiflative power, which 
he referved to himfelf and council, together with fo great 
an army, independant of the parliament, were bad prog- 
noftics of his intention to fubmit to a civil and legal con- 
ftitution. But if this was not his intention, the method, 
in which he diftributed and conduéted the elections, being 
fo favourable to liberty, form an inconfiftency which is 
not eafily accounted for. He deprived of their right of 
election all the fmall burroughs, ‘places the moft expofed 
‘to influence and corruption. Of 400 members, which 
reprefented England, ‘270 were chofen by the counties. 
The reft were elected by London, and the more confider- 
able 
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able corporations. The lower populace too, fo eafily C HA Ps 


guided or deceived, were excluded from the elections: 
An eftate of 200 pounds value was requifite to entitle any 
one to a vote. ‘The elections of this parliament were 
conducted with perfect freedom; and, excepting that 
fuch of the royalifts as had borne arms againft the parlia- 
ment and all their fons were excluded, a more fair repre- 
fentation of the people could not be defired nor expected, 
‘Thirty members were returned from Scotland; as many 
from Ireland, 


THE protector feems to have been difappointed, when 
he found, that all thefe precautions, which were pro- 
bably nothing but covers to his ambition, had not. pro- 
cured him the confidence of the public. Though Crom= 
wel’s adminiftration was lefs odious to every party than 
that of any other party, yet was it entirely acceptable to 
none. The royalifts had been inftructed by the king to 
remain quiet, and to cover themfelves under the appear- 
ance of republicans ; and they found in this latterfa@tion 
fuch inveterate hatred againft the protector, that they 
could not with for more zealous adverfaries to his autho- 
rity. It was maintained by them, that the pretence of 
liberty and popular election was but a new artifice of this 
great deceiver, in order to lay afleep the deluded nation; 
and give himfelf leifure to rivet their chains more fecurely 
upon them: That in the inftrument of government he 
openly declared his intention of ftill retaining, the fame 
mercenary army, by whofe affiftance he had fubdued the 
ancient, eftablifhed government, and who would with 
lefs feruple obey him, in overturning, whenever he fhould 
pleafe to order them, that new fyftem, which he himfelf 
had’ been pleafed to model: That being fenfible of the 
danger and uncertainty of all military government, he 
€ndeavoured to intermix fome appearance, and but an 
appearance, of civil adminiftration, and to balance the 
army 
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CH AP. army by a feeming confent of the people: That thé 
LX. : : . 
hewn eng @bfurd trial, which he had made, of a parliament, ele&- 


1654, 


ed by himfelf, appointed perpetually to elect their fuccef- 
fors, plainly proved, that he aimed at nothing but tem- 
porary expedients, was totally averfe to a free republican 
government, and poflefled not that mature and deliberate 
refletion, which could qualify him to act the part of a 
legiflator : ‘That his imperious character, which had be 
trayed itfelf in fo. many incidents, could never ferioufly 
fubmit to legal limitations ; nor would the very image of 
popular government be longer upheld than’ while con- 
formable to his arbitrary will and pleafure: And that the 
beft policy was to oblige him to take off the mafk at 
once; and either fubmit entirely to that parliament which 
he had fummoned, or by totally rejecting its authority, 
leave himfelf no refource but his feditious and enthufiaftic 
army. 

In profecution of thefe views, the parliament, having 
heard the protector’s fpeech, three hours long *, and 
having chofen Lenthal for their {peaker, immediately en- 
tered into a difcuffion of the pretended inftrument of 
government, and of that authority, which Cromwel, 
under the title of protector, had aflumed over the nation: 
The greateft liberty was ufed in atraigning this new dig- 
nity; and even the perfonal character and conduc of 
Cromwel efcaped not without cenfure. The utmoft, 
which could be obtained by the officers and by the court 


party, for fo they were called, was to protraét the de- 


bate by arguments and long fpeeches, and prevent the 

decifion of a queftion, which, they were fenfible, would 

be carried againft them by a great majority. The pro- 

teStor, furprifed and enraged at this refractory fpirit in 

the parliament, ‘which however he had fo much reafon to 

expect, fent for them to the painted chamber, and with 
@ Thurloe, vol. ii, p» 588, 
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an air of great authority inveighed again{ft their conduct. 

He told eae that nothing could be more abfurd than 
for them to difpute his title ; fince the fame inftrument of 
government, which made them a parliament, had in- 
vefted him with the protectorfhip; that fome points in 
the new conftitution were fuppofed to be fundamentals, 
and were not, on any pretence, to be altered or difputed ; 

that among thefe were the government of the nation by 
a fingle perfon and a parliament, their joint authority 
over the army and militia, the fucceflion of new parlia- 
ments, and liberty of confcience; and that, with regard 
to thefe particulars, there was referved to him a negative 
voice, to which, in the other circumftances of govern- 
ment, he confefled himfelf no wife intitled. 

THE protector now fourid the neceflity of exacting a 
fecurity, which, had he forefeen the {pirit of the owt: 
he would with better grace have required at their firft 
meeting”. He obliged the members to fign a recognition 
of his authority, and an engagement not to propofe or 
confent to any alteration in the goverment, a8 it was 
fettled in a fingle perfon and a parliament; and ke placed 
guards at the door of the houfe, who allowed hone but 
fubfcribers to enter. Moft of the members, after fome 
hefitation, fubmittéd to this condition; but retained thé 
fame refractory {pirit, which they had difcovered in their 
firft debates. The inftrument of government was taken 
in piecés, and examined, article by article; with the 
moft fcrupulous accuracy : Very free topics were ad- 
vanced with the general approbation of the houfe: And 
during the whole courfe of their proceedings, they neither 
fent up one bill to the prote&tor, nor took any notice of 
him. Being informed, that confpiracties were entered 
into vein the members and fome ieee itent officers; 
he haftened to a diffolution of fo dai 
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By ‘the inftrument of government, to which he had 


ne a fworn, no patliament could be diffolved, till it had fate 


five months; but C-omwel pretended, that a month con- 
tained only ORS te days, aceording to the method 
of computation practifed in paying the fleet and army, 
The full time, therefore, according to this reckoning, 
being elapfed ; the parliament was ordered to attend the 
pretector, who made them a tedious, confufed, angry 
harangue, and difmifled them. _Were we to judge of 
Cromwel’s capacity by this, and indeed by all his other 
compofitions, we fhould be apt to entertain mo very fa- 
vourable idea of it. But in the great variety of human 
geniufes, there are fome, which, though they fee their. 
object clearly and diftin@ly in general; yet, when they 
come to unfold its parts by difcourfe or writing, lofe that 


. Juminous conception, v which they had before attained. 


All accounts agree in afcribing to Cromwel a tirefome,, 
da ie unintel lligible elocution, even when he had no in-, 
tention to difguife his meaning: Yet no man’s actions 
were ever, in fuch a variety of difficult incidents, more 
decifive and judicious, 

Tue electing of a difcontented: parliament is a proof 
of a difcontented nation: ‘The angry and abrupt diflo- 
lution of that parliament is fure always to encreafe the 
general difcontent. The members of this affembly, re= 
turning to their counties, propagated that {pirit of mutiny, 
which they had exerted in the houfe. Sir Harry Vane 
and the eld republicans, who maintained the indiffoluble 
authority of the long parliament, encouraged the mur 
murs again{t the prefent ufurpation; though they. aéted fo 
cautioufly as to give the protector no handle againft them. 
Wildman and fome others of that party carried ftill farther 
their confpiracies againft the prote€tor’s authority: The 
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royalifts, obferving this general ill will towards the efta- 


blifhment, could no longer be retained in fubjection ; 
wt 
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but fancied, that every one, who was difflatisfied like 
,them, had alfo embraced the fame views and inclinations, 
They did not confider, that the old parliamentary party, 
though many of them were difpleafed with Cromwel, 
who had difpoffefled them of their power, were ftill more 
apprehenfive of any fuccefs to the royal caufe; whence, 
befides a certain profpeét of the fame inconvenience, they 
had fo much reafon to dread the feveteft vengeance for 
their paft tranfgreffions. 


In- concert with the king a confpiracy was entered 
into by the royalifts throughout England, and a day 0 
general rifing appointed. Information of this deficn was 
conveyed to Cromwel. ‘The prote¢tor’s- adminiftration 
was extremely vigilant. ‘Thurloe, his fecretary, had 
{pies every where. Manning, who had accefs to the 
king’s family, kept a regular correfpondence with him. 
And it was not difficult to obtain intelligence of a con- 
federacy, fo generally diffufed among a party, who valued 
themfelves more on zeal and courage, than on fecrecy and 
fobriety. Many of the royalifts were thrown into prifon. 
Others, on the ‘approach of the day, were terrified with 
the danger of the undertaking, and remained at home. 
In one place alone the confpiracy broke into aétion. 
Penruddoc, Groves, Jones, and other gentlemen of the 
weft, entered Salifbury with about 200 horfe; at the 
very time when the fheriff and judges were holding the 
aflizes. Thefe they made prifoners; and they proclaimed 
the king. Contrary to their expeCtations, they received 
no acceffion of ferce; fo prevalent was the terror of the 


eftablifhed government. Having in vain wandered about 
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for foie time, they were totally ee and one 
troop of horfe was able at laft to fupprefs them. The 
leaders of the confpiracy, being ‘taken prifoners, were 

capitally punified. ‘The reft were fold for flaves, and 
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Tue eafy fubduing of this infurrection, which, by 


' , the boldnefs of the undertaking, ftruck at firft. a great 


terror into the nation, wasa Eneales felicity to the pro- 
tector, who could not, without danger, have brought 
together any confiderable body of his mutinous army, in. 
order to fupprefs it. ‘The very infurrection itfelf he re- 
garded asa fortunate event; fince it proved the reality of 
thofe confpiracies, whick his enemies, on every occafion, 
reprefented as mere fiCtions, invented a colour his tyran- 
nical feverities. He refolyed to keep no longer any terms 
with the royalifts, who, though they were not perhaps 
the moft implacable of his enemies, were thofe whom he 
could opprefs under the moft plaufible pretences, and 
who met with leaft countenance and protection from his 
adherents. He iflued an edict with the confent of his 
council, for exacting the tenth penny from that whole 
party ; in order, as he pretended, to make them pay the 
expences, to which their mutinous difpofition continually 
expofed the public. Without regard to compofitions, 
articles of capitulation, or adts of indemnity, all the 
royalifts, however harraffed with former oppreffions, were 
obliged anew to redeem themfelves by great fums of 
money ; and many of them were reduced by thefe multi- 
plied difafters to extreme poverty. . Whoever was known 
to be difaffected, or even lay under any fufpicion, though 
no guilt could be proved againft him, was expofed to 
this new. exaction. 

In order to raife that impofition, which commonly 
pailed by the name of decimation, the protector in- 
ilituted twelve major-generals; and divided the whole 
kingdom of England into fo many military jurifdiétions ©, 

Thefe men, aflifted by commifioners, had power to fub- 


je whom they pleafed to decimation, to levy all the 


taxes impofed by the protector and his council, and to 


© Parl, Hifty vol. xx» pe 4330 
imprifon 
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imprifon any perfon who fhould be expofed to their Jea- 
loufy or fufpicion; nor was there any appeal from them 
but to the ‘prote&or himfelf and his council. Under 
colour of thefe powers, which were fufficiently exor- 
bitant, the majer-generals’ exercifed an authority ftill 
more arbitrary, and acted as if-abfolute mafters of the 
property and perfon of every fubjeé&. All reafonable 
men now concluded, that the very mafque of liberty was 
thrown afide, and that the nation was for ever fubjected 
to military and defpotie government, exercifed not in the 
legal manner of European nations, but according to the 
maxims of eaftern tyranny. ' Not only the fupreme magif- 
trate owed his authority to illegal force and ufurpation : 
He had parcelled out the people into fo many fubdivifions 
of flavery, and had delegated to his inferior minifters the 
fame unlimited authority, which he himfelf had fo vie- 
lently aflumed. 

A GOVERNMENT, totally military and defpotic) is 
almoft fure, after fome time, to fall into impotence and 
languor: But when it immediately fucceeds a legal con- 
ftitution, it may, at firft, to foreign nations appear very 
vigorous and active, and may exert with more unanimity 
that power, fpirit, and riches, which had been acquired” 
under a better form. - It feems now proper, after fo long 
an interval, to look abroad to the general ftate of Europe, 
and to confider the meafures, which England, at this 
time, embraced in its negotiations with the neighbour-" 
ing princes. Ihe moderate temper and unwarlike genius 
of the two laft princes, the extreme difficulties’ under 
which they laboured at home, and the great fecurity 
which they enjoyed from foreign’ enemies, had rendered 
them negligent of the rantaliogs on the continent ; and 
England, during their reigns, had. been, in a manner, 
overlooked in the general fyftem of Europe. The bold 
and reftlefs cenius of the proteétor led him to: extend his 
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c esi P- alliances and enterprizes to every corner of Chriftendom ; | 


\———— and partly from the afcendant of his magnanimous fpirit, 
155 partly from the fituation of foreign kingdoms, the weight : 
of England, even under its moft legal and braveft princes, \ 
was never more fenfibly felt than during this unjuft and 

violent ufurpation. 


ee 8 


A war of thirty years, the moft fignal and moft de- 
ftructive that had appeared.in modern annals, was at laf 
finifhed in Germany‘; and by the treaty of Weftphalia, 
were compofed thofe fatal quarrels, which had been ex-- 
cited by the palatine’s precipitate acceptance of the crown 
of Bohemia, The young palatine was reftored to part 
of his dignities and of his dominions *, The rights, pri- 
vileges, and authority of the feveral members of the Ger=" 
manic body were fixed and afcertained: Sovereign princes 


and free ftates were in fome degree reduced to obedience 
under laws: And by the valour of the heroic Guftavus, 


the enterprizes of the active Richelieu, the intrigues of 
the artful Mazarine, was in part effected, after an infinite 
expence of blood and treafure, what had been fondly ex- 
pected and loudly demanded from the feeble efforts of the 
pacific James, feconded by the fcanty fupplics of his jea- 
lous. parliaments. : 


SwEDEN, which had acquired by conqueft large do- 
minions in the north of Germany, was engaged in enter=. 
prizes, which promifed her, from her fuccefs and valour, 
{till more extenfive acquifitions on the fide both of Po- 
land and of Denmark. . Charles X. who had mounted the 
throne of that kingdom after the voluntary refignation of 
Chriftina, being ftimulated by the fame of Guftavus as 
well as by his own martial difpofition, carried his con- 


@ In 1648. 
€ This prince, during the civil wars, had much negleéted his uncle and 

payed court to the parliament : “He accepted of a penfion of Socol.a yeay y 
from them, and took a place/in their afiembly of diyines, 
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quering arms to the fouth of the Baltic, and gained the C HA Ps 


LXi, 


celebrated vitory of Warfaw, which had been obftinately —-~-—» 


rotector, 


ey 


difputed during the fpace of three days. The 
at the time his alliance was courted by every power in 
Europe, anxioufly courted the alliance oy Sweden ; and 
he was fond of forming a confederacy with a proteftant 
power of fuch renown, even though it threatened the 
whole north with conqueft and fubjection. 

Tue tranfaCtions of the parliament and protector with 
France had been various and complicated. The emiffa- 
ries of Richelieu had furnifhed fuel to the flame of rebel- 
lion, when it firft broke out in Scotland; but after the 
conflagration had diffufed itfelf, the French court, obferv- 
ing the materials to be of themfelves fufficiently com- 
buttible, found it unneceflary any longer to animate the 
Britifh malcontents. to an oppofition of their fovereign, 
On the contrary, they offered their mediation for com 
poling thefe inteftine diforders ; and their ambaffadors, 
from;decency, pretended to aét in concert with the court 
of England, and to receive directions from a prince, with 
whom their mafter was connected by fo near an < affinity. 
Meanwhile, .Richelicu died, and foon after him, the 
French king, Louis XIII. leaving his fon an infant four 
years, old, and his widow, Anne of Auftria, regent of the 
kingdom. , Cardinal Mazarine fucceeded Bichebed | in the 
miniftry.; and the fame general plan of policy, though 
by men. of fuch oppofite characters, was ftill continued 
in the French counfels.. The eftablifhment of royal au- 
thority, the reduction of the Auftrian family, were pur- 
fued- with ardor and. fuceefs; and every year brought an 
acceflion.of force and grandeur to the French monarchy. 
Not only, battles were won, towns an id fortrefles taken 
the genius too of the Aan feemed gradually to Tipton, 
and to compofe itfelf to the fpints of dutiful obedience and 
of f fteddy enterprize. A “Con dé, a Turenne were formed ; 
R 4 ' and 
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and the troops animated by their valour, and guided by 
their difcipline, acquired every day a greater afcendant 
over the Spaniards. All of a fudden, from fome i intrigues 
of the court, and fome difcontents in the courts of judi- 
cature, inteftine commotions were excited, and every 
thing relapfed into confufion.. But thefe rebellions of the 
Tene h, neither ennobled by. the fpirit of liberty, nor 
difgraced by the fanatical extravapancies, which diftin= 
guithed the Britith civil wars, were conduéted with little 
bloodfhed, and made but fmall impreffion on the minds 
of the people. Though feconded by the force of Spain, 
and conduéted by the prince of Condé, the malcontents, 
ina little time, were cither expelled or fubdued ; 3 and the 
French monarchy, having loft a few of its conquefts, 
returned, with frefh vigor, to the acquifition of new do- 
minion, — 


and notwithftanding their near connexion of blood,’ fe- 
ceived but few civilities, and fill lefs fupport, from the 


French court. Had the queen regent been ever fo much — 


inclined to affift the Englifh prince, the diforders of her 
own affairs, for a long time, would have rendered fueh 
intentions abfolutely impra@ticable. - The banifhed queen 
had a moderate penfion affigned her; but it was fo ill 
payed, and her credit ran fo low, that, one morning, 
when the cardinal de Retz waited on her, fhe informed 
him, that her daughter, the princefs Henrietta, was 
obliged to lie abed, for want of a fire to warm her. To 


car a condition was reduced, in the midft of Paris, a 


queen of England, and daughter of Henry IV. of France! » 


THE Englith arlianeféite however, ‘having affumed 
the fovercignty’ of the ftate, refented the countenance, 
cold as it was, which the French court gave the unfor+ 
funate monarch. On pretence of injuries, of which the 


Englith 


Ths queen of England and her fon, Charles, during - 
thefe commotions, pafled moft of their time’ at Paris 3 
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Englifh merchants complained, they iffued letters of re- C HA Pa 
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prifal upon the French; and Blake went fo far as to et 


attack and feize a whole fquadron of fhips, which were 
carrying fupplies to Dunkirk, then clofely befieged by the 
Spaniards, That town, difappointed of thefe fupplies, 
fell into the enemies’ hands. “The French minifters foon 
found it requifite to change their meafures. They treat- 
ed Charles with fuch affected indifference, that he thought 
it more decent to withdraw, and prevent the indignity of 
being defired to leave the kingdom. He went firft to 
Spaw, thence he retired to Cologne; where he lived two 
years, on a fmall penfion, about 6000 pounds a year, 
payed him by the court of France, and on fome contri- 
tions fent him by his friends in England. In the ma~ 
nagement of his ‘family, he difcovered a difpofition to 
order and ceconomy; and his temper, cheerful, care- 
lefs, and fociable, was more than a fufficient compenfa- 
tion for that empire, of which his’ enemies had: bereaved 
him. Sir Edward Hyde, created lord-chancellor, and 
the marquefs of Ormond, were his chief friends and con- 
fidents. 


Ir the French miniftry had thought it prudent to bend 
under the Englifh parliament, they deemed it ftill more 
neceflary to pay deference to the protector, when he af- 
fumed the reins of government. Cardinal Mazarine, by 
whom all the councils of France were directed, was artful 
and vigilant, fupple and patient, falfe and intriguing ; 
defirous rather to prevail by dexterity than violence, and 
placing his honour more in the final fuccefs of his mea 
fures than in the fplendor and magnanimity of the means, 
which he employed. Cromwel, by his imperious cha- 
rater, rather than by the advantage of his fituation, ac- 
quired an afcendant over this man; and every propofal 
made by the protector, however unreafonable in itfelf and 
urged with whatever infolence, met with a ready com- 

pliance 
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‘ pliance from. the. politic and timid cardinal, Bourdeaux 


-L—\— Was fent. over to England as minifter ; and all circum. 


1655. 


ftances of refpeé& were payed to the daring ufurper, who 


had imbrued his hands in the blood of his fovereign, a , 


prince fo nearly related to the crown of France. With 
indefatigable patience did Bourdeaux conduct this negoti~ 


ation, which Cromwel feemed entirely to neglect ; and ° 


though’ privateers with Englifh commiffions committed 
daily depredations on the French commerce, Mazarine 
was content, in hopes of a fortunate iflue, till to fubmit 
to thefe indignities f 

THE court of Spain, lefs conne@ted with the unfortu. 
nate royal family, and reduced to greater diftrefs than the 


‘French monarchy, had been ftill more forward in her 


advances. to: the profperous parliament: and proteétor, 
Don, Alonzo de Cardenas, the Spanith envoy, was. the 
firf public minifter, who recognized the authority of the 
new republic ; and in return for this civility, Afcham 
was fent enyoy into Spain by the parliament. No fooner 
had this minifter. arrived in Madrid, than fome. of the 
banifhed royalifts, inflamed by that inveterate hatred, 
which animated the Englifh: fa@tions, broke into his 
chamber, and murdered him together with his fecretary. 
Immediately, they took fanctuary in the churches; and 
affifted by the general favour, which every where attended 
the royal caufe, were enabled, moft of them, to make 
their efcape. Only one of the criminals fuffered death ; 
and the parliament feemed to reft contented with this. 
atonement. — 
; SPAIN, at this time, aflailed every where by vigorous 
enemies from without, and labouring under many internal 
F Thurloe, ‘vol, ili. -p.a04, 619) 653, “Tn the treaty, which was figned — 
afterlong negociation, the prote€tor’s name was inferted»before the King’s in 


that copy which remained in England, .Thurloe, volevis p. 116. See fare 
ther, vol, vii. p, 178, 
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diforders, retained nothing of her former grandeur, except C 
the haughty pride of her counfels, and the hatred and , 
jealoufy of her neighbours. Portugal had rebelled, and 
eftablifhed her monarchy in the houfe of Braganza ;.Ca- 
talonia, complaining of violated privileges, had revolted 
to France.: Naples was fhaken with popular convulfions: 
The Low Countries were invaded with fuperior forces, 
and feemed_ready to change their mafter: The Spanith 
infantry, anciently fo formidable, had been annihilated 
by Condé in the fields of Rocroy: And though the fame 
prince, banifhed France, fuftained by his activity and 
valour, the falling fortunes of Spain, he could only hope 
to protract, not prevent, the ruin, with which that mo- 
narchy was vifibly threatened. 
Hap Cromwel underftood and regar 


ded the interefts of 
his country, he would have fupported the declining con- 
dition of Spain againft the dangerous ambition of France, 
and preferved that balance of power, on which the great- 
nefs and fecurity of England fo much depend. Had he 
ftudied only his own interefts, he would have maintained 
an exact neutrality between thofe two great monarchies ; 
nor would he have hazarded his ill-acquired and unfettled 
power, by provoking foreign enemies, who might lend 
affiftance to domeftic faction, and overturn his tottering 
throne. But his magnanimity undervalued danger: His 
active difpofition and avidity of extenfive glory, made 
him incapable of repofe: And as the policy of men is 
continually warped by their temper, no.fooner was peace 
made with Holland, than he began to deliberate what 
new enemy he fhould invade with his viétorious arms. 
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Tue extenfive dominion and ‘yet extreme weaknefs of wer with 


Spain, in the Weft Indies ; the vigorous courage and 
great naval, power of England; were circumftances, 
which, when compared, excited the ambition of the 
enterprizing protector, and made him hope, that he 

might, 
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might, by fome gainful conqueft, render for ever illu 


“—-— trious that dominion, which he had affumed over his 


1655. 


country. Should he fail of ‘thefe durable acquifitions,. 


the Indian treafures, which muft every year crofs the 
ocean to reach Spain, were, he thought, a fure prey to 
the Englifh navy, and would fupport his military force, 
without his laying new burthens on the difcontented 
people. From France a vigorous refiftance muft be ex- 
pected : No plunder, no conquefts could be hoped for: 
The progrefs of his arms, even if attended with fuccefs, 
muft there be flow and gradual: And the advantages ac- 
quired, however real, would be lefs ftriking to the igno- 
tant multitude, whom it was his intéreft to allure, The 
royal family, fo clofely conneéted-with the French mo- 
narch, might receive great affiftance from that neighbour- 
ing kingdom ;’ and an army of French proteftarits, landed 
in England, would be able, he dreaded, to unite the 
moft oppofite factions againft the prefent ufurpation ¢, 


‘THESE’ motives of policy were probably feconded by 
his bigotted prejudices ; as no human mind ever contain- 
ed fo ftrange a mixture of fagacity and abfurdity as that 
of this extraordinary perfonage. The Swedith alliance, 
though much contrary to the interefts of England, he 
had contracted, merely from his zeal for proteftantifin 5 ; 
and Sweden being clofly conne&ed with France, he 
could not hope to maintain that confederacy, in which 
he fo much prided himfelf, fhould a rupture enfue be- | 
tween England and this Jatter kingdom '. The Hugo-. 
nots, he expected, would meet with better treatment, 


% See the account.of the negotiations with France and Spain by Thurloe, 
wol. i. p. 7592 : : 

h He propofed to Sweden a general league and confederacy Of all the pro- 
tefants.  Whitlocke; p. 620,’ ‘Thurloe, vol. vii, p. 3%. In order to judge 
ef the maxims, by which he conduéted his foreign politics, fee farther Thure 
loe, vol, iv. p. 295, 343, 443+ vol, vil, pe 174s 

? Thurloe, vol. i, p, 759. 

ait while 


Seen eee 


eae 


THE COMMONWEALTH. 


253 


while he engaged in a clofe union with their fovereign *, C HA Pe 


And as the Spaniards were much more papifts than the 
French, were much more expofed to the old puritanical 
hatred ', and had even erected the bloody tribunal of the 
inquifition, whofe rigours they had refufed to mitigate on 
Cromwel’s folicitation ™ ; he hoped that a holy and meri- 
torious war with fuch idolaters could not fail of protec- 
tion from heaven ®. A preacher likewife, infpired, as 
was fuppofed, by a prophetic fpirit, bid him go and 
profper ; calling him a fione cut out of the mountains without 
hands, that would break the pride of the Spaniard, crufb An- 
tichrift, and make way for the purity of the Gafpel ever the 
whole world °. 

AcTUATED equally by thofe bigotted, thofe ambi- 
tious, and thofe interefted motives, the protector equipped 
two confiderable fquadrons; and while he was making 
thefe preparations, the neighbouring ftates, ignorant of 
his intentions, remained in fufpence, and looked with 
anxious expectation on what fide the ftorm would dif. 
charge itfelf. One of the fquadrons, confifting of thirty 
capital fhips, was fent into the Mediterranean under 
Blake, whofe fame was now fpread over Europe. No 
Englifh fleet, except during the Crufades, had ever be- 
fore failed in thofe feas; and from one extremity to the 
other, there was no naval force, Chriftian or Mahome- 
tan, able to refift them. The Roman pontiff; whofe 
weaknefs and whofe pride equally provoke attacks, dread- 
ed invafion from a power, which profeffed the moft inve- 
terate enmity againft him, and which fo little regulated 
its movements by the ufual motives of intereft- and pru- 
dence. Blake, cafting anchor before Leghorn, demanded 


k Thurloe, vol. i. p. 759: 1 Jd. ibid, 
m Idibid. Don Alonzo faid, that the Indian trade and the inquifition 
were his mafter’s two eyes, and the protector infifted upon the putting ont 


both of them at once, n Carrington, p. 19%. © Bates. 
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tet P. and obtained from the duke of Tufcany reparation for 
——~ fome lofles, which the Englifh commerce had formerly 
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Jamaica 
conquered, 


fuftained from him. He next failed to Algiers, and 
compelled the dey to make peace, and to reftrain his py- 
ratical fubjects from farther violences on. the Englifh. 
He prefented himfelf before Tunis; and having there 
made the fame demands, the dey of that republic bade 
him look to the caftles of Porto-Farino and Goletta, and 
do his utmoft, Blake needed not to be rouzed by fuch a 
bravado: He drew his fhips clofe up to the caftles, and 
tore them in pieces with his artillery. He fent a nimer- 


/ ous detachment of failors in their long boats into the 


harbour, and burned every fhip which lay there. This 
bold a&tion, which its very temerity, perhaps, rendered 
fafe, was executed with little lofs, and filled all that part’ 
of the world with the renown of Englifh valour. 
Tue other fquadron was not equally fuccefsful. Te 
was commanded by Pen, and carried on board 4000 
men, under the command of Venables. About 5000 
more joined them from Barbadoes and St. Chriftophers. 
Both thefe officers were inclined to the king’s fervice P ; 
and it is pretended, that Cromwel was obliged to hurry 
the foldiers on board, in order to prevent the execution 
of a confpiracy, which had been formed among them, in 
favour of the exiled family9, The ill fuccefs of this 
enterprize, may juftly be afcribed, as much to the inju- 
dicious fchemes of the protector, who planned it, as to 
the bad execution of the officers, by whom it was cone 
ducted. ‘The foldiers were the refufe of the whole army : 
The forces, inlifted in the Weft Indies, were the moft 
profligate of mankind: Pen and Venables were of incom- 
patible tempers: The. troops were not furnifhed with 
arms fit for fuch an expedition: ‘Their provifions were 
defective both in quantity and quality: All hopes of pil- 


P Clarendon, q Vita D, Berwici, p. 224, 
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lage, the beft incentive to valour among fuch men, were © He Pe 
refufed the foldiers and feamen: No directions or intelli- GA-N) 


gence were given to conduct the officers in their enter- 1°55 
prize: And at the fame time, they were tied down to 
follow the advice of commiiffioners, who difconcerted 

them in all their projects. 

Ir was agreed by the admiral and general to attempt "3th Artily 
St. Domingo, the only place of ftrength in the ifland of 
Hifpaniola, On the approach of the Englifh the Spa- 
niards in a fright deferted their-houfes, and fled into the 
woods. Contrary to the opinion of Venables, the fol- 
diers were difembarked without guides ten leagues diftane 
from the town. ‘They wandered four days through the 
woods without provifions, and what was ftill more into- 
lerable in that fultry climate, without water. The Spa- 
niards recovered fpirit, and attacked them. The Englith, 
difcouraged with the bad condu& of their officers, and 
fcarcely alive from hunger, thirft, and fatigue, were un- 
able to refift. An inconfiderable number of the enemy 


} 


ut the whole army fo rout, } 
P } > 


killed 600 of them, and 
chafed the reft on board their veffels. 

Tne Englifh commanders, in order to atone, as much 
as poflible, for this unprofperous attempt, bent their 
courfe to Jamaica, which was furrendered to them with- 
out a blow. Pen and Venables returned to England, 


and were both of them fent to the Tower by the protec- 
tor, who, though commonly mafter of his fiery temper, 
was thrown into a violent paffion at this difappointment. 
He had : 


was himfelf at 


ea conqueft of greater importance, than he 
that time aware of ; yet was it much infe- 


rior to the vait pro 


which he had formed. He gave 
orders, however, to fupport it by men and money ; and 


that illand has ever fince remained in the hands of the 


See alfo Carte’s Colledtion, vol. ii, p. 46, 476 
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Cc ae P. Englith; the chief acquifition which they owe to the 


Reem pte Se nace il fpirit of Cromwel. 


3656. As foon as the news of this expedition, which was an 
unwarrantable violation of treaty, arrived in Europe, the 
Spaniards declared war againft England, and feized all 
the fhips and goods of Englifh merchants, of which they 
could make themfelves mafters.. The commerce with 
Spain, fo profitable to the Englifh, was cut off; and near 
1500 veflels, it is computed *, fell in a few years into the 
hands of the enemy. Blake, to whom Montague -was | 
now joined in command, after receiving’ new orders, 
prepared himfelf for hoftilities againft the Spaniards. 

SEVERAL fea officers, having entertained fcruples of 
confcience with regard to the juftice of the Spanifh war, 
threw up their commiffions, and retired‘. No command, 
they thought, of their fuperiors could juttify a war, 
which was contrary to the principles of natural equity, 
and which the civil magiftrate had no right to order, / 
Individuals, they maintained, in refigning to the public 
their natural liberty, could beftow on it only what they 
themfelves were poflefied of, a right of performing lawful 
actions, and could inveft it with no authority of com- 
manding what is contrary to the decrees of heaven. Such 
maxims, though they feem reafonable, are perhaps too 
perfect for human nature; and muft be regarded as one 

- effect, though of the moft innocent and even honourable 
kind, of that fpirit, partly fanatical, partly republican, 
which predominated in England. ; 


Suece&.  Buaxe lay fome time off Cadiz, in expeétation of in- 
tercepting the plate fleet, but was at laft obliged, for 
want of water, to make fail towards Portugal. Captain: 
Stayner, whom he had left on the coaft with a fquadrom, 


8 Thurloe, vel. iv, P+ 135. World’s Miftake in Oliver Cromwel,. in C2 
Hail. Mifcel, vol, i, _ § Tharloe, vol,iv. p. 570, 589. 
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of feven veflels, came in fight of the galleons, and im- © PP. P. 


LSS 


> a . r fal “7 : 
mediately fet-fail to purfue them. The Spanifh admiral Was { 
ran his fhip afhore: Two others followed his example +, 1656. 
september, 


The Englith took two fhips valued at near two millions 


ef pieces of eight. Two galleons were fet on fire; 


and 
the marquefs of Badajox, viceroy-of Peru, with his wife 
and his daughter, betrothed to the young duke of Me- 


dina Celi, were deftroyed in them. The marquefs him- 


ven LSE. 


felf might have efcaped; but feeing thefe unfortunate 
women, aftonifhed with the danger, fall in a woo: , and j 
perifh in the flames, he chofe rather to die with them ; 
than drag out a life; embittered with the remembrance of 
fuch difmal feenes", When the treafures, gained by this 
enterprize, arrived at Portfmouth, the proteétor, from a 
{pirit of oftentation, ordered themn to be tranfported by 
land to London. 

THE next action againft the Spaniards was more ho- 
nourable, though lefs profitable, to the nation: Blake, 
having heard that a Spanifh fleet of fixteen fhips, much 
richer than the former, had taken fhelfer in the Canaries, 
immediately made fail towards them. He found them in 
the bay of Santa Cruz, difpofed in a formidable pofture. 
The bay was fecured with a ftrong caftle, well provided 
with cannon, befides feven forts in feveral parts of it, all q 
united by a line of communication, manned with muf- 
queteers. Don Diego Diagues, the Spanifh admiral, 
ordered all his fmaller veflels to moor clofe to the fhore, 
and potted the larger galleons farther off, at anchor; 
with their broadfides to the fea. 

BLAKE was rather animated than daunted with this 
appearance. ‘The wind fecorided his courage, and blow- 
ing full into the bay, in a moment brought him among 
the thickeft of his enemies, After a refiftance of fout | 
hours, the Spaniards yielded to Englifh valour, and i 

u-Thurloe, vol. ¥. p. 433. 
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C HA P. abandoned their hips, which were fet on fire, and con- 
seen fumed with all their treafure. The greateft danger ftill 


remained to the Englifh. They lay under the fire of the 
caftles and all the forts, which muft, in a little time, 
have torn them in pieces. But the wind, fuddenly fhift- 
ing, carried them out of the bay; where they left the 
Spaniards in aftonifhment at the happy temerity of their 
audacious victors. 

Tuis was the laft and greateft action of the gallant 
Blake. He was confumed with a dropfy and fcurvy, 
and haftened home, that he might yield up his laft breath 
in his native country, which he had fo much adorned by 
his valour. As he came within fight of land, he ex- 
pired“. Never man, fo zealous for a faction, was fo 
much refpected and efteemed even by the oppofite fac- 
tions. He was by principle an inflexible republican ; 
and the late ufurpations, amidft all the truft and carefles, 
which he received from the ruling powers, were thought 
to be very little grateful to him. J is fill our duty, he 
faid to the feamen, to fight for our country, into what hands 
fo ever the government may fall. Difinterefted, generous, 
liberal ; ambitious only of true glory, dreadful only to 
his avowed enemies; he forms one of the moft perfect 
characters of that age, and the leaft ftained with thofe 
errors and violences, which were then fo predominant. 
The protector ordered him a pompous funeral at the pub- 
lic charge: But the tears of his countrymen were the 
moft honourable panegyric on his memory. 

‘THe condué of the protector in foreign affairs, though 
imprudent and impolitic, was full of vigor and enterprize, 
and drew a confideration to his country, which, fince the _ 
reign of Elizabeth, it feemed to have totally loft. ‘The 
gteat mind of this fuccefsful ufurper was intent on fpread- 
ing the renown of the Englifh nation; and while he 
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trick mankind with aftonifhment at his extraordinary C H A P, 
fortune, he feemed to ennoble, inftead of debafing, that ‘ — , 
people, whom he had ‘reduced to fubjection. It was his 1656. 
boaft, that he would render the name of an Englifhman 

as much feared and revered as ever was that ofa Roman ; 

and as his countrymen found fume reality in thefe pre- 
tenfions, their national vanity, being gratified, made them 

bear with more patience all the indignities and calamities, 

under which they laboured. 

Ir mutt alfo be acknowledged, that the proteétor, in Domeftie 

his civil and domeftic adminiftration, difplayed as great a 
regard both to juftice and clemency, as his ufurped autho- Crmwels 
rity, derived from no law, and founded only on the 
f{word, could poffibly permit. All the chief offices in the 
courts of judicature were filled with men of integrity t 
Amidft the virulence of fa@ion, the decrees of the judges 
were upright and impartial: And to every man but him- 
felf, and to himfelf, except where neceflity required the 
contrary, the law was the great rule of conduét and be- 
haviour. Wane and Lilburn, whofe credit with the 
republicans and levellers he dreaded, were indeed for 
fome time confined to prifon : Cony, who refufed to pay 
illegal taxes, was obliged by menaces to depart from his 
obftinacy: High ‘courts of juftice were erected to try 
thofe who had engaged in confpiracies and infurre@ions 
again{t the proteétor’s authority, and whom he could not 
fafely commit to the verdict of juries. But thefe irtegu- 
Jarities were deemed inevitable confequences ‘of his illegal 
authority. And though often urged by his officers, as 
is pretended *, to attempt a general maflacre of the roy- 
alifts, he always with horror rejected fuch fanguinary 
countels, 

In the army was laid the fole bafis of the protetor’s 
power; and in managing it confifted the chief art and 

* Clarendon, Life of Dr, Berwick, &¢, 
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© H_A P. delicacy of his government. ‘The foldicrs were held in 
wenn exact difcipline ; a policy, which both accuftomed them 


to obedience, and made them lefs. hateful and burthen- 
fome to the people.. He augmented their pay ; though 
the public neceflities fometimes. obliged him to run in 
arrears to them. ‘Their interefts, they were fenfible, 
were clofely conneéted with thofe of their general and 
protector. And he entirely commanded their affectionate 
regard, by his ability and fuccefs in almoft every enter- 
prize, which he had hitherto undertaken. But all mili- 
tary government is precarious ; much more where it ftands 
in oppofition to civil eftablifhments; and ftill more, 
where it encounters religious prejudices. By the wild 
fanaticifm, which he had nourifhed in the foldiers, he 
had feduced them into meafures, for which, if openly 
propofed to them, they would have entertained the utmoft 
averfion. But this fame fpirit rendered them more diffi- 
cult to be governed, and made their caprices terrible even 
to that hand, which directed their movements. So often 
taught, that the office of king was an ufurpation upon 
Chrift, they were apt to fufpect a.protector not to be 
altogether compatible with that divine authority. Har- 
rifon, though raifed to the higheft dignity, and poflefled 
entirely of Cromwel’s confidence, became his moft inve- 
terate enemy as foon as the authority of a fingle perfon 
was eftablifhed, againft which that ufurper had always 


_ made fuch violent proteftations. Overton, Rich, Okey, 


officers of rank in the army, were actuated with like prin- 
ciples, and Cromwel was obliged to deprive them of their 


-commiffions, Their ices which was before thought 


unbounded among the troops, feemed from that moment 


* to be totally annihilated. 
, Tuer more effectually to curb the enthufiaftic and fe- 

ditious {pirit of the troops, Cromwel eftablifhed a kind 
~ of militia in the feveral counties. Companies of infantry 


and 


eras 
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and cavalry were ihlifted under proper officers, regularC HA P. 


ua : : LXL 
pay diftributed among them, and a refource by that means ag 


provided both acainft the infurrections of the royalifts, 1656. 
and mutiny of the army. ' 

RELIGION can never be deemed a point of {mall con- 
fequence in civil government: But during this: period, 
it may be regarded as the great {pring of men’s aétions 
and determinations. Though tranfported, himfelf, with 
the moft frantic whimfies, Cromwel had adopted a fchéme 
for regulating this principle in others, which was fagaci= 
ous and political. Being refolved to maintain'a national! 
church, and yet determined neither to admit epifcopacy” 
nor prefbytery, he eftablifhed a number of commifffoners;* 
under the name of ¢ryers, partly laymen, 'parthy'ecclefi=z 
altics, fome prefbyterians, fome independents, ' ,Thefes 
prefented to all livings, which were formeily. in the :gift; 
of the crown ; they examined ‘and admitted fuch perfons 
as received holy orders; and they infpected the lives; 
doétrine, and behaviour of the. clergy. Iniftead of /fup> 
porting that union between learning and theology, which= 
has: fo long been attempted in Europe, thefe. tryers em-=< 
braced the latter principle im its full purity, and made:it® 
the fole object: of their examinations, - The candidates 
were no more penplexed with queftions concerning-theirs 
progrefs in Greek and, Roman erudition ; concerning 
their talent for profane arts and f{ciences: he chief object 
of fcrutiny regarded their adyatices in grace, and fixing 
the critical moment of their converfion, 


Wirth the pretended faints of all’ denominations Crom- 
wel was familiar and eafy. Laying afide the fate of pro- 
te&tor, which, on other occafions, he well knew how to 
maintain, he infinuated to them, that nothing but necef- 
fity could ever oblige him.to inveft himfelf with it. He 
talked fpiritually to them; he fighed, he “wéeped, “he 
canted, he prayed. He even entered with them into an 
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emulation of ghoftly gifts; and thefe men, inflead of 
‘gtieving to be outdone in their own way, were proud, 
that his highnefs, by his princely example, had dignified 
thofe practices, in which they themfelves were daily oc- 
cupied Y. ; 

- Ir Cromwel might be faid to adhere to any particular - 
form of religion, they were the independents who could 
chiefly boaft of his favour; and it may be affirmed, that 
fuch paftors of that fect, as were not paflionately addigted 
to civil liberty, were all of them devoted to him. » The 
prefbyterian clergy alfo, being faved from the ravages of 
the anabaptifts and millenarians, and enjoying their efta- 
blifhments. and tythes, were not averfe to his government ; 
though he ftill entertained a great jealoufy of that ambi- 
tious and reftlefs fpirit, by which they were actuated. He 
granted an. unbounded liberty of confcience, to all but’ 
catholics and prelatifts ; and by that means, he both at.’ 
tached the wild fe@aries to his own perfon, and em- 
ployed them in curbing’ the domineering fpirit. of the 
prefbyterians. ‘*'I am the only man,” he was often’ 
heard to fay, ** who has known how to fubdue that ins 
£¢ folent fect, which can fuffer none but itfélf.” 

Tue proteftant zeal, which poflefied the prefbyterians’ 
and, independents, was highlygratificd by the haughty’ 
manner, in which the proteétor fo fuccefsfully fupported 
the perfecuted :proteftants throughout all Europe.’ Even 
the duke of Savoy, fo remote a power, and fo little ex.’ 


¥ Cromwel followed, though but in part, the advice which he-received 
from general. Hafrifoaj-at the time when thé intimacy and endearment 
mot ftrongly fubfitel) betwixt them. Let the waiting upon’ Jehovah,”* 
faid that military faint, «< be the greate#-and moft confiderable bufinefs you 
¢* have every day: Reckon it fo, more than to eat, flzep, and council toge= 
Sether,” Run afide fometimes from your company, and get a word with the 
“Lord, Why fhould not you have three of four precious fouls always fland- 
‘ing at yourelbow, with whem you might now and then turn dato.a cor= 
$8 ner? Whaye found refrefhment and mercy in fuch a way.” { 
Maemeciemregprtey ee Milton’s flate papers, Ps 120 
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pofed to the naval force of England, was obliged, by the © 5 P. 
‘authority of France, to comply with his mediation, and —_» 
to tolerate the proteftants of the vallies, againft whom 165% 
that prince had commenced afurious Sear France 

itfelf was conftrained to bear, not only with the religion, 

but even, in fome inftances, with the feditious infolence 

of the Hugonots; and when that court applied for a 
reciprocal toleration of the catholic religion in England, 

the protector, who arrogated in every thing the ipsa 

ority, would hearken to no fuch propofal. He had en- 
tertained a project of inftituting a college in imitation of 

that at Rome, for the propagation of the faith; and his 

apoftles, in zeal, though not in unanimity, had cer- 

tainly been a full match for the catholics. 

CROMWEL retained the church of England in con- 
ftraint; though he permitted its clergy a little more 
liberty than the republican parliament had formerly al- 
lowed. He was pleafed, that the fuperior lenity of his 
adminiftration fhould in every thing be remarked. _ He 
bridled the royalifts, both by the army which he retained, 
and by thofe fecret {pies, which he found means to inter- 
mix in all their counfels,. Manning being difcovered and 
punifhed with death, he corrupted Sir Richard Willis, 
who was much trufted by chancellor Hyde and all the 
royalifts; and by means of that man he was let into every 
defign and confpiracy of the party. - He could difconcert 
any project, by confining the perfons who were to be the 
actors in it; and as he reftored them afterwards to liberty, 
his feverity cud only for the refult of general jealoufy 
and fufpicion. The fecret fource of his intelligence re- 
mained {till unknown and unfufpeéted. 

ConsPrracigs for an affafiination he was chiefly afraid 
of; thefe being?defigns, which no prudence or vigilance 
could evade. Colonel Titus, under the name of Allen, 
had written a fpirited difcourfe, exhorting every one to 
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c ey P. embrace this method of vengeance; and Cromwel knew, 4 


u—~—) that the inflamed minds of the royal party were fuffici- ' 
783% — ently difpofed to put this doctrine in practice againft him, 
He openly told them, that affaffinations were bafe’ and 
odious, and he never would'commence hoffilities by fo 
fhameful an expedient; but if the firt attempt or pro- 
vocation came from them, he’ would retaliate to the ut- 
termoft, He had inftruments, he faid, whom he could 
employ; and he never would defift, ill he had totally 
exterminated the royal family, This menace, more than 
all his cuards, contributed to the fecurty of his perfon 2, 
THERE was no point about which the protector was 
more folicitous than to procure intelligence. — This arti- 
cle alone, it is faid, coft him fixty troufand pounds a 
year, Poffmafters, ‘both at home and abroad, were, 
many of them, in his pay: Carriers were fearched or 
bribed: Secretaries and Clerks were corrupted: The 
freateft zealots in all parties were often thofe who con. 
veyed private information to him: And nothing could 
efcape his vigilant enquiry. _ Such at" leaft 1s the repre= 
{entation made by hiftorians of Cromwédl’s adminiftration: 
But it muft be confeffed, that, if we may judge by thofe 
volumes of Thurloe’s papers, which have been lately 
publithed, this affair, like many others, has been greatly 
magnified. We fcarcely find by that collection, that any 
fecret counfels of foreign flates, except thofe of Holland, 
which are not expected to be concealed, were known to 
the proteétor, pees 
Tue general behaviour and deportment of this man, 
who had been raifed from a very private ftation, who had 
pafled moft of his youth ‘in the count'y, and who was 
ftill conftrained fo much to frequent bad ‘company, ‘was 
fuch as might befit the greateft monarch, He maintained 
a dignity without either affectation or oftentation ; and 
Bites! Bes 


2 See note [K] at the end of the volume, 
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fupported with'al ftrangers that high idea, with which € 
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his great exploits and prodigious fortune had imprefled , , 


them. Among hs ancient:friends; he could relax him- 
felf; and by trifling and amufement, jefting and making 
verfes, “he feared 20t expofing himfelf to»their moft fa- 
miliar approaches«. ‘With others, he fometimes pufhed 
matters to the length of ruftic buffoonery; and he would 
amufe himfelf by putting burning coals into the boots 
and ‘hofe of the oficers, who attended him». Before the 
king’s trial, a meting was agreed on between the chiefs 
of the republican party and the general officers, in order 
to concert the model of ‘that free government, which 
they were'to fubfttute, in place-of the monarchical con- 
ftitution, now tolally fubverted:: After debates on this 
fubje&t, the moft important, that ‘couldifall'-wnder. the 
difcufion ‘of human creatures,» Ludlow’ tells us, that 
Cromwel,’ by way of frolic, threw a cufhion at his head ; 
and when Ludlow took up-another cufhion, in’ order to 
return the complinent, the general ran down fairs, and” 
had almoft broken his bones inthe hurry.» When the 
high court of juftce was:figning the king’s fentence, a> 
matter, if poffible, ‘ftill'more ferious ; Cromwel, taking 
the pen in his hand, before he fub{cribed‘his°name, ‘be= 
daubed with ink tie face of Martin, who fat next him. 
And the pen beins delivered to Martin, ‘he practifed the 
fame frolic‘upon Cromwel ©, “He frequently gave featts 
to his inferior offrers; and-when the-meat was fet. upon 
the table, a fignal was given; the foldiers rufhed:in upon 
them; and with nuch noife, tumult, and confufion, ran 
away with all thedifhes, and. difappointed the guefts of 
their expected med *. 

Aminpst all th unguarded play and buffoonery of 
this fingular perfmage, he ‘took the opportunity of re- 
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© HA P. marking the characters, defigns, and weaknefles of men; 
LXE. 8 ‘ 
Liem. and he would fometimes pufh them, by an indulgence in 
#85: wine, to open to him the moft fecret recefles of their, 


bofom. Great regularity, however, and even aufterity 
of manners were always maintained in his court ; and he 
was careful never by any liberties to give offence to the 
moft rigid ef the godly. Some ftate-was upheld; but 
with little expence, and without any {plendor.: The 
nobility, though courted by him, kept at a-diftance, and 
difdained to.intermix themfelves with thofe mean perfonsy 
who were the inftruments of. his government. ‘Without, 
departing from: ceconomy, he was generous to thofe who. 
ferved him; and he knew how to find out and engage in 
his interefts:¢yery man poffefled of thofe talents, which. 
any. particular employment demanded. His. generals, his, 
admirals, his. judges, his ambafladors, were perfons, who, 
contributed, all:of them,.in.their feveral {pheres, to the, 
fecurity. of the sonics and to.the honour and intereft. 
of the nation. 

=» UNDER pretence of uniting: pate on ee ini 
one commonwealth with England,.Cromwel had reduced; 
thefe kingdoms-to a total fubjection:; ‘and: he treated.them, 
entirely:as:conquered \provinices,.)../The cival, adminiftra-, 
tion ‘of Seotland'.was. placed:.in..a council,’ confifting, 
moftly of Englith, of, which lord Brochil was, prefident. 
Jjaiftice was aiiminiftered by feven judges, four-of whom, 
were: Englith, ;.En.order, to curb the tyrannical nobilitys, 
he-both jabolifhed all yallalage, and revived; the office of, 
judtice oft peace, which king James: had introduced, but, 
Was notablel to:fupport ‘... A-jong line of forts/and gar~, 
rifons was maintained throughout the kingdom,, . An, 
army; of 0,090), men. * kept. every. thing \in .peace_and 
obedience; and neither the banditti of the mountains nop, 
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the bigots of the low countries could indulge their incli- C HAP. 


nation to turbulence and diforder. _He courted the pref- 
byterian clergy; though he nourithed that inteftine enmity 
which prevailed between.the refolutioners and protefters ; 3 
and he found, that very little policy was requifite to fofter 
quarrels among theologians. He permitted no church 
aflemblies ; being fenfible that from thence had proceeded 
many of the paft mifchiefs, - And in the main, the Scots 
were obliged to acknowledge, that never before, while 
they enjoyed their irregular, fa@tious liberty, had they 
attained fo much happinefs as at prefent, when reduced 
to fubjeétion under a foreign-nation, 

THE protector’s adminiftration of Treland was more 
fevere and violent. ‘The government of that ifland was 
firft entrufted to Fleetwood, a notorious fanatic, who 
had married Ireton’s widow ; then to Henry Cromwel, 
fecond fon of the protector, a young man of an amiable 
mild difpofition, and not deftitute of vigor and Capacity. 
Above five millions of acres, forfeited either by the popifh 
rebels or by the adherents of the king, were divided, 
partly among the adventurers, who had advanced money 
to the parliament, partly among the Englith foldiers, who 
had arrears due to them. Examples of a more fudden 
and violent change of property are fcarcely to be found in 
any hiftory. An order was even iffued to confine all-the 
native lrifh to the province of Connaught, where they 
would be fhut up by rivers, lakes, and mountains, and 
could not, it was hoped, be any longer dangerous to: the 
Englith government: But this barbarous and abfurd 
policy, which, from an impatience of attaining imme= 
diate fecurity, muft have depopulated all the other pro- 
vinces, and rendered the Englith eftates of no value, was 
foon abandoned as impracticable. 


CroMwEL began to hope, that, by his adminiftration, yew parliae 
attended with fo much luftre and fuecefs abroad, fo much ™e 
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c ai ®. order and tranquillity at home, he had now acquired fuch* 
Soe Authority as would enable him to meet the reprefentatives 


of the nation, and would afiure him of their dutiful 
compliance with his government. He fummoned a par- 
liament; but not trufting altogether to the good will of 
the people, he ufed every art, which his new model of 
reprefentation allowed him to employ, in order to in- 
fluence the elections anid fill the houfe with his own crea- 
tures. reland, being entirely in the hands of the army, 
chofe few but fuch officers as were moft acceptable to him. 
Scotland fhowed a like compliance ; and as the nobility 
and gentry of that kingdom regarded their attendance on 
Englifh parliaments as an ignominious badge of flavery, 
it was, on that.account, more eafy for the. officers to pre- 
vail in the elections. — Notwithftanding all thefe _pre- 
cautions, the protector fill found, that the majority would 


Sep not be favourable to him. He fet guards,. therefore, on. | 


the door; who permitted none to enter but fuch as pro- 
duced a-warrant from his, council; | and the council re- 
jected about a hundred, who either refufed a recognition 
of the protector’s government, or were oncther accounts 
‘abnoxious to him. Thefe protefted againft fo egregious 
® violence, fubverfive of all liberty; but every appli- 
cation for redrefs was neglected both by the council and 
the’parliament. 

“Tue majority of the parliament, by means of thefe 
arts-and-violences, was now at laft either friendly to the 
protector, or refolved, by their compliance, to adjuft,. if 
poffible, this military government to their laws and liber- 
ties... They voted a renunciation of all title in Charles. 
Stuart or any of his family; and this was the firft ad, 
dignified with the appearance of national confent, which 
had ever had that tendency. Colonel Jephfon, in order 
to found the inclinations of the houfe, ventured to move, 
that the parliament thould beftow the crown on Cromwel ; 
and 
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and no furprize or relu@tance was difcovered on the oc- C H A Pe 
cafion. When Cromwel afterwards afked Jephfon what , fei ; 
induced him to make fuch a motion, “* As long,” faid 1656. 
Jephfon, “* as I have the honour to fit in parliament, I 

“* muft follow the dictates of my own confcience, what- 

“* ever offence I may be fo.unfortunate as to give. you.” 

** Get thee gone,” faid Cromwel, giving him a gentle 

blow on the fhoulder, “ get thee gone, for a mad fellow 

** as thou art.” 

In order to pave the way to this advancement, for 
which he fo ardently longed, Cromwel refolved to facri- 
fice his major-generals, whom he knew-to be extremely 
odious to the nation. That meafure was alfo become 
neceflary for his own fecurity. All government, purely 
military, fluctuates perpetually between a defpotic mo- 
narchy and a defpotic ariftocracy, according as the autho- 
rity of the chief commander prevails, or that of the offi- 
cers next him in rank and dignity. T‘he major-generals, 
being poflefled of fo much diftin& jurifdi@ion, began to 
eftablifh a feparate title to power, and had rendered them- 
felves formidable to the proteétor himfelf; and for this 
inconvenience, though he had not forefeen it, he well 
knew, before it was too late, to provide a proper remedy. 
Claypole, his fon-in-law, who poffefled his confidence, 
abandoned them to the pleafure of the houfe ; and though 
the name was ftill retained, it was agreed to abridge, or 
rather entirely annihilate, the power of the major-gene- 
rals. = 

AT laft, a motion in form was made by alderman 
Pack, one of the city members, for invefting the protec- 
tor with the dignity of king. ‘This motion, at firft, ex- 
cited great diforder, and divided the whole houfe into 
parties. The chief oppofition came from the ufual ad- 
herents of the protector, the major-generals and fuch 
efficers as depended on them, Lambert, a man of deep 

intrigue 
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c vet P, intrigue and of great intereft in the army; had long eri= 
t~—.y tertained the ambition of fucceeding Cromwel in the 


1656, 


protectorfhip ; and he forefaw, that, if the monarchy were 
reftored, hereditary right would alfo be eftablifhed, and 
the crown be tranfmitted to the pofterity of the prince 
firft elected. He pleaded, therefore, confcience; and 
rouzing all thofe civil and religious jealoufies againft 
kingly government, which had been fo induftrioufly en- 
couraged among the foldiers, and which ferved them as a 
pretence for fo many violences, he raifed a numerous, 
and ftill more formidable party againft the motion. 

On the other hand, the motion was fupported by every 
one, who was more particularly devoted to the protector, 
and who hoped, by fo acceptable a meafure, to pay court 
to the prevailing authority. Many perfons alfo, attached 
to their country, defpaired of ever being able to fubvert 
the prefent illegal eftablifhment, and were defirous, by 
fixing it on ancient foundations, to induce the protec 


_ tor, from views of his own fafety, to pay a regard to the 


16576 
Crown of- 
fered to 
Cromwel, 


Oth April, 


ancient laws and liberties of the kingdom. Even the 
royalifts imprudently joined in the meafure; and hoped, 
that, when the queftion regarded only perfons, not forms 
of government, no one would any longer balance between 
the ancient royal family, and an ignoble ufurper, who, 
by blood, treafon, and perfidy, had made his way to the 
throne. The bill was voted by a confiderable majority ; 
and a committee was appointed to reafon with the pro- 
tector, and to overcome thofe fcruples, which he pre- 
tended againft accepting fo liberal an offer. 

Tue conference lafted for feveral days. The com- 
mittee urged, that all the ftatutes and cuftoms of England 
were founded on the fuppofition of regal authority, and 
could not, without extreme violence, be adjufted to any 
other form of government: That a protector, except 
during the minority of a king, was a name utterly un- 
known. 


t 
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known to the laws; and no man was acquainted with C pe P. 
the extent or limits of his authority: That if it was Pas 


attempted to define every part of his jurifdi@ion, many 
years, if not ages, would be required for the execution 
of fo complicated a work ; if the whole power of the 
king was at once transferred to him, the queftion was 
plainly about a name, and the preference was undifputa- 
bly due to the ancient title: That the Englith conftitution 
was more anxious concerning the form of government 
than concerning the birthright of the firft magiftrate, 
and had provided, by an exprefs law of Henry VII. for 
the fecurity of thofe who act in defence of the king in 
being, by whatever means he might have acquired pof- 
feffion: That it was extremely the intereft of all his 
Highnefs’s friends to feek the fhelter of this fatute 3 and 
even the people in general were defirous of fuch a fettle- 
ment, and in all juries were with great difficulty induced 
to give their verdiét in favour of a protector: “That the 
great fource of all the late commotions had been the 
jealoufy of liberty; and that a republic, together with’a 
protector, had been eftablifhed in order to provide farther 
fecurities for the freedom of the conftitution ; but that 
by experience the remedy had been found infufficient, 
even dangerous and pernicious; fince évery undeter- 
minate power, fuch as that of a protector, muft be ar- 
bitrary ; and the more arbitrary, as it was contrary to the 
genius and inclination of the people. 

THE difficulty confifted not in perfwading Cromwel. 
He was fufficiently convinced of the folidity of thefe rea- 
fonings ; and his inclination, as well as judgement, was 
entirely on the fide of the committee. But how to bring 
over the foldiers to the fame way of thinking ‘was the 
queftion. ‘The office of king had been painted to them 
in fuch horrible colours, that there were no hopes of 
reconciling them fuddenly to it, even though beftowed 

6 upon 
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c Hf P. upon their general, to whom they were fo much devoted, 

4 , A contradiction, open and direct, to all ‘paft profeffions 

. 1657. would make them pafs; in the eyes of the whole nation, 
for the moft fhamelefs hypocrites, inlifted, by no other 
than mercenary motives, in the caufe of the moft per- 
fidious traitor.. Principles, fuch as they were, had been 
encouraged in them by every confideration, human and 
divine; and though it was eafy, where intereft concurred, 
to deceive them by the thinneft difguifes, it might be found j 
dangerous at once to pull off the mafque, and to fhow 
them in a full light the whole crime and deformity of 
their condudt. Poincare between thefe fears and his . 
own moft ardent defires, Cromwel protracted the time, i 
and feemed ftill to oppofe the reafonings of the com- 
mittee; in hopes, that by artifice he might be able to 
reconcile the refractory minds of the foldiers to his new 
dignity. ; 

Wuite the protector argued fo much in contradiGtion 
both to his judgement and inclination, it is no wonder, 
that his elocution, always confufed, embarrafled, and 
unintelligible, fhould be involved in tenfold darknefs, , 
and difcover no glimmering of common fenfe or reafon. 
An exact account of this conference remains, and may 
be regarded as a great curiofity. The members of the 
committee, in their reafonings, difcover judgement, know- 
ledge, elocution: Lord Broghill in particular exerts him- 
felf on this memorable occafion. But what a contraft, 
when we pafs to the protector’s replies ! After fo fingular 
a manner does nature diftribute her talents, that, in a na- 
tion abounding with fenfe and learning, a man, who, by 
fuperior perfonal merit alone, had made his way to fu- 


J 


preme dignity, and had even obliged the parliament to 
make him a tender of the crown, was yet incapable of 
exprefiing himfelf on this occafion, but in a manner 
which 


seypeee 
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which a peafant of the moft ordinary capaci y would 
a1 4kl x ] ¢ 
juitly be afhamed of °, 


THE oppofition, which Cromwel dreaded, was not 
that which came from Lambert and his adherents,, whom 
he now regarded as capital enemies, and whom he, was 

oS £ 2 
refolved, on the frf occation, to deprive of all power and 
authority: It. was that which he met with in his own 
family, and from.men who, by intereft as well as incli- 
Yo > > 


h We fhall produce any paffage at random: For his difcourfe is all of a 
Piece, «¢ [ confefs, for it behoves me to deal plainly with you, I muft con- 
fefs, T would fay, hope, I may be underftood in this, for indeed I muft 
“© be teader whar { fay to: fuch:an audience as this; I fay, Pwould be ender~ 

ftood, that in this argument f do not make parallel betwixt men of adifs 
** ferent mind and a parliament, which tha!l have their defires, I know 
there is no comparifon, nor can it be urged Upon me, that my words have 
§* the leaft colour that way; becaufe the’ parliament feems to give liberty to 
me to fay any.thing to you; as that, that is a tender of my humble reafons 
aod judgement and opinion to them: and if I think they are fuch and will 


“ be fuch to them, and are faithful fervants and will be fo to the fupreme 

** authority, and the leviflative wherefoever it is: IF f fay I fhould not 
y> £ Ys 

“ 


tell you, knowing their minds to be fo, I thould not be faithful, if ¥ 
should not tell you fo, to'the end you May report it to the parliament + J 
fhall fay fomething for myfelf, for my own mind, Ido profeys it, Lam 
nota man ferupulous ‘about Words or names of fuch things Fhave nots: 
4 But as I have the word of God, andI hope I thal! ever have ir,’ for the 
tule of my confcience, for my-informations ; fo truly men that have been 
led in dark paths, through the providence and difpenfation of God; why 
furely it is not to be objected to a man; for who can love to walk in the 
“* dark? But providence does fo difpofe. And though a man may impute 
his own folly and blindnels to providence finfully, yet it mu@ be at my 
peril; the cafe may be that it is the providence of God, that doth lead 
** men in darknefs: I muft need fay, that Ihave had a great deal of experj= 
“© ence of providence, and though it is no rule without or again the word, 
«yet it is a very good expofitor of the word in many'cafes.”” Conference at 
Whitehall, The great defe& in Oliver’s {peeches confifts not in his want of 
elocution, but in his want of ideas, The fagacity of his actions, and the 
abfurdity of his difcourfe, form the moft prodigious contraft that ever was 
known. The colleétion of all his fpeeches, letters, fermons (for he alfo 
wrote fermons) would make a great curiofity, and with a few exceptions 
might juftly pafs for one of the moft nonfenfical books in the worlds 
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nation, were the moft devoted to him. Fleetwood had 
married his daughter: Defborow his fifter: Yet thefe 
men, actuated by principle alone, could, by no perfwa- 
fion, artifice, or entreaty, be induced to confent, that 
their friend and patron fhould be invefted with regal dig- 
nity. They told him, that, if he accepted of the crown, 
they would inftantly throw: up their commiffions, and 
never afterwards fhould have it in their power to ferve 
him i, Colonel Pride procured a petition againft the 
office of king, figned by a majority of the officers, who 
were in London and the neighbourhood. Several perfons, 
it was faid, had entered into an engagement to murder 
the protector within a few hours after he fhould have 
accepted the offer of the parliament. Some fadden mu- 
tiny in the army was juftly dreaded. And upon the 


whole, Cromwel, after the agony and perplexity of long 


doubt, was at laft obliged to refufe that crown, which 
the reprefentatives of the nation, in the moft felemn 
manner, had tendered to him. Moft hifforians are in- 
clined to blame his choice; but he muft be allowed the 
beft judge of his own fituation. And in fuch compli- 
cated fubjects, the alteration of a very minute circum- 
fiance, unknown to the fpectator,. will often be fufficient 
to caft the balance, and render a determination, which, 


in itfelf, may be uneligible, very prudent, or even abfo- 


lutely neceffary to the actor. 

A DREAM or prophecy, lord Clarendon mentions, 
which, he affirms, (and he muft have known the truth} 
was univerfally talked of almoft from the beginning of the 
civil wars, and long before Cromwel was fo confiderable 
a perfon as to beftow upon it any degree of probability. 
In this prophecy it was foretold, that Cromwel fhould be 
the greateft man in England, and would nearly, but ne- 
ver would, fully, mount the throne. Such a prepoiieffion 


% Thurloe, vol. vie p. 26% 2 


probably 
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probably arofe from the héated imagination either of him-C res Pe 
felf or of his followers ; and as it might be one caufe of ances 
the great progrefs, which he had already made; it is not 1657. 
an unlikely reafon, which may be affigned; for his refu- 
fing at this time any farther elevation, 

THE parliament, when the regal dignity was rejected 
by Cromwel, found themfelyes obliged to retain the name 
of a commonwealth and protector ; and as the govern- 
ment was hitherto a manifeft ufurpation, it was thought 
proper to fanctify it bya feeming choice of the people and 
their reptefentatives. — Inftead of the inffrument of goverit~ 
ment, which was the work of the general officers alone, 
an humble petition and advice was framed, and offered to Rene tg 
the protector by the parliament, This was reprefented asadvice, 
the great bafis of the republican eftablifhment, regulating 
and limiting the powets of each member of the conftitu- 
tion, and fecuring the liberty of the people to the mo 
remote pofterity, By this deed, the authority of protec. 
tor was in fome particulars enlarged; Ih others, it was 
confiderably diminifhed; - He had the power of nominats 
ing his fucceffor; he had a perpetual revenue’ affigned 
him, a million a year for the pay of the fleet and army, 
three hundred thoufand pounds for the fupport of civil: 
government; and he had authority to name atiother houfe, 
who fhould enjoy their feats during. lifes and exercife. 
fome funétions of the: former houfe.of peers. But he 
abandoned the power affumed in the intervals of parlia= 
ment, of framing laws with the confent of -his council 3 
and he agreed, that no members of either houfe fhould be : 
excluded but by the confent of that houfe; of which they 
were members. The other articles were in the main the 
fame as in the inftrument of government... The infiru- 
ment of government Cromwel had formerly extolled as 
the moft perfect work of human invention: He now re- 
prefented it as a rotten plank, upon which -no man could 

Ea truft 
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truft himfelf without finking. Even the humble petition 


Lanny and advice, which he extolled in its turn, appeared fo 


1057. 


e6th June, 


lame and imperfect, that it was found requifite, this very 
feflion, to mend it by a fupplement ; and after all, it may 
be regarded as a crude and undigefted model of govern- 
ment, It was, however, accepted for the voluntary deed 
of the whole people in the three united nations; and 
Cromwel, as if his power had juft commenced from this 
popular confent, was anew inaugurated in Weftminfter 
Hall, after the moft folemn and moft pompous manner. 

-Fue parliament having adjourned itfelf, the protector 
deprived: Lambert of all his commifiions); but ftill allow- 
ed him a confiderable penfion, of 2000 pounds a year, as 
a bribe for his future peaceable deportment. - Lambert’s: 
authority in the army, to the furprife of every body, was 
found immediately to expire with the lofs of his commif- 
fion., Packer and fome other officers, whom Cromwel 
fufpected, were alfo. difplaced. 

RicHarp, eldeft:fon of the prote&tor, was brought to 
court, introduced: into public bufinefs, and thenceforth 
regarded by many as his heir in the protectorfhip ; though 
Cromwel fometimes employed the grofs artifice of flatter- 
ing others with hopes of the fucceflion. Richard was a 
perfon poflefled of the moft peaceable, inoffenfive, unam- 
bitious character ; and had hitherto lived contentedly in 
the country on a fmall eftate, which his wife had brought 
him, ~All the activity, which he difcovered, and which 
never was great, was however exerted to beneficent pur- 
pofes: At the time of the king’s trial, he had fallen on 
his knees before his father, and had conjured him, by 
€évery tye of duty and humanity, to fpare the life of that 
monarch. -Cromwel had two daughters unmarried : One 
of them he now gave in marriage to the grandfon and 
heir of his great friend, the earl of Warwic, with whom 
he had, in every fortune, preferved an uninterrupted in- 

timacy 
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timacy and good correfpondence : The other, he marrie 


to the vifcount Fauconberg, of a family, formerly de- oly 
voted to the royal party. . He was ambitious of forming 1657 
connexions with the nobility ; and it was one chief mo- 
tive for his defiring the title of king, that he might re- 
place every thing in its natural order, and reftore, to the 
ancient families, that truft and honeur, of which he now 
found himfelf obliged, for his own fafety, to deprive 
them. 

THE parliament. was again aflembled ; confifting, as ais 

2oth Jane 


in the times of monarchy, of two houfes, the commons 
and the other houfe, Cromwel, during the interval, had 
fent writs to his houfe of peers, which confifted of fixty 
members. ‘They were compofed of five or fix ancient 
peers, of feveral gentlemen of fortune and diftinGion, 
and of fome officers wlio had rifen from the meaneft pro- 
feffions. None of the ancient peers, however, though 
fummoned by writ, would deign to accept of a feat, 
which they muft fhare with fuch companions as were 
affigned them. The protector endeavoured at firft to 
maintain the appearance of a legal magiftrate. He placed 
no guard at the door of either houfe: But foon found 
how incompatible liberty is with military ufurpations. 
By bringing fo great a number of his friends and adherents 
into the other houfe, he had loft the majority among the 
national reprefentatives. In confequence of a claufe in 
the humble petition and advice, the commons affumed a 
power of re-admitting thofe members, whom the council 
had formerly excluded. Sir Arthur Hazelrig and fome 
others, whom Cromwel had created lords, rather chofe 
to take their feat with the commons. An inconteftible 
majority now declared themfelves againft the protector ; 
and they refufed to acknowledge the jurifdiction of that 
other houfe, which he had eftablifhed: Even the vali- 
dity of the humble petition and advice was queftioned ; 
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P. as being voted by a parliament, which Jay under force, 


i». and which was deprived by military violence of a confi- 


~ $658, 


th Feb, 


derable number of its members. ‘The protector, dread- 
ing combinations between the parliament and the malcon- 
tents in the. army, was refolved to allow no leifure for 
the forming any confpiracy againft him; and with great 
expreflions of anger and difpleafure, he diffolved ‘the par= 
liament. When urged by Fleetwood and others of his 
friends not to precipitate himfelf into this rath meafure, 
he fwore by the living God, that they fhould not fit a 
moment longer. 


THESE diftraG@ions at home were not able to take off 


‘ the prote@tor’s attention from foreign affairs; and in all 


his meafures he procecded with the fame vigour and en-~ 
terprize, as if fecure of the duty and attachment of the 
three kingdoms. His alliance with Sweden he {till fup- 
ported ; and he endeavoured to affift that crown in its 
fuccefsful enterprizes, for reducing all its neighbours to 
fubjection, and rendering itfelf abfolute mafter of the 
Baltic, As foon as Spain declared war again{ft him, he’ 
concluded a peace and an alliance with France, and 
united himfelf in all his counfels with that potent and 
ambitious kingdom. Spain, having long courted in vain 
the friendfhip of the fuccefsful ufurper, was reduced at 
laft to apply to the unfortunate prince. Charles formed 
a league with Philip, removed his {mall court to Bruges 
in the Low Countries, and raifed four regiments of his 
own fubjeéts, whom he employed in the Spanifh fervice, 
The duke of York, whe had, with applaufe, ferved fome 
campaigns in the French army, and who had merited the 
particular efteem of marfhal Turenne, now joined his 
brother, and continued to feek military experience under 
don John of Auftria and the prince of Condé, 

Tue. fcheme of foreign politics, adopted by the pro- 
tector, was highly imprudent, but was {uitable to that 
magnanimity 
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magnanimity and enterprize, with which he was {fo fig- 
nally endowed. He was pafticularly defirous of conquett 
and dominion on the continent *; and he fent over into 
Flanders fix thoufand men under Reynolds, who joined 
the French army commanded by Turenne. In the former 
campaign, Mardyke was taken, and put into the hands 
of the Englifh. Early this campaign, fiege was laid to 
Dunkirk ; and when the Spanifh army advanced to re- 
lieve it, the combined armies of France and England 
marched out of their trenches, and fought the battle of 
the Dunes, where the Spaniards were totally defeated !. 
The valour of the Englifh was much remarked on this 
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occafion. Dunkirk, being foon after furrendered, was Dunkirk 


by agreement delivered to Cromwel. He committed the 
government of that important place to Lockhart, a 
Scotchman of ability, who had married his niece, and 
was his ambaflador at the court of France, 

Tuis acquifition was regarded by the proteétor as the 
means only of obtaining farther advantages. He was re~ 


k He afpired to get poffeffion of Elfinore and the paflage of the Sound. 
See World’s Miftake in Oliver Cromavel, He alfo endeavoured to get pofteflion 
of Bremen, Thurloe, vol. vi. p. 478. 

1 St was remarked by the faints of that time, that the battle was fought 
on a day which was held for a faft.in London, fo that as Fleetwood faid 
(Thurloe, vol. vii, p. 159.) while we weve praying, they were fighting 5 


and the Lord hath given a fignal anfwer. ‘The Lord has not only owned us 


in our work there, but in our waiting upon him in @ way of prayer, which 


is indeed our old experienced approved way in all freights and difficulties, 
Cromwel’s letter to Blake and Montague, his brave admirals, is remarkable 
for the fame fpirit. Thurloe, vol, iv. p..744. You have, fays he, as I 
verily believe and am perfuaded, a plentiful ftock, of prayers going for you 
daily, fent up by the febere and moft approved minifters and chriftians in 
this)nation, and, notwithfanding fome difcouragements, very much wreft- 
ling of faith for you, which arc to us, and ¥ truft will be to you, matter of 
great encouragement, But notwithftanding all’this, it will be good for you 
and us to deliver up ourfelves and all our aflzirs to the difpofition of our alle 
wife Father, who not only out of prerogative, but becaufe of his goodnefs, 
wifdom and truth, ought to be refigned unto by his creatures, efpecially thofe 
who are children of his begetting through the fpirit, é&c. 
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ed to concert meafures with the French court for the 


w-~-— final conqucft and partition of the Low. Countries =, 


Had he lived much longer, and maintained his authority 
in Eneland, fo chimerical or rather fo dangerous a. pros 
ject, would certainly have been carried into execution. 
And this firft and principal ftep towards: more extenfive 
conqueft, which France, during a whole century, has 
never yet been able, by an infinite expence of blood and 
treafure, fully to attain, had at once been accomplifhed 
by the enterprizing, though unfkilful politics of Crom- 
wel, . 

Dorine thefe tranfa@tions, great demonftrations of 
mutual friendfhip and regard pafled between the French 
king and the protector. Lord Fauconberg, Cromwel’s 
fon-in-law, was difpatched to Louis, then in the camp 
before Dunkirk ; and was received with the fame regard, 
ufually payed to foreign princes by the French court *, 
Mazarine fent to London his nephew Mancini, along 
with the duke of Crequi; and exprefied his regret, that 
his urgent affairs fhould deprive him of the honour, 
which he had long wifhed for, of paying, in perfon, his 
refpects to the greateft-man in the world 2. 

THE protector reaped little fatisfaction from the fuc- 
cefs of his arms abroad: The fituation, in which he 
ftood at home, kept him in perpetual uneafinefs and in- 
quietude, His adminiftration, fo expenfive both by mi- 
litary enterprizes and f{ecret intelligence, had exhaufted 
his revenue, and involved him in a confiderable debt, 
The royalifts, he heard, had renewed their confpiracies, 
for_a general infurrection; and Ormond was fecretly 
come over with a view of concerting meafures for the 


m Thurloe, vol. i, p, 762. ® Ibid. vol. vii. p, rgr, 158, 

© In reality the cardinal had not entertained fo high an idea of Cromwele 
He ufed to fay, that he was a fortunate madman, Vie de Cromwel par 
Raguenet. See alfo Carte’s Collection, vol, ii, Pp. 8x. Gumble’s Life of 


Monk, p. 93. World’s Miftake in @, Cromwel, Peso 
execution 
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execution of this project, Lord Fairfax, Sir William C H A P, 
Waller, and many heads of the prefbyterians, had fecretly , ea 
entered into the engagement. Even the army was in- 1658 
fected with the general fpirit of difcontent; and fome 
fudden and dangerous eruption was every moment to be 
dreaded from it. No hopes remained, after his violent 
breach with the laft parliament, that he would ever be 
able to eftablifh,-with general confent, a legal fettlement, 
or temper the military with any mixture of civil autho- 
rity. All his arts and. policy were exhaufted; and hay- 
ing fo often, by fraud and falfe pretences, deceived every 
party, and almoft every individual, he could no longer 
hope, by repeating the fame profeflions, to meet wit 
equal confidence and regard. 

However zealous the royalifts, their confpiracy took 
not effect: Willis difcovered t! e whole to the proteCtor. 
Ormond was obliged to fly, and he deemed himfelf for- 
tunate to have efcaped fo vigilant an adminiftration. : 
Great numbers were thrown into prifon, A high court _ 
of juftice was anew erected for the trial of thofe criminals, 
whofe guilt was moft apparent. Notwithftanding the 
recognition of his authority by the laft parliament, the 
protector could not, as yet, truft to an unbyafled jury. 
Sir Henry Slingfby, and Dr. Huet were condemned and, 
beheaded. Mordaunt, brother to the earl of Peterborow, 
narrowly efcaped...The numbers for his condemnation 
and his acquittal were equal; and juft as the fentence 
was pronounced in his favour, colonel Pride, who was 
refolved to condemn him, came into court, Afhton, 
Storey, and Beftley were hanged in different ftreets of the 
city, 

THE confpiracy of the Millenarians in the army ftruck 
Cromwel with ftill greater apprehenfions. Harrifon and 
the other difcarded officers of that party could not remain 
at reft. Stimulated equally by revenge, by ambition, 
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and by confcience, they ftill harboured in their breaft 


wear fome defperate projet; and there wanted not officers in 


3658, 


the army, who, from like motives, were difpofed to fe- 
cond all their undertakings. ‘The leyellers and agitators 
had been encouraged by Cromwel to interpofe with their 
advice in all political deliberations ; and he had even pre- 
tended to honour many of them with his intimate friend- 
fhip, while he conduéted his daring enterptizes againft 
the! king and the parliament. It was an ufual practice 


- with him, in order to familiarize himfelf the more with 


the agitators, who were commonly corporals or ferjeants, 
to take them to bed with him, and there, after prayers 
and exhortations, to difcufs together their projeé&ts and 
principles, political as well as religious. Having aflumed 
the dignity of protector, he excluded them ftom all his 


‘ councils, and had neither leifure. nor inclination ‘to 


indulge them any farther in thcir wonted familiarities. 
Among thofe who were enraged at this alteration was 
Sexby ; an adtive agitator, who now employed againft 
him all that reftefs induftry, which had formerly been 
exerted in his favour. He even went fo far as to enter 
into a negotiation with Spain ; and Cromwel, who knew 
the diftempers of the army, was juftly afraid of fome 
mutiny, to which a day, an hour, an inftant, might” 
provide leaders, 

“OF aflafinations likewife he was apprehenfive, from 
the zealous fpirit, which aQuated the foldiers. Sinder- 
come had undertaken to murder him ; and, by the moft 
unaccountable accidents, had often been prevented from 
executing his bloody purpofe. His’ defign was difco- 
vered ; but the protector could never find the bottom of 
the enterprize, nor deteé any of his accomplices, He 
was tried by a jury; and notwithftanding the general 
odium attending that crime, notwithftanding the clear 


-and full proof of his guilt, fo little conviction prévailed 


of 


ie 
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of the protector’s right to the fupreme government, it C H AP 
was with the utmoft difficulty ? that this confpirator was =e 
condemned. When every thing was prepared for his 1658. 
execution, he was found dead; from poifon, as is fup- 
pofed, which he had voluntarily taken. 

THE protector might better have fupported thofe fears 
and apprehenfions, which the public diftempers: occa 
fioned, had he enjoyed any domeftic fatisfation, or pof- 
feffed any cordial friend of his own family, in whofe 
bofom he could fafely have unloaded his anxious and cor- 
roding cares. But Fleetwood, his fon-in-law, a€tuated 
with the wildeft zeal, began to eftrange him(elf from him ; 
and was enraged to difcover, that Cromwel, in all his 
enterprizes, had entertained views of promoting his own 
grandeur, more than of encouraging piety and religion; 
of which he made fuch fervent profeflions. His eldeft 
daughter, married to Fleetwood, had adopted republican 
principles fo vehement, that fhe could not with patience 
behold power lodged in a fingle perfon, even in her in- 
dulgent father. His other daughters were no lefs preju- 
diced in favour of the royal caufe, and regreted. the 
violences and iniquities, into which, they thought, their 
family had fo unhappily been tranfported. But above all, 
the ficknefs of Mrs. Claypole, his peculiar favorite, a 
lady endued with many humane virtues, and amiable ac- 
¢omplifhments, deprefied his anxious mind, and poifoned 
all his enjoyments. She had entertained a high regard 
for Dr. Huet, lately executed ; and being refufed his par- 
don, the melancholy of her temper, encreafed by her 
diftempered body, had prompted her to lament to her 
father all his fanguinary meafures, and urge him to com= 
punction for thofe heinous crimes, into which his fatal 
gmbition had betrayed him. Her death, which followed 
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c 1k P. foon after, gave new edge to every word, which the had 
ere uttered, 
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ALL compofure of mind was now for ever fled from the 
protector: He felt, that the grandeur, which he had ate 
tained with fo much guilt and courage, could not enfure 
him that tranquillity, which it belongs to virtue alone, 
and moderation fully to afcertain. Overwhelmed with 
the load of public affairs, dreading perpetually fome fatal 
accident in his diftempered government, feeing nothing 
around him but treacherous friends or enraged enemies, 
pofleffing the confidence of no party, refting his title on - 
no principle, civil or religious, he found his power to 
depend on fo delicate a poize of factions and interefts, as 
the fmalleft event was able, without any preparatiagf” in 
a@ moment to overturn. Death too, which, with fuch 
fignal intrepidity, he had braved in the field, being incef- 
fantly threatened by the poniards of fanatical or interefted 
aflaffins, was ever prefent to his terrified apprehenfion, and 

‘haunted him in every fcene of bufinefs or repofe. Each 
action of his life betrayed the terrors under which he 
laboured. The afpec of ftrangers was uneafy to him: 
With a piercing and anxious eye he furveyed every face, 
to which he was not daily accuftomed. He never moved 
a ftep without ftrong guards attending him: He wore 
armour under his cloaths, and farther fecured himfelf by 
offenfive weapons, a fword, falchion, and piftols, which 
he always carried about him. He returned from no place 
by the dire&t road, or by the fame way which he went. 
Every journey he performed with hurry and precipita- 
tion. Seldom he flept above three nights together in the 
fame chamber : And he never let it be known beforehand 
what chamber he intended to choofe, nor entrufted him- 
felf in any, which was not provided with back-doors, at 
which fentinels were carefully placed. Society terrified 
him, while he refleGted on his numerous, unknown, and 
implacable 
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implacable enemies: Solitude aftgniithied him, by with- 
drawing that protection, which he found fo neceflary for 
his fecurity. 

His body alfo, from the contagion of his anxious 
mind, began to be affected; and his health feemed very 
fenfibly to.decline. He was feized with a flow fever, 
which changed into a tertian ague. » For the fpace of a 
week, no dangerous fymptoms appeared; and in the in- 
tervals of the fits he was able to walk abroad. At length, 
the fever encreafed, and he himfelf began to entertain 
fome thoughts of death, and to caft his eye towards that 
future psrifiaices whofe idea had once been intimately 
prefent to him; though fince, in the hurry of affairs, 
and in the Besck of wars and factions, it had, no doubt, 
been confiderably obliterated. He afked Goodwin, one 
of his preachers, if the doctrine were true, that the elect 
could never fall or fuffer a final reprobation.. << Nothing 
** more certain,” replied the preacher, ** Then am I 
“* fafe,” faid the protector: ‘* For I am fure that once L 
*< was in a ftate of grace.” 

Hits phyficians were fenfible of the perilous condition, 
to which his diftemper had reduced him: But his chap- 
lains,. by their prayers, vifions, and revelations, fo 
buoyed up his hopes, that he began to believe his life 
out. of all danger. A favourable anfwer, it was pre= 
tended, had been returned by heaven to the petitions of 
all the godly ; and he relied on their afleverations much 
more than on the opinion of the moft experienced phyfi- 
cians, ‘I tell you,” he cried with confidence to the lat- 
ter, “I tell you, I thall not die of this diftemper: I am 
** well aflured of my recovery. It is. promifed by the 
<* Lord, not only to my fupplications, but to thofe of 
‘* men who hold a ftri¢ter commerce and more intimate 
correfpondence with him. Ye may have {kill in your 
** profeffion ; but nature can do more than all the phy- 
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CHAP.  ficians in the world, and God is far above naturé 9.” 
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w—— Nay, to fuch a degree of madnefs did their enthufiaftic 


3658, 


His death, 


and charac- 
ier, 


affurances mount, that, upon a faft day, which was 
obferved, on his account; both at Hampton Court and at 
White-hall, they did not fo much pray for his health, as 
give thanks for the undoubted pledges, which they had 
received of his recovery. He himfelf was overheard offers 
ing up his addrefles to heaven; and fo far had the illus 
fions of fanaticifm prevailed over the plaineft diGates of 
natural morality, that he affumed more the charaéter of 
a mediator, in interceding for his people, than that of a 
criminal, whofe atrocious violation of focial duty had; 
from every tribunal, human and divine, merited the 
fevereft vengeance. 

MEANWHILE all the fymptoms began to wear a more 
fatal afpect ; and the phyficians were obliged to break 
filence, and to declare that the prote€tor could not furvive 
the next fit, with which he was threatened. The coun- 
cil was alarmed. A deputation was fent to know his 
will with regard to his fucceflor. His fenfes were gone, 
and he could not now exprefs his intentions. They! 
afked him whether he did not mean, that his eldeft for; 
Richard, fhould fucceed him in the protectorfhip, A 
fimple affirmative was, or feemed to be extorted from 
him. Soon after, on the, 3d of September, that very 


day, which he had always confidered as the moft for2 


tunate for him, he expired. A violent tempeft, which 
immediately fueceeded his death, ferved as a fubje& of 
difcourfe to the vulgar. His partizans, as well as his 
opponents, were fond of remarking this event; and each 
of them endeavoured, by forced ‘inferences, to interpret 
it/as a confirmation of their particular prejudices. 

“THE writers, attached to the memory of this wonder= 
ful perfon, make his character, with regard to abilities, 
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bear the air of the moft extravagant panegyric: HisC H AP, 
enemies form fuch a reprefentation of his moral qualities _ 2%" 
as refembles the moft virulent invetive. Both of them, 1658. 
it muft be confeffed, are fupported by fuch ftriking cir- 
eumftances in his conduct and fortune as beftow on their 
reprefentation a great air of probability. * What can 

** be more extraordinary,” it is faid', ¢ than that a per= 

** fon, of private birth and education, no fortune, no 

“* eminent qualities of body, which haye fometimes, nor 

*¢ fhining talents of mind, which have often raifed men: 
** to the higheft dignities, fhould have the courage ta 
** attempt and the abilities to execute fo great a defign as 
“ the fubverting one of the moft ancient and beft eftas 
** blifhed monarchies in the world? That he ‘fhould 
** have the power and boldnefs to put his prince and mas 
“* fter to an open and infamous death? Should banifh, 
‘* that numerous and ftrongly allied family ? Cover all 
** thefe temerities under a feeming obedience to a parlia- 
““ ment, in whofe fervice he pretended to be retained ? 
‘¢ ‘Trample too upon that parliament in their turn, and 
‘¢ fcornfully expel them as foon as they gave him ground 
“< of diffatisfaction ? Ereét in their place the dominion of 
“< the faints, and give reality to the moft vifionary ideas 
“* which the heated imagination of any fanatic was ever 
** able to entertain? Supprefs again that monfter in its 
‘* infancy, and openly fet up himself above all things 
“* that ever were called fovereign in England? Over- 
<< come firft all his enemies by arms, and all his friends 
*¢ afterwards by artifice? Serve all parties patiently fora 
** while, and command them victorioufly at lat? Over- 
s* run each corner of the three nations, and fubdue with 
“* equal facility, both the riches of the fouth, and the 
“© poverty of the north? Be feared and courted by all 


® Cowley’s Difcourfes: This paflage is altered in fome particulars from the 
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CH AP. © foreign princes, and be adopted a brother to the gods 


“¢ of the earth? Call together parliaments. with a word 
*¢ of his pen, and fcatter them again with the breath of 
*¢ his mouth? Reduce to fubjection a warlike and dif- 
“¢ contented nation, by means of a mutinous army ? 
*¢ Command a mutinous army by means of feditious and 
“¢ factious officers? Be humbly and daily petitioned, 
*¢ that he would be pleafed, at the rate of millions a 
“¢ year, to be hired as matter of thofe who had hired him 
© before to be their fervant? Have the eftates and lives 
“< of three nations as much at his difpofal as was orice the 
*¢ little inheritance of his father, and be as noble and 
liberal in the fpending of them? And laftly (for there 
* js no end of enumerating every particular of his glory) 
¢ with one word bequeath all this power and fplendor to — 
*< his pofterity? Die poflefled of peace at home and tri- 
«© umph-abroad? Be buried among kings, and with more 
“than recal folemnity ? And leave a name behind him 
“<-not to be extinguifhed but with the whole: world ; 
© which as it was too little for his praife, fo might it 
s¢ have been for his conquefts, if the fhort line of his 
“ mortal life could have ftretched out to the extent of his 
<* immortal defigns ?” 


a 
° 


My intention is not to disfigure this picture, drawn by 
fo mafterly a hand: T fhall only endeavour to remove 
from it fomewhat of the marvellous; a circumftance 
which, on all occafions, gives. much ground for doubt 
and fufpicion. It feems to me, that the circumftance of 
Cromwel’s life, in which his abilities are principally dif- 


. covered, is his rifing, from a private ftation, in oppofi- 


tion to fo many rivals, fo much adyanced before him, to_ 
a high command and authority in the army. His great 
courage, his fignal military talents, his eminent dexterity 
and addrefs, were all requifite for this important acqui- 
fition, Yet will not this promotion appear the effect of 
F fupernatural 
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fupernatural abilities, when we confider; that Fairfax © HAP. 


LXI, 


himfelf, a private gentleman; who had not the advantage «iy 


of a feat in parliamient; had, through the fame fteps, 


attained even a fuperior rank, and, if endued with com- 


mon capacity and penetration, had been able to retain it. 
To incite fuch an army to rebellion againit the parlia- 
ment, required no uncommon art or induftry: To have 
kept them in obedierice had been the more difficult enter- 
prize, When the breach was once formed between the 
military and civil powers; a fupreme and abfolute autho» 
rity, from that moment, \is devolved. on the general ; 
and if he is afterwards pleafed'to employ artifice or policy, 
it may be regarded} on! moft occafions, as great conde- 
{cerifion, if not as fuperfluous caution. -That-Cromwel 
was, ever able really. to:blind or over-reach,; either the 
king or the republicans, does, net appear: As they pofs 
fefled no means of iefifting’ the force under his command, 
they were glad to. temporize with him, and; by feeming 
to be deceived, wait for opportunities of freeing themfelves 
from his dominion. If -he feduced the military fanatics, 
itis to be confidered; that their intereft and his evidently 
concurred, that their ighorarice and low education ex« 
pofed theth to the grofleft impofition, and that he himfelf 
was at bottom as frantic:an enthufiatt as the,worf of them, 
and, inorder to obtain their’ confidenee;,. needed but to 
difplay thofe vulgar and ridiculous habits, which he bad 
early acquired, and-ori)which he fetfo high a’value. An 
army is fo forcible, and at the fame. time fo coarfe a wea+ 
pon, that any hand,; which wields it, mays, without 
much dexterity, perform any. operation; and-attain any 
afcendant, in human fociety. 

Tue domeftic adminittration of Cromwel, though: it 
difcovers ‘great ability, was condu@ed without any plan 
either of liberty of arbitrary. power Perhaps, his difficult 
fituation admitted of ‘neither. \ His foreign enterprizes, 
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- though full of intrepidity, were pernicious. to national 


intereft, and feem more the refult of impetuous fury or 
narrow prejudices, than of cool forefight and deliberation, 
An eminent perfonage, however, he was in many refpects, 
and even a fuperior genius ; but unequal and irregular in 
his operations. And though not defective in any talent, 
except that of elocution, the abilities, which in him were 
moft admirable, and which moft contributed to his mar- 
vellous fuccefs, were the magfianimous refolution of his 
enterprizes, and his peculiar dexterity in difcovering the 
charatters, and practifing on the weaknefles of mankind. 

Ir we furvey the moral charater of Cromwel with that 
indulgence, which is due to the blindnefs and infirmities 
of the human fpecies, we fhall not be inclined to load his 
memory with fuch violent reproaches as thofe which his 
enemies ufually throw upon it. Amidft the paffions and 
prejudices of that time, that he fhould prefer the parlia- 
mentary to the royal caufe, will not appear extraordinary $ 
fince, even at prefent, fome men of fenfe and knowledge 
are difpofed to think, that the queftion, with regard to 
the juftice of the quarrel, may be regarded as doubtful 
and ambiguous. The murder of the king, the moft atro= 
cious of all his actions, was to him covered under a 
mighty cloud of republican and fanatical illufions ; and 
it is not impoffible, but he might believe it, as many 
others did, the moft meritorious action, that he could 
perform. His fubfequent ufurpation was the effet of 
neceflity, as well as of ambition; nor is it eafy to fee, 
how the various faétions could at that time have been re« 
ffrained, without 2 mixture of military and arbitrary 
authority. The private deportment of Cromwel, as a 
fon, a hufband, a father, a friend, is expofed to no con- 
fiderable cenfure, if it does not rather merit praife. And 
upon the whole, his character does not appear more exe 
traordinary and unufual by the mixture of fo much abfur- 
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dity with fo much penetration, than by his tempering C 


fuch violent ambition and fuch enraged fanaticifin with fo 
ae | 


much regard to juftice and humanity. 

CROMWEL was in the fifty-ninth year of his ace whe: 
he died. He was of a robuft frame of | body, aid ofa 
manly, though not of an agreeable afpect. He left only 
two fons, Rivhard and Henty; and three daughters ; one 
married to general Fleetwood, another to lord F aiah- 
berg, a third to lord Rich; His father died when he was 
young: His mother lived till after he was protector 
and, contrary to her orders; he buried her as great 
pomp in Weftminfter Abbey. She could not be pe erfuad- 
ed, that his power or perfon was ever in fafety, At every 
noife, which fhe heard, fhe exclaimed, that her fon was 
murdered ; and was never fatishied that he was alive, if 
fhe did not receive frequent vifits from him, She was a 
decent woman; and by her frugality and indu iftry had 
raifed and educated a numerous family upon a fmall for- 
tune. She had even been obliged to fet up a brewe ry at 
Huntingdon, which the Managed to good advantage ‘ 
Hence Cromwel, in the invectives of that age, is often 
ftigmatized with the name of the Brewer. Ludlow, by 
way of infult, mentions the great acceffion, which he 
would receive to his royal revenues upon his mother’s 
death; who poffeffed a jointure of fixty pounds a year upon 
his eftate. She was of a good family, of the name of 
Stuart; remotely allied, as is by fome fupp sitet to ‘the 
royal family, 
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Richard aknowledged protecior—-- parliament—-- 

Cabal f Wallingford Houfe—— Richard depofed 
Img parliament or Rump  refiered ——Con- 
Jpiracy of the royalifis 
prefjed—Parliament expelled 
General Monk—— 


Monk ceclares for the parliament 


Infurr ettion —— Sup- 


Parliament 
refored—— Monk enters London, declares for a free 


parlianent——Sccluded members reftored 
parlianent diffolved——New parliament- 


Long 
The 


Reftoraion—— Manners and arts. 


LL the arts of Cromwel’s policy had been fo often 
pradifed, that they began to lofe their effect; and 

his power, inftead of being confirmed by time and fuc- 
cefs, feemd every day to become more uncertain and 
precarious. His friends the moft clofely.conneéted with 
him, and iis counfellors the moft.trufted, were entering 
into cabal: againft his authority ; and with: all his pene+ 
tration int) the characters of men, he could not find any 
minifters, on whom he could rely. Men of probity and 
honour, h: knew, would not fubmit to be the inftru- 
ments of am ufurpation, violent and illegal: Thofe, whe 
were free from the reftraint of principle, might betray, 
for interef, that caufe, in which, from no better mo- 
tives, they had inlifted themfelves. Even thofe, on whom 
he conferrd any favour, never deemed the recompence 
‘an equivakng for the facrificss, which they made to ob- 
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fain it: Whoever was refufed any demand, juftified his C Bs Pe 
anger by the fpecious colours of confcience and of duty wosesaag 
Such difficulties furrounded the protector, that his dying  *°5%- 
at fo critical a time, is eftéemed by many the moft fortu- 

nate circumftance that ever attended him; and it was 
thought, that all his courage and dexterity could not 

much longer have extended his ufurped adminiftration, 


Bur when that potent hand was removed, which con= 
ducted the government, every one expected a fudden dif- 
folution of the unwieldy and ill-jointed fabric. Richard; 
a young man of no experience, educated in the country, 
accuftomed to a retired life, unacquainted with the officers 
and unknown to them, recommended by no military ex- 
ploits, endeared by no familiarities, could not long, it 
was thought, maintain that authority, which his father 
had acquired by fo many valorous atchievements, and 
fuch fienal fuccefles. And when it was obferved, that 
he poflefled only the virtues of private life, which in his 
fituation were fo many vices; that indolence, incapacity, 
irrefolution attended his facility and good nature; the 
various hopes of men were excited by the expectation of 
fome great event or revolution. For fome time, however, 
the public was difappointed in this‘opinion. The coun- Se aan 
cil recognized the fucceffion of Richard: Fleetwood, in protectur. 
whofe favour, it was fuppofed, Cromwel had formerly 
made a will, renounced all.claim or pretenfion to the 
protectorfhip: Henry, Richard’s brother, who governed 
Ireland with popularity, enfured him the obedience of 
that kingdom: Monk, whofe authority was well efta- 
blifhed in Scotland, being much attached -to the family 
of Cromwel, immediately proclaimed the new protector : 
The army, every where, the feet, acknowledged his 
title: Above ninety addrefles, from the counties and mof 
confiderable Corporations, congratulated him on his ac- 
ceffion, in all the terms of dutiful allegiance; Foreign 
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Cc ad P. minifters were forward in paying him the ufual compli; 


\—~—~) ments: And Richard, whofe moderate, unambitious 


1658. 


A parlia- 
gent. 


, 


character, never would have led him to contend for em- 
pire, was tempted to accept of fq rich an inheritance, 
which feemed to be tendered to him, by the confent of 
all mankind. 

Ir was found neceffary to call a parliament, in order’ 
to, furnifh fupplies, both for the ordinary adminiftration, 
and for fulfilling thofe engagements with foreign princes, 
particularly Sweden, into which the late proteétor had 
entered. In hopes of obtaining greater influence in elec- 
tions, the ancient right was reftored to all the fmall bur- 
roughs; and the counties were allowed no more than their 
accuftomed members. The houfe of peers or the other 
houfe confifted of the fame perfons, that had been ap- 
pointed by Oliver. 

ALL the commons, at firft, figned without hefitation 
an engagement not to alter the prefent government. They 
next proceeded to examine the humble petition and advice 5 
and after great oppofition and many vehement debates, it 
was, at ‘latt, with much difficulty, carried by the court- 
party to confirm it, An acknowledgement too of the 
authority of the other houfe was extorted from them ; 
though it was refolved not to treat this houfe of peers 

with any greater refpect than they fhould return to the 

commons. A declaration was alfo made, that the efta- 
blifhment of the other houfe fhould no wife prejudice 
the right of fuch of the ancient peers as had, from the 
beginning of the war, adhered to the parliament. But 
invalh:thefe proceedings; the oppofition among the com- 

ons was fo confiderable, and the debates were fo much 
prolonged, that all bufinefs was retarded, and great alarm 
given to the partizans of the young protector. 

Bur there was another Sas from which greater 
dangers were juftly apprehended, ‘Phe moft confiderable 
| officers 
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officers of the army, and even Fleetwood, brother-in- © H - Ps 
Jaw to the protector, were entering into cabals againft Wy 
him. No charaéter in human fociety is more dangerous 1659 
than that of the fanatic ; becaufe, if attended with weak 
judgment, he is expofed to the fuggeftions of others; if 
fupported by more difcernment, he is entirely governed 
by his own illufions, which fan&tify his moft felfith views 
and paffions. Fleetwood was of the former fpecies ; and 
being extremely addifted to a republic, and even to the 
fifth monarchy or dominion of the faints, it was eafy for 
thofe, who had infinuated themfelyes into his confidence, 
to initil difgufts againft the dignity of proteGtor, The 
whole republican party in the army, which was ftill con- 
fiderable, Fitz, Mafon, Mofs, Farley, united themfelves 
to that general. “The officers too of the fame party, 
whom Cromwe] had difcarded, Overton, Ludlow, Rich, 
Okey, Alured, began to appear, and to recover that au- 
thority, which had been only for a time fufpended. A 
party likewife, who found themfelves eclipfed in Richard’s 
favour, Sydenham, Kelfey, Berry, Haines, joined the 
cabal of the others. Even Defborow, the protector’s 
uncle, lent his authority to that faction. But above all, 
the intrigues of Lambert, who was now rouzed from 
his retreat, inflamed all thofe dangerous humours, and 
threatened the nation with fome great convulfion. All 
the difcontented officers eftablifhed their meetings in 
Fleetwood’s apartments; and becaufe he dwelt in Wal- Cabal of 
lingford houfe, the party received a denomination from Nou 
that place. ; 

RicHArD, who poffeffed neither refolution nor pene- 
tration, was prevailed on to give an unguarded confent 
for calling a general council of officers, who might make 
him propofals, as they pretended, for the good of the 
army. No fooner were they aflembled than they voted a 
remonitrance, They there lamented, that the good old 
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@, as they termed it, that is, the caufe, for which 
y > > 5 


yn they had engaged againft the king, was entirely negleéted 3 


1659. 


and they propofed as a remedy, that the whole military 
power fhould be entrufted to fome perfon, in whom they 
might all confide. The city militia, influenced by two 
aldermen, Tichburn and Ireton, expreffed the fame refo- 
lution of adhering to the good old caufe. 

THE proteCtor was juftly alarmed at thofe movements 
among the officers. ‘The perfons, in whom he chiefly 
confided, were, all of them, excepting Broghill, men _ 
of civil characters and profeffions; Fiennes,: Thurloe, 
Whitlocke, Wolfeley ; who could only affift him with 
their advice and-opinion. He poffefled none of thofe arts, 
which were proper to gain an enthufiaftic army. Mur- 
murs being thrown out ‘againft fome promotions, which 
he had made, Would you have me, {aid he, prefer none but 
the godly? Hereis Dick Ingoldfoy, continued he, who can 
neither pray nor preach; yet will I truft him before ye alls, 
This imprudence gave great offence-to the pretended 
faints. The other qualities of the proteéltor were cor- 
refpondent to thefe fentiments: He was of a gentle, hu- 
mane, and generous difpofition. Some of his party offer- 
ing to put an end to thofe intrigues by the death of Lam- 
bert, he declared, that he would not: purchafe power or 
dominion by. fuch fanguinary meafures, 

‘THE parliament was no lefs alarmed at the military 
cabals. They voted, that there fhould be no meeting or 
general council of officers, except with the proteétor’s 
confent, or by his orders. ‘This vote brought affairs 
immediately to a rupture. The officers haftened to Rich- 
ard, and demanded of him the diffolution of the parlia~ 
ment. Defborow, a man of ‘a clownifh and brutal.na- 
ture, threatened him, if he fhould refufe compliance, 
‘Khe protector wanted the refolution to deny, and pof- 
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felled little ability to refit. The parliament was dif- © cae 
folved ; and by the fame act, the protector was, by every Uo anms 
one, confidered as effe@ually dethroned, Soon after, he a. 9 
figned his demiffion in form. Richard dee 
Henry, the deputy of Ireland, was endowed with woes: 
the fame moderate difpofition as Richard; but as he en~ 
joyed more vigour and capacity, it was apprehended, that 
he might make refiftance. His popularity in Ireland was 
great; and even his perfonal authority, notwithftanding 
his youth, was confiderable. Had his ambition been 
very eager, he had, no doubt, been able to create dif- 
turbance: But being threatened by Sir Hardrefs Waller, 
colonel John Jones, and other officers, he very quietly 
refigned his command, and retired to England, He had 
once entertained thoughts, which he had not refolution 


to execute, of proclaiming the king in Dublin‘. 


Tuus fell, fuddenly and from an enormous height, 
but, by a rare fortune, without any hurt or injury, the 
family of the Cromwels. Richard continued to poflefs 
an eftate, which was moderate, and burdened too with a 
large debt, which he had contracted for the interment of 
his father, After the reftoration, though he remained 
unmolefted, he thought proper to travel for fome years; 
and at Pezenas in Languedoc he was introduced under a 
borrowed name to the prince of Conti. That prince, 
talking of Englifh affairs, broke out into admiration of 
Cromwel’s courage and capacity. ‘‘ But as for that poor 
“ pitiful fellow, Richard,” faid he, ‘* what has become 
¢ of him? How could he be fuch a blockhead as to reap 
“* no greater benefit from all his father’s crimes and fuc- 
“¢ ceffes?” Richard extended his peaceful and quiet life 
to an extreme old age, and died not till the latter end of 
queen Anne’s reign. His focial-virtues, more. valuable 
than the greateft capacity, met with a recompence, moyy 
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$559. THE council of officers, now pofleffed of fupreme 


authority, deliberated what form of government they 
fhould eftablifh. Many of them feemed inclined to ex- 
ercife the power of the fword in the moft open manner s 
but-as it was apprehended, that the people would with 
great difficulty be induced to pay taxes, levied by arbi- 
trary will and pleafure; it was agreed to preferye the 
fhadow of civil adminiftration, and to revive the long 
parliament, which had been expelled by Cromwel, They 
could not be diflolyed, it was aflerted, but by their own 

confent ; and violence had interrupted, but was not able 
to deftroy, their right to government. ‘The officers alfo 

expected, that, as thefe members had fufficiently felt their 

own weaknefs, they would be contented to act in fubordi- 

mation to the military commanders, and would thence- 

forth allow all the authority to remain, where the power 

was fo vifibly vefted. 

THE officers applied to Lenthal, the fpeaker, and 
Ppropofed to him, that the parliament fhould refume their 
feats. Lenthal was a man of alow, timid fpirit; and 
being uncertain what iffue might attend thefe counfels, 
was defirous of evading the propofal. He replied, that 
he could by no means comply with the defire of the offi- 
cers; being engaged in a bufinefs of far greater import- 
ance to himfelf, which he could not omit on any account, 
becaufe it concerned the falyation of his own foul. The 
officers prefled him to tell what it might be. He was 
Preparing, he faid, to participate of the Lord’s fupper, 
which he refolved to take the next fabbath day. ‘They 
infifted, that mercy was: preferable to facrifice, and that 
he could not better prepare himfelf for that great duty, 
than by contributing to the public fervice. All their re- 
monftrances had no effect, Hoyeyer, on the appointed 
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day, the fpeaker, being informed, that a quorum of the © ya 
houfe was likely to meet, thought proper, notwithftand- _ oy 
ing the falvation of his foul, as Ludlow obferve 4 tojoin 1639 
them; and the houfe immediately proceeded upon bufi- 

nefs. The fecluded members attempted, but in yain, to 

refume their feats among them, 

Tue numbers of this parliament were fmall, little Long parks 

exceeding feventy members: Their authority in the na- ont 
tion, ever fince they had been purged by the army, was fored, 
extremely diminifhed ; and after their expulfion, had been 
totally annihilated: But being all of them men of ¥io- 
lent ambition; fome of them men of experience and 
¢apacity ; they were refolved, fince they enjoyed the title 
of the fupreme authority, and obferyed, that fome appear- 
ance of a parliament was requifite for the purpofes of the 
army, not to act a fubordinate part to thofe who acknow- 
Jedged themfelves their fervants. “They chofe a council, 
in which they took care that the officers of Wallingford- 
houfe fhould not be the majority: They appointed Fleet- 
wood licutenant-general, but inferted in his commiffion, 
that it fhould only continue during the pleafure of the 
houfe: They chofe feven perfons, who fhould nominate 
to fuch commands as became vacant: And they voted, 
that all commiffions fhould be received from the {peaker, 
and be figned by him in the name of the houfe. Thefe 
precautions, the tendency of which was vifible, gave 
great difguft to the general officers ; and their difcontent 
would immediately have broken out into fome refolution, 
fatal to the parliament, had it not been checked by the 
apprehe nfions of danger from the common enemy. 

Tue bulk of the nation confifted of royalifts and pref- 
byterians ; and to both thefe parties the dominion of the 
pretended parliament had ever been to the laft degree odi- 
ous. When that aflembly was expelled by Cromwel, 
contempt had fucceeded to hatred; and no referve had 

been 
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° HA PB. been ufed in expreffing the utmoft derifion againft the im- 
LXil 


_y potent: ambition: of thefe ufurpers, Seeing them rein- 
1659. ftated ir: authority, all orders of men felt the higheft 
indignation ; together with apprehenfions, left fuch tyran- 
nical rulers fhould exert their power by taking vengeance 
upon their enemies, who had fo openly infulted them. A 
fecret reconciliation, therefore, was made between the 
rival parties; and it was agreed, that, burying former 
enmities in oblivion, all efforts fhould be ufed for: the 
overthrow of therump; fo they called the patliament, 
insallufion to that part of the animal body. - The pref- 
byterians, fenfible from experience, that their paffion’for 
liberty, however laudable, had carried them into unwar- 
rantable excefles, were willing ‘to lay afide ancient jealou- 
fies, and, at all hazards, to reftore the royal family. The 
nobility, the gentry bent their paflionate endeavours to the 
fame enterprize, by. which alone they could be redeemed 
from flavery. Andno man was fo remote from party, fo 
indifferent to public good,) as not to feel the mof ardent 
withes,. for the diffalution of that tyranny, which, whe- 
ther the civil or the military part of it were confidered, 
appeared equally opprefive and ruinous to the nation. ~ 


Confpitacy « Morpaunr, who had fo narrowly efcaped on his 
of the roy- 


<tae: trial, before the high-court of juftice, feemed rather ani- 
mated than daunted with paft danger; and having, by 
his refolute behaviour, obtained the highett confidence of 
the royal party, he was now become the centre of all 
their.confpiracies, . In many counties, a refolution was 
taken to rife in-arms. ~ Lord Willoughby of Parham and 
Sit Horatio Townthend undertook to fecure Lynne: Ge- 
neral Mafley engaged to feize Glocefter: Lord Newport, 
Littleton, ‘and other gentlemen confpired to take poflef 
fion of Shrewibury ; Sir George Booth of Chefter ; Sir 


Thomas Middleton of North-Wales ; Arundel, Pollard, 
Granville, Trelawney, of Plymouth and Exeter, A 


day 
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day was appointed for. the execution of all thefe enter- 
prizes. And .the king, attended by the:duke of York, 
had fecretly arrived at Calais, with a refobution of putting 
himfelf at the head of his loyal fubje@s.. The French 
court, had promifed to fupply him with afimall body of 
forces, in order to countenance. the infurreétions of the 
Englith. 

THis combination was difconcerted by the infidelity 
of Sir Richard Willis. . That traitor continued with the 
parliament the fame correfpondence, which he had begun 
with Cromwel. He had engaged to, reveal all confpira~ 
cies, fo far as to deftroy their effect ; -but referved to him- 
felf, if he: pleafed, the, power! of concealing the con- 
{pirators. -He took care. never, to name any of the old, 
genuine cavaliers, who had zealoufly adhered, and were 
refolved ftill to,adhere, to’ the royal caufe in every fortune, 
‘Thefe men he efteemed; thefe he even loved: He hbe- 
trayed only the.new converts among the. prefbyterians, or 
fuch lukewarm royalifts, as, difcouraged with their. dif 
appointments, were refolyed to.expofe themfelves to no 
more hazards. A lively proof, how impofible it is, even, 
for the moft corrupted: minds} to diveft themfelyes of all 
regard to morality and focial duty! 


Many of the confpirators in-the different counties were: 
thrown into <prifon :. Others, ‘aftonifhied at fiich fymp- 
toms of fecret. treachery, left, their houfes or remained 
quiet: » The moft tempeftuous weather. prevailéd during 
the whole time appointed for the rendezvoufes; infomuch 
that fome found it impoflible to. join: their friends, and 
others were difmayed with fear and fuperftition at an incis 
dent:fo unufual during the fummer feafon, Of all the 
projects; the only one which took effect, was.that of Sir 
George’ Booth for the feizing of Chefter,’ The earl of: 
Derby, ‘lord. Herbert.of Cherbury; Mr, Lee, colonel; 
Morgan. entered. into. this. enterprize, _. Sir. William 
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c a P. Middleton joined Booth with fome troops from Nortli 
t—— Wales; andthe malcontents were powerful enough to 


fubdue all in that neighbourhood, who ventured to oppofe 
them. In their declaration they made no mention of the 
king: They only demanded a free and full parliament: 


THE parliament was juftly alarmed. How combufti- 
ble the materials were they well knew ; and the ‘fire was 
now fallen among them: Booth was of a family eminently 
prefbyterian ; and his conjunétion with the royalifts they 
regarded as a dangerous fymptom. ‘They had many offi- 
cers, whofe fidelity they could more depend on than that 
of Lambert: But there was ro one in whofe vigilarice 
and capacity they repofed fuch confidence. ‘They com 
miffioned him to fupprefs the rebels. He miade incredible 
hafte. Booth imprudently ventured himfelf out of the 
walls of Chefter, and expofed, in the open field, his raw 
troops againft thefe hardy veterans. He was foon routed 
and taken prifoner. His whole army was difperfed. . And 
the parliament had no farther occupation than to fill all 
the jails with their open or, fecret enemies. Defigns were 
even entertained of tranfporting the loyal families to Bar- 
badoes, Jamaica, and the other colonies; left they fhould 
propagate in England children of the fame malignant 
affeGtions with therafelves. 

Tuis fuccefs haftened' the ruin of the parliament, 
Lambert, at the head of a body of troops, was no lefs 
dangerous to them than Booth. A thoufand pounds, 
which they fent him to buy a jewel, were employed by 
him in Jiberalities to his officers. At his inftigation they 
drew up a petition, and tranfmitted it to Fleetwood; a 

weak man, and an honeft, if fincerity in folly deferve 
that honourable name. The import of this petition was, 
that Fleetwood fhould be made commander in chief, Lam- © 
bert major-general, Defborow lieutenant-general of the 
horfe, Monk major-general of the foot. To which a 
demand 


THE COMMONWEALTH, 304 
demand was added, that no officer fhould be difmiffed C pi P. 
from his command but by a court-martial. iiuiigeall 

THE parliament, alarmed at the danger, immediately 7959 
cafhiered Lambert, Defborow, Berry, Clarke, Barrow, 
Kelfey, Cobbet. Sir Arthur Hazelrig propofed the im- 
peachment of Lambert for high treafon. Fleetwood’s 
commiflion was vacated, and the command of the army 
was vefted in feven perfons, of whom that general was 
one. The parliament voted, that they would have no 
more general officers, ' And they declared it high treafon 
to levy any money without confent of parliament, 

Bur thefe votes were feeble weapons in oppofition to 

the {words of the foldiery. Lambert drew fome troops 
together, in order to decide the controverfy. Okey, who 
was leading his regiment to the affiftance of the parlia- 
ment, was deferted by them, Morley and Mofs brought 
their regiments into Palace-yard, refolute to oppofe the 
violence of Lambert. But that artful general knew an:13th O&es 
ealy way of difappointing them. . He placed his foldiers °° 
in the ftreets which lead to Weftminfter-hall. When the Parliament 
fpeaker came in his coach, he ordered the horfes to be “Pellets 
turned, and very civilly conduéted him home. The 
other members were in like manner intercepted. And the 
two regiments in Palace-yard, obferving that they were 
expofed to derifion, peaceably retired to their quarters. 
A little before this bold enterprize, a folemn faft had been 
kept by the army; and it is remarked, that this ceremony 
was the ufual prelude to every fignal violence, which they 
committed. 

THE officers found themfelves again invefted with 
fupreme authority, of which they intended for ever to 
retain the fubftance, however they might beftow on others 
the empty fhadow or appearance, They. elected a com- 26th O@es 
mittee of twenty-three perfons, of whom feven were offi- &* 
cers, Thele they pretended to inveft with fovereign 
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C HA P. authority ; and théy called them a committee of fafety. 
&—~~ They fpoke every where of fummoning a parliament, 


1659. 
Committee 
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“Foreign af« 
fairs. 


chofen by the people; but they really took fome fteps 
towards aflembling a military parliament, compofed of 
officers, elected from every regiment in the fervice ": 
Throughout the three kingdoms there prevailed nothing 
but the melancholy fears; to the nobility and gentry, of 
a bloody maflacre and extermination; to the reft of the 
people, of perpetual fervitude, beneath thofe fandtified 
robbers, whofe union and whofe divifions would be e- 
qually deftructive, and who, under pretence of fuperior 
illuminations, would foon extirpate, if poffible, all pri- 
vate morality, as, they had already done all public law 
and juftice, from the Britifh dominions. 


_ Durinc the time that England continued in this 
diftraéted condition, the other kingdoms of Europe were 
haftening towards a compofure of thofe differences, by 
which they had fo long been agitated. The parliament, 
while it preferved authority, inftead of following the, 
imprudent politics of Cromwel, and lending affiftance to 
the conquering Swede, embraced the maxims of the 
Dutch commonwealth, and refolved, in conjunétion with 
that flate, to mediate by force an accommodation between 
the northern crowns. Montague was-fent with a fqua- 
dron to the Baltic, and carried with him as ambaflador 
Algernon Sidney, the celebrated republican. Sidney found 
the Swedifh monarch employed in the fiege of Copen~ 
hagen, the capital of his enemy; and was highly pleafed, 
that, with a Roman arrogance, he could check the pro 
grefs of royal victories, and difplay in fo fignal 2 manner 
the fuperiority of freedom above tyranny. With the 
higheft indignation, the ambitious prince was obliged to 
fubmit to the imperious mediation of the two common- 
wealths.. * It is crucl,” faid he, “* that laws fhould be 
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ftarved by the combined fquadrons of England and Hol- 
land, He was obliged, therefore, to quit his prey, when 
he had fo nearly got poffefion of it; and having agreed 
to a pacification with Denmark, he retired into his own 
country, where he foon after died. 

Tue wars between France and Spdin wére alfo con+ 
Cluded by the treaty of the Pyrenees. Thefe animofities 
Kad long been carried of between the rival ftates, evert 
while governed by a fifter and btother, who cordially 
loved and efteemed each other. But politics, which had 
fo long prevailed over thefe friendly affeGtions, now at lat 
yielded to their influence; and never was the triumph more 
fall and complete: The Spanifh Low Countties, if not 
every part of that monarchy; lay almoft entirely at the rhercy 
of its enemy. Broken armies, difordered finances, flow 
and irrefolute counfels; by thefe refources alone were 
the difperfed provinces of Spain defended againft the vi- 
gorous power of France. But the queen regefit, anxious 
for the fate of her brother; employed her authority with 
the cardinal to ftop the progtefs of the French cofiquefts, 
and put an end toa quarrel, which, being comtnenced 
by ambition, and attended with vi&tory, was at laft con- 
cluded with moderation, The young monarch of France, 
though afpiring and warlike in his character, was at this 
time entirely occupied in the pleafures of love and gal- 
lantry, ‘and had paffively refigned the teins of empire into 
the hands of his politic minifter, And he remained an 
unconcerned fpectator; while an opportunity for conqueft 
was parted with, which he never was able, during the 
whole courfe of his active reign, fully to retrieve. 

The minifters of the two crowns, Mazarine and don 


Louis de Haro, met at the foot of the Pyrenees, in the. 
> y 


ifle of Pheafants, a place which was fuppofed to: belong 
to neither kingdom. The negotiation being brought to 
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u—,— the monarchs themfelves agreed to a cohgrefs ; and thefe 


3659. 


two fplendid courts appeared in their full luftre amidft 
thofe favage mountains. Philip. brought his daughters 
Mary Therefe, along with him ;-and giving Ker in mar- 
riage to his nephew, Louis; endeavoured to cement by 
this new tye the incompatible interefts of the two monar= 
chies. “The French king made a folema renunciation of, 
every fucceffion, which might accrue to him in right of 
his fpoufe ; a vain formality, too weak to reftrain the 
ungoverned ambition of princes, ) 

Tue affairs of England were in fo gteat diforder, that 
it was not poflible to comprehend that kingdom in the 
treaty, or adjuft meafures with a power, which was in 
fuch inceflant fluctuation. The king, reduced to defpair 
by the failure of all enterprizes for his reftorations was 
refolved to tty the weak refource of foreign fuccours : 
and he went to the Pyrenees at the time when the two 
minifters were in the midft of their negotiations; Don 
Louis received him with that generous civility; péculiar 
to his nation; and exprefled great inclination; had the 
low condition of Spain allowed him, to give affiftance to 
the diftreffed monarch, _ The cautious Mazariney pleads 
ing the alliance of France with the Englith common4 
wealth, refufed even to fee him; and though the king 
offered to marry the cardinal’s niece W; he could, for the 
prefent; obtain nothing but empty profefions of refpect 
and proteflations. of fervices. ‘The condition of that 
monarch, to all the world, feemed totally defperate. His’ 
friends had been baffled in every attempt for his fervice ; 
The feaffold had often ftreamed with the blood of the 
inoft active royalifis: The {pirits of many. were broken. 
With tedious imprifonments: The eftates of all were burs 
thened by the fines and confifcations, which. had beer 
levied upon them: No-one durft openly avow himfeélf of 
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that party: And fo fmall did their number feem to a fuper- 
ficial view, that, even fhould the nation recover its. li- 
berty, which was efteemed no wife probable, it was 
judged uncertain what form of government it would em- 
brace. But amidft all thefe gloomy profpects, fortune, 
by a furprizing revolution, was now paving the way for 
the king to mount, in peace and triumph, the throne of 
his anceftors, It was by the prudence and loyalty of 
general Monk, that this happy change was at laftaccom- 
plithed. 


S°F 


CHAP, 
LXu. 


16596 


Grorce Monk, to whom the fate was referved of re- General 


eftablifhing monarchy, and finifhing the bloody diflen- 
fions of three kingdoms, was the fecond fon of a family 
in Devonfhire, ancient and honourable, but lately, from 
too great hofpitality and expence, fomewhat fal Ilen to 
décay: He betook himfelf, early in-youth, to the profef- 
fion of arms; and was engaged.in the unfortunate ex- 
peditions to Cadiz and the ifle of Rhé. After England 
had concluded peace with all its neighbours, he fought 
military experience in the Low Countries, the great {chool 
of war to all the European nations; and he rofe to the 
command of a company under lord Goring. ‘This com- 
pany confifted of 200 men, of whom a hundred were 
volunteers, often gentlemen of family and fortune, fome- 
times noblemen, who lived upon their own income ina 
fplendid manner. Such a military turn. at that time pre« 
vailed among the Englifh! 

Wuen the found of war was firft heard in this ifland, 
Monk returned to England, partly defirous of promotion 
in his native country, partly difgufted with fome ill -ufage 
from the States, of which “i found reafon to complain. 
Upon the Scottith pacification, he was employed by the 
carl of Leicefter againft the Irith rebels; and bisediig 
obtained a regiment, was foon taken notice of, for his 
military {kill and for ‘his calm and deliberate valour: 


Without’ oftentation, experice; or careffes,~ merely by 
: > ar his 
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wee P. his humane and equal temper, he gained the good-will 
wu — of the foldiery; who, with a mixture of familiarity and 


affetion, ufually called him hone/ff George Monk; an ho- 
nourable appellation, which they ftill continued to him, 
even during his greateft elevation. He was remarkable 
for his moderation in party; and while all around him 
were inflamed into rage againft the oppofite faction, he 
fell under fufpicion from the candour and tranquillity of 
his behaviour. When the Irith army was called over into 
England, furmifes of this kind had been {o far credited, 
that he had even been fufpended from his command, and 
ordered to Oxford, that he might anfwer the charge laid 
againft him. His eftablifhed charaéter for truth and fin- 
cerity here ftood him in great ftead; and upon his earneft 
proteftations and declarations, he was foon reftored to his 
regiment, which he joined at the fiege of Nantwich. 
‘The day after his arrival, Fairfax attacked and defeated 
the royalifts, commanded by Biron; and took colonel 
Monk prifoner. He was fent to the Tower, where he 
endured, above two years, all the rigors of poverty and 
confinement. The king, however, was fo mindful as to 
fend him, notwithftanding his own difficulties, a prefent 
of 100 guineas; but it was not till after the royalifts 
were totally fubdued, that he recovered his liberty. Monk, 
however diftrefled, had always refufed the moft inviting 
effers from the parliament: But Cromwel, fenfible of 
his merit, having folicited him to engage in the wars 
againft the Irith, who were confidered as rebels both by 
king and parliament ; he was not unwilling to repair his 
broken fortunes by accepting a command, which, he 
flattered himfelf, was reconcilable to the friGeft princi- 
ples of honour. Having once engaged with the parlia- 
ment, he was obliged to obey orders ; and found himfelf 
neceflitated to fight, both againft the marquefs of Ormond 
‘in Treland, and againft the king himfelf in Scotland. 
Upon the reduction of this laft kingdom, Monk was 
deft 


SO 
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left with the fupreme command; and by the equality and © 
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juftice of his adminiftration he was able to give content- _~j-mumd 


ment to that reftlefs people, now reduced to fubjection by 
a nation whom they hated. | No lefs acceptable was his 
authority to the officers and foldiers ; and forefeeing, that 
the good will of the army under his command might fome 
time be of great fervice to him, he had, with much care 
and fuccefs, cultivated their friendfhip. 

THe connexions, which he had formed with Crom- 
wel, his benefactor, preferved him faithful to Richard, 
who had been enjoined by his father to follow in every 
thing the direCtions of general Monk. When the long 
parliament was reftored, Monk, who was not prepared 
for oppofition, acknowledged their authority, and was 
continued in his command, from which it would not 


16596 


have been fafe to attempt diflodging him, After the army Monk des 


had expelled the parliament, he protefted againft the vio- “lars for 
the parliae 


lence, and refolved, as he pretended, to vindicate their ment, 


invaded privileges. Deeper defigns, either in the king’s 
favour or his own, were, from the beginning, fufpected 
to be the motive of his actions, 

A rivausHip had long fubfifted between him and 
Lambert; and every body faw the reafon why he oppofed 
the elevation of that ambitious general, by whofe fuccefs 
his own authority, he knew, would foon be fubverted. 
But little friendfhip had ever fubfifted between him and 
the parliamentary leaders; and it feemed no wife pro- 
bable, that he intended to employ his induftry, and fpend 
his blood, for the advancement of one enemy above an- 
other. How early he entertained defigns for the king’s 
reftoration, we know not with certainty: It is likely, 
that, as foon as Richard was depofed, he forefaw, that, 
without fuch an expedient, it would be impoffible ever to 
bring the nation to a regular fettlement. His elder-and 
younger brothers were entirely devoted to the royal caufe: 

X 3 The 
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The Granvilles, his near relations, and all the teft of 


w+ his kindred, were in the fame intereft : -He-himfelf. was, 
1659 intoxicated with no fumes of enthufiafm,. and had main- 


tained no connexions with any of the fanatical tribe. 
His early engagements had been with “the king, and. he 
had left that fervice without receiving any difguft from 
the royal family. Since he had inlifted himfel£ with the: 
oppofite party, he had been guilty of no violence or 
rigor, which might render him obnoxious, His return, 
. therefore, to loyalty was eafy and open; and nothing 
could be fuppofed to-counter-balance his natural propen- 
fity to that meafure, except the views-of his own-ele= 
vation, andthe profpeét of ufurping the fame grandeur 
and authority, which had been affumed by Cromwel. 
But from fuch exorbitant, if not impofiible projects, the, 
natural. tranquillity and moderation of his temper, - the, 
calmnefs and folidity of his genius, and his limited ca= 
pacity, not to mention his age, now upon the decline, 
feem to have fet him at adiftance. Cromwel himfelf, he 
always aflerted *, could not Jong have maintained his 
ufurpation ; and any other perfon, even equal to him in 
genius, it was obvious, would now find it more dificult 
to practife arts, of which every one, from experiences 
was fufficiently aware. It is more agreeable, theréfore, 
to reafon as well as candor ‘to fuppofe, that Monk, as 
foon as he put himfelf in movement, had. entertained 
views of effectuating the king’s reftoration; nor ought 
any objections, derived from his profound filence even to, 
Charles himfelf, be regarded as confiderable. His tem- 
per was naturally referved; his circumftances required 
diffimulation ; _ the king, he knew, was furrounded with 
{pies and traitors; and upon the whole, it feems hard ta 
interpret that conduét, which ought to exalt our idea of 
his prudence, as a difparagement of his probity. 


% Cumble’s life of Monk, p.93. : 
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SiR Jot nn Granville, hoping that the general would © 4 oes P, 
engage in the king’s fervice, fent into Scotland his Raa 


eas brother, a clergyman, Dr. Monk, who carried 
him a letter and invitation fromthe king. When the 
door arrived, he found, that his brother. was then hold= 
ing a council of officers, andiwas not to be feen for fome 
hours: In the mean time,°he was “received and enter= 
tained by Price, the general’s chaplain, aman of probity, 
as well as a'partizanof the king’s. ~The do&or: having 
an €htire confidence in the: chaplain, .talked very freely 
to him about the object ‘of his journey, and engaged 
him, if there fhould be cccafion, to fecond his appli- 
cations, At laft, the general arrives 3 stl e brothers em- 
brace; and after fome preliminary converfation, the doc~ 
tor opens his bufinefs, . Monk interrupts him to know, 
whether he had ever before to any body, mentioned the 
fubje&. %* To no body,” replied his brother, ‘* but to 
s* Price, whom.J iknow to be entirely in your con- 
<6 fidence.” The general, altering his countenance, 
turned the difcourfe; and would enter into no farther 
confidence with, him, but fent him away with the firft 
opportunity. He would not truft his own brother the 
moment he knew-that he had difclofed the fecret; though 


¢o a man whom he himfelf could have trufted ¥, 


Hrs condu& in all other particulars was full of the 
fame referve and prudence ; and no lefs was requifite for 
effeGting the difficult work, which he had undertaken: 
All the officers in his army, of whom he entertained any 
fufpicion, he immediately cafhiered : Cobbet, who had 
been fent by the committee of fafety, under pretence of 
communicating their refolutions to Monk, but really with 
a view of debauching his army, he committed to cuf- 
tody: He drew together the feveral {cattered regiments : 
He fummoned an aflembly, fomewhat refembling a con- 


¥ Lord Lanfdown’s defence of general Monk. 
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> sm P. vention of ftates ; and-having communicated to thent his 


+—~—— refolution of marching into England,: he. received a {eae 
#5595 fonable, though no great fupply of money. 

HEARING that Lambert was advancing northward 
with his army, Monk fent Cloberry and two other com: 
miicners to London, with large profeffions of his incli . 
nation to peace, and with offers of terms for an accom- . 
moedation, His chief aim was to gain time, and relax | 
the preparations of his enemies. The committee of fafety 
fell into the fnare. A treaty was figned by Monk’s com- 
miffioners ; but he refufed to ratify it, and complained 
that they had exceeded their powers, He defired however 
to enter into a new negotiation at Newcaftle. The com- 
mittee willingly accepted this fallacious offer, 


November, MEANWHILE thefe military fovereigns found them=- 
felves furrounded on all hands with inextricable diffi- 
culties. he nation had fallen into a total anarchy 5 
and by refufing the payment of all taxes, reduced the 

‘army to the greateft neceffities. While Lambert’s forces 
were affembling at Newcaftle, Hazelrig and Morley took 
pofiefion of Portfmouth, and declared for the parliament. 
A party, fent to fupprefs them, was perfuaded by their 
commander to join in the fame declaration. ‘The city 
#pprentices rofe in a tumult, and demanded a free parliay 
ment, Though they were fuppreffed by colonel Hewfon, 
a man who from the profeffion of a cobler had rifen to 3 
high rank in the army, the city ftill difcovered fymptoms 
of the moft dangerous difcontent. It even eftablithed a 
Kind of f{eparate government, and affumed the fupreme 
authority within itfelf. Admiral Laufon with his fqua- 
dren came into the river, and_declared for the parliament, 
Hazelrig and Marley, hearing’ of this important. event, 
Jeft Partfinouth, and advanced towards London. The 
Fegiments near that city, being folicited by their old offi 
gers, who had been cafhiered by the committee of fafety, 

: revolted 
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revolted again to the parliament. Defborow’s regiment, € a P, 
being fent by Lambert -to fupport his, friends, no fooner : 
arrived at St. Albans, than it declared for the fame af- 1659. 
fembly. 

FLEETWaoD’s hand was found too weak and unftable 
to fupport this. ill-founded fabric, which, every where 
around him, was falling into ruins, When he received 
intelligence of any murmurs among the foldiers, he would 
proftrate himfelf in prayer, and could hardly be prevailed 
with to join the troops. Even: when among them, he 
would, in the midtt of any difcourfe, invite them all to 
prayer, and put himfelf on his knees before them. If 
any of his friends exhorted him to more vigor, they could 
get no other anfwer, than that God had fpit im his face, 
and would not hear him. Men now ceafed to wonder, 
why Lambert had promoted him to the office of general, 
and had contented himfelf with the fecond command in 
the army. 


LEnrHat, the fpeaker, being invited by the officers, 26th of Deg 
again affumed authority, and fummoned together the par- = 
liament, which twice before had been expelled with fo 
much reproach and ignominy. As foon as aflembled, pariament 
they repealed their a&@ againft the payment of excife and "ord 
cuftoms; they appointed commiffioners for affigning quar- 

ters to the army ; and without taking any notice of Lam« 

bert, they fent orders to the forces under his command 
immediately to repair to thofe garrifons, which were ap- 

pointed them, 


LAMBERT was now in a very difconfolate condition. 669, 
Monk, he faw, had pafled the Tweed at Coldftream, and 2% January, 
was advancing upon him. His own foldiersdeferted him 
in great multitudes, and joined the enemy. Lord Fair- 
fax too, he heard, had raifed forces behind him, and 
poflefied himfelf of York, withgut declaring his purpofe. 
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The lat orders of the parliament fo entirely ftripped hint 
of his army, that there remained not with him above 4 
hundred horfe: All the reft went to their quarters with 
quietnefs and refignation; and he himfelf was, fome time 
after, arreited and committed to the Tower. © The other 
officers, who had formerly been ‘cafhiered by the patlias 
ment, and who had refumed their Commands, that: they 
might fubdue that-affembly, were again cafhiered and 
confined to their houfes. Sir Harry vane and fome mem= 
bers, who- had concurred with the committee of fafetyy 
wereordered into a like confinement. “And the parlia+ 
ment'now feemed to be again poffefied of more abfolute 
authority than ever, and to be without any danger of 
oppofition or control. 


THE republican party was at this time guided by two 
men, Hazelrig and Vane, who were of oppofite charac’ 
ters, and mortally hated each other. Hazelrig, wha 
poffefied greater authority i in the parliament, was haughty, 
imperious, precipitate, vain-glorious ; without civility, 
without prudence; qualified only by his noify, pertis 
nacious obitinacy to acquire an afcendant in public afs 
femblies.. Vane was noted, in all civil tranfaGtions, for. 
temper, infixtuation, addrefs, and a profound-judgment; 
in all religious fpeculations, for folly and extravagance, 
He was a perfect enthufiaft ; and fancying that he was 
certainly favoured with infpiration, he deemed himfelf, to 
fpeak in the language of the times, to: be a man above 
ordinances; and by reafon. of his perfection, to ‘be:un- 
limited and unreftrained by any rules, which govern 
inferior mortals. ‘Thefe whimfies, mingling with pride, 
had fo corrupted his excellent underftanding, that fome= 
times he thought himfelf the perfon deputed to reign on 
earth for a thoufand years over the whole congregation of 
the faithful 2, 
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Monk, though informed wtdie reftoration of the par- C HAP 


liamerit, from whony he received no-orders, ftill a 
with his army; which was-near 6000 men: The f{cat- 
tered forces in England were above five times ‘more nu- 
merous. . Fairfax, who had refolyed?to-declare for the 
king, not being able to:make the general.open his intens 
tions, retired to his own houfe in. Yorkshires «In all 
counties carat which Monk pafled, the prime gentry: 
flocked to him with addrefles; expreding: their earnefk 
defire,-that he would. be allie ental in reftoring the 
nation to peace and tranquillity; and to the\enjoyment of 
thofe liberties, which by law were.their birthright, but 
of which, during» fo:many. years, they had: been fatally 
bereaved : And that, inorder to this. falutary purpofe,:he 
would prevail, either for the reftoring of thofe members, 
who had been fecluded before-the king’s death, or for.the 
eleCtion of a new parliament, who might, legally and by 
general confent, again govern the nation, ‘Though Monk 
“pretended not.to favour thefe addrefles, that ray of hope, 
which the knowledge of -his character and fituation aft 
forded, mightily animated all men, The tyranny and 
the anarchy, which now equally opprefied the kingdom; 
the experience of paft.diftra€tions, the dread of future 
convulfions, -theindignation again thilitaty -afurpation, 
againft fantified hypecrify: All thefe motives had united 
every party, except the.moft defperate, into ardent withes 
for the king’s reftoration,. the only remedy for all thefe 
fatal. evils, f 
Sco¥ and Robinfon ‘were fent as deputiés by the ‘pars 
liament, under pretence of congratilatifig the’ generally 
but in-reality to ferve as fpiés upon him. “The city dif 
patched four of their principal citizens to’ perform like 
compliments; and at the fame time to‘confirm the genes 
ral in his inclination ‘toa free parliament, the objec of 
all men’s prayers and endeavours, ~ The - authority of 
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¢ rit P. Monk could fcarcely fecure the parliamentary deputies 
t—— from thofe infults, which the general hatred and con-= 
165 tempt towards their mafters drew from men of every rank 


and denomination, 


Monk continued his march with few interruptions till 
he reached £t. Albans. He there fent a meflage to the 
parliament ; defiring them to remove from London thofe 
regiments,’ who, though they now profeffed to return to 
their duty, ‘had fo lately offered violence to that aflembly. 
This meflage was unexpeéted, and exceedingly perplexed 
the houfe. Their fate, they found, muft till depend on 
a mercenary army ; and they were as diftant as ever from 
their imaginary fovereignty. However, they found it 
neceflary to comply. The foldiers made more difficulty, 
A mutiny arofe among them. One regiment in particu- 
Jar, quartered in Somerfet-houfe, exprefsly refufed to 
yield their place to the northern army. But thofe offi~ 

cers, who would gladly, on fuch an occafion, have ins 

ga Februe flamed the quarrel, were abfent or in confinement; and 

Reid: a for want of leaders, the foldiers were at laft, with great 

tersLondon. reluctance, obliged to fubmit. Monk with his army took 
quarters in Weftminfter, 


6th Febru- THE general was introduced to the houfe; and thanks 
gs were given him by Lenthal for the eminent fervices, 
which he had done his country. Monk was a prudent, _ 

not an eloquent fpeaker. He told the houfe, that the 
fervices, which he had been enabled to perform, were no 

more than his duty,-and merited not fuch praifes as thofe 

with which they were pleafed to honour him: ‘That 

among many perfons of greater worth, who bore their 
commiffion, he had been employed as the inftrument of 
providence for effecting their reftoration; but he con+ 

fidered this fervice as a ftep only to more important fere 

vices, which it was their part to render to the nation; 

That while on his march, he obferved all ranks of men, 
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in all places, to be in earneft expe@ation of a fettlement, © ink 
after the violent convulfions, to which they had been — Oy 
expofed ; and to have no profpect of that blefiing but 1660. 
from the diffolution of the prefent parliament, and from 

the {ummoning of a new one, free and full; who, meet» 

ing without oaths or engagements, might finally give 
contentment to the nation: That applications had been 

made to him for that purpofe; but that he, fenfible of 

his duty, had ftill told the petitioners, that the parlia+ 

ment itfelf, which was now free and would foon be full, 

was the beft judge of all thefe meafures, and that the 

whole community ought to acquiefce in their determina= 

tion: That though he exprefled himfelf in this manner 

to the people, he muft now freely inform the houfe, that 

the fewer engagements were exacted, the more compre- 

henfive would their plan prove, and the more fatisfaction 

would it give to the nation: And that it was fufficient 

for public fecurity, if the fanatical party and the royal- 

ifts were excluded ; fince the principles of thefe fa@ions 

were deftructive either of government or of liberty, 


Tuts fpeech, containing matter, which was both 
agreeable and difagreeable to the houfe as well as to the 
nation, ftill kept every one in fufpence, and upheld that 
uncertainty, in which it feemed the general’s intereft to © 
retain the public. But it was impoffible for the kingdom 
to remain long in this doubtful fituation: The people; 
as well as the parliament, pufhed matters to a decifion, 
During the late convulfions, the payment of taxes had 
been interrupted ; and though the parliament, upon their 
aflembling, renewed the ordinances for’ collections and 
impofitions, yet fo little reverence did the people pay to 
thofe legiflators, that they gave very flow and unwilling 
obedience to their commands. The common council of 
London flatly refufed to fubmit to an afleffment, required 
of them; and declared, that, till a free and lawful par- 
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liament impofed taxes, they never fhould deem it theit 


duty to make any payment. This refolutions if yielded 


1660, 


4 


oth Febru- 
ary, 


aith Febru- 
arys 


to, would immediately have put an endl to the dominion 
of the parliament: They were determined, therefore; 
upon this occafion to make at once a full experiment of 
their own power and of their general’s obedience, 

Monk received orders to march into the city; to feize 
twelve perfons, the moft obnoxious to the parliament ; 
to remove.the pofts and chains from all the ftreets ; and 
to take down and break the portcullifes and gates of the 
city: And very few hours were allowed him to deliberate 
upon theexecution of thefe violent orders. To the great- 
furprize and corfternation of all men, Monk prepared 
himfelf: for obedience. Neglecting the entreaties of his 
friends, the rémonftrances of his officers, the cries of the 
people, he entered the city in a military manner ; he ap- 
prehended as many as he could of the profcribed perfons; 
whom he fent to the Tower; with all the circumftances 
of.contempt he broke the gates and portcullifes; and 
having expofed the city to the fcorn and derifion of all 
who hated it, he returned in triutmph to his quarters in 
Weftminfter. 

No fooner had the general leifure to refle@, than he 
found, that this laft meafure, inftead of being a continw+ 
ation of that cautious:ambiguity, which he had hitherto 
maintained; was taking party without referve, and laying 
hhimfelf, as. well as: the nation, at the mercy of that 
tyrannical parliament, whofe power had long been odi= 
ous, as their perfons contemptible, to all men. He 
tefolved, therefore, before it was too late, to repair the 
dangerous miftake, into which he-had been betrayed, and 
to. fhow the whole world, ftill thore without referve, that 
he meant no longer to: be the minifter of violence and 
ufurpation: After complaining of the odious fervice, in 
which he had:been: employed; he wrote a letter: to the. 
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houfe, reproaching them, as well with the new cabals € Aare 
which they had formed with Vane and Lambert, as. with MG. 
the encouragernent given to a fanatical petition prefented, 166% 
by Praifegod Barebone; and he required them, in thé 
hanie of the citizens, foldiers, and whole commonwealth, 
to iffue writs, within a week, for the filling of. their 
houfe, and to fix the time for their own diffolution and 
the affembling of a new parliament. Having difpatched,Ded 
this letter, which might be regarded, h vet 
undoubted pledge of his fincerity, he marched with his 


army into the city; and. defired Ailen,: the mayor, to 
fummon a common-council at Guildhall. He there 
made many apologies for the indignity, which, two days 
before, he had been obliged to put upon them; affured 
them of ‘his perfeveranice in the meafures which he had 


adopted; and defired that they micht mutually, plizhe 
Pp > J 5S May t ethes ~ 


their faith for a ftri& union between city and army, in 
every enterprize for the happinefs and fettlement of the 
commonwealth. 


Ir would be difficult to defcribe the joy and exultation, 
which difplayed itfelf throughout the city, as foon as 
intelligence was conveyed of this ha py meafure; etn= 
braced by the general. ‘The profpect of peace, concord, 
liberty, juftice, broke forth at once, from amid the 
deepeft darknefs, in which the nation had ever been in- 
volved. The view of paft calamities no longer prefented 
difmal prognoftics of the future: It tended only to in- 
hance the general exultation for thofe feenes of happinefs 
and tranquillity, which all men now confidently promifed 
themfelves.. The royalifts, the prefbyterians, forgetting 
all animofities, mingled in common joy and tranfport, 
and vowed never more to gratify the ambition of fal and 
factious tyrants, by their calamitous divifions, Fhe popu- 
lace, more outrageous in their feftivity, made the air 
tefound with acclamations, and illuminated every flreet 
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with fignals of jollity and triumph. Applaufes of the 
eeneral were every where intermingled with deteftation 
againft the parliament. ‘The moft ridiculous inventions 
were adopted, in ordet to exprefs this lattet paffion. At 
every bonfire rumps were roafted ; and where thefe could 
no longer be found, pieces of flefhi wete cut into that 
fhape : And the funeral of the parliament (the populace 
exclaimed) was celebrated by thefe fymbols of hatred and 
derifion. 

THE parliament, though in the agonies of defpair, 
made ftill one effort for the recovery of their dominion, 
They fent a.committee with offers to gain the general, 
He refufed to hear them; except in the prefence of fome 
of the fecluded members. Though feveral perfons, defs 
perate from guilt and fanaticifm, promifed to inveft him 
with the dignity of fupreme magiftrate, arid to fupport 
his government, he would not hearken to fuch wild pro« 
pofals. Having fixed a clofe correfpondence with. the 
city, and, eftablifhed its militia in hands, whofe fidelity 
could be relied on, he returned with his -armysto Weft- 
minfter, and purfued every proper meafure for the fettle« 
ment of the nation. While he ftill pretended to main- 
tain republican principles, he was taking large fteps 
towards the re-eftablifhment of the ancient monarchy. 

Tue fecluded members, upon the general’s invitation, 
went to the houfe, and finding no longer any obftrution, 
they entered, and immediately appeared to be the majo- 
rity: Mboft of the independents left the place. The 
reftored members firft repealed all the ordinances, by 
which they had been excluded: They gave Sir George 
Boothe and his party their liberty and eftates: They re- 
newed the general’s commiffion, and enlarged his powers: 
They fixed an afleflment for the fupport of the fleet and 
army: And having pafled thefe votes for the prefent 


compofure of the ciate, they diflolved themfelves, 
and 
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and iflued writs for the immediate aflembling of a newe ine P. 
parliament. This laft meafure had been previoufly con- iy 
certed with the geheral; who Knew; that all men; how- 1660. 
ever differeht in affections, expectations, and defigns, 
united in their deteftation of the long parliament: 

A COUNCIE OF STATE Was eftablifhed, confifting of 
men of dignity and moderation’; moft of whom, during 
the civil wars, had madé a great figure among the prefby- 
terians. The militia of the kingdom was put into fuch 
hands as would promote order and {ettlement: Thefe, 
tonjoined with Monk’s army, which lay united at Lon- 
don, were efteemed a fufficient check on the more nutne- 
rous, though difperfed army, of whofe inclinations there 
was ftill much reafon to be diffident. Monk, however, ° 
was every day removing the more obnoxious officers, and 
bringing the troops to a ftate of difcipline and obedience. 


OveRToN, governor of Hull, had declared his refoz 
lution to keep poffeffion of that fortrefs till the coming of 
king Jefus: But when Alured produced the authority of 
parliament for his delivering the place to colonel F airfaxy 
he thought proper to comply. 


Monrtacue, who commanded the fleet in the Baltic, 
had entered into the confpiracy with Sir George Boothe ; 
and pretending want of provifions, had failed from the 
Sound towards the coaft of England, with an intention 
of fupporting that infurrection of the royalifts; On his 
arrival he received the news of Boothe’s defeat; and the 
total failure of the enterprize. The great difficulties, tad 
which the parliament was then reduced, allowed them no 
leifure to examine ftriGtly the reaforis; which he gave for 
quitting his ftation ; and they allowed him to retire peace- 
ably to his country houfe. The council of flate now 
conferred on him, in conjunction with Monk, the com- 
mand of the. fleet; -and fecured the naval, as well as 
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,, military force, in hands favourable to the public fettle+. 
bee MEN. 


NotwitustTAanpIne all thefe fteps, which were taking 
towards the re-eftablifhment of monarchy, Monk ftilk 
maintained the appearance of zeal for a commonwealth, 
and hitherto allowed no canal of correfpondence between 
himfelf and the king to be opened: To éall a free parli- 
ament, and to chit the royal familys were vifibly, in 
the prefent difpofition of the kingdom, one and the fame 
meafure : Yet would not the general declare, otherwife 
than by his actions, that he had adopted’ the king’s in- 
terefts ; and nothing but neceffity extorted at laft the con- 
feffion from him. His filence, in the commencement of 

“his enterprize, ought to be no objection to his fineerity s 
fince he maintained the fame referve, at a time, when, 
confiftent with common fenfe, he could have entertained 
no other purpofe 3. 

THERE was one Mortice, a gentleman of Devonhhire, 
of 2 fedentary, ftudious difpofition, nearly related to 
Monk, and one who had always maintained the ftrideft 
intimacy with him. With this friend alone did Monk 
deliberate concerning that great enterprize, which he had 
projected. Sir John Granville, who had a commiffion 
from the king, applied to Morrice for accefs to the ge- 
neral ; but received for anfwer, that the general defired 
him to communicate his bufinefs to Morrice. Granville, 
though importunately urged, twice refufed to deliver his 
meflage to any but Monk himfelf; and this cautious po- 
litician, finding him now a perfon, whofe fecrefy could 
be fafely trufted, admitted him to his prefence, and open= 
ed to him his whole intentions. Still he f{crupled to 
commit any thing to. writing»: He delivered only a ver= 

bal meflage by Granville ; afluring the king of his fervices, 


4 See note {L] at the end of the volume, b Lanfdowne, Clarendons 
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Biving advice for his conduét, and exhorting him inftantly C H_A P, 


to leave the Spanifh territories, and retire into Holland, 
He was juftly apprehenfive left Spain might detain him as 
@ pledge for the recovery of Dunkirk and Jamaica. 
Charles followed thefe directions, and very narrowly 
efcaped to Breda. Had he protraéted his journey a few 
hours, he had certainly, under pretence of honour and 
refpect, been arrefted by the Spaniards. 

Lockuart, who was governor of Dunkirk, and no 
wife averfe to the king’s fervice, was applied to on this 
occafion. ‘The ftate of England was fet before him, the 
certainty of the reftoration reprefented, and the profpect 
of great favour difplayed, if he would anticipate the vows 
of the kingdom, and reccive the king into his garrifon, 
Lockhart fill replied, that his commiffion was derived 
from an Englifh parliament, and he would not open his 
gates but in obedience to the fame authority‘. This 
fcruple, though in the prefent emergence it approaches 
towards fuperftition, it is difficult for us entirely to cons 
demn, , 

Tue elections for the new parliament went every 
where in favour of the king’s partys This was. one of 
thofe popular torrents, where the moft indifferent, or 
even the moft averfe, are tranfported with the general 
paflion, and gealoufly adopt the fentiments of the fociety, 
to which they belong. The enthufiafts themfelves feemed 
to be difarmed of their fury; and between defpair and 
aftonifhment gave way to thofe meafures, which they 
found, it would be impoffible for them, by their utmoft 
efforts, to withftand. ‘The prefbyterians, the royalifts, 


being united, formed the voice of the nation, which, 


without noife, but with infinite ardour, called for the 
king’s reftoration. ‘The kingdom was almoft entirely in 
the hands of the former party ; and fome zealous leaders 
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c i A P. among them began to renew the demand of thofe condi- 


which had been required of the late king in the 
treaty of Newport: But the general opinion feemed to 
condemn all thofe rigorous and jealous capitulations with 
their fovereign. Harrafled with convulfions and difor- 
ders, men ardently longed for repofe, and were terrified 
at the mention of negotiations or delays, which might 
afford opportunity to the feditious army ftill to breed new 


confufion. The paffion too for liberty, having been ~ 
carried to fuch violent extremes, and having produced 


fuch bloody commotions, began, by a natural movement, 


to give place to.a fpirit of loyalty and obedience; and ° 


the public was lefs zealous in a caufe, which was become 


odious, on account of the calamities, which had fo long ° 
attended it. After the conceffions made by the late kings ° 


the conftitution feemed to be fufficiently fecured ; and 
the additional conditions infifted on, as they had been 


framed during the greateft ardour of the conteft, amounted . 


rather to an annihilation than a limitation of monarchy. 
Above all, the general was averfe to the mention of con- 


ditions ; and refolved, that the crown, which he intended * 


to reftore, fhould be conferred on the king entirely free 
and unincumbered. ‘Without farther fcruple, therefore, 
or jealoufy, the people gave their voice in elections for 
fuch as they knew to entertain fentiments favourable to 


monarchy ; and all payed court to a party, which, they , 


forefaw, was foon to govern the nation. Though the 
parliament had voted, that no one fhould be elected, who 
had himfelf, or whofe father had borne arms for the late 
king ; little regard was any where payed to this ordinance. 
The leaders of the prefbyterians, the earl of Manchefter, 
lord Fairfax, lord Roberts, Hollis, Sir Anthony Athley 
Cooper, Annefley, Lewis, were determined to atone for 
paft tranfgreffions by their prefent zeal for the royal in- 
terefts; and from former merits, fuccefles, and fuffer- 

9 INgS> 


“ 


THE COMMONWEALTH, 


ings, they had acquired with their party the higheft 
credit and authority. 

Tue affairs of Ireland were in a condition no lefs fa- 
vourable to the king. As foon as Monk declared againft 
the Englifh army, he difpatched emiflaries into Ireland, 
and engaged the officers in that kingdom to concur with 
him in the fame meafures, Lord Broghill, prefident of 
Munfter, and Sir Charles Coote, prefident of Connaught, 
went fo far as to enter into a correfpondence with the 
king, and to promife their affiftance for his reftoration, 
In conjun&ion with Sir Theophilus Jones, and other 
officers, they took pofleffion of the government, and ex- 
cluded Ludlow, who was zealous for the parliament, but 
whom they pretended to be in a confederacy with the 
Committee of Safety, They kept themfelves in readinefs 
to ferve the king; but made no declarations, till they 
fhould fee the turn, which affairs took in England. 

Bur all thefe promifing views had almoft been blafted 
by an untoward accident. Upon the admiffion of the 
fecluded members, the republican party, particularly the 
Jate king’s judges, were feized with the jutteft defpair, 
and endeavoured to infufe the fame fentiments into the 
army. By themfelyes or their emiflaries, they repre- 
fented to the foldiers, that all thofe brave actions, which 
had been performed during the war, and which were fo 
meritorious in the eyes of the parliament, would no doubt 
be regarded as the deepeft crimes by the royalifts, and 
would expofe the army to the fevereft vengeance, That 
in vain did that party make profeffions of moderation and 
lenity: The king’s death, the execution of fo many of 
the nobility and gentry, the fequeftration and imprifon- 
ment of the reft, were in their eyes crimes fo deep, and 
offences fo perfonal, as mut be profecuted with the mof 
implacable refentment. That the lofs of all arrears, and 
the cafhiering of every officer and foldier, were the lighteft 
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punifhment, which muft be expected : After the difperss 


Warm fion of the army, no farther prote€tion remained to them, 


1660, 


22d April. 


either for life or property, but the clemency of enraged, 
victors. And that, even if the moft perfect fecurity could 
be obtained, it was inglorious to be reduced, by treachery 
and deceit, to fubjebtton under a foe, who, in the open 
field, had fo often yielded to their fuperior valour. 


AFTER thefe fuggeftions had been infufed into the 
army, Lambert faddenly made his efcape from the Tower, 
and threw Monk and the council of {tate into great con= 
fternation. They knew Lambert’s vigour and activity ; 3 
they were acquainted with his popularity in the army; 
they were fenfible, that, though the foldiers had lately, 
deferted him, they fufficiently exprefled their remorfe and, 
their deteftation of thofe, who, by falfe profeffions, they 
found, had fo egregiaufly deceived them. It feemed ne- 
ceflary, therefore, to employ the greateft celerity in fup= 
prefling fo dangerous a foe: Colonel Ingoldfby, who had 
been one of the late king’s judges, but who ‘was now. 
entirely engaged in the royal caufe, was difpatched after 
him, He overtook him at Daventry, while he had yet 
aflembled but four troops of horfe. One of them deferted 
him. Another quickly followed the example. He him= 
felf, endeavouring to make his efcape, was feized by 'In- 
goldfby, to whom he made fubmiffions not fuitable to his 
former character of ‘fpirit and valour. Okey, Axtel, 
Cobbet, Crede, and other officers of that party were~ 
taken prifoners with him. All the roads were full of. 
foldiers haftening to join them, In a few days, they 


» would have been formidable. And it was thought, that 


it might prove dangerous for Monk himfelf to have aflem= 
bled any confiderahle body of his republican army for 
their fuppreffion: So that nothing could be more aR 
than the fudden extin¢tion of this sie Fi flame. 
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WHEN the parliament met, they chofe Sir Harbottle 
Grimftone fpeaker, a man, who, though he had for fome 
time concurred with the late parliament, had long been 
efteemed affeCtionate to the king’s fervice. The great 
dangers, incurred: during preceding ufurpations, joined 
to the extreme caution of the general, kept every one in 
awe; and none dared, for fome days, to make any men- 
tion ofthe king. The members exerted their fpirig chiefly 
in bitter invectives againft the memory of Cromwel, and 
in execrations againft the inhuman murther of theiz 
late fovereign. At laft, the general, having fufficiently 
founded their inclinations, gave directions to Annefley, 
prefident of the council, to inform them, that one Sir 
John Grahville, a fervant of the king’s, had been fent 
over by his majefty, and was now at the door with a let- 
ter to the commoris. The loudeft acclamations were ex- 
cited by this intelligence. Granville was caliedin: The 
letter, accompanied with a declaration, greedily read : 
Without one moment’s delay, and without a contradic- 
tory vote, a committee was appointed to prepare an 
anfwer: And in order to fpread the fame fatisfaction 
throughout the kingdom, it was voted that the letter and 
declaration fhould immediately be publithed, 

Tue people, freed from that ftate of fufpence, in which 
they had fo long been held, now changed their anxious 
hope for the unmixt effufions of joy; and difplayed 4 
focial triumph and exultation, which no private profpe~ 
yity, even the greateft, is ever able fully to infpire. 
‘Traditions remain-of men, porticularly of Oughtred, the 
mathematician, who died for pleafure, when informed of 
this happy and furprifing eyent, The king’s declaration 
was well calculated tp uphold the fatisfaétion, infpired by 


the profpect of public {ettlement. It offered a general 


amnefty to all perfons whatfoever ; and that, without any 
exceptions but fugh as fhauld afterwards.be made by par: 
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© Oar liament: Tt promifed liberty of confcience ; and a‘ con- 


bene Currence in any act of parliament, which, upon mature 

#660, deliberation, fhould be offered, for infuring that induls 
gence: The enquiry into all grants, purchafes, and 
alienations, it fubmitted: to the arbitration of the fame 
affembly : And it affured the foldiers of all their arrears, 
and promifed them, for the fyture, the fame pay, which 
they then enjoyed. 

THE lords, perceiving the fpirit, by which the king- 
dom as well as the commons was animated, haftened to 
re-inflate themfelves in their ancient authority, and ta 
take their fhare in the fettlement of the nation. They 
found the doors of their houfe open ; and all were admit= 
ted, even fuch as had formerly been excluded on account 
of their pretended delinquency. 

THE two houfes attended ; while the king was pro= 
$thMay, claimed with creat folemnity, in Palace-Yard, at White+ 
hall, and at’ Temple-Bar. ‘The commons voted 500 
pounds to buy a jewel for Granville, who had brought 
them the king’s gracious meffages: A prefent of 50,000 
pounds was conferred on the king, 10,000 pounds on the 
duke of York, 5000 pounds on the duke of ‘Glocefter; 
A committee of lords and commons was difpatched to 
invite his majefty to return and take poffefion of the go- 
vernment. The rapidity, with which all thefe events 
were conducted, was marvellous, and difcovered the paf- 
fionate zeal and entire ungnimity of the nation Such 
an impatience appeared, and fuch an emulation, in lords, 
and commons, and city, who fhould make the mot lively 
‘expreffions of their joy and duty ; that, as the noble 
hiftorian exprefles it, a man could not but wonder where 
thofe people dwelt, who had done all the mifchief, and 
kept the king fo many years from enjoying the comfort 
and fupport of fuch excellent fubje&ts, The king him- 
ielf faid, that it muft furely have been his own fault, 
Bi: 
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that he had not fooner taken poflefion of the throne; ¢ Ray Pe 
fince he found every body fo zealous for promoting his co gy 
happy reftoration. TO, 

THE refpect of foreign powers foon followed the fub- 
miffion of the ‘king’s fubje&ts, Spain invited him to 
return to the Low Countries, and embark in fome of her 
maritime towns. France made proteftations of affection 
and regard, and offered Calais for the fame purpofe, 
The ftates-gencral fent deputies with @ like friendly in- 
vitation. The king refolved to accept of this laft offer. 
The people of the republic bore him’ a cordial affection ; 
and politics no longer reftrained their maviftrates from. 
promoting and expreffing that fentiment. As he paffed 
from Breda to the Hague, he was attended with numer- 
ous crowds, and was received with the loudeft-aéclama- 
tions; as if themfelves, not their rivals in power and 
commerce, were now reftored to peace and fecurity, 
The ftates-general in a body, and afterwards the ftates 
of Holland apart, performed their compliments with the 
greateft folemnity: Every perfon of diftin@ion was am- 
bitious of being introduced to his majefty ; all ambafladors 
and public minifters of kings, princes, or ftates, repaired 
to him, and profefled the joy of their mafters in his be- 
half: So that one would have thought, that, from the 
united efforts of Chriftendom, had been derived this 
revolution, which diffufed every where fuch univerfal 
fatisfa&tion. 

Tue Englifh fleet came in fight of Scheveling. Mon- 
tague had not waited for orders from the parliament ; but 
had perfuaded the officers, of themfelves, to tender their 
duty to his majefty. The duke of York immediately 
went on board, and took the command of the fleet as 
high admiral, 

WHEN the king difembarked at Dover, he was met 
by the general, whom he cordially embraced. . Never: 

fubject 
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LXII, 


w——— better of his king and country. In the fpace of a few 


1669. 


2oth May. 


Manners 
aad arts, 


months, without effufion of blood, by his cautious and 
difinterefted conduct alone, he had beftowed fettlement 
on three kingdoms, which had jong been torne with the 
moft violent convulfions: And having obftinately refufed 
the moft inviting conditions, offered him by the king as 
well as by every party in the kingdom, he freely reftored 
his injured mafter to the vacant throne. The king en- 
tered London on the 29th of May, which was alfo his 
birth-day. The fond imaginations of men interpreted as 
a happy omen the concurrence of two fuch joyful periods, 
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Ar this era, it may be proper to ftop a moment, and 

take a general furvey of the.age, fo far as regards man- 
ners, finances, arms, commerce, arts and {ciences. The 
chief ufe of hiftory is, that it affords materials for difqui- 
fitions of this nature ; and it {eems the duty ofan hiftorian 
to point out the proper inferences and conclufions. 

No people could undergo, a change more fudden and 
entire in their manners than did the Englifh nation dur- 
ing this period. From tranquillity, concord, {ubmiffion, 
fobriety, they paffed in an inftant to a ftate of faction, 
fanaticifm, rebellion, and almoft frenzy... The violence 
of the Englifh parties exceeded any thing, which we can 
now imagine: Had they continued but a little longer, 
there was juft reafon to dread all the horrors of the ancient 
maffacres and profcriptions. The military ufurpers, whofe 
authority was founded on palpable injuftice, and was fup- 
ported by no national party, would have been impelled 
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by rage and defpair into fuch fanguinary meafures ; and C H A Pe 
if thefe furious expedients had been embraced on one fide, rng 
revenge would naturally have pufhed the other party, after 1669. 
a return of power, to retaliate upon their enemies. No 

focial intercourfe was maintained between the parties; no 
marriages or alliances contraéted. The royalifts, though 
oppreffed, harrafled, perfecuted, difdained all affinity 

with their matters. he more they were reduced to fub- 
jection, the greater fuperiority did they affect above thofe 
ufurpers, who by violence and injuftice had acquired an 
afcendant over them, 

THE manners of the two factions were as oppofite as 
thofe of the moft diftant nations, ‘* Your friends, the 
‘* Cavaliers,” faid a parliamentarian to a royalift, “ are 
s¢ very diflolute and debauched.” ‘* True,” replied the 
royalift, ‘¢ they have the infirmities of men: But your 
“*’ friends, the Roundheads, have the vices of devils, 
“ tyranny, rebellion, and fpiritual pride ¢.” Riot and 
diforder, it is certain, notwithftanding the good example 
fet them by Charles I. prevailed very much among his 
partizans. Being commonly men of birth and fortune, 
to whom Soar are lefs pernicious than to the vulgar, 
they were too apt to indulge themfelves in all pleafures, 
particularly thofe of the table. Oppofition to the rigid 
precifenefs of their antagonifts encreafed their inclination 
to good-fellowfhip ; Sail the character of a man of plea- 
fure was affeéted among them, as a fure pledge of attach- 
ment to the Church and monarchy. Even when ruined 
by confifcations and fequeftrations, they endeavoured to 
maintain the appearance of a carelefs and. focial jollity. 
*“¢ As much as hope is fuperior to fear,” faid a poor and 
merry cavalier, ‘* fo much is our fituation preferable to 
f that of our enemies. We Jaugh while they tremble,” 

4 Sir Philip. Warwic, 
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c Toi P. "THE gloomy enthufiafm, which prevailed among the 


—,— parliamentary party, is furely the moft curious {fpectacle 
1660, prefented by any hiftory ; and the moft inftru@tive, as | 
well as entertaining, to a philofophical mind. All recre- 
ations were in a manner fufpended by the rigid feverity 
of the prefbyterians and independents.  Horfe-races and 
cock-matches were prohibited as the greateft enormities °, ; 
Even bear-baiting was efteemed heathenith and unchri- 
ftian : The fport of it, not the inhumanity, gave offence, 
Colonel Hewfon, from his pious zeal, marched with his 
regiment into London, and deftroyed all the bears, which 
were there kept for the diverfion of the citizens, This 
adventure feems to have given birth to the f@ion of Hu- 
dibras.. Though the Englifh nation be naturally candid 
and fincere, hypocrify prevailed among them beyond any 
example in ancient or modern times. The religious hy- 
pocrify, it may be remarked, is of a peculiar nature; and 
being generally unknown fo the perfon himfelf, though 
more dangerous, it implies lefs falfehood than any other 
{pecies of infincerity. The Old Teftament, preferably 
to the New, was the favourite of all the fectaries, The 
eaftern poetical ftyle of that compofition made it more 
eafily fufceptible of a turn, which was agreeable to them. 
We have had occafion, in the courfe of this work, to 
fpeak of many of the fects, which prevailed in England : 
‘To enumerate them all would be impoffible, The 
quakers, however, are fo confiderable, at leaft fo fingu- 
rlar, as to'merit fome attention; and as they entirely re< 
nounced by principle the ufe of arms, they never made 
fuch a figure in public tranfaétions as to enter‘into any 
part of our narration. > , z 
Tue religion of the quakers, like moft others, began - 
with the loweft vulgar, and, in its progrefs, came at laft ” 
to comprehend people of better quality and fafhion. 


© Killing no Murder, 
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George Fox, born at Drayton in Lancafhire in 1624, 
was the founder of this fect. He was the fon of a weaver, 
and was himfelf bound apprentice to a fhoe-maker. 
Feeling a ftronger turn towards fpiritual contemplations 
than towards that mechanical profeffiom, he left his ma- 
fter, and went about the country, cloathed in‘a leathern 
doublet, a drefs which he long affected, as well for its 
fingularity as its cheapnefS. That he might wean him- 
felf entirely from fublunary obje&s, he broke off all con- 
nexions with his friends and family, and never dwelled.a 
moment in one place; left habitude fhould beget new 
connexions, and deprefs the fublimity of his aerial medi- 
tations. He frequently wandered into the woods, and 
pafled whole days in hollow trees, without company, or 
any other amufement than his Bible. Having reached 
that pitch of perfection as to need no other book, he foon 
advanced to another ftate of f{piritual progrefs, and began 
to pay lefs regard even to that divine compofition itfelf, 
His own breaft, he imagined, was full of the fame infpi- 
ration, which had guided the prophets and apoftles them- 
felves; and by this inward light muft every fpiritual 
obfcurity be cleared, by this living fpirit muft the dead 
Jetter be animated, _ 

WuEeEn he had been fufficiently confecrated in his own 
imagination, he felt that the fumes of felf-applaufe foon 
diffipate, if not continually fupplied by the admiration of 


others ; and he began to feek profelytes. Profelytes were 


eafily gained, at a time when all men’s affections were 
turned towards religion, and when the moft extravagant 
modes of it were fure to be moft popular. All the forms 
of ceremony, invented by pride and oftentation, Fox and 
his difciples, from a fuperior pride and oftentation, care- 


fully rejected: Even the ordinary rites of civility were. 


fhunned, as the nourifhment of carnal vanity and felf- 
conceit, They would beftew no titles of diftin&tion: 
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i—— they indifcriminately accofted every one. To no perfor 


3660, 


would they make a bow, or move their hat, or give any 
figns of reverence. Inftead of that affeéted adulation; 
introduced into modetn tongues; of fpeaking to indivi- 
duals as if they were a multitude, they returned to the 
fiinplicity of ancient languages; and thow and thee were 
the only expreffions, which, on any confideration, they 
could be brought to employ. 

Dress too, a material circumftance, diftinguifhed the 
members ‘of this fect. Every fuperfluity and ornament 
was carefully retrenched: No plaits to their coat, no 
buttons to their fleeves: No lace, no ruffles, no embroi-= 
dery. Even a button to the hat, though fometimes ufe= 
ful, yet not being always fo, was univerfally rejected by 
them ‘with horror and deteftation. 

Tue violent enthufiafin of this fe&, like all high paf- 
fions, being too ftrong for the weak nerves to fuftain, 
threw the preachers into convulfidns, and fhakings, and 
diftortions in their limbs ; and they thence received the 
denomination of guakers. Amidft the great toleration, 
which was then granted to all fects, arid even encourage- 
ment given to all innovations, this fect alone fuffered 
perfecution, From the fervour of their zeal,’ the quakers 
broke into churches, difturbed public worfkip, and har= 
rafled the minifter and audience with railing and reproaches, 
When carried before a magiftrate, they refufed him all 
reverence, and treated him with the fame familiarity as if 
he had been their equal. Sometimes they wete thrown 
into mad-houfes, fometimes into prifons: Sometimes 
whipped, fometimes pilloryed. The patience and mag- 
nanimity, with which they fuffered, begat compaffion, 
admiration, efteem'. A fupernatural fpirit was believed 

to 
f The following ftory is told by Whitlocke, P. §99- Some quakers at 


Hafington in Northumberland coming to the minifter on the Sabbath-day, 
and 
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to fupport them. under thofe fufferings, which the ordi- C HA P, 


nary ftate of humanity, freed from the illufions of paffion, 
is unable to fuftain. 

THE quakers creeped into the army: But as they 
preached univerfal peace, they feduted the military zealots 
from their profeflion, and would footi; had they been fuf- 
fered, have put an end, without any defeat or calamity, 
to the dominion of the faints. Thefe attempts became a 
freth ground of perfecution, and a new reafon for their 
progrefs among the people. 

‘Morats with this feét were carried, or affeéted to be 
carried, to the fame degree of extravagance as religion. 
Give a quaker a blow on one cheek, he held up the other ; 
Atk his cloke, he gave you-his coat alfo: The greateft 
intereft could not engage him, in any court of judicature, 
to fwear even to the truth: He never afked more for his 
wares than the precife fum, which he was determined to 
accept. This laft maxim is laudable, and continues fill 
to be religioufly obferved by that fect. 

No fanatics ever carried farther the hatred to ceremo-= 
nies, forms, orders, rites, and pofitive inftitutions. Even 
baptiim and the Lord’s fupper, by all other feéts believed 
to be interwoven with the very vitals of chriftianity, were 
difdainfully rejected by them. The very Sabbath they 
profaned. The holinefs of churches they derided; and 
would give to thefe facred edifices no other appellation 
than that of /hops or Sieeple-houfes. No priefts were admit- 
ted in their fect : Every one had received from immediate 
illumination a charaéter much fuperior to the facerdotal. 
When they met for divine worthip, each rofe up in his 


and {peaking to him, the people fell upon the quakers, and almoft killed 
one or two of them, who going out fell on their Iknees, and prayed God te 
pardon the people, who knew not what they did; and afterwards foeakiag to 
the people, fo convinced them of the evil they had done in beating them, 
that the country people fell a quarrelling, and beat one another more than 
shey had before beaten the quakers, 


place, 
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place, and delivered. the extemporary inf{pirations of thé 


~~ fpirit: Women alfo were admitted to teach the brethreny 


and were confidered as proper vehicles to convey thé 
dictates of the Holy Ghoft. Sometimes a great many 
preachers were moved to {peak at once : Sometimes a total: 
filence prevailed in their congregations. 

SoME quakers attempted to faft forty days in imitation 
of Chrift; and one of them bravely perifhed in the expe- 
riments. A female quaker came naked into the church 
where the protector fate; being moved by the fpirit, as 
the faid, to appear as a fign to the people. A number of 
them fancied, that the renovation of all things had com-’ 
menced, and that cloaths were to be rejected together 
with other fuperfluities. The fufferings, which followed 
the practice of this doctrine, were a {pecies of perfecution 
not well calculated for promoting it. 


James NayYtor was a quaker, noted for blafphemy, 
or rather madnefs, in the time of the proteétorfhip. He 
fancied, that he himfelf was transformed into Chrift, and: 
was become the real Saviour of the world 5 and in confe- 
quence of this frenzy, he endeavoured to imitate many 
actions of the. Meffiah related in the evangelifts. As he 
bore a refemblance to the common piétures of Chrift 3 he 
allowed his beard to grow ina like form: He raifed a per- 
fon from the dead»: He was miniftered unto by women!; 
He entered Briftol, mounted on a horfe: I fuppofe, from 
the difficulty in that place of finding an afs: His difciples 
fpread their garments before him, and cried, “ Hofanna 
** to the higheft; holy, holy is the Lord God of Sab« 
‘¢ baoth.” When carried before the magiftrate, he would 
give no other anfwer to all queftions than “ thou haft 


. 
rt 


& Whitlocke, p, 624, 


h Harleyan Mifcellany, vol. vi. p. 399 One Dorcas Earberry made oath. 
before a magiftrate, that fhe had been dead two days, and that Naylor had 
brought her to life. i Id, ibid, 
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faid it.” What is remarkable, the parliament thought © 5 A P. 


LX, 


that the matter déferyed their attention. Near ten days 4a cast 


they {pent in enquiries and debates about him *. They 
condemned him to be pilloryed; whipped, burned in the 
face, and to have his tongue bored through with a red hot 
iron, All thefe feverities he bore with the ufual patience. 
So far his delufion fupported him. But the fequel {poiled 
all. He was fent to Bridewell, confined to hard labour, 
fed on bread and: water, and debarred from all his dif- 
ciples, male and female. His illufions diffipated ; and 
after fome time, he was contented to come out an ordi- 
nary man, and return to his ufual occupations, 

Tue chief taxes in England, during the time of the 
commonwealth, were the monthly affeflments, the excife, 
and the cuftoms.. The afleflments were levied on perfonal 
eftates as well as on Jand'; and commiffioners were ap= 
pointed in each county for rating the individuals. The 
higheft affeflment amounted to 120,000 pounds a month 
in England; the loweft was 35,000. The affeflments 
in Scotland were fometimes 10,000 pounds a month ; 
commonly 6000... Thofe on Ireland gooo,. At a me- 
dium, this tax might have afforded about a million a year. 
The excife, during the civil wars, was le evied on bread, 
filefh-meat, as well as beer, ale, {trong-waters, and many 


ether commodities, After the king was fubdued, bread 


and flefh-meat were exempted from excife. The coe 
on exportation were lowered in 1656", In 1650, com- 
miffioners were appointed to levy both cuftoms oes 

cifes. Cromwel-in. 1657 returned to the old 1 practice of 
farming. Eleven hundred thoufand pounds were then 
offered, both for cuftoms and excife, a greater fum than 
had ever been levied by the commiffioners », Lhe whole 
of the taxes during that period m ight ata medium amount 


® Thurloe, vol. v. p. 703. 1 Scobe!, p. 479, 
™ Thurloe, vol. ii, p. 475. B Scobe!, p. 376s 
© Thurloe, vol, vis p, 425. 
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| Ta moderate, 


1660, 


much exceeded the revenue of any former 
king ?, Sequeftrations, compofitions, fale of crown and 
church lands, and of the lands of delinquents, yielded 
alfo confiderable fums, but very difficult,to be eftimated. 
Church lands are faid to have been fold for a million 2. 
None of thefe were ever valued at above ten or eleven 
yeats purchafe'.. The eftates of delinquents amounted 
to above 200,000 pounds a year*. Cromwel died more. 
than two millions in debt '; though the parliament had 
left him in the treafury above 500,000 pounds; and in 
ftores, the value of 700,000 pounds *, 

THE committee of danger in April 1648 voted to raife 
the army to. 40,000 men”, The famé.year, the pay of 
the army was. eftimated at 80,000 pounds a month *. 
The eftablifhment of the army in 1652, was in Scotland 
15,000 foot, 2580 horfe, 560 dragoons; in England, 
4700 foot, 2520 horfe, garrifons 6154. In all, 31,5195 
befides officers ¥, The:army in Scotland was afterwards 
confiderably reduced. The army in Ireland was not 
much fhort of 20,000 men ; fo that upon the whole; ‘the 
commonwealth maintained in 1652 a ftanding army of 
more than 50,000 men. Its pay amounted to a yearly 
fum of 1,047,715 pounds*, Afterwards the protector 
reduced the eftablifhment to 30,00 men ; as appears by 
the Inftrument of Government and Humble Petition and 
Advice. His frequent enterprizes obliged him from time 
to time to augment them. Richard had on foot in Eng 
land an army of 13,258 men, in Scotland 9506, in Ire~ 

Pit appears that the late king’s revenue from.1637, to the meeting of the 
long parliament, wes only 9¢0,000 pounds, of which 200,000 may be efteem= 
ed illegal. q Di. Walker, p34. t Thurloe, vol. i, p. 753 

8 Ibid, vol. ii. ps 4rq. t )bid, vol. vii, p. 667. 

u World’s Miftake in Oliver Cromwel. W Whitlocke, p. 2986 

x Tbid. p. 378. ¥ Journal, ad December, 2652, 

% Jd, ibid, 
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land about 10,000 men. *, ‘The. foot. foldiers had. com-€ H A Py 
“aus ; : pete LXIif, 

monly a thilling aday *. The horfe had two fhillings Wo 
and fix-pence; fo that many gentlemen and younger 166. 
brothers of good family inlifted in the protector’s cavalry * 
No wonder, that fuch men were ayerfe from the re-efta~ 
blifhment of ciyil government, by which, they well knew, 
they muft be deprived of fo gainful a profeffion, 

Axour the time of the. battle of Worcefter, the par= 
liament had on foot about 80,000 men, partly militia, 
partly regular forces. The vigour of the commonw alth, 
and the great capacity of thofe members, who had aflum- 
ed the adminiftration, never at any time appeared fo con~ 
S{picuous 4, 


Tue whole revenue of the public during the protec- 
torfhip of Richard was eftimated at 1,868,717 pounds : 
His annual expences at 2,201,540. pounds. An addi- 
tional revenue was demanded from the parliament ¢, 

THE commerce and induftry of England encreafed 
extremely during the peaceable period of Charles’s reign: 
‘The trade to the Eaft-Indies and to Guinea becatné con- 
fiderable, The Englith: poffefled almoft. the fole trade 
with Spain. Twenty thoufand cloths were annually fent 
to Turkey '. Commerce met with interruption, no doubt, 

from the civil wars and convulfions, which afterwards 
prevailed; though it foon recovered after the eftablifh- 
ment of the commonwealth. ‘T’he war with the Dutch, 
by diftrefing the commerce of fo formidable a rival, ferved 
to encourage trade in England: The Spanith war was 
uin_an. equal degree pernicious, All the effe&ts of the 
Englith merchants, to an immenfe value, were confit. 
cated in Spain... Tae prevalence of demoeratical principles 


4 Journal, 6th of April, 1659. 5 Thurloe, vol, i. p. 395« 
vol, ii. p, q1q. * Gumbie’s Life of Monk, 4 Whitlocks, 
P+ 477+ © Journal, 7th April, 1659, £ Sivafford’s Letters, 


WOls i, Pe 42%) 423) 430,467. 
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c Hie erigaged the country gentlemen to bind their fons appren 


i——~,-— tices to merchants  ; and commerce has ever fince been 
1660. more honourable in England than in any other European 
kingdom. The exclufive companies, which formerly 
confined trade, were never exprefsly abolifhed by any or- 
dinance of parliament during the commonwealth; but as 
men payed no regard to the prerogative, whence the 
charters of thefe companies were derived, the monopoly 
was gradually invaded, and commerce encreafed by the 
encreafe of liberty. Intereft in 1650 was reduced to fix 
per cent. 

Tue cuftoms in England, before the civil wars, are 
faid to have amounted to 500,000 pounds a year®; A 
fum ten times greater than during the beft period in queen 
Elizabeth’s reign: But there is probably fome exagger~ 
ation in this matter. 

THE Poft-houfe, in 1653, was fattied at 10,000 pounds 
a year, which was deemed a confiderable fum for the three 
kingdoms. Letters paid only about half the prefent 
poftage. 

FRoM 1619 to 1638, there had been coined 6,900,042 
“pounds. From 1638 to 1657, the coinage amounted to 
77332521 pounds *, Dr. Davenant has told us,’ from 
the regifters of the Mint, that, between 1558 and 1650, 
there had been coined 198325476 pounds, in gold and 
filver. 


Tue firft mention of tea, coffee, and chocolate, is 
about 1660 *. Afparagus, artichoaks, colliflower, and 
a variety of fallads, were about the fame time introduced 
into England}. 

Tue colony of New England encreafed by means of 
the puritans, who fled thither, in order to free themfelyes 


& Clarendon, h Lewis Roberts’s Treafure of Traffick, 
i Happy Foturé State of England, k Anderfor, vol, ii, ps alte | 
I Id, ibid, 
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from the conftraint, which. Laud. and. the church party 
had impofed upon them; and before the commencement 
of the civil wars, it is fuppofed to have contained 25,000 
fouls ". For a like reafon, the catholics, afterwards, 
who found themfelves expofed to many hardfhips, and 
dreaded ftill worfe treatment, went over to America in 
great numbers, and fettled the colony. of Maryland, 
Berore the civil wars, learning and the fine arts were 
favoured at court, and a good tafte began to prevail in the 
nation, The king loved pictures, fometimes handled the 
pencil himfelf, and was a good judge of the art. The 
pieces of foreign mafters were bought up at a vaft price ; 
and the value of pictures doubled in Europe by the emu- 
Jation between Charles and Philip [V. of Spain, who was 
touched with the fame elegant paffion. Vandyke was 
carefled and enriched at court. Inigo Jones was matter 
of the king’s buildings ; though afterwards perfecuted by 


544 
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the parliament on account of the part, which he had in ° 


rebuilding’ St. Paul’s, and for obeying fome orders of 
council, by which he was directed to pull down houfes, 
in order to make room for that fabric. Laws, who had 
not been furpaffed by any mufician before him, was much 
beloved by the king, who called him the father of mufic, 
Charles was a good judge of writing, and was efteemed 
by fome more anxious with regard to purity of ftyle than 
became a monarch". Notwithftanding his narrow reve- 
nue, and his freedom from all vanity, he lived in fuch 
magnificence, that he poflefled four and twenty palaces, 
all of them elegantly and compleatly furnifhed ; infomuch, 
that, when he removed from one to another, he was not 
obliged to tranfport any thing along with him. 
CromwEL, though himfelf a barbarian, was not in- 
fenfible to literary merit.. Ufher, notwithftanding his 
being a bifhep, received a penfion from him. ~Marvet 


# Brith Empire in America, vol. i, pe-372. % Boract, 
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CHAP. and Milton were in his fervice. Waller, who was his 
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——— relation, was carefled by him. That poet always faid, 


1660, 


that the Protector himfelf was not fo wholly illiterate as 
was commonly imagined. He gave a hundred pounds a 
year to the divinity profeflor at Oxford ; and an hiftorian 
mentions this bounty as an inftance of his love of lite- 
rature°, He inténded to have ereGed a college at Dur- 
fam for the benefit of the northern counties, 

Civit wars, efpécially when founded on principles of: 
liberty, are not commonly unfavourable to the arts of 
eloquence and compofition ; or rather, by prefenting no- 
bler and more interefting objeéts, they amply compenfate 
for that tranquillity, of which they bereave the mufes. 
The fpeeches of the parliamentary orators during this 
period are of a ffrain much fuperior to what any former 
age had produced in England ; and the force and compafs 
of our tongue were then firft put to trial. It muft how= 
ever be. confeffed, that the wretched fanaticifm, which fo 
much infected the parliamentary perty, was no lefs de- 
ftructive of tafte and fcience, than of all law and order. 
Gaiety and wit were profcribed: Human learning de- 
fpifed : Freedom of enquiry detefted : Cant and hypocrify 
alone encouraged. It was 2n article pofitively infifted on 
in the preliminariés to the treaty of Uxbridge, that all 
play-houfes fhould for ever be abolifhed. Sir John Da- 
Venant, fays Whitlocke ’, {peaking of the year 1658, 
publifhed an oper’, notwithftanding the nicety of the 
times. All thé king’s furniture was put to fale: His pic- 
tures, difpofed of at very low prices, enriched all the 
collections in Europe: The cartoons, when complete, 
were only appraifed at 300 pounds, though the whole - 
collection of the king’s curiofities’ were fold at above 
50,000 3. Even the royal palaces were pulled in pieces, 


© Neale’s Hiftory of the Puritans, vol. iv, P+ 1236 PP, 6396 
r G Parl, Hit, vol, xix, p, $3. 


and 


THE “COMMONWEALTH, 343 


and the materials of them fold. he very rea and C H.A'P. 
medals at St. James’s, were intended by the generals to Voy 
be brought to auétion, in order to/pay the arrears of fome 6e 
regiments of cavalry, quartered near London: But Sci- 
den, apprehenfive of this bole, engaged: his friend W hit- 
locke, then lord=keeper for the commonwealth, ‘to apply 
for the office of librarian. Thi is contrivance faved that 
valuable colleétion, 

It is however remarkable, that the greateft genius by 
far, that fhone out in’ England during this -period;"was 
deeply engaved*with thefe fanatics, and even: proftituted 
his pen in theological: controverfy,; “in factions ‘difputes, 
and in juftifying the moft violent meafures of the party. 
This was John Milton,’ whofe poems are admirable, 


though liable: to fome . objections 3" his profe ‘writings 


difagreeable, though not altogether defective in genius; 


Nor are‘ all his poenis'equal: His: Paradife Loft, his Co- 
mus, and a few others fhine out amidft fome flat and in= 
fipid compofitions::. Even in the Paradife Loft, his capital 


performance, there are very lone paflages 


near a third of the ‘work, alnioft wholly devoid of har- 


mony and el] ice, nay,’ of all vigour of imagination: 


This natdral inequality in Milton’s ‘cenius was ‘much 


encreafed by the inequalities in his fubje€t; of which 
fome parts are of themfelves the moft lofty that can enter 


jnto human-conception ; others would have required the 


moft laboured elegance of compofition to fupport them 


5 


‘ 
It is certain, that this author, when im a happy moody 


and employed on a noble fubje&, ts the moft wonderfully 


¥ 


fublime of any poet in any language; Homer and Lucre- : 


tius and Taffo not e er ed. More concife th 
more fimple than T'affo, more nervéuis 
had he lived ina later : 
rudenefsin® his verfes ; had he 
and pofleffed leifure to watch 
r “4 hinfelf ; 
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¢ xn.’ himfelf; he had attained the pinnacle of human perfees 


t—.—— tion, and borne away the palm of epic poetry. 
_ 1660. It is well known, that Milton never enjoyed in his 
lifetime the reputation which he deferved. His Paradife 
Loft was long negle&ted: Prejudices againft an apologift 
for the regicides, and againft.a work not wholly purged 
from the cant of former times, kept the ignorant world 
from perceiving the prodigious merit of that performance, 
Lord Somers, by encouraging a good edition. of it, about 
twenty years after the author’s death, firft brought it into 
Feputation ; and Tonfon, in his dedication of a fimaller 
edition, fpeaks of it as a work juft beginning to be known: 
Even during the prevalence of Milton’s party, he feems 
never to have been much regarded ; and Whitlocke * talks 
of one Milton, as he calls him, a blind man, who was 
= employed in tranflating a treaty with Sweden into Latin, 
Thefe forms of expreffion are amufing to pofterity, who 
confider how obfcure Whitlocke himfelf, though lord- 
keeper, and ambaflador, and indeed a man of great abi« 
lity and merit, has become in comparifon of Milton. 

Ir was not ftrange, that Milton received no encour- 
agement after the reftoration : It was more to be admired, 
that he efcaped with his life, Many of the cavaliers 

lamed extremely that lenity towards him, which was fo 
honourable in the king, .and fo advantageous to pofterity, 
It is faid, that he had faved Davenant’s life during the 
protectorfhip ; and Davenant in return afforded him like 
protection after the reftoration; being fenfible, that men 
of letters ought always to regard their fympathy of tafte 
: as a more powerful band of union, than any difference 
of party or opinion asa fource of animofity. It was dur- 

ing a ftate of poverty, blindnefs, difgrace, danger, and 

old age, that Milton compofed his wonderful poem, 

which not only furpaffed all the performances of his co- 
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temporaries, but all, the compofitions, which had flowed © y AP, 


xAIL 


from his pen, during the vigor of his age, and the height , ; 


f his profperity. ‘This circumftance is not the leaft re- 
markable of all thofe which attend that great genius. 

W ALLER was the firft refiner of Englith poetry, at leaft 
of Englifh rhyme ; but his performances {till abound with 
many “Tasks and, what is more material, they contain 
but feeble and fuperficial beauties. Gaiety, wit, and in- 
genuity are their ruling character: They afpire not to 
the fublime; ftill lefs to the pathetic, They treat of 
love, without making us feel any tendernefs ; and abound 
in panegyric, without exciting admiration, . The pane- 
gyric, hawever, on Cromwel. contains more force than 
we fhould expect from the other compolitions of this poet. 

WALLER was born to an ample. fortune, was early 
introduced to the court, and lived. in the beft company. 
He poflefled talents for eloquence as well as poetry; and 
till his.death; which happened in a good old age, he was 
the delight of the houfe of commons... The errors of his 
life proceeded more from want of courage than of honour 
or integrity. 

Cow tey is an author extremely corrupted by the bad 
tafte of his age ; but had he lived even in the pureft times of 
Greece or Rome, he muft always have been a very indif- 
ferent‘poct. He had no ear for harmony; and-his_verfes 
are only known to be fuch by the rhyme, which termi- 
nates them. In his rugged untuneable numbers are con- 
veyed fentiments the moft {trained -and-violent ; Jong fpun. 
allegories, diftant allufions, and forced conceits. . Great 
ingenuity, however, and vigour of thought fometimes 
break out amidft thofe unnatural conceptions: A few 
anacreontics furprife us by their eafe and gaiety: His 
profe writings aria: by the honefty and goodnefs which 
they exprefs, and even by their fpleen and melancholy, 
This author was much more praifed and admired. during 


his 
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= ) great Milton. 


Siz Jonn Denxam in his Cooper’s Hill (for none 
of his other poems merit attention) has a loftinefs and 
vigour, which had not before him been attained by any 
Englifh poet, who wrote in rhyme. The mechanical 
difficulties of ‘that meafure retarded its improvement. 
Shakefpeare, whofe tragic fcenes are fometimes fo won- 
derfully forcible and expreffive, is.a very indifferent poet,: 
when he attempts to rhyme. Precifion and neatnefs are 
chiefly wanting in Denham. 

No Englifh author in that ape was more celebrated 
both abroad and at home than Hobbes: In our times, ‘he 
is much neglected: A lively inftance, how precarious all 
reputations, founded’ on reafoning and philofophy ! A 
pleafant comedy, which’ paints the manners of the age, 
and expofes a faithfal piture of nature, is a durable work, 
and is tranfmitted to the latef'pofterity. But a fyftem, . 
whether phyfical or metaphyfical,” owes commonly its 
fuccefs to its novelty; and is no fooner’ canvafled’ with 
impartiality than its weaknefs is difcovered.  Hobbés’s 
politics are fitted only to promote tyranny, and his ethics 
to encourage licentioufnefs. “‘Thotgh an ‘citeiny to’ reli- 
gion, he partakes nothing of the Fatit of fceptic ifn} 5 but 
is as pofitive and dogmatical as if human reafon, and “his 
reafon in particular, could attain a thorough conVACICTE 
in thefe fubjects. Clearnefs and propriety of ftyle are the 
chief excellencies of Hobbes’s writings. Tn his own per-~ 
fon he is reprefented to have been a man of virtue; a cha- 
racter no wife furprifing, notwithftanding his libertine 
fyftem of ethics, “Timidity is the principal fault, with 
which he is reproached : He lived to an extreme old’ age, 
yet could never reconcile himfelf to the thoughts of death, 
he boldnefs of his opinions and fentiments form a ré= 
markable contraft to this part of his character, 

. Hars 


THE COMMONWEALTH: 


Hark InGTon’s, Oceana was well adapted to that age, 
when the plans of imaginary republics were the daily 
fubjeéts of debate and converfation ; and even in our time 
it is juftly admired as a work of genius and invention. 


The idea, however, of a perfect and ‘inimortal Common- 


wealth will always be found as chimerical as that of a 
perfe&t and immortal”man. |The Ryle~of this ‘author 
Wants eafe and fluency ; but the good matter, which his 
work contains, makes ample compenfation. 

HARVEY is erititled to the glory of having made, by 
reafoning alone, without any mixture of accident; a Ca= 
pital difcovery in one of the moft important branches of 


{cience. . He had alfo the happinefs of eftablifhing at once 


his theory on the moft folid and convincing proofs ; and 
pofterity has added little to the arguments fuggefted by 
his induftry and ingenuity. His treatife of the circula- 
tion of the blood is farther embellifhed by that warmth 
and fpirit, which fo naturally accompany the genius of 
invention. This great man was much ves by 
Charles I. who gave him the liberty. of ufing all the deer 
in the royal forefts for perfecting his difcoveries on the 

generation of animals. 

but did 


Tus age affords great materials for hiftory ; 
not produce any accompiines hiftorian. ' Clarendon, 


o 
however, will always be efleemed an entertaining author, 
even independant of our curlofity to know the facts, which 
he relates. His ftyle is prolix and redundant, and fuffo- 
cates us by the length of its periods: But it difcovers 
imagination and fentiment, and pleaies us at the fame 
prove of it. . He is more partial in ap- 


time that we dif 
pearance than in reality : For he feems perpetually anxious 


to apologize for the king; but his apologies are often well 
grounded. He is lefs partial in his relation of facts,’than 


in his account of chara¢ters: He was too honeft a man 
to falfify the former; his affections were eafily capable, 
unknown 
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C HA P. unknown to himfelf, of difguifing the latter. An air of 
LXIt, 

—~-— probity and goodnefs runs through the whole work ; as 
1665," thefe qualities did in reality embellifh the whole life of 


the author, 

‘THESE are the chief performances, which engage the 
attention of pofterity. Thofe numberlefs produétions, 
with which the prefs then abounded; the cant of the 
pulpit, the declamations of party, the faluctlties of theo. 
logy ; all thefe have long ago funk into filence and obli- 
vion.. Even a writer, fuch as Selden, whofe learning 
was his chief excellency; or Chillingworth, an acute 
difputant againft the papifts, will fcarcely be ranked among 
the claffics of our language or country, 
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New minifiry-——AG of indemnity —— Settlement of 
the revenue——Trial and execution of the regicides 
~——Diffolution of the convention——Parliament 
——Prelacy reftored——Infurreétion of the Mille- 
narians——Affairs of Scotland———Conference at 
the Savoy—— Arguments for and againft a compre- 
benfion——A new parliament—-—Bifbops’ feats 
reftored——Corporation af——AG of uniformity 

And 

execution——Prefbytervian clergy ejeed—— Dun- 


~—— King’s marriage——Trial of Vane 


kirk fold to the French—-- Declaration of indulgence 
———Decline of Clarendon’s credit. 


HARLES Il. when he afcended the throne of €'1H A P. 
his anceftors, was thirty years of age. He poffeffed , — ; 
a vigorous conftitution, a fine fhape, a manly figure, a 166% 
graceful air; and though his features were harfh, yet 
was his countenance in the main lively and engaging. 
He was in that period of life, when there remains enough 
of youth to render the perfon amiable, without prevent- 
ing that authority and regard, which attend the years of 
experience and maturity. Tendernefs was excited:by the 
memory of his recent adverfities.. His prefent profperity 
was the object rather of admiration than of envy.: And 
as the fudden-and: furprifing revolution,‘ hich reftored 
: him 


go? 
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him to his regal rights, had alfo reftored the nation to 


~~ peace, law, order, and liberty; no prince ever obtained 


2660, 


New mini- 
iiry. 


acrown in more favourable circumftances, or was more 
bleft with the cordial affeCtion and attachment of his 
fubjects. 


Tuis popularity, the king, by his whole demeanor 
and behaviour, was well qualified to.fupport and to en- 
creafe. ‘To a lively wit and quick comprehenfion, he 
united a juft underftanding and a general obfervation both 
of men.and things. The.eafieft manners, the moft un- 
affected politenefs, the moft engaging gaiety accompanied 
his converfation and addrefs. Accuftomed during his 
exile to live among his courtiers rather like a companion ~ 
than a monarch; he retained, even while on the throne, 
that open affability, which was capable of reconciling the 
moft determined republicans to his royal dignity. To- 
tally devoid of refentment, as well from the natural lenity 


as carelef{nefs of his temper, he infured pardon. to. the 


moft guilty of his enemies, and left hopes of favour to his 
moft violent opponénts. From the whole tenor of his 
ations and difcourfe, he feemed defirous of lofing the 
memory of paft animofities, and of uniting every party 
in an affection for their prince and their native country. 
Intro.his council were admitted the moft eminent men 
of the. nation, without ‘regard to former diftinétions : 
‘The prefbyterians, equally with the royalifts, fhared this 
honour; Annefley was alfo created earl of Anglefey ; 
Afhley.Cooper lord Athley ; Denzil Hollis lord Hollis. 
‘The earl of Manchefter was appointed lord chamberlain, 
and lord Say privy feal. Calamyand Baxter, prefbyte- 
xian clergymen, were even made chaplains to the king. 
ApMiraL Monracus, created earl of Sandwich, was 
entitled from his recent fervices “to: great favour; and:he 


iebtained it... Monk, created: duke of Albemarle, had 


performed {uch fignal fervices, that, according to awnlgar 


ac and 
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and. malignant obfervation, he ought rather to have ex» CHAP, 


: : LX, 
pected hatred and ingratitude : Yet was he ever treated Ly ng 
the king with great marks of diftinGtion. Charles’s dif- ~~ 266% 


pofition, free from jealoufy ; and the prudent behaviour 
of the general, who never over-rated his merits; pre- 
vented all thofe difgufts, which naturally arife in fo del- 
Cate a fituation. ‘The capacity too of Albemarle was net 
extenfive, nor were his parts fhining. ‘Though he had 
diftinguifhed himfelf in inferior ftations, he was found, 
upon familiar acquaintance, not to be wholly equal. to 
thofe great atchievements, which fortune had’ enable] 
him to perform; and he appeared unfit for the court, 2 
{cene of life to which he had never been accuftomed. 
Morrice, his friend, was created fecretary of ftate, and 
was fupported more by his patron’s credit than by his owa 
ability or experience, 

Bur the choice, which the king at firft made of his 
principal minifters and favourites, was the circumftance, : 
which chiefly gave contentment to the nation, and prog- 
nofticated future happinefs and tranquillity. Sir Edwaré 
Hyde, created earl of Clarendon, was chancellor anc 
prime minifter: The marquefs, created duke of Ormond, 
was fteward of the houfchold: ‘The earl of Southampton, 
high treafurer:, Sir Edward. Nicholas, fecretary of ftate, 
Thefe men, united together in the ftriGeft friendfhip, 
and combining in the fame laudable inclinations, fup- 
ported cach others credit, and_purfued the interefts of the 
public. 

AGREEABLE to the prefent profperity of public affairs ’ 
was the univerfal joy and feftivity diffufed throughout the 
nation, The melancholy aufterity of. the: fanatics. fel] 
into diferedit. together with their, principles. ~The roya- 
lifts, who had ever aficcted a contrary difpofition, found 
in their recent fuccefs new motives for mirth and gaiety-5 
and it-now belonged tg them to. give repute and. fafhion 
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u~— ently appeared, that gravity was very diftinét from wif+ 
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dom, formality from virtue, and hypocrify from religion. 
The king himfelf, who bore a ftrong propenfity to plea- 
fure and focicty, ferved, by his powerful and engaging 
example, to banifh thofe four and malignant humours, 
which had hitherto engendered fuch confufion. And 
though the jut bounds were undoubtedly paffed, when 
men returned from their former extreme ; yet was the 
public happy in exchanging vices, pernicious to fociety, 
for diforders, hurtful chiefly to the individuals themfelves, 
who were guilty of them. 


Ir required fome time before the feveral parts of the 
flate, disfigured by war and faction, could recover their 
former arrangement: But the parliament immediately 
entered into good correfpondence with the king; and 
they treated him with the fame dutiful regard, which had 
ufually been payed to his predeceflors. Being fummoned 
without the king’s confent, they received, at firft, only 
the title of a Convention ; and it was not till the king 
pafled an a&t for that ‘purpofe, that they were called by 
the appellation of parliament. All judicial proceedings, 
tranfacted in the name of the commonwealth or protec- 
tor, were ratified by anew law. And both houfes, ac- 
knowledging the guilt of the former rebellion, gratefully 
received, ‘in their own name and in that of all the fub- 


‘jects, his majefty’s gracious pardon and indemnity. 


_ Tue king, before his reftoration, being afraid of re- 
ducing any of his enemies to defpair, and at the fame 
time unwilling that fuch enormous crimes as had been 
committed, fhould receive a total impunity, had expreffed 
himfelf very cautioufly in his declaration of Breda, and 
had promifed an indemnity to all criminals, but fuck as 
fhould be excepted by parliament. He now iffued a pro- 
clamation, declaring that fuch of the late king’s judges 

. ag 
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THE commons feem:to have been more inclined to le» 
nity than the lords... The upper houfe, inflamed with the 
Ul ufage, which they had received, were refolved, befides 
the late king’s judges, to except every one, who had fat 
in_any high court of juftice. Nay, the earl of Briftol 
moved, that no pardon might be granted to thofe who 
had any wife contributed to the king’s death. So wide 
an exception, in which.every one, who had ferved the 
parliament, might be comprehended, gave a general 
alarm ; and men began to apprehend, that this motion 
was the effeét of fome court artifice or intrigue. But the 
king foon diffipated thefe fears. He’came to the houfe of 
peers ; and in the moft earneft terms, preffed the a&t of 
“general indemnity. He urged both the neceffity of the 
thing, and the obligation of his former promife: A pro- 
mife, he faid, which he would: ever regard as facred ; 
fince to it he probably owed the ‘fatisfa@ion, which at 
prefent he enjoyed, of meeting his people in parliament, 
This meafure of the king was received with great applaufe 
and fatisfaction, 

AFTER repeated folicitations, the a& of indemnity 
pafled both houfes, and foon received the royal affentt 
Thofe who had an immediate hand in the late king’s death, 
were there excepted: Even Cromwel, Ireton, Bradfhaw, 
and others now dead were attainted, and their eftates for- 
feited. Vane and Lambert, though none of the regi= 
cides, were alfo excepted. St, John and feventeen perfons 
more were deprived of all benefit from this act, if they 
ever accepted any public employment. All who had fat 
in any illegal high court of juftice were difabled from 
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c pale P. bearing offices. ‘Thefe were all the feverities, which fol- 
_——_s lowed fuch furious civil wars and convulfions. 
A A ‘THE next bufinefs was the fettlement of the king’s re- 
rat reves yenue, In this work, the parliament had regard to public 
freedom as well as to the fupport of the crown. The 
tenures of wards and liveries had long been regarded as a 
grievous burthen by the nobility and gentry: Several 
attempts had been made during the reign of James to 
purchafe this. prerogative, together with that of purvey- 
ance; and 200,000 pounds a year had been offered that 
ptince in lieu of them: Wardfhips and purveyance had 
been utterly abolifhed by the republican parliament : And 
even in the prefent parliament, before, the king arrived 
in England, a bill had been introduced, offering him a 
compenfation for thefe revenues. A hundred thoufand 
pounds a year was the fum agreed to; and half of the 
excife was fettled in perpetuity upon the crown as the 
fund whence this revenue fhould be levied. Though that 
_ impoft yielded more profit, the bargain might be efteemed 
hard ; and it was chiefly the neceffity of the king’s fitua- 
tion, which induced him to confent to it. No requeft 
of the parliament, during the prefent joy, could be re- 
fufed them. 
‘TonnaGE and poundage and the other half of the excife 
were granted to the king during life. “The parliament 
even proceeded fo far as»to vote that the fettled reve- 
nue of the crown for all charges fhould be 1,200,000 
pounds a year; a fum larger than any Englifh monarch 
had ever before enjoyed... But as all the princes of Eu- 
rope were perpetually augmenting their military force, 
and confequently their expence, it became requifite that 
England, from motives both of honour and fecurity, 
fhould bear fome, proportion to them, and adapt its re- 
venue to the new fyftem of politics, which prevailed: 
According 


CHAR L £6) it: 


365 


According to the chancellor’s computation, a chargé of C HA Py 


800,000 pounds a*year, ‘was'at prefent requifite for the 
fleet and other articles, which ‘formerly coft the crown 
but eighty thoufand. 

Hap the parliament, before reftoring' the king, infifted 
on any farther limitations than thofe which the conftitu- 
tion’ already impofed; befides the danger of reviving 
former quarrels among parties ; it would feem; that their 
precaution had been entirely fuperfuous. By reafon ‘of 
its flender and precarious revenue, the crown in efe@ 
was {till totally dependant, Not a fourth part of this 
fum, which feemed requifite for public expences, could 
be levied without confent of parliament; and any concef= 
fions, had they been thought neceflary, might; even after 
the reftoration, be extorted by the commons from theit 
neceffitous prince. ‘This parliament fhowed no intention 
of employing at prefent that engine to any fuch purpofes ; 
but they feemed {ti]l determined not to part with it en+ 
tirely, or to render the revenues of the crown fixed and 
independent, Tho’ they voted in general; that 1200,000 
pounds a year fhould be fettled on the king, they fcarcely 
afligned any funds, which could yield two thirds of that 
fum. And they left tho care of fulfilling their engage- 
ments to the future confideration of parliament, 

In all the temporary fupplies, which they ‘voted, they 
difcovered the fame cattious frugality: To difvand the 
army, {fo formidable in iefelf, and fo much accuftomed t6 
tebellion’ and changes: of ‘government, was neceflary for 
the fecurity both of king and parliament; ‘yet the com- 
mons fhowed great jealoufy in granting the fums; requi-~ 
fite for that purpofe. An affeflment of 79;000 pounds 4 
month was impofed ; but it was at firtt voted, to continue 
only threé months : And all the other fums; which, they 
levied for that ufe, by a poll-bill and new affeffinents, 
were ftill granted by parcels; as if they were not, as yet, 
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CH A P.well affured of the fidelity, of that hand, to which the 
4 Sans ; tT tess 
+ Money was entrufted. Having proceeded fo far. in. the 
Rigas fettlement of the nation, the parliament adjourned itfelf i 
13¢0 Sept, 


for fome time. 


bie cA Durinc the recefs of parliament, the object, which 
execution o ‘ 5 4 ; : : 
the regis Chiefly interefted the public, was the trial and condemn- 


cides, 


ation of the regigides, ‘The general indignation, attend- 
ing the enormous crime, of which thefe men had been 
guilty, made their fufferings the fubje€t of joy to the 
people: But in the peculiar circumftances of that action, 
in the prejudices of the times, as well as in the behaviour 
of the criminals, a mind, feafoned with humanity, will 
find a plentiful-fource of compaffion ’ and indulgence, 
Can any one, without the utmof concern for ~human 
blindnefs and ignorance, confider the demeanor of general 
Harrifon, who was firft brought to his trial? With great 
courage and elevation of fentiment, he told the court, 
’ that the pretended crime, of which he ftood accufed, was 
not a deed, performed.in a corner: The found-of it had 
gone forth to moft nations ; and in the fingular.and niar- 
vellous conduct of it had chiefly appeared the foyereign 
power of heaven, That he himfelf, agitated by doubts, 
had often, with paffionate tears, offered up his ‘addrefles 
to the divine Majefty, and earneftly fought for ight and 
conviction : He had ftill received affurance of a heavenly 
fanction, and»returned. from thefe devout fupplications 
with more ferene tranquillity and fatisfa@ion. .That al 
the nations of the earth were, in the eyes of their Creator, 
lefs, than a drop of water in the bucket; nor were their 
erroneous judgments aught but darknefs compared with 
divine illuminations. ‘That thefe frequent illapfes of the 
divine {pirit he could not fufpeét to be interefted illufions; 
fince he was confcious, that, for no temporal advantage, 
would he offer injury to the pooreft man or woman that 
trod upon the earth, That all the allurements of ambi- 
tion, 
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tion, all the terrors of imprifonment, had not been able, 
during the ufurpation of Cromwel, to fhake his fteddy 
refolution, or bend him to a compliance with that deceit- 
ful'tyrant.’ And that when invited by him to fit on the 
right hand of the throne, when offered riches and fplen- 
dor and dominion, he had difdainfully reje&ed all tempt- 
ations; and neglecting the tears of his friends and family, 
had. ftill, through every danger, held fait his principles 
and his integrity. 

Scot, who was more a republican than a fanatic, had 
faid in the houfe of commons, a little before-the reftor- 
ation, that he defired no other epitaph to be infcribed on 
his tomb-ftone than this; Here lies Thomas Scot, who 
adjudged the king to death. He fupported the fame {pirit 
upon his trial, 

Carew, a Millenarian, fubmitted to his trial, faving 
to'our Lord Fefus Chrift bis right to the government of the/e 
kingdoms. Some fcrupled to fay, according to form, that 
they would be tried by God and their country ; becaufe 
God’ was not,vifibly prefent to judge them, . Others {aid, 
that they would be tried by the word of God, 

No more than fix of the late king’s judges, Harrifon, 
Scot, Carew, Clement, Jones, and Scrope, were cxe- 
cuted; Scrope alone, of all thofe who came in upon the 
king’s proclamation. He was a gentleman of good family 
and of a decent character: But it was proved, that he 
hada little before, in converfation, exprefled himfelf as 
if he were no wife convinced of any guilt in condemning 
the king. Axtel, who had ecied: the high court of 
juitice, Hacker, who commanded om the day of the king’s 
execution, Coke, the folicitor for the peep! 
and. Hugh -Peters, the fanatical preacher, who. inflamed 
the army and impelled them to regieige. : All thefe were 
tried, and condemned, and fuflered with the king’s judges, 
No fgint or. confeflor ever went to martyrdom wath more 


357- 


CHAP, 
LXIIl. 
ee | 
1660, 


le of England, 


Aa 3 aflured ~ 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


358 

¢ a ria affured confidence of heaven than was exprefled by thofe 

ji. — Criminals, even when the terrors of immediate death, 

oan joined to many indignities, were fet before them. The 

reft cf the king’s judges, by an unexampled lenity, were 
reprieved ; and they were difperfed into feveral prifons. 

Ath Sept, Tuts punifhment of declared enemies no wife inter- 
rupte the rejoicings of the court : But the death of the 
duke of Glocefter, a young prince of promifing hopes, 
threw a great cloud upon them. The king, by no inci- 
dent'in-his life, was ever fo deeply affected. Glocefter 
was obferved to poffefs united the good qualities of both 
his brothers: The clear judgment and penetration of the 
king ; the induftry and application of the duke of York. 
He was alfo believed to be affectionate to the religion and 
conftitution of his country. He was but twenty years 
of age, when the fmall pox put.an end to his life. 

Tur princefs of Orange, having come to England, in 
order to partake of the jay, attending the reftoration of 
her family, with whom fhe lived in great friendthip, 
foon after fickened and died. “The queen-mother payed a 
vifit to her fon ; and-obtained his confent to the marriage 
of the princefs Henrietta, with the duke of Orleans, 
brother to the French king. 

Gth Nor. AFTER a recefs of near two months, the parliament 
met, and proceeded in the great work of the national 
fettlement. They eftablifhed the poft-office, wine-li- 
cences, and fome articles of the revenue. They granted 
more aflefiments, and fome arrears for paying and dif- 


banding the army.  Bufinefs, being carried on with 


onan great unanimity, was foon difpatched: And after they 

ee par- had fat near two months, the king, in’a fpeech full of the 

ett Dees moft gracious expreffions, thought proper to diffolve 
them. 

Tis houfe of commons had been chofen during the 

feign of the old parliamentary party ; and though many 


royalifty 
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royalifts had creeped in amongft them, yet did it chiefly 
confift of prefbyterians, who had not yet entirely laid 
afide their old jealoufies and principles. Lenthal, a 
member, having faid, that thofe who firft took arms. 
againft the king, were as guilty as thofe, who afterwards 
brought him to the fcaffold, was feverely reprimanded by 
order of the houfe; and the moft violent efforts of the 
long parliament, to fecure the. conftitution, and bring 
delinquents to juftice, were in effect vindicated and ap- 
plauded.*. The claim of the two houfes to the militia, 
the firft ground of the quarrel, however exorbitant an 
ufurpation, was never exprefsly refigned by this parlia- 
ment.. They made all grants of money with a very 
{paring hand. Great arrears being due by the late pro- 
tector, to the fleet, the army, the navy-office, and every 
branch of fervice ; this whole debt they threw upon the 
crown, without eftablifhing funds fufficient for its pay- 
ment. Yet notwithftanding this jealous care exprefled 
by the parliament, there prevails a flory, that. Popham, 
having founded the difpofition of the members, under- 
took to the earl of Southampton. to procure, during the 
king’s life, a grant of two millions a year, land tax; a 
fum, which, added to the cuftoms and excife, would for 
ever have rendered this prince independant of his people. 
Southampton, it is faid, merely from his affeftion to the 
king, had unwarily embraced the offer; and it was not 
till he communicated the matter to.the chancellor, that 
he was made fenfible of its pernicious tendency. It is 
Mot improbable, that fuch an offer might have been made, 
and been hearkened to; but it is no wife probable, that 
all the intereft of the court would ever, with this houfe 
of commons, have been able to make it effectual, Cla- 
rendon fhowed his prudence, no lefs than his integrity, 
-in entirely rejeCting it. 
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THE chancellor, from the fame principles of condudt, 


+. haftened to difband the army. “When the king reviewed 


1660, 


thefe veteran troops, he was ftruck with their beauty, 
order, difcipline, and martial appearance ; and being 
fenfible, that regular forces are moft neceflary implements 
of royalty, he ‘exprefled a defire of finding expedients 
fill to retain them. ‘But his wife minifter fet before him 
the dangerous fpirit by which thefe troops were a¢tuated, 
their enthufiaftic genius,’ their Habits’ of rebellion ‘and 
mutiny ;/ and he cohvinced the king, that till they were 
difbanded, he never could efteem himfelf fecurely efta- 

blithed on his throne. No more troops were retained 

than a few guards and garrifons, about 1000 horfe, and 

4000 foot. This was the firft appearance, under the | 
: monarchy, of a regular ftanding army in this ifland. 

Lord Mordaunt faid, that the king, being pofleffed of 

that force, might now look upon himfelf as,the moft con- 

fiderable gentleman in Englandt. The fortifications of 

Glocefter, Taunton, and other towns, which had made 


refiftance to the king during the civil wars, were de- 
molifhed, 


CLARENDON not only behaved with wifdom and jut 
tice in the office of chancellor: All the counfels, which 
he gave the king, tended equally to promote the intereft 
of prince and people. Charles, accuftomed in his exile 
to pay entire deference to the judgment of that faithful 
fervant, continued til] to fubinit to his direction ; and 
for fome time no minifter was ever poffefied of more abfo- 
lute authority. “He moderated the forward zeal of the 
royalifts, and tempered their appetite for revenge. With 
the oppofite party, he endeavoured to preferve inviolate 
all the king’s engagements: He kept an exact regifter of 
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for keeping up the guards, which were intended 
at firft to have been broken with the seft of the army, 
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proinifes which had been made for any fervice, and he € Res P, 
employed all his induftry to fulfil them. This good Lats 
minifter was now nearly allied to the royal family. His 1660. 
daughter, Ann Hyde, a woman of fpirit and fine accom- 
plifhments, had hearkened, while abroad, to the addreffes 
of the duke of York, and under promife of marriage, 
had fecretly admitted him to her bed. Her pregnancy 
appeared foon after the reftoration; and though many 
endeavoured to difluade the king from confenting to fo 
unequal an alliance, Charles, in pity to his friend and 
minifter, who had been ignorant of thefe engagements, 
permitted his brother to marry her“, Clarendon exprefied 
great uneafinefs, at the honour, which he had obtained ; 
and faid, that, by being elevated fo much above his rank, 
he thence dreaded a more fudden downfal. 

Most circumftances of Clarendon’s adminiftration Prelacy 
have met with applaufe: His maxims alone in the con- ™*°*# 
duct of ecclefiaftical politics have by many been deemed 
the effect of prejudices, narrow and bigotted. Had the 
jealoufy of royal power prevailed fo far with the conven- 
tion parliament as to make them reftore thé king with 
ftrict limitations, there is no queftion but the eftablifh- 
ment of prefbyterian difcipline had been one of the con- 
ditions moft rigidly infifted on. Not only that form of 
ecclefiaftical government is more favotirable to liberty 
than to royal power: It was likewife, on its own account, 
agreeable to the majority of the houfe of commons, and 
fuited their religious principles, “But as the impatience 
pf the people, the danger ‘of delay, the general difguft 
towards: faction; and the authority of Monk had pre= 
vailed over that jealous project of limitations, the full 
fettlement of the hierarchy, together with the monarchy, 
was a’ neceflary and infallible confequence, All the 
royalifts’ were~zealous for that modé of religion; . the 
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merits of the epifcopal clergy towards the king, as well 


e—~—/ 2s their fufferings on that account, had been great; the _ 


laws, which eftablifhed bifhops and the liturgy, were as 
yet unrepealed by legal authority ; and any attempt of 
the parliament, by new aéts, to give the fuperiority to 
prefbyterianifm, had been fufficient to involve the nation 
again in blood and confufion. Moved by thefe views, 
the commons had wifely poftponed the examination of all 
religious controverfy, and had left entirely the fettlement 
of the church to the king and to the ancient laws. 

Tue king at firft ufed great moderation in the exe- 
cution of the laws. Nine bifhops ftill remained alive ; 
and thefe were immediately reftored to their fees: All the 

_ ejected clergy recovered their livings: The liturgy, a 
form of worfhip decent, and not without beauty, was 
again. admitted into the churches: But at the fame time, 
a declaration was iffued, in order to give contentment to 
the prefbyterians, and preferve an air of moderation and 
neutrality ". In this declaration, the king promifed, 
that he would provide fuffragan bifhops for the larger 
diocefes; that the prelates fhould, all of them, be regu- 
lar and conftant preachers; that they fhould not confer 
ordination, or exercife any jurifdi@ion, without the 
advice and affiftance of prefbyters, chofen by the diocefe ; 
that fuch alterations fhould be made in the liturgy, as 
would render it totally unexceptionable; that in the 
mean time, the ufe of that mode of worlhip fhould not 
be.impofed on fuch as were unwilling to receive it; and 
that the furplice, the crofs in baptifm, and bowing at 
the name of Jefus fhould not be rigidly infifted on, . 
This declaration was iffued by the king as head-of-the: + 
church; and he plainly affumed, in many parts of it, a 
legiflative authority in ecclefiaftical matters. But the 
Englifh government, though more exactly defined by 
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lete contefts, was not, as yet, reduced, in every particu=C H A P. 

Jar, to the friG limits of law. “And-if ever prerogative 9 
y ips prerogative , 

was juftifiably employed, it feemed to be on the prefent 166% 

occafion ; when 4ll parts of the ftate were torne with paft 

convulfions, and required the moderating hand, of the 


chief magiftrate, to redyce them to their ancient order. 
But though thefe appearances of neutrality were 
maintained, and a mitigated epifcopacy only feemed to be 
infifted on, it was far from the intention of the miniftry 
always to preferve like regard to the prefbyterians. ‘The 
madnefs of the fifth-monarchy-men afforded them a pre- 
tence for departing from it. Venner, a defperate en- Infurreaion 
thufiaft, who had often confpired againft Cromwel, —— 
having, by his zealous lectures, inflamed his own 
imagination and that of his followers, iffued forth at 
their head into. the ftreets of London. They were to 
the number of fixty, compleatly armed, believed them- 
felves invulnerable and invincible, and firmly expedted 
the fame fuccefs, which had attended Gideon_and other 
heroes of the Old Teftament. Every.one. at firft fled 
before them. One unhappy man, who, being queftioned, 
faid, *¢ He was for God and king Charles,” was inftantly 
murdered by them. “They went triumphantly from ftreet 
to ftreet, every where proclaiming king Jefus, who, they 
faid, was their invifible leader. At length, the magi- 
ftrates, having aflembled fome train-bands, made an 
attack uponthem. ‘They defended themfelves with order 
as well as valour; and after killing many of the affailants, 
they made a regular retreat into Cane-Wood near Hamp- 
ftead, Next morning, they were chafed thence by a 
detachment of the guards; but they ventured again to 
invade the.city, which was not prepared to receive them. 
After committing great diforder, and traverfing almoft 
every ftreet of that immenfe capital, they retired into a 
houfe, which they were refolute. to defend to the laf 
extremity. 
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- not ftill be upheld, in order to curb the mutinous fpirit, 
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fufed quarter. The people rufhed in upon them, and 
feized the few who were alive. . Thefe were tried, con- 
demned, and executed; and to the laft they perfifted in» 
affirming, that, if they were deceived, it was the Lord. : 
that had deceived them. 

CLARENDON and the miniftry took occafion from this: 
infurreCtion to infer the dangerous’ fpirit of the prefby- 
terians and of all the fectaries: But the madnefs of the 
attempt fufficiently proved, that it had been undertaken: 
by no concert, and never could have proved dangerous | 
The well known hatred too, which prevailed between the ' 
prefbyterians and the other fects, fhould have removed ' 
the former from all fufpicion of any’concurrence in the 
enterprize. But as a pretence was wanted, befides their ‘ 
old demerits, for juftifying the intended ‘rigours againft 
all of them, this reafon, however flight, was greedily 
laid hold of. | 

Arrairs in Scotland haftened with ftill quicker fteps 
than thofe in England towards a fettlement and a com- 
pliance with the king. It was deliberated in the Englith 
council, whether that nation fhould be reftored to its 
liberty, or whether the forts, erected by Cromwel, fhould ’ 


by which the Scots in all ages had been fo much governed. © 
Lauderdale, who, from the battle of Worcefter to the 
reftoration, had been detained prifoner in the Tower, 
had confiderable influence with the king; and he ftrenu- 
oufly oppofed this violent meafure.. He reprefented, that ' 
it was the loyalty of the Scottith nation, which’ had” 
engaged them in’ oppofition to the Englifh rebels; and 
that to take advantage of the calamities, into which, on * 
that account, they had fallen, would be regarded as the 
higheft injuftice and ingratitude: “That! the {pirit Of that’: 
x ; * people 
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people was now fully fubdued by the fervitude, under © HA P. 
=e : LXil, 
which the ufurpers had fo long detained them, and would wy 
of itfelf yield to any reafonable compliance with their 7660. 
legal fovereign, if, by his means, they recovered their 

liberty and independence: That the attachment of the 

Scots towards their king, whom they regarded as their 

native prince, was naturally much ftronger than that of 

the Englifh; and would afford him a fure refource, in 

cafe of any rebellion among the latter: Taat republican 
principles had long been, and {till were, very prevalent 

with his fouthern fubjeéts, and might again menace the 

throne with new tumults and refiftance. . That the time 

would probably come, when the king, infttad of defiring 

to fee Englifh garrifons in Scotland, would be better 

pleafed to have Scotch garrifons in England, who, fup- ss 
ported by Englith pay, would be fond to curb the feditious 

genius of that opulent nation: And that a people, fuch 

as the Scots, governed by a few nobility, would more 

eafily be reduced to fubmiffion under monarchy, that one, 

like the Englifh, who breathed nothing but the {pirit of: 
democratical equality. 


THESE views induced the king’to difbani all the forces 1661» 
in Scotland, and to raze all the forts, which had been it Jan. 
erected. ‘ General Middleton, ‘created earl of that name, 

‘was fent commiffioner to the parliament, which was fum-° 
moned. A very compliant fpitit was ‘there difcovered in 
all orders of men. The commiffioner hadeven fufficient 
influence to obtain an act, annulling, at o1ce, all laws, 
which had paffed fince the year 1633; om pretext of the 
violence, which, during that time, had been employed 
‘againft the king and his father, in order to procure their 
affent to thefe ftatutes. ‘This was a very large, if not amr 
unexampled conceffion ; and, together with many dangers 
us limitations, overthrew fome ufeful barriers, which had 

been 
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CH A P. been ere&ted to the conftitution. But the tide was now 
——~— running ftrongly towards monarchy j»and_the* Scottith 


hation plainly difcovered, that>their: paft refiftance had 
proceeded more from the turbulency.of their ariftocracy 
and the bigotry of their ecclefiaftics than from any fixed 
paflion towards civil liberty. The lords of articles were 
reftored, with fome other branches “of prerogative; and 
royal authority, fortified with more:plaufible claims and 
pretences, was, in its full extent, re-eftablifhed in that 
kingdom. 

Tue prelacy likewife, by the abrogating of every fta- 
tute, enacted in favour of prefbytery, was thereby tacitly 
reftored ; and the king deliberated what ufe he fhould 
make of this conceffion. Lauderdale, who at bottom 
was a paflionate zealot againit epifcopacy, endeavoured to 
perfuade him, that the Scots, if gratified in this favourite 
point of ecclefiaftical government, -would, in every other 
demand, be entirely compliant with the king. Charles; 
though he had no fuch attachment to prelacy as had in+ 
fluenced his father and grandfather, had fuffered. fuch 
indignities from the Scotch prefbyterians, that he ever 
after bore them a hearty averfion. © He faid to Lauderdale, 


that prefbyterianifm, he thought, was not a religion for | 


a gentleman ; and he could not confent to its farther con= 
tinuance in Scotland, Middleton too and his other 
minifters perfuaded him, that the nation in general was 
fo difguited with the violence and tyranny of the ecclefi- 
aftics, that any alteration of church government would 
be univerfally grateful. And Clarendon, as. well as 
Ormond, dreading that the prefbyterian fect, if legally 
eftablithed in Scotland, would acquire authority in Eng- 
Jand and Ireland, feconded the application of thefe mini- 
fters. The refolution was therefore taken to reftore 
prelacy; a meafure afterwards attended with many and 
great inconvenicncics; But whether in this. refolution: 
Charles 
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Charles chofe not the leffer evil, it is very difficult to de- T ee 
termine. Sharpe, who had been commiffioned by the Lo’, 
prefbyterians in Scotland to manage their interefts with ~ 166% 
the king, was perfuaded to abandon that party; and as a 
reward for his compliance, was créated archbifhop of 
St. Andrew’s. The condu& of ecclefiaftical affairs was, 
chiefly entrufted to him ; and as he was efteemed a traitor 
and a renegade by his old friends, he became on that ac- 
count, a5.well as from the violence of his conduét, ex- 
tremely obnoxious to them. 

CHARLES had not promifed to Scotland any fuch in- 
demnity as he had enfured to England by the declaration 
of Breda: And it was deemed more political for him to 
hold-oyer men’s heads, for fome time, the terror of pu~ 
nifhment ; till they thould have made the requifite com- 
pliances with the new government. Though neither the 
king’s temper nor plan of adminiftration Jed him to feve- 
rity ; fome examples, after fuch a bloody and triumphant 
rebellion, fecmed neceflary ; and the marquefs of Argyle 
and one Guthry, were pitched on as the vitims. Two 
acts of indemnity, one pafled by the late king in 1641, 
another by the prefent in 1653, formed, it was thought, 
invincible obftacles to the punifhment of Argyle; and 
barred all enquiry into that part of his condu@, which 
might juftly be regarded as the moft exceptionable. No- 
thing remained but to try him for his compliance with 
the ufurpation ; 4 crime common to him with the whole 
nation, and fuch a one as the moft loyal and affectionate 
fubject might frequently by violence be obliged to commit, 
To make this compliance appear the more voluntary and 
hearty, there were produced in court letters, which he 
had written to Albemarle, while that general governed 
Scotland, and which contained expreffions of the moft 
cordial attachment to the ¢ftablithed government. But 
befides the general indignation, excited by Albemarle’s 

difcovery 
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difcovery of this private correfpondence ; men thought, 
that even the higheft demonftrations of affe@tion might, 
during jealous times, be exacted asa neceflary mark of 


~ compliance from a perfon of fuch diftinGtion as Argyles 


and could not, by any equitable conftruétion, imply the 
crime of treafon, .The parliament, however, f{crupled 
not to pafs fentence upon him; and he died with great 
conftancy and courage. . As he was univerfally known to 
have been the chief inftrument of paft diforders and civil 
wars, the irregularity of his fentence, and feveral iniqui- 


‘tous circumftances in the method of conducting his trial, 


feemed on that account to admit of fome apology. Lord 
Lorne, fon of Argyle, having ever preferved his loyalty, 


“obtained a gift of the forfeiture. Guthry was a feditious 


preacher, and had perfonally affronted. the king: His 
punifhment gave furprize to no body. Sir Archibald 
Johnftone of Warrifton was attainted and fled ; but was 
feized in France about two years after, brought over, 
and executed. He had been very active, during all the 
late diforders ; and was even fufpected of a fecret combi- 
nation with the Englith regicides. 
Besrpes thefe inftances of compliance in the Scottith 
parliament, they voted an additional revenue to the king 
of 40,000 pounds a year, to be levied by way: of excife. 
A {fimall force was propofed to. be maintained by this re- 
venue, in order to prevent like confufions with thofe to 
which the kingdom had, been hitherto expofed. An act 
was alfo pelea declaring the covenant unlawful, and its 

obligation void and null, 
__ In England, the civil diftin@ions feemed to be abos 
lifhed by the lenity and equality of Charles’s.adminiftra> 
tion. Cavalier and Round-head were heard of no more: 
All men feemed to concur in .fubmitting to the ‘king’s 
lawful prerogatives, and in cherifhing the jut privileges. 
of the people and of parliament. Theological controverfy 
alone 
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alone fill fubfifted, and kept:alive fome {parks of that is ade 
flame, which had thrown the nation into combuftion. Rpts 3 
While catholics, independents, and other fe@taries wer 16614 
content with entertaining fome profpeét of toleration ; 
prelacy and prefbytery ftruggled for the fuperiority, and 
the hopes and fears of both parties kept them in agitation. 
A conference was held in the Savoy Bet yin: twelve Conference 
bifhops and twelve Jeaders among the prefbyteri an mini= panic 
ters, with an intention, or at leatt on pretence, of bring- 
ing about an accommodation between the parties. The 
furplice, the crofs in baptifm, the kneeling at the facra- 
ment, the bowing at the name of Jefus, were anew can- 
vafled;/and the ignorant multitude were in hopes, that 
fo|many men of gravity and learning could not fail, after 
deliberate argumentation, to agree in all points of contro- 
verfy:, They -were furprized to fee them feparate more 
inflamed than ever, and more confirmed in their feveral 
prejudices. “To enter into. particulars would be fuper- 
fluous.. Difputes concerning religious forms are,in 
themfelves, the moft frivolous of any; and merit atten~ 
tion only fo far as they have influence on the peace and 
erder of civil fociety. 

THE king’s declaration had promifed, that fome endea- 
vours fhould be ufed to effect a comprehenfion of. both 
parties ; and Charles’s own indifference with regard to 
all fuch queftions feemed a: favourable-circumftance. for 
the execution of that projet, The partizans of a com- fora 
prehenfion faid, that the prefbyterians, as well as the again 
prelatifts, having felt by experience the fatal. effects — 
obftinacy and violence, were’ now-well difpofed towards 
ie bifhops, by relin- 


an amicable agreement: ‘That tl 


quifhing fome part of their authority, and difpenfing with 
the moft exceptionable ceremonies, would. fo gratify, their 
adver({aries as to obtain their cordialvand affectionate.com- 
pliance, and unite the whole nationin one faith andone 
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CHAP. worfhip : That by obftinately infifting on forms, in them~ 
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felves infignificant, an air of importance was.beftowed om 
them, and men were taught to continue equally ebftinate 
in reje@ing them: That the prefbyterian clergy would 
go every reafonable length, rather than, by parting with 
their livings, expofe themfelves to a ftate of beggary, or 
at beft of dependance: And that if their pride were flat- 
tered by fome feeming alterations, and a pretence given 


' them for-affirming, that they had not abandoned their 


former principles, nothing farther was wanting to pro- 
duce a thorough union between thofe two parties, which 
comprehended the bulk of the nation. 

Ir was alledged on the other hand, that the difference 
between religious fects was founded, not on principle, 
but on paffion; and till the irregular affections of men 
eould be corrected, it was in vain to expeét, by com- 
pliances, to obtain a perfect unanimity and comprehen- 
fion: That the more infignificant the objects of difpute 
appeared, with the more certainty might it be inferred, 
that the real ground of diflention was different from that 
which was univerfally pretended: That the love of no- 
velty, the pride of argumentation, the pleafure of making 
profelytes, and the obftinacy of contradiction, would for 
ever give rife to fe&s and difputes ; nor was it poffible that 
fuch a fource of diflention could ever, by any conceffions, 
be entirely exhaufted: That the church, by departing 
from ancient practices and principles, would tacitly ac- 
knowledge herfelf guilty of error, and lofe that reverence, 
fo requifite for preferving the attachment.of the multitude: 
And that if the prefent conceffions (which was more than 
probable) fhould prove ineffectual, greater muft {till be 
made; and in the iffue, difcipline would be defpoiled of 
all its authority, and worfhip of all its decency, without 
obtaining that end, which had been fe fondly fought for 
by thefe dangerous indulgences, 
: THE 
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THE miniftry were inclined to give the preference to ons B 
the latter arguments ; and were the more confirmed in, a 4 
that intention by the difpofition, which appeared in the 1661 
parliament lately aflembled. The royalifts and zealous 
churchmen were at prefent the popular party in the na- 
tion, and, feconded by the efforts of the court, had pre-~ 
vailed in moft elections. Not more than fifty-fix members aes 
of the prefbyterian party had obtained feats in the lower Sth May, 
houfe * ; and thefe were not able either to oppole or retard 
the meafures of the majority. Monarchy, therefore, and 
epifcopacy, were now exalted to as great power and {plen~ 
dor as they had lately fuffered mifery and depreffion, Sir 
Edward Turner was chofen {peaker, 

Aw act was pafled for the fecurity of the king’s perfon 
and government. To intend or devife the king’s impri= 
fonment, or bodily harm, or depofition, or levying war 
againft him, is declared, during the life-time of his pre= 
fent majefty, to be high treafon. To affirm him to be a 
papift or heretic, or to endeavour by {peech or Writing to 
alienate his fubjects’ affe@tions from him 3 thefe offences 
were made fufficient to incapacitate the perfon guilty from 
holding any employment in church or ftate.. To maina 
tain that the long parliament is not diflolved,. or that 
either or both houfes, without the king, are poflefled of 
legiflative authority, or that the covenant is binding ; 
was. made punifhable by the penalty of premunire, 

THE covenant itfelf, together with the aé for erecting 
the high court of juftice, that for fubferibing the engages 
ment, and that for declaring England a commonwealth, 
were ordered to be burned by the hands of the hangman 
The people affifted with great alacrity on. this occafion, 

THE abufes of petitioning in -the preceding reion had 
been attended with the wort confequences ; and to pre- 
vent fuch irregular praétices for the future, it was enacted; 

* Carte’s Anfwer to the Byftander, p. 79, 
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C H A P. that no more than twenty hands fhould be affixed to any 
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Bifhops” 
feats ree 


ftored, 


zoth Nov, 


petition, unlefs with the fanction of three juftices, or the 
major part of the grand jury ; and that rio petition fhould 
be’prefented to the king or either houfe by above ten per- 
fons. The penalty annexed to a tranfgreffion of this law 
was a fine of a hundred pounds and three months impri- 
fonment. 


‘Tur bifhops, though reftored to their fpiritual autho- 
rity, were ftill excluded from parliament by the law, 
which the late’ king had paffed, immediately before the 
commencement of the civil diforders. Great violence, 
both againft the king and the houfe of peers, had been 
employed in paffing this law ; and on that account alone, 
the partizans of the church were provided with a plaufible 
pretence for repealing’ it. Charles exprefled much fatif- 
faction, when he gave his affent to the act for that pur- 
pofe. It is certain, that the authority of the crown, as 
well as that of the church, was interefted in reftoring the 
prelates to their former dignity. But thofe, who deemed 
every acquifition of the prince a detriment to the people, 
were apt to complain of this inftance of complaifance in 
the parliament. 

AFTER an adjournment of forme months, the parlia- 
ment was again aflembled, and preceeded in the fame 
fpirit as before. They difcovered no defign of reftoring, 
in its full extent, the ancient prerogatives of the crown: 
‘They were only anxious to repair all thofe breaches, 
which had been made, not by the love of liberty, but by 
the fury of faction and civil war. The power of the 
{word had, in all ages, been allowed to be vefted in the 
crown; and though no law conferred this prerogative, 
every parliament, till the laft of the preceding reign, had 
willingly fubmitted to an authority more ancient, and 
therefore more facred, than that of any pofitive ftatute. 
It was now thought proper folemnly to relinquifh the 

violent 
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violent pretenfions of ‘that parliament, and to acknow- © 4 


ledge, that neither one houfe, nor both houfes, indepen- 
dent of the king, were poffefled of any military authority. 
The preamble to this ftatute went fo far as to renounce 
all right even of defenfive arms again the k king; and-much 
Section has been made with regard to a’ conceffion, 


efteemed f o fingular. Were thofe terms taken in their 


full literal fenfe, they imply a total renunciation of limi- 
tations to monarchy, and of all privileges in the fubje@, 
independent of the will of the fovereign, For as no 
rights can fubfift without fome remedy, {till lefs rights 

expoled to fo much invafion from tyranny, or even from 
ambition ; if fubjects muft never refift, it follows, that 
every prince, without any effort, policy, or violence, is 
at once renderéd abfolute and uncontroulable: The fo- 
vereign needs only iffue an ediét, abolifhing every autho- 
rity but his own; and all liberty, from that"moment, is 
in effect annihilated. But this meaning it were abfurd 
to impute to the prefent parliament, who, though zealous 
royalifts, fhowed, in their meafures, that they, had not 
caft off all regard to national. privileges. They. were 
probably fenfible, that to fuppofe in the fovereign any 
fuch invafion of public liberty is entirely unconftitutional 
and that therefore exprefly to referve; upon that event, 
any right of refiftance in the fubject, muft be liable to the 
fame objection. “They had feen that. the Jong parliament, 
under colour of defence, had begun a violent attack upon 
kingly power ; and after involving the kingdom in blood, 
had finally loft that liberty, for which they had. fo im- 
prud shed COR: They thought, perhaps errone- 

oufly, that it was no longer poffible, after fuch public 
and fuch exorbitant pretenfions, to-perfevcre in that pru- 
dent filence, hitherto maintained by the laws; and that 
it was neceflary, by {ome. pofitive declaration, to:bar the 
return of like-inconyeniencies. When they excluded, 
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ae? a" therefore, the right of defence, they fuppofed, that, the 
e—— conftitution remaining firm upon its bafis, there never 
3663, ‘really could be an attack made by the fovereign. If fuch 
an attack was at any time made, the neceflity was then 
extreme: And the cafe of extreme and violent neceflity, 
no laws, they thought, could comprehend; becaufe to 
fuch a neceffity no laws could beforehand point out a pro- 
per remedy, _ 
THE other meafures of this parliament ftill difcovered 
# more anxious care to guard againft rebellion in the fub- 
ject than encroachments in the crown: The recent evils 
of civil war and ufurpation had naturally encreafed the 
{pirit of f{ubmiffion to the monarch, and had thrown the 
Corporation nation into that dangerous extreme. During the violent 
2 and jealous government of the parliament and of the pro- 
tectors, all magiitrates, liable to fufpicion, had been ex- 
pelled the corporations; and none had been admitted, 
who gave not proofs of affection to the ruling powers, or 
who refufed to fubfcribe the covenant. Too leave all au- 
- thority in fuch hands feemed dangerous ; and the parlia- 
ment, therefore, empowered the king to appoint com- 
miffioners for regulating the corporations, and expelling 
fuch magiftrates as either had intruded themfelves by vio- 
lence, or profefled principles, dangerous to the conftitu- 
tion, civil and ecclefiaftical, It was alfo enacted, that 
all magiftrates fhould difclaim the obligation of the cove- 
nant, Bid fhould declare, both their belief, that it was 
not lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, to refift the 
king, and their abhorrence of the traiterous pofition of 
taking arms by the king’s authority againft his perfon, or 
againit thofe who were commiffioned by him. 
Wuen the latter part of this oath, the words, commi/= 
Soned by him, which feem the moft dangerous to the con- 
flitution, came to be debated, it was moved in the houfe, 
end carneitly prefied by Sir John Vaughan, an eminent 
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lawyer, that the word, Jawfully, might be added, in or-© en = 


der to remove all difficulties, But the attorney-general, U-—\y—o 
Sir Heneage Finch, anfwered, that it was not neceflary : as 
The very word, commiflion, imported it ; fince any 
power, not lawfully iflued, to lawful perfons, and for a 
awful purpofe, was in reality no commiffion at all: And 
the whole houfe feemed to affent to this interpretation. 
The fame word, lawfully, was endeavoured to be added 
by Southampton himfelf, in the houfe of peers; but a 
like anfwer was made by Anglefey. Southampton ftill 
infifted, that fuch an addition would clear all obfcurities ; 
and that many, not having heard the particular fenfe of 
the parliament, might fancy, that, if any fort of com- 
miffion was granted, it would not be lawful to refift it: 
But that worthy patriot could not prevail. T"he opinion 
of both parties, it is to be prefumed, was the fame 3 
though the fear of affording a pretence to rebellion made 
the royalifts overlook the danger, to which liberty might 
be expofed by fuch conceffions. ‘They thought, that, in 
moft human deliberations, it was difficult, if not impof- 
fible, to make a choice, not expofed to fome inconve- 
nience. And it is but too ufual for victorious parties, 
who had fuffered under oppreffion, to fignalize their 
triumph over their adverfaries, by carrying matters to the 
extremity moft oppofite to that which had formerly pre- 


vailed. 


Tue care of the church was no lefs attended to by this Sy ee 


parliament, than that of monarchy ; and the bill of uni- Fetsalies 
formity was a pledge of their fincere attachment to the 
epifcopal hierarchy, and of their antipathy to prefbyteri- 
anifm. Different parties, however, concurred in pro- 
moting this bill, which contained many fevere claufes. 
‘The independents and other fe@taries, enraged to find all’ 
their fchemes fubyerted by the prefbyterians, who had 
Bb4 once 
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once been their affociates, exerted themf{elves to difap~ 
point that party of the favour and indulgence, to which, 
from their recent merits in promoting the reftoration, 
they thought themfelves juftly entitled. . By the prefby- 
terians, faid they, the war was raifed : By them was the 
populace firft incited to tumults : By their zeal, intereft, 
and riches were the armies fupported: By their force was 
the king fubdued : And if, in the fequel, they protefted 
againit thofe extreme violences, committed on his perfon 
by the military leaders, their oppofition'came too late, 
after having fupplied thefe ufurpers with the power and 
the pretences, by which they maintained their fanguinary 
meafures.. They had indeed concurred with the royalifts 
in recalling the king: But ought they to be efteemed, on 
that account, more affeétionate to the royal caufe? Rage 
and animofity, from difappointed ambition, were plainly 
their fole motives; and if the king fhould now be fo 
imprudent as to diftinguifh them by any particular indul- 
gences, he would foon experience from them the fame 
hatred and oppofition, which proved fo fatal to his fa- 
ther, : ! 
THe catholics, though they had little intcreft in the 
nation, were a confiderable party at court ; and. from 
their fervices and fufferings, during the cl wars, it 
feemed but juft to bear them fome favour and regard, 


Thefe religionifis dreaded an entire union among the pro- 


teftants. Were they the fole nonconformifts in the na- 
tion, the fevere execution..of penal laws upon their fect 
feemed an infallible confequence; and the ey-ufed, there~ 
fore, all their intereft to puth matters to ex <tremity againft 
the prefbyterians, who had formerly been. their moft.fe- 
vere oppreflors, and whom they new expeéted for their 
companions in affliction,The earl of Briftol, who, from 
Conviction, or intereft; or levity, or complaifance for the 
company with whom he lived, had changed his religion, 

during 
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during the king’s exile, was regarded as the head of this C na P, 
party. eet: 2 
Tue church party had, during fo many years, fuffer- 7662 
ed fuch injuries and indignities from the fectaries of every 
denomination, that no moderation, much lefs deference, 
was on this-occafion.to be expeéted in the ecclefiaftics. 
Even ‘the laity of that communion feemed now difpofed 
to retaliate upon their enemies, according to the ufual 
meafures of party juftice. This fect or faction (for it 
was a mixture of both) encouraged the rumours of plots 
and confpiracies againft the government ; crimes, which, 
without any apparent reafon, they imputed to their adver- 
faries. And inftead of enlarging the terms of commu- 
nion, in order to comprehend the prefbyterians, they 
gladly laid hold of the prejudices, which prevailed among 
that fect, in order to eject them from their livings. By 
the bill of uniformity it was required, that every clergy- 
man fhould be re-ordained, if he had not before received 
epifcopal ordination ; fhould declare his affent to every 
thing contained in the Book of Common Prayer; fhould 
take the oath of canonical obedience; fhould abjure the 
folemn league and covenant; and fhould renounce the 
principle of taking arms, on any pretence whatfoever, 
againft the king. 
Tuis bill re-inftated the church in the fame condition, 
in which it ftood before the commencement of the civil 
wars ; and as the old perfecuting laws of Elizabeth ftill 
fubfifted in their full rigor, and new claufes of a like na- 
ture were now enacted, all the king’s promifes of tolera= : 
tion and of indulgence to tender confciences were thereby 
eluded and broken. It is true, Charles, in his declara- 
tion from Breda, had expreffed his intention of regulating 
that indulgence by the advice and authority of parliament : 
But this limitation could never reafonably be extended to 
a total infringement and violation of his engagements. 
8 However, 
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CH A P. However, it is agreed, that the king did not voluntarily 
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wy concur with this violent meafure, and that the zeal of 
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Clarendon and of the church party among the commons, 
feconded by the intrigues of the catholics, was the chief 
caufe, which extorted his confent. 
Tue royalifts, who now predominated, were very 
ready to fignalize their victory, by eftablifhing thofe high 
principles of monarchy, which their antagonifts had con- 
troverted : But when any real power or-revenue was de- 
manded for the crown, they were neither fo forward nor 
fo liberal in their conceffions as the king would gladly 
have wifhed. ‘Though the parliament pafled laws for 
regulating the navy, they took no notice of the army; 
and declined giving their fanction to this dangerous inno- 
vation. The king’s debts were become intolerable ; and 
the commons were at laft conftrained to vote him an ex- 
traordinary fupply of 1,200,000 pounds, to be levied by 
eighteen monthly affeflments. But befides that this fup- 
ply was much inferior to the occafion, the king was 
obliged carneftly to folicit the commons, before he could 
obtain it; and, in order to convince the houfe of its ab- 
folute neceffity, he defired them to examine ftri€tly into 
all his receipts and difburfements. Finding likewife upon 
enquiry, that the feveral branches of revenue fell much 
fhort of the fums expected, they at laft, after much delay, 
voted a new impofition of two fhillings on each hearth ; 


‘and this tax they fettled on the king during lifer The- 


whole eftablifhed revenue, however, did not, for many 
years, exceed a million’ fa fum confefledly too narrow 
for the public expences. A very rigid frugality at leaft, 
which the king wanted, would have been requifite to 
make it fuffice for the dignity and fecurity of government. 
After all. bufinefs was difpatched, the parliament was 
prorogued. 
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Berore the parliament rofe, the court was employed prt! P, 
in making preparations for the reception of the new queen, , aot 
Catharine of Portugal, to whom the king was betrothed, Kine ae ke 
and who had juft landed at Portfmouth. During the riage. 
time, that the protector carried on the war with Spain, 
he was naturally led to fupport the Portuguefe in their 
revolt ; and he engaged himfelf by treaty to fupply them 
with 10,000 men for their defence againft the Spaniards, 

On the king’s reftoration, advances were made by Portu- 
gal for the renewal of that alliance; and in order to bind 
the friendfhip clofer, an offer was made of the Portuguefe 
princefs, and a portion of 500,000 pounds, together with 
two fortrefles, Tangiers in Africa and Bombay in the 
Eaft Indies. Spain, who, after the peace of the Pyre- 
nees, bent all her force to recover Portugal, now in 
appearance abandoned by France, took the alarm, and 
endeavoured to fix Charles in an oppofite intereft. The 
catholic king offered to adopt any other princefs as a 
daughter of Spain, either the princefs of Parma, or, what 
he thought more popular, fome proteftant princefs, the 
daughter of Denmark, Saxony, or Orange: And on any 
of thefe, he promifed to confer a dowry equal to that 
which was offered by Portugal. But many reafons in- 
clined Charles rather to accept of the Portuguefe propo- 
fals. ‘The great diforders in the government and finances 
of Spain made the execution of her promifes be much 
doubted; and theking’s urgent neceffities demanded fome 
fupply of money, The interefts of the Englifh commerce 
likewife feemed to require, that the independancy of Por- 
tugal fhould be fupported, left the union of that crown 
with Spain fhould put the whole treafures of America into 
the hands of one potentate, The claims too of Spain 
upon Dunkirk and Jamaica, rendered it impoffible, with- 
put farther conceffions, to obtain the cordial friendfhip 
of that power; And on the other hand, the offer, made 
i by 


ait, 


380 


CHAP, 
LXITf. 
Ngee ee 
1662, 


21ft May. 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


-by Portugal, of two fuch confiderable fortrefles, promifed 
a great acceffion to the naval force of England. Above 
all, the propofal of a proteftant princefs was no.allure- 
ment to Charles, whofe inclinations led -him ftrongly to 
give the preference to a catholic alliance. According to 
the moft probable accounts , the refolution of marrying 
the daughter of Portugal was taken by the king, unknown 
to all his minifters; and no remonftrances could prevail 
with him to alter his intentions. . When the matter was 
laid before the council, all voices concurred in approving 
the refolution; and the parliament exprefled the fame 
complaifance. And thus was concluded, feemingly with 
univerfal confent, the inaufpicious marriage with Cathe- 
rine, a princefs of virtue, but who was never able, either 
by the graces of her perfon or humour, to make herfelf 
agreeable tothe king. The report however of her natural 
incapacity to have children, feems to have been ground- 
lefs ;. fince fhe was twice declared to be pregnant *, 
THE feftivity of thefe efpoufals was clouded by the 
trial and execution of criminals. Berkftead, Cobbet, 
and Okey, three regicides, had efcaped beyond fea; and 
after wandering fome time concealed in Germany, came 
privately to Delft, having appointed their families to meet 
them in that place. . They were difcovered by Downing, 
the king’s refident in Holland, who had formerly ferved 
the protector and commonwealth in the fame ftation, and 
who once had even been chaplain to Okey’s regiment, 


* Carte’s Ormond, vol. ii. p. 264, This account feems better fupported,’ 
than that in Ablancourt’s Memoirs, that the chancellor chiefly pufhed the 
Portugnefe alliance, . The fecret tranfadtions of the court of England could 
not be fuppofed to be much known to a French refident at Lifbon: And 
whatever oppofition the chancellor made, he would certainly endeavour to 
conceal it from the queen and all her family; and even in the parliament and 
council would fupport the refolution already taken. Clarendon himfelf fays in 
bis Memoirs, that he newer either oppofed or promated the Portugucfe match. 
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He applied for a warrant to arreft them. It had been © HA Ps 


ufual for the States to grant thefe warrants; though at 
the farie time, they had ever been careful fétretly to 
advertife the perfons, that they might be enabled to make 
their efcape. This precaution was eluded’by the vigi- 
lance and difpatch of Downing. He quickly feized the 
criminals, hurried'them on board a frigate’which lay off 
the coaft, and fent them to England. ‘Thefe three men 
behaved with more moderation and fubmiffion than any 
of the other regicidées, who had fuffered. Okey in par- 
ticular, at the place of execution, prayed for the king, 
and exprefled his intention, had he lived, of fubmitting 
peaceably to the eftablifhed government. He had rifen 
during the wars from being a chandler in London to a 
high rank in the army; and in all his conduct appeared 
to be a man of humanity and honour. In confideration 
of his good character and of his dutiful behaviour, his 
body was given to his friends to be buried. 


Tue attention of the. public was much engaged by 
the trial of two. diftinguifhed criminals, Lambert and 
Vane. Thefe men, though none of. the late king’s 
judges, had been excepted from the general indemnity, 
and committed to prifon. “The convention-parliament, 
however, was fo favourable to them, as to petition the 
king, if they fhould be found guilty, to fufpend their 

xecution: But this new parliament, more zealous for 

monarchy, applied for their trial and condemnation. 
Not to revive difputes, which were . better buried in 
oblivion, the indiétment of Vane did not.comprehend 
any of his actions during the war between the king and 
parliament: It extended only to his behaviour after the 
late king’s death, as member of the Council of flate, and 
fecretary of the navy; where fidelity to the truft,-repofed 
in him, required his oppofition to monarchy, 
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Vane wanted neither courage nor capacity to avail, 
himfelf of this advantage. He. urged, that, if a com- 
pliance with the government, at that time eftablithed in 
England, and the acknowledging of its authority were to 
be regarded as criminal, the whole nation had incurred 
equal guilt, and none would remain, whofe innocence 


“could entitle them to try or condemn him for his pre- 


tended treafons: That, according to: thefe maxims, 
wherever an illegal authority was eftablithed by force, a. 
total and univerfal deftruCtion muft enfue; while the 
ufurpers profcribed one part of the nation for difobedience, 
the lawful prince punifhed the other for compliance: 
That the legiflature of England, forefeeing this violent 
fituation, had provided for public fecurity by the famous 
ftatute of Henry VII; in which it was enaéted, that no 


man, in cafe of any revolution, fhould ever be queftioned __ 


for his obedience to the king in being: ‘That whether 
the eftablifhed government was a monarchy or a common- 
wealth, the reafon of the thing was ftill the fame; nor 
ought the expelled prince to think himfelf entitled to 
allegiance, fo long as he could not afford protection: 
That it belonged not to private perfons, poflefled of no 
power, to difcufs the title of their governors ; and every 
ufurpation, even the moft flagrant, would equally require 
obedience with the moft legal eftablifhment: That the 


controverfy between the late king and his parliament was _ 


of the moft delicate nature; and men of the greateft 


probity had been divided in their choice of the party» 


which they fhould embrace: That the parliament, being 
rendered undiffoluble but by its own confent, was become 
a kind of co-ordinate power with the king; and as the 
cafe was thus entirely new and unknown to the conftitu- 
tion, it ought not to be tried rigidly by the letter of the 
ancient laws: ‘That for his part, all the violences, which 
had been put upon the parliament, and upon the perfon 

of 
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of the fovereign, he had ever condemned; nor had he © eS P. 
once appeared in the houfe for fome time before and after, \ om mag 
the execution of the king: That, finding the whole 146 
government thrown into diforder, he was ftill refolved, 
in every revolution, to adhere to the commons, the root, 
the foundation of all lawful authority: ‘That in profe- 
cution of this principle, he had chearfully undergone all 
the violence of Cromwel’s tyranny; and would now, 
with equal alacrity, expofe himfelf to the rigours of per- 
verted law and juftice: That though it was in his 
power, on the king’s reftoration, to have efcaped from 
his enemies, he was determined, in imitation of the moft 
illuftrious names of antiquity, to perifh in defence of 
liberty, and to give tefiimony with his blood for that 
honourable caufe, in which he had been inlifted: And, 
that, befides the ties, with which God and nature had 
bound him to his native country, he was voluntarily en- 
gaged by the moft facred covenant, whofe obligation no 
earthly power fhould ever be able to make him relinquifh. 
ALL the defence, which Vane could make, was fruit~ yy¢h Jone, 

lefs. The court, confidering more the general opinion 
, of his active guilt in the beginning and profecution of 
the civil wars, than the articles of treafon charged againft 
him, took advantage of the letter of the law, and brought 
him in guilty. His courage deferted him not upon his 
condemnation, ‘Though timid by nature, the perfuafion 
of a juft caufe fupported hith againft the terrors of death; 
while his enthufiafm, excited by the profpect of glory, 
embellifhed the conclufion of a life, which, through the 
whole courfe of it," had been fo much disfigured by the 
prevalence of. that principle. _ Left pity for a courageous 
fufferer fhould make impreffion on the populace, drum- 
mers were placed under the fcaffold, whofe noife, as he — 
began to launch out in reflections on the government, 14th June. 
drowned his voice, and admonifhed him to temper the 

ardour 
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© BaP: ardour of his zeal. He was not aftonifhed at this un- 
Un wy expected incident. In all his behaviour, there appeared 
1662. a firm and animated intrepidity ; and he confidered death 
but as a paflage to that eternal felicity, which he believed 

to be prepared for him. 

‘THis man, fo celebrated for his parliameitary talents, 
and for his capacity in bufinefs, -has left fome writings 
behind him: They treat, all of them, of religious fub- 
jeGts, and are abfolutely unintelligible: No traces of 
eloquence, or even of common fenfe appear in them. A 
ftrange paradox! did we not know, that. men of the 
greateft genius, where they relinquifh by principle the 
ufe of their reafon, are only enabled, by their vigour of 
mind, to work themfelves the deeper into error ‘and 
abfurdity. It was remarked, that, as Vane, by being 
the chief inftrument of Strafford’s death, had firft opened 
the way for that deftruction, which overwhelmed the 
nation ; fo by his death he clofed the fcene of blood. He 
was the laft that fuffered on account of the civil wars. 
Lambert, though condemned, ‘was reprieved at the bar; 
and the judges declared, that, if Vane’s behaviour had 
been equally dutiful and fubmiffive, he would haye 
experienced like enity in the king. Lambert furvived 
his condentnation near thirty years. He was confined to 
the ifle of Guernefey; where he lived contented, for+ 
setting all his paft fchemes of greatnefs, and entirely 
forgot by the nation: He died a Roman catholic. 


Prefbyteian HOWEVER odious Vane and Lambert to the prefby- 
sia es terians, that party had no lcifure to rejoice at their con- 
agth Avg. demnation. “The fatal St. Bartholomew approached ; the 
day, when the clergy were obliged by the late law, 

either to relinquifh their livings, or to fign the articles 

required of them. A combination had been entered into 

by the more zealous of the prefbyterian ecclefiaftics to 

refufe the fubfcription; in hopes, that the bifhops would 

not 
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not dare at once to expel fo great a number of the moftC HA P. 


‘ LXI. 
popular preachers. ~ The catholic party at court, who gin -meug 
defired a great rent among the proteftants, encouraged 1662. 5 


them in this obftinacy, and gave them hopes, that the 
king would proteét them in their refufal. The king 
himfelf, by his irrefolute condua, contributed, either 
from defign or accident, to encreafe this opinion, Above 
all, the terms of fubfcription had been made ftri@ and 
rigid, on purpofe to difguft all the zealous and ferupulous’ 
among the prefbyterians, and deprive them of their livings. 
About 2000 of the clergy, in one day, relinquifhed their 
cures; and to the aftonifhment of the court, facrificed 
their intereft to their religious tenets. Fortified by fociety 
in their fufferings, they were refolved to undergo any 
hardfhips, rather than openly renounce thofe principles, 
which, on other occafions, they were fo apt, from 
intereft, to warp or elude. The church enjoyed the 
pleafure of retaliation; and even pufhed, as ufual, the 
vengeance farther than the offence. During the dominion 
of the parliamentary party, a fifth of each living had 
been left to the ejected clergyman ; but this indulgence, 
though at firft infifted on by the houfe of peers, was now 
refufed to the prefbyterians. However difficult to con 
ciliate peace among theologians, it was hoped by many, 
that fome relaxation in the terms of communion might 
have kept the prefbyterians united to the church, and 
-have cured thofe ecclefiaftical factions, which had been fo 
fatal, and were ftill fo dangerous. Bifhoprics were offered 
to Calamy, Baxter and Reynolds, leaders among the 
prefbyterians; the laft only could be prevailed on to 
accept. Deanerics and other preferments were refufed by 
many. r 

‘THE next meafure of the king has not had the good 
fortune to be juftified by any party; but is often confidered 
as one of the greateft miftakes, if not blemifhes, of his 

Vor, VII. Ce reign, 
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C HA P.- reign, It is the fale of Dunkirk to the French. The 
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x» parfimonious maxims of the parliament, and the liberals 
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Dunkirk 
fold to the 
French. 


not to fay lavith difpofition of Charles, were ill fuited to 
each other; and notwithftanding the fupplies voted him, 
his treafury was {till very empty and very much indebted. 
He had fecretly received the fum of 200,000 crowns from 
France for the defence of Portugal; but the forces fent 
over to that country, and the fleets, maintained in order 
to defend it, had already coft the king that fum, and 
together with it, near double the money, which had been 
payed for the queen’s portion®.. The time fixed for 
payment of his fifter’s portion to the duke of Orleans 
was approaching. Tangiers, a fortrefs from which great 
benefit was expected, was become an additional burthen 
on the crown; and Rutherford, who now commanded in 
Dunkirk, had encreafed the charge of that garrifon to a 
hundred and twenty thoufand pounds a year. Thefe con- 
fiderations had fuch influence, not only on the king, but 
even on Clarendon, that this uncorrupt minifter was the 
mof forward to advife accepting a fum of money in liew 
of a place which, he thought, the king, from the narrow 
ftate of his revenue, was no longer able to retain. By 
the treaty with Portugal, it @as ftipulated, that Dunkirk 
fhould never be yielded to the Spaniards: France was 
therefore the only purchafer that remained. D’ Eftrades 
was invited over by a letter from the chancellor himfelf, 
in order toconclude the bargain. Nine hundred thoufand 
pounds were demanded: .One-hundred thoufand were 
offered. . The Englith by degrees lowered their demand; 
The French raifed their offer: And the bargain was 
concluded at 400,000 pounds. The artillery and ftores 
were valued at a fifth of the fum*. ‘The importance of 


> D’Eftrades, 17th of Auguft, 1669+ There was above half of 500,000 
pounds really paid as the queen’s portion. 
© Id aihof Augot, sath of Septea.ber, 1662. 
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this fale was not, at that time, fufficiently known, either ~ pysi;,* 
abroad or at home?. The French monarch himfelf, fo Tw, 
F * 1652. 
fond of acquifitions, and fo good a judge of his own 
interefts, thought, that he had made a hard bargain * 
and this fum, in appearance fo fmall, was the utmoft, 
which he would allow his ambaflador to offer. 
A NEw incident difcovered fuch a glimpfe of the king’s 
character and principles of policy as, at firft, the nation 
was fomewhat at a lofs how to interpret, but fuch as 
fubfequent events, by degrees, rendered fufficiently plain 
and manifeft. He ifflued a declaration on pretence of Declaration 
f indul- 
mitigating the rigours, contained in the a& of uniformity. SE 
After expreffing his firm refolution to obferve the general 26th Dec, 
indemnity, and to truft entirely to the affections of his 
fubjects, not to any military power, for the fupport of 
his throne ; he mentioned the promifes of liberty of con- 
{ciencé, contained in his declaration of Breda. And he 
fubjoined, that, ‘* as in the firft place he had been 
*¢ zealous to fettle the uniformity of the church of Eng- 
“* Jand, in difcipline, ceremony and government, and 
“¢ fhall ever conftantly maintaim it: So as for what con- 
** cerns the penalties upon thofe who, living peaceablys 
*¢ do not conform themfelyes thereunto, through feruple’ 
a It appears, however, from many of D’Efrade’s letters, particularly 
that of the arit of Auguft, 1663, that the King might have transferred 
Donkirk to the parliament, who would not have refufed to bear the charges 
of it, but were Unwilling to-give money to the king for that purpofe. The 
king on the other hand was jealous, left the parliament fhould acquire any 
feparate dominion or authority in a branch of adininiftration, which feemed 
fo little to belong to them: A proof that the government was not yet fettled 
into that cbmpofure, and ‘mutual confidence, which is abfolutely requifite 
for conduéting it. 
e Id. 3d. of October, 3662. The chief importance indced of Dunkirk to 
the Englith was, that it was able to diftrefs their trade, when in the hands of 
the French: But it was Lewis the XIVth who firft made it a good fea-port; 
2f ever England have occafion to tranfport armies, to the continent, itemuft 
bé in fupport of fome ally whofe towns ferve to the fame purpofe ag Dunkirk 


would, if in the bands of tht Englith. : 
Cce2 s* and 
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and tendernefs of mifguided confcience, but modeftly 
and without fcandal perform their devotions in their 
own way, he fhould make it his fpecial care, fo far as 
in him lay, without invading the freedom of parlia- 
ment, to incline their wifdom next approaching feffions 
to concur with him in making fome fuch act for that 
purpofe, as may enable him to exercife, with a more 
univerfal fatisfaction, that power of difpenfing, which 
he conceived to be inherent in him'.” Here a mof 
important prerogative was exercifed by the king; but 
under fuch artful referves and limitations as might prevent 
the full difcuffion of the claim, and obviate a breach 
between him and his parliament. The foundation of 
this meafure lay much deeper, and was of the utmoft 
confequence. 

Tue king, during his exile, had imbibed ftrong 
prejudices in favour of the catholic religion ; and accord- 
ing to the moft probable accounts, had already been 
fecretly reconciled in form to the church of Rome. The 
great zeal, exprefled by the parliamentary party againft 
all papifts, had always, from a fpirit of oppofition, in- 
clined the court and all the royalifts to adopt more favour~ 
able fentiments towards that fect, which, through the 
whole courfe of the civil wars, had ftrenuoufly fupported 
the rights of the fovercign, The rigour too, which the 
king, during his abode in Scotland, had experienced from 
the prefbyterians, difpofed him to run into the other 
extreme, and to bear a kindnefs to the party, moft oppo~ 
fite in its genius to the feverity of thofe religionifts. The - 
folicitations and importunities of the queen-mother, the 
contagion of the company which he frequented, the view 
of a more fplendid and courtly mode of worfhip, the 
hopes of indulgence in pleafure; all thefe caufes operated 
-powerfully on a young prince, whofe carelefs and difloe 


£ Kennet’s Regifter, p. 8506 ‘i 
lute 


CHARLES” I. 


fute temper made him incapable of adhering clofely to the 
principles of his early education. But if the thoughtlefs 
humour of Charles rendered him an eafy convert to 
popery, the fame difpofition ever prevented the theological 
tenets of that fect from taking any faft hold of him, 
During his vigorous ftate of health, while his blood was 
warm and his fpirits high, a contempt and difregard to all 
religion held poffeflion of his mind ; and he might more 
properly be denominated a deift than a catholic. But in 
thofe revolutions of temper, when the love of raillery 
gave place to reflection, and his penetrating, but negli- 
gent underftanding was clouded with fears and apprehen- 
fions, he had ftarts of more fincere conviétion ; and a 


mafter of his judgment and opinion *. 

Bur though the king thus floated, during his whole 
reign, between irréligion, which*he more openly pro- 
fefled, and popery, to which he retainéd a fecret propenfity, 
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his brother, the duke of York, had zealoufly adopted all — 


the principles of that theological party. His eager 
temper and narrow underftandinz made him a thorough 
convert, without any referve from intereft, or doubts 
from reafoning and enquiry. By his application to bufi- 
nefs, he had acquired a great afcendant over the king, 
who, though poffefféd of more difcernment, was ¢lad to 
throw the burthen of affairs on the duke, of whom he 
entertained little jealoufy. On pretence of eafing the 
proteftant diffenters, they agreed upon a plan for intro- 
- ducing a general toleration, and giving the catholics the 
free exercife of their religion ; at leaft, the exercife of it 
in private houfes, The two brothers faw with pleafure 
fo numerous and popular a body of the clergy refufe 


& The author confeffes, that the king’s zeal for popery went farther than 
is here fuppofed, as appears from many paffages in James the Second’s 
Memoirs, 


Cc3 conformity ; 
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woe their name, the fmall and hated fect of the catholics 
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1663, 
z8th Feb, 


might meet with favour and protection, 


But while the king pleaded his early promifes of 
toleration, and infifted on many other plaufible topics, 
the parliament, who fat a little after the declaration was 
iffued, could by no means be fatisfied with this meafure. 
The declared intention of eafing the diflenters, and the 
fecret purpofe of favouring the catholics, were equally 
difagreeable to them; and in thefe prepoffeffions they 
were encouraged by the king’s minifters themfelves, par- 
ticularly the chancellor. The houfe of commons repre- 
fented to the king, that his declaration of Breda contained 
no promife to the prefbyterians and other diffenters, but 
only an expreffion of his intentions, upon fuppofition of 
the parliament’s concurrence: That even if the non- 
conformifts had been entitled to plead a promife, they 
had entrufted this claim, as all their other rights and 
privileges, to the houfe of commons, who were their 
reprefentatives, and who now freed the king from that 
obligation: That it was not to be fuppofed, that his 
majefty and the houfes were fo bound by that declaration 
as to be incapacitated from making any laws, which might 
be contrary to it: That even at the king’s reftoration, 
there were laws of uniformity in force, which could not 
be difpenfed with but by aét of parliament: And that the 
indulgence propofed would prove moft pernicious both to 
church and ftate, would open the door to fchifm, encourage 
faction, difturb the public peace, and difcredit the wifdom 
of the legiflature. The king did not think proper, after 
this remonftrance, to infift any farther at prefent on the 
project of indulgence, 


In order to deprive the catholics of all hopes, the two. 
houfes concurred in a remonftrance againft them, The 
king 
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king gave a gracious anfwer; though he fcrupled not to 
profefs his gratitude towards many of that perfuafion, on 
account of their faithful fervices in his father’s caufe and 
in his own. A proclamation, for form’s fake, was foon 
after iffued again{t Jefuits and Romifh priefts: But care 
was taken, by the very terms of it, to render it ineffectual. 
The parliament had allowed, that all foreign priefts, 
belonging to the two queens, fhould be excepted, and 
that a permiffion for them to remain in England fhould 
ftill be granted, In the proclamation, the word, foreigny 
was purpofely omitted; and the queens were. thereby 
authorized to give pratection to as many Englith pricfts as 
they fhould think proper. 


Tuat the king might reap fome advantage from his 
compliances, however fallacious, he engaged the com- 
mons anew into an examination of his revenue, which, 
chiefly by the ‘negligence in levying it, had proved, he 
faid, much inferior to the public charges. Notwith- 
ftanding the price of Dunkirk, his debts, he complained, 
amounted to a confiderable fum ; and to fatisfy the com- 
mons, that the money formerly granted him, had not 
been prodigally expended, he offered to lay before them 
the whole account of his difburfements. It is however 
agreed on ali hands, that the king, though, during his 
banifhment, he had managed his fmall and precarious 
income with great order and ceconomy, had now much 
abated of thefe virtues, and was unable to make his royal 
revenues fuffice for his expences. ‘The commons, with- 
out entering into too nice a difquifition, voted him four 
fubfidies ; and this was the laft time, that taxes were 
levied in that manner. 

SEVERAL laws were made this feffion with regard to 
trade. The militia alfo came under confideration, and 
fome rules were eftablifhed for ordering and arming it. 
It was enacted, that the king fhould have no power of 
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c fe pote keeping the militia under arms above fourteen days in the _ 
—— year. The fituation of this ifland, together with its 
1663. great naval power, has always occafioned other means of 
fecurity, however requifite, to be much neglected amongtt 
us: And the parliament fhowed here a very fuperfluous: 
jealoufy of the king’s ftriétnefs in difciplining the militia. 
The principles of liberty rather require a contrary 
jealoufy. 

THE earl of Briftol’s friendfhip with Clarendon, which 
had fubfifted, with great intimacy, during their exile and 
the diftrefles of the royal party, had been confiderably 
impaired fince the reftoration, by the chancellor’s refufing 
his affent to fome grants, which Briftol had applied for to 
a court lady: And a little after, the latter nobleman, 
agreeably to the impetuofity and indifcretion of his temper, 
broke out againft the minifter in the moft outrageous 
manner. He even entered a charge of treafon againft 
him before the houfe of peers; but had concerted his 
plan fo imprudently, that the judges, when confulted, 
declared, that, neither for its matter nor its form, could 
it legally be received, The articles indeed refemble more 
the incoherent altercations of a paflionate enemy, than a 
ferious charge, fit to be difcufled by a court of judicature ; 
and Briftol himfelf was. fo afhamed of his condué& and 
defeat, that he abfconded during fome time. ~ Notwith- 
ftanding his fine talents, his eloquence, his fpirit, and 
his courage, he could never regain the character, which 
he loft by this hafty and precipitate meafure. 


one Bur though Clarendon was able to elude this rafh 
eee aflault, he was fenfibly declining: in. his credit at court ; 
and in proportion as the king found himfelf eftablifhed: on 
the throne, he began to alienate himfelf from a. minifter, 
whofe character was fo little fuited to hisown. Charles’s 
favour for the catholics was always oppofed by. Clarendon, 
public liberty was fecured. againft all attempts. of the: 
; OVver= 
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over-zealous royalifts, prodigal grants of the king were 
checked or refufed, and the dignity of his own character 
was fo much confulted by the chancellor, that he made it 
an inviolable rule, as did alfo his friend, Southampton, 
never to enter into any connexion with the royal miftrefles. 
The king’s favourite was Mrs. Palmer, afterwards created. 
dutchefs of Cleveland; a woman prodigal, rapacious, 
diffolute, violent, revengeful. She failed not in her turm 
to undermine Clarendon’s credit with his mafter; and her 
fuccefs was at this time made apparent to the whole world, 
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Secretary Nicholas, the chancellor’s great friend, was 


removed from his place; and Sir Harry Bennet, his 
avowed enemy, was advanced to that office, . Bennet was 
foon after created lord Arlington. 


THovuGH the king’s conduct had hitherto, fince his 
reftoration, been, in the main, laudable, men of pene- 
tration began to obferve, that thofe virtues, by which he 
had, at firft, fo much dazzled and enchanted the nation, 
had great fhow, but not equal folidity. His good under- 
ftanding loft much of its influence by his want of appli- 

cation; his bounty was more the refult of a facility of 
difpofition than any generofity of charaGer; his focial 
humour led him frequently to neglect his dignity ; his 
love of pleafure was, not attended with. proper fentiment 
and decency; and’ while he feemed to bear a good will to 
every one that approached him, he had a heart not very 
capable of friendfhip, and he had fecretly entertained a 
very bad opinion and diftruft of mankind. But above all, 
what fullied his character in the eyes of good judges was 
his negligent ingratitude towards the unfortunate cavaliers, 
whofe zeal and fufferings for the royal caufe had known 
no bounds, This condu@ however in the king may, 
from the circumftances of his fituation and temper, admit 


of fome excufe; at leaft, of fome alleviation... As he had- 


been reftored more by the efforts of his reconciled enemies 
than 
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CH A P. than of his ancient friends, the former pretended a title 
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.—— to fhare his favour ; and being, from practice, acquainted 
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with public bufinefs, they were better qualified to execute 
any truft committed tothem. The king’s revenues were 
far from being large, or even equal to his neceflary 
expences; and his miftrefles, and the companions of his 
mirth and pleafures, gained by folicitation every requeft 
from his eafy temper. ‘The very poverty, to which the 
more zealous royalifts had reduced themfelves, by ren- 
dering them infignificant, made them unfit to fupport the 
king’s meafures, and caufed him to deem them a ufelefs 
incumbrance. And as many falfe and ridiculous claims 
of merit were offered, his natural indolence, averfe to a 
ftri& difcuffion or enquiry, led him to treat them all with 
equal indifference. ‘The parliament took fome notice of. 
the poor cavaliers. Sixty thoufand pounds were at one 
time diftributed among them: Mrs, Lane alfo and the 
Penderells had handfome prefents and penfions from the 


king: But the greateft part of the royalifts ftill remained 
in poverty and diftrefs; aggravated by the cruel dif- 
appointment in their fanguine hopes, and by feeing favour 
and preferment beftowed upon their moft inveterate foes, 
With regard to the aé& of indemnity and oblivion, they 
univerfally faid, that it was an aé& of indemnity to the 
king’s enemies, and of oblivion to his friends. 
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‘A new Seffion Rupture with Helland——-A new 
Sefion———V ifiory of the English Rupture with 
France Rupture with Denmark-—_— New feffion 

Sea-fight of four days Victory of the Eng- 

lif Fire of London Advances tawards 

peace Difgrace at Chatham Peace of Breda— 

Clarendon’s fall——and banifhment State 

of France Chara&er of Lewis XIV,——~ 

French invafion of the Low Countries ——Negoti- 


ations Triple league——Treaty of Aix-la-cha- 
pelle-——Affairs of Scotland——and of Ireland. 


NHE next feffion of parliament difcovered a conz ¢ y 4 p, 
tinuance of the fame principles, which had pre- LXIv. 
vailed in all the foregoing. Monarchy and the church ~¢¢," 
were ftill the objects of regard and affection, During no 16thMarch, 
period of the prefent reign, did this fpirit pafs more tion 
evidently the bounds of reafon and moderation. 
Tue king in his fpeech to the parliament had ventured 
openly to demand a repeal of the triennial act; and he 
even went fo far as to declare, that, notwithftanding the 
law, he never would allow any parliament to be aflembled 
by the methods prefcribed in that ftatute. The parlia- 
ment, without taking offence at this declaration, repealed 
the law; and in lieu of all the fecurities, formerly pro- 
vided, fatisfied themfelves with a general claufe, ‘ that 
‘¢ parliaments fhould not be interrupted above three 
** years at the moft.” As the Englifh parliament had 
now raifed itfelf to be a regular check and controul upon 
royal 
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. CHA P. royal power; it is evident, that they ought ftill to have 
~~~ preferved a regular fecurity for their Meeting, and not 


have trufted entirely to the good-will of the king, who, 
if ambitious or enterprifing, had fo little reafon to be 
pleafed with thefe affemblies. Before the end of Charles’s 
reign, the nation had occafion to feel very fenfibly the 
effects of this repeal. 

_ By the aét of uniformity, every clergyman, who fhould 
officiate without being properly qualified, was punifhable 
by fine and imprifonment: But this fecurity was not 
thought fufficient for the church. It was now enatted, 
that, wherever five perfons above thofe of the fame houfe- 
hold, fhould affemble in a religious congregation, every 
one of them was liable, for the firft offence, to be 
imprifoned three months, or pay five pounds; for the 
fecond, to be imprifoned fix months, or pay ten pounds; 
and for the third, to be tranfported feven years, or pay a 
hundred pounds. The parliament had only in their eye 
the malignity of the fectaries: ‘They fhould have carried 
their attention farther, to the caufe of that malignity, 
the former reftraint under which they had laboured. 

THE commons likewife paffed a vote, that the wrongs, 
difhonours, and indignities, offered to the Englith by the 
fubjects of the United Provinces, were the greateft 
obftrutions to all foreign trade: And they promifed to 
affift the king with their lives and fortunes in aflerting the 
rights of his crown againft all oppofition whatfoever. 
‘This was the firft open ftep towards a Dutch war. We 
muft explain the caufes and motives of this meéafure. 

Txuar clofe union and confedéracy, which, during a 
courfe of near feventy years, has fubfifted, almoft with-. 
out interruption or jealoufy, between England and Hol+ 
land, is not fo much founded on the natural unalterable 
interefts of thefe flates, as on their terror of the growing 
power of France; who, without their combination, it is. 
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apprehended, would foon extend her dominion overC H & Ps 

Europe. In the firft years of Charles’s reign, when they 

ambitious genius of the French monarch had not, as 664 

yet, difplayed itfelf; and when the great force of his 

people was, in fome meafure, unknown even to thems 

felves, the rivalfhip of commerce, not. checked by any 

other jealoufy or apprehenfion, had naturally in England 

begot a violent enmity againft the neighbouring republic. 
TRADE was beginning, among the Englith, to be a 

matter of general concern; but notwithitanding all their 

efforts and advantages, their commerce feemed hitherto 

to ftand upon a footing, which was fomewhat precarious. 

The Dutch, who, by induftry and frugality, were enabled 

to underfell them in every market, retained pofleffion of 

the moft lucrative branches of commerce; . and the 

Englith merchants had the mortification to find, that all 

attempts to extend their trade were ftill turned, by the 
vigilance of their rivals, to their lofs and difhonour. 

-- Theirind ignation encreafed, when they confidered the fupe- 

rior naval power of England; the bravery of her officers 

and feamen; her favourable fituation, which enabled her to 

intercept the whole Dutch commerce. By the profpect of 

thefe advantages, they were ftrongly prompted, from 

motives lefs juft-than political, to make war upon the 

States ; and at once to ravifh from them by force, what 

they could not obtain, or could obtain but flowly, by 

fuperior {kill and induftry. 


Tue carelefs, unambitious temper of Charles rendered 
him little capable of forming fo vaft a project as that of 
engrofling the commerce and naval power of Europe; 
yet could he not remain altogether infenfible to fuch 
obvious and fuch tempting profpects. His genius, hap- 
pily turned towards mechanics, had inclined him to ftudy 
naval affairs, which, of all branches of bufinefs, he both 
loved the moft, and underftood the bet, Thouzh the 

Dutch, 
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C HA P. Dutch, during his exile, had exprefled towards him more 
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w— Civility and friendfhip, than he had received from any 
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other foreign power; the Louveftein or ariftocratic fac+ 
tion, which, at this time, ruled the commonwealth, had 
fallen into clofe union with France; and could that party 
be fubdued, he might hope, that his nephew, the young 
prince of Orange, would be re-inftated in the authority, 


' poffefled by his anceftors, and would bring the States toa 


37th May, 


dependence under England. His narrow revenues made 
it ftill requifite for him to ftudy the humours of his people, 
which now ran violently towards war; and it has been 
fufpected, though the fufpicion was not juftified by the 
event, that the hopes of diverting fome of the fupplies to 
his private ufe were not overlooked by this neceffitous 
monarch, 


The duke of York, more aétive and enterprizing, 
pufhed more eagerly the war with Holland. He defired 
an opportunity of diftinguifhing himfelf: He loved to 
cultivate commerce : He was at the head of a new African 
company, whofe trade was extremely checked by the fet- 
tlements of the Dutch: And perhaps, the religious 
prejudices, by which that prince was always fo much 
governed, began, even fo early, to inftil into him an 
antipathy againft a proteftant commonwealth, the bulwark 
of the reformation. Clarendon and Southampton, ob- 
ferving that the nation was not fupported by any foreign 
alliance, were averfe to hoftilities; but their credit was 
now on the decline. : 

By thefe concurring motives, the court and parliament 
were both of them inclined to a Dutch war, © The par- 
Jiament was prorogued without voting fupplies: But as 
they had been induced, without any open application from 
the crown, to pafs that vote above-mentioned againft the © 
Dutch encroachments, it was reafonably confidered as 
fanction fufficient for the vigorous: meafures, which were 
refolved on. Down- 
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Dowwina, the Englifh minifter at the Hague, a man bin 
of an infolent, impetuous temper, prefented a memorial Wy 
‘to the States, containing a lift of thofe depredations, of 1654. 
which the Englifh complained. It is remarkable, that 
all the pretended depredations preceded the year 1662, 
when a treaty of league and alliance had been renewed 
with the Dutch; and thefe complaints were then thought, 
either fo unjuft or fo frivolous, that they had not been 
mentioned in the treaty. I’wo fhips alone, the Bona~ 
venture, and the Good-hope, had been claimed by the 
Englifh ; and it was agreed, that this claim fhould be 
“profecuted by the ordinary courfe of juftice. The States 
had configned a fum.of money, in cafe, the caufe fhould 
be decided againft them; but the matter was ftill in 
dependance. Cary, who was entrufted by the proprietors 
with the management of the law-fuit for the Bonaventure, 
had refolved to accept: of thirty thoufand pounds, which 
were offered him; but was hindered by Downing, who 
told him, that the claim.was a matter of flate between 
the two nations, not a. concern of private perfons 5, 
Thefe circumftances. give us no favourable idea of the 
juftice of the Englith pretenfions, 

Cuakuwes confined not himfelf. to memorials and. . 
remonftrances. Sir Robert Holmes was fecretly difpatched 
with a fquadron of twenty-two fhips to»the coaft of 
Africa. He not only expelled the Dutch; fromcape 
Corfe, to which the Englifh had fome pretenfions: He 
likewife feized. the Dutch fettlements of cape Verde and, 
the ifle of Goree, together with feveral. fhips trading on 
that.coaft. And having failed to America, he poflefled 
himfelf of Nova Belgia, fince called New York; a ter- 
ritory, which James had given by patent to the earl of 
Sterling, but which had never been. planted but by the 
Hollanders, When the States complained of thefe hoftile 
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€ HA P. meafures, the king, unwilling to avow what he could ‘not 
LXIV. Bae ie, : 
tan med Well juttify, pretended to be totally ignorant of Holmes’s - 
166% enterprize. He likewife confined that ‘admiral to the 
Tower; but fome time after releafed him, 

Tue Dutch, finding that their applications for redrefs 
were likely to be eluded, and that a ground of quarrel - 
was induftrioufly fought for by the Englifh, began to 
arm with diligence. They even exerted, with fome 
precipitation, an aét of vigor, which haftened on the 
rupture. Sir John Lawfon and de Ruyter had been fent 
with combined fquadrons into the Mediterranean, in 
order to chaftife the pyratical ffates on the coaft of 
Barbary ; and the time of their feparation and return was 
now approaching. ‘The States fecretly difpatched orders 
to de Ruyter, that he fhould take in provifions at Cadiz; 
and failing towards the coaft of Guinea, fhould retaliate 
on the Englifh, and put the Dutch in poffeffion of thofe 
fettlements whence Holmes had expelled them. De 
Ruyter, having a confiderable force on board, met with 
no oppofition in Guinea. All the new acquifitions of the 
Englifh, except cape Corfe, were recovered from them. 
They were even difpofleffed of fome old fettlements. 
Such of their fhips as fell into his hands were feized by 
de-Ruyter. That admiral failed next to America, He 
attacked Barbadoes, but was repulfed. He afterwards 
committed hoftilities on Long Ifland. 

Meanwuice, the Englith preparations for war were 
advancing with vigor and induftry. The king had 
received no fupplies from parliament; but by his own 
funds and credit he was enabled to equip a fleet: The 
city of London lerit him 100,000 pounds: The fpirit of 

' the nation feconded his armaments: He himfelf went 
from port to port, infpecting with great diligence, and 
encouraging the work: And in a little time the Englifh’ 
navy was put in a formidable condition, Eight hundred 

: : thoufand 
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thoufand pounds are faid to have been expended on this C H A Ps 
. 3 LXIV. 
armament. When Lawfon arrived, and communicated ( ) 
his fufpicion of de Ruyter’s enterprize, orders were iffued 1664, 
for feizing all Dutch fhips; and 135 fell into the hands 
of the Englith. Thefe were not declared prizes, till af- 
terwards, when war was proclaimed. 

THE parliament, when met, granted a fupply, the 24th Nov. 
largeft by far that had ever been given to a king of Eng- oe < 
Jand, but no more than fufficient for the prefent under- 
taking. Near two millions and a half were voted, to be 
levied by quarterly payments in three years. The avidity 
of the merchants, together with the great profpe&t of 
fuccefs, had animated the whole nation againft the 
Dutch. 

A crear alteration. was made this fefion in the mea 
thod of taxing the clergy. In almoft all the other mo- 
narchies of Europe, the affemblies, whofe confent was 
formerly requifite to the enacting of laws, were compofed 
of three eftates, the clergy, the nobility, and the com 
monalty, which formed fo many members of the political 
body, of which the king was confidered as the head. In 
England too, the parliament was always reprefented as 
confifting of three eftates ; but their feparation was never 
fo diftin& as in other kingdoms. A convocation, how- 
ever, had ufually fat the fame time with the parliament ; 
though they pofleffed not a negative voice in the paffing 
of laws, and aflumed no’ other temporal power than 
that of impofing taxes on the clergy. By reafon of ec- 
clefiaftical preferments, which he could beftow, the 
king’s influence over the church was more confiderable 
than over the laity ; fo that the fubfidies, granted by the 
convocation, were commonly greater than thofe which 
were voted by parliament. The church, therefore, was 
not difpleafed to depart tacitly from the right of taxing 


herfelf, and allow the commons to lay impofitions on 
Vor, VII, Dd ecclefiaftical 
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- Me ae éccléfiattical revenues, as on the reft of the kingdom. In 
Uy Tecompence, two fubfidies, which the convocation had 
1664. formerly granted, were remitted, and the parochial clergy 
were allowed to vote at ele@tions. Thus the church of 
England made a barter of power for profit. Their con- 
‘vocations, having become unprofitable to the crown, have 
been’ much difufed of late years. ; ; 
Tur Dutch faw, with the utmoft regret, a war ap- z 
proaching, “whence ‘they might dread the moft ° fatal 
confequences, but which afforded no profpeét of ‘advan- 
tage, ‘They tried every art of negotiation, before they 
would come to extremity. ‘Their meafures were at that 
tithe direted by John de Wit, a minifter equally emi- 
nent for greatnefs of mind, for capacity, and for integrity. 
“Though’ moderate in his private deportment, he knew 
how to adopt in his public counfels that magnanimity, 
which fuits the minifter of a great ftate. It was ever his 
maxim, that no independent government fhould yield to 
, another any evident point of reafon or equity; and that 
all fuch conceffions, fo far from preventing war, ferved | 
to no other purpofe than to provoke frefh claims and in- 
folencies. By his management a fpirit of union was pre- 
ferved in all the provinces; great fums were levied; and 
anavy was equipped, compofed of larger fhips than the 
Dutch had ever built before, and able to cope with the 
ficet of England. ti 


oper ‘As foon as certain intelligence arrived of de Ruyter’s 
enterprizes, Charles declared war againft the States. His 

ficet, confifting of 114 fail, befides.fire-fhips and ketches, 

was commanded by the duke of York, and under him by 

gi Jone. prince Rupert and the earl of Sandwich, It had about 
oe ah 27,000 men on board. Obdam, who was admiral. of. 
the Dutch navy, of nearly equal force, declined not the 

combat. In the heat of action, when engaged in clofe 
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fight with the duke of York, Obdam’s fhip blew up. —— 


XIV, 


This accident much difcouraged the Dutch, who fled remap 


towards their own coaft, Tromp alone, fon of the fa- 
mous admiral, killed during the former war, bravely 
fultained with his fquadron the efforts of the Englifh, 


' and -proteéted the rear of his countrymen. , The yan- . 


. quifhed had nineteen fhips funk and taken. ‘The vitors 
loft only one. Sir John Lawfon died foon after of his 
wounds. ; 

Ir is affirmed, and with an appearance of reafon, that 
this victory might have been rendered more complete, had 
hot orders been iffued to’ flacken {ail by Brounker, ‘one of 
the duke’s bedchamber, who pretended authority from his 
mafter. The duke difclaimed the orders ; but Brounker 
never was fufficiently punifhed for his temerity 1. It is 
allowed, however, that the duke behaved with great bra- 
very during the action. He was long in the thickeft of 
the fire. The earl of Falmouth, lord Mufkerry, and 
Mr, Boyle, were killed by one fhot at his fide, and co= 
vered him all over with their brains and gore. And it is 
not likely, that, ina purfuit, where even perfons of in= 
ferior ftation, and of the moft cowardly difpofition, ac- 
quire courage,’a. commander fhould feel his {pirits to flag, 


i King James in his Memoirs gives an accounit of this affair different from 


what we meet with in any hiftorian. He fays, that, while he was afleepy - 


Brounker brought orders to’ Sir John Harman, captain of the thip, ‘to flacken - 
fail, Sir John remonftrated, but obeyed. . After fome time, finding that his 
falling back was likely to. produce confufion in the fleet, he hoifted the fail 
as before: So that the prince coming foon after on the quarter deck, and 
finding all things as he left them, knew nothing of what had paffed during 
his repofe, No body gave him the Jeaft intimation of its. It was long after, 
that he heard of it, by:a kind of accident; and he intended to have punifhed 
Brounker by martial law; but juit about that time, the houfe of commons 
took up the queftion and impeached him, which made it impoffible for the 
duke to punith him otherwile than by difmiffing him his fervice. Brounker, 
before the boufe, never pretended, that he had received any orders from the 


duke, : 
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and fhould turn from the back of an enemy, whofe face 
he had not been afraid to encounter. 

Tuts difafter threw the Dutch into confternation, and 
determined de Wit, who was the foul of their councils, 
to exert his military capacity, in order to fupport the 
declining courage of his countrymen. He went on board 
the fleet, which he took under his command; and he 
foon remedied all thofe diforders, which had been occa- 
fioned by the late misfortune. ‘The genius of this man 
was of the moft extenfive nature. He quickly became as 
much mafter of naval affairs, as if he had from his in- 
fancy been educated in them; and he even made im- 
provements in fome parts of pilotage and failing, beyond 
what men expert in thofe arts had ever been able to 
attain. 

Tue misfortunes of the Dutch determined their allies 


withFrance: © a for their affiftance and fupport. The king of 


France was engaged in a defenfive alliance with the 
States ; but as his naval force was yet in its infancy, he 
was extremely averfe, at that time, from entering into a 
war with fo formidable a power as England. He tried 
Jong to mediate a peace between the two parties, and for 
that purpofe fent an embaifly to London, which returned 
without effecting any thing. Lord Hollis, the Englifh 
ambaflador at Paris, endeavoured to draw over Lewis to 
the fide of England; and, in his mafter’s name, made 
him the moft tempting offers. Charles was content to 
abandon all the Spanifh Low Countries to the French, 
without pretending to a foot of ground for himfelf; pro- 
vided Lewis would allow him to purfue his advantages 
againft the Dutch *, But the French monarch, though 
the conqueft of that valuable territory was the chief ob- 
je of his ambition, rejected the offer as contrary to his 
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intereft: He thought, that if the Englith had once efta- C FA Py 


LXIV. 


blifhed an uncontroulable dominion over the fea and over oy 


commerce, they would foon be able to render his acqui- 
fitions a very dear purchafe to him. When de Lionne, 
the French fecretary, affured Van Beuninghen, ambafla- 
dor of the States, that’ this offer had been preffed on his 
mafter during fix months, ‘ I can readily believe it,” 
replied the Dutchman; “ I am fenfible that it is the in- 
“ tereft of England !.” 

Sucu were the eftablithed maxims at that time with 
regard to the interefts_of princes. It muft however be 
allowed, that the politics of Charles, in making this of- 
fer, were not a little hazardous, The extreme weaknefs 
of Spain would have rendered the French conquefts eafy 
and infallible; but the vigour of the Dutch, it might 
be forefeen, would make the fuccefs of the Englith much 
more precarious. And even were the naval force of Hols 
land totally annihilated, the acquifition of the Dutch 
Commerce to England could not be relied on as a certain 
confequence ; nor is trade a conftant attendant of power, 
but depends on many other, and fome of them very deli- 
cate, circumftances. 

Txovues the king of France was refolved to fupport 
the Hollanders in that unequal conteft, in which they 
were engaged; he yet protracted his declaration, and 
employed the time in naval preparations, both in the 
ocean and the Mediterranean. The king of Denmark 
mean while was refolved not to remain an idle fpectator 
of the conteft between the maritime powers. ‘The part 
which he aéted was the moft extraordinary: He made a 
fecret agreement with Charles to feize all the Dutch fhips 
in his harbours, and to fhare the fpoils with the Englith, 
provided they would affit him in executing this meafure. 
dn order to encreafe his prey, he perfidioufly invited the 
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c By 83 oe Dutch to take fhelter in his, ports ; and accordingly the 
u — Eaft India fleet, very richly laden, had put into Bergen. 
1665. Sandwich, who now commanded the Englith navy (the aes 
duke having gone afhore) difpatched Sir ‘Thomas Tid-_ 

diman with a fquadron, to attack them; but whether ‘ 

from the king of Denmark’s delay in fending orders to the ji 
governor, or, what is more probable, from his avidity in 
endeavouring to engrofs the whole booty, the Englith » | 

admiral, though he behaved with great bravery, failed of | 


gi Augut. his purpofe. The Danifh governor fired upon him; and 


the Dutch, having had leifure to fortify themfelves, made, 
a gallant refiftance, 
Tue king of Denmark, feemingly afhamed of his con- 
duct, concluded with Sir Gilbert Talbot, the Englith 
envoy, an offenfive alliance againft the States; and at the } 
: very fame time, his refident at the Hague, by his orders, 
ct concluded an offenfive alliance againft England. To this 
mark. laft alliance he adhered, probably from jealoufy of the 
encreafing naval power of England ; and he, feized and 
confifcated all the Englifh fhips.in his harbours. This _ 
was a fenfible check to the advantages, which. Charles 
had obtained over the Dutch. Not only a great blow 
was’ given to the Englith commerce ;. the king of Den- 
mark’s naval farce was alfo confiderable, and threatened 
every moment a conjunction with the Hollanders, . That 
vince ftipulated to affif his allies with a fleet of thirty 
fail; and he, received in return a yearly fubfidy of 
1,500,000: crowns, of which 300,000 were paid by 
France. - 
Tue king endeavoured to counterbalance thefe con- FH 
federacies by acquiring new friends and allies’ He had ) 
difpatched Sir Richard Fanfhaw into Spain, who met 
Ss with a very cold reception, That monarchy was funk ; 
into a flate of weakuefs, and was mefaced with an inva-  — 
} 
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fion from France ; yet could not any motive prevail with 
I Philip 
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Philip to enter into cordial friendfhip with England. 
Charles’s alliance with Portugal, the detention of Jamaica 
and Tangiers, the fale of Dunkirk to the French ; all 
thefe offences funk fo deep into the mind of the Spanifh 
monarch, that no motive of intereft was fufficient to out- 
weigh them. 

Tue bithop, of Munfter was the only ally that Charles 
could acquire. That prelate, a man of reftlefs enterprize 
and ambition, had entertained a violent animofity againgt 
the States; and he was eafily engaged, by the promife 
of fubfidies from England, to. make an. incurfion on that 
republic. Witha tumultuary army of near 20,000 men, 
he invaded her territories, ahd met with weak refiftance. 
The land forces of the. States were as feeble and ill-go- 
verned, as their fleets were gallant and formidable. But 
after his committing great ravages in feveral of the pro- 
yinces, a {top was put to the progrefs of this warlike pre- 
late. He had not military kill fufficient to improve the 
advantages which fortune had put into his hands : ‘The 
king of France fent a body of 6000 men to oppofe him : 
Subfidies were not regularly remitted him from England ; 
and many ‘of his troops deferted for want of pay: The 
elector of Brandenburgh threatened him with an invafion 
in his own ftate: And on the whole, he was glad to con- 
clude a peace under the mediation of France. On the 
firft furmife of his intentions, Sir William Temple was 
fent from London with money to fix him in his former 
alliance ; but found, that he arrived too Jate. 

Tue Dutch, encouraged by all thefe favourable cir- 
cumftances, ¢ ‘ontinued refolute to exert themfelves to the 
utmoft in their own, defence. De Ruyter, their great 
admiral, was arrived. from his expedition to Guinea: 
Their Indian fleet was come home in fafety: Their har- 
bours were crowded with merchant fhips: Faction at 
liome was appeafed: “I'he young prince uf Orange had 
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pe put himfelf under the tuition of the States of Holland, 

i— — and of de Wit, their penfionary, who executed his truft 

3665. with honour and fidelity: And the animofity, which the 

Hollanders entertained againft the attack of the Englifh, 

fo unprovoked, as they thought it, made them thirft for 

revenge, and hope for better fuccefs in their next enter- 

prize. Such vigour was exerted in the common caufe, 

that, in order the better to man the fleet, all merchant 

fhips were prohibited to fail, and even the fifheries were 
fufpended ™. 

THE Englitfh likewife continued in the fame difpofi- 
tion, though another more grievous calamity had joined 
itfelf to that of war. The plague had broken out in 
London ; and that with fuch violence as to cut off, ina 

roth O&ob. year, near go,000 inhabitants. ‘The king was obliged 
to fummon the parliament at Oxford. 

New feffion. A Goon agreement ftill fubfifted between the king and 
parliament. They, on their part, unanimoufly voted 
him the fupply demanded, twelve hundred and fifty thou- 
fand pounds, to be levied in two years by monthly affefl- 

Fiveemilee ments. And he, to gratify them, paffed the five-mile- 

oe act, which has given occafion to fuch grievous and fuch 
juft complaints. ‘The church, under pretence of guard- 
ing monarchy againft its inveterate enemies, perfevered in 


the project of wreaking her own enmity againft the non- 


conformifts. It was enaéted, that no diflenting teacher, 
who took not the non-refiftance oath above-mentioned, 
fhould, except upon the road, come within five miles of 
any corporation, or of any place, where he had preached 
after the act of oblivion. The penalty was a fine of fifty 
pounds, and fix months imprifonment. By ejecting the 
nonconformift minifters from their churches, and prohi- 
biting all feparate congregations, they had been rendered 
incapable of gaining any livelihood by their fpiritual pits 
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feffion. And now, under colour of removing them from © H A Ps 
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places, where their influence might be dangerous, an 


expedient was fallen upon to deprive them of all means 
of fubfiftence. Had not the fpirit of the nation under- 
gone a change, thefe violences were preludes to the moft 
furious perfecution. 

However prevalent the hierarchy, this law did not 
pafs without oppofition. Befides feveral peers, attached 


‘to the old parliamentary party, Southampton himéfelf, 


though Clarendon’s great friend, exprefled his difappro- 
bation of thefe meafures. But the church party, not dif- 
couraged with this oppofition, introduced into the houfe 
of commons a bill for impofing the oath of nonrefiftance 
on the whole nation. It was rejected only by three 
yoices, The parliament, after a {hort feffion, was pro- 


rocued, 


Arrer France had declared war, England was evi- 
dently overmatched in force. Yet the poffeffed this ad- 
vantage by her fituation, that fhe lay between the fleets of 
her enemies, and might be able, by fpeedy and well-con-, 
certed operations, to prevent their junction. But fuch 
was the unhappy conduct of her commanders, or fuch 
the want of intelligence in her minifters, that this cir- 
cuniftance turned rather to her prejudice. Lewis had 
given onlers to the duke of Beaufort, his admiral, to fail 
from Toulon ; and the French fquadron, under his com-- 
mand, confifting of above forty fail ", was now commonly 
fuppofed to be entering the channel. The Dutch fleet, 
to the number of feventy-fix fail, was at fea, under the 
command of de Ruyter and Tromp, in order to join him. 
The duke of Albemarle and prince Rupert commanded 
the Englifh fleet, which excceded not feventy-four fail. 
“Albemarle, who, from his fucceffes under the protector, 
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Say had too much learned to defpife the enemy, propofed to 
t—— detach prince Rupert with twenty fhips, in order to op- 
1666. pofe the duke of Beaufort, Sir George Ayfcue, well 
acquainted with the bravery and conduct of de Ruyter, 
protefted again{t the temerity of this refolution : But Al- 
bemarle’s authority prevailed, The remainder of the 
Englith fet fail to give battle to the Dutch ; who, feeing 
the enemy advance quickly upon them, cut their cables, 
and prepared for the combat. The battle that enfued, is 
one of-the moft memorable, that we read of in flory 5 ~ 
' whether we confider its long, duration, or the defperate 
Sea fight of Courage, with which it. was fought. Albemarle made 
moe a9¢ Here fome atonement by his valour for the rafhiMfs of the 
attempt. No youth, animated by glory and ambitious 
hopes, could exert himfelf more than did this man, who 
was now in the decline of life, and who had reached the 
4 fummit of honours.: We fhall not enter minutely into 
particulars.. It will be fufficient to mention the chicf 
: events of each day’s engagement. 
Th June, ~ In the firt day, Sir William Berkeley, vice-admiral, 
leading the van, fell into the thickeft of the enemy, was 
over-powered, and his fhip taken. He himfelf was found 
dead in his cabbin, ali covered with blood. The Englith 
had the weather-gage of the enemy; but as the wind 
blewifo. high, that they could not ufe their lower tire, they 
derived but {mall advantage from this circumftaiice. "The 
- Dutch thot, however, fell chiefly-on their fails and rig- 
ging; andfew fhips were. funk or much damaged. 
Chain-fhot was at that time.a new iavention 3 commonly 
_ attributed to de Wit. . Sir John Harman exerted himfelf 
extremely. .on., this day. The Dutch admiral, Evertz, 
was killed in engaging him. Darknefs parted the com- 
batants, > —- 
THE fecond day, the wind was fomewhat fallen, and 
the combat became nore fteddy and. more terrible. The 
‘ 


Englith 


: Englith now found, that the moft heroic valour cannot Chae 
\s compenfate for the fuperiority of numbers, againft an , oa 
} enemy who .is well conduéted, and who is not defective 1666, 
in courage. - De Ruyter and Van Tromp, rivals in glory. ~ 
. ‘and enemies from. faction, exerted themfelves in emulation 
of each other ; and de Ruyter had the advantage of difen- 
gaging and faving his antagonift, who had been furround~ 
; ed by the Englifh, and was.in the moft imminent danger. 
Sixteen frefh fhips joined the Dutch feet during. the ac- 
j ‘tion: And the Englith were fo: fhattered, that their 
fighting fhips were reduced to. twenty-eight, and they 
found themfelves obliged to retreat towards their own 
coafty The Duch followed them, and were on the point 
f of renewing the combat; when a calm, which came a 
Jittle before night, prevented the engagement. 
Next morning, the Englifh were obliged to continue 
their retreat and a proper difpofition was made for that 
purpofe. "The fhattered fhips were: ordered to ftretch a- 
head; and fixteen of the moft entire. followed them in 
good order, and kept the enemy in awe.. Albemarle ° 
himfelf clofed the rear, and prefented an undaunted coun- 
’ tenance to his victorious foes. ‘The earl of Offory, fon 
} of Ormond, a gallant youth, who fought honour and 
danger in every action throughout Europe, was then on 
board the Admiral. Albemarle confefled to him his in- \. 
tention rather to blow up his fhip and perifh gloridufly, ws 
than yield to the enemy. Offory applauded this defperate 
refolution. : oe 
Asout two o'clock, the Dutch had come up with | 
their enemy, and were ready to renew the fight; whena 
new flect.was defcried from the fouth, crowding all their 
fail to reach the fcene of action. The Dutch flattered 
themfelves that Beaufort was arrived, to cut off the retreat 
of the vanquifhed : The Englifh hoped, that prince Ru- 
pert had come, to turn the feale of action, Albemarle, 
‘ who 
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C H'4 P. who had received intelligence of the prince’s- approach, 
LXIv, 4 : ‘ , 
u— bent his courfe towards him. Unhappily, Sir George 
1666. = Ayfcue, in a thip of a hundred guns, the largeft in the 
fleet, ftruck on the Galloper fands, and could receive no 
affiftance from his friends, who were haftening to join 
the reinforcement. He could not even reap the confola- 
tion of perifhing with honour, and revenging his death 
on his enemies. They were preparing firefhips to attack 
him, and he was obliged to ftrike. The Englifh failors, 
feeing the neceflity, with the utmoft indignation furren- 
dered themfelves prifoners. 

ALBEMARLE and prince Rupert were now determined 
to face the enemy ; and next morning, the battle began 
afrefh, with more equal.force than ever, and with equal 
valour. After long cannonading, the fleets came to a 
clofe combat ; which was continued with great violence, — 
till parted by a mift. The Englith retired firft into their 
harbours, 

THoucH the Englith, by their obftinate courage, 
reaped the chief honour in this engagement, it is fome- 
what uncertain, who obtained the victory. The Hol- 
Janders took a few fhips; and having fome appearances of 
advantage, expreffed their fatisfa@ion by all the figns of 
triumph and rejoicing. But as the Englifh fleet was re- 
paired in a little time, and put to fea more formidable 
than ever, together with many of thofe fhips, which the 
Dutch had boafted to have burned or deftroyed ; all Eu- 
rope faw, that thofe two brave nations were engaged in 
a conteft, which was not likely, on either fide, to prove 

decifive, 

It was the conjun¢tion alone of the F rench, that could 
give a decifive fuperiority to the Dutch. Tn order to fa- 
cilitate this conjun@tion, de Ruyter, having repaired his 
fleet, pofted himfelf at the mouth of the Thames. ‘The 
¥Englith, under prince Rupert and Albemarle, were not 

long 
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long in coming to the attack. The numbers of each fleet 
amounted to about eighty fail; and the valour and expe- 
perience of the commanders, as well as of the feamen, 
rendered the engagement fierce and obftinate. Sir Tho- 
mas Allen, who commanded the white fquadron of the 
Englifh, attacked the Dutch van, which he entirely 
routed; and he killed the three admirals who commanded 
it. Van Tromp engaged Sir Jeremy Smith; and during 
the heat of aétion, he was feparated from de Ruyter and 
the main body, whether by accident or defign was never 
certainly known. De Ruyter, with condué& and valour, 
maintained the combat againft the main body of the Eng- 
lifh ; and though overpowered by numbers, kept his 
ftation, till night ended the engagement. Next day, 
finding the Dutch fleet fcattered and difcouraged, his 
high fpirit fubmitted to a retreat, which yet he conduéted 
with fuch fkill, as to render it equally honourable to him- 
felf as the greateft viCtory. Full of indignation however 
for yielding the fuperiority to the enemy, he frequently 
exclaimed, “* My God! what a wretch am I? among fo 
*¢ many thoufand bullets, is there not one to put an end 
* to my miferable life?” One de Witte, his fon-in- 
law, who ftood near, exhorted him, fince he fought 
death, to turn upon the Englifh, and render his life a 
dear purchafe to the victors, But de Ruyter efteemed it 
more worthy a brave man to perfevere to the uttermoft, 
and, as long as poffible, to render fervice to his country. 
All that night and next day, the Englifh prefled upon the 
rear of the Dutch; and it was chiefly by the redoubled 
efforts of de Ruyter, that the latter faved themfelves in 
their harbours. 

Tue lofs, fuftained by the Hollanders in this action, 
was not very confiderable ; but as violent animofities had 
broken out between the two admirals, who engaged all 
the officers on one fide er other, the contkernatien, which 

took 
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took Ale was great among the provinces. ‘ons 

commiffion was at laft taken from him ; but though feveral 
captains had mifbehaved, they were fo effectually pro- 
tected by their friends in the magiftracy of the towns, 
that. moft of them efcaped punifhment, many were fill 


‘ continued in their commands, 


Tue Englith now rode inconteftible mafters of the fea, 
and infulted the Dutch in their harbours. A detachment 
under Holmes was fent into the road of Vlie, and burned 
a hundred and forty merchantmen, two men of war, toge- 
ther with Brandaris, a large and rich | village on the coatt, 
‘The Dutch merchants, who loft by this enterprize, unit 
ing themfelves to the Orange faction, exclaimed againft 
an adminiftration, which, they pretended, had broughe 
‘uch difgrace and ruin on their country, None but the 
firm and intrepid mind of de Wit could have fupported 
itfelf under fuch a complication of calamities. 

Tue king of France, apprehenfive that the Dutch. 
would fink under their misfortunes; at leaft, that de 
Wit, his friend, might be difpoffefled of the adminiftra- 
tion, haftened the advance of the duke of Beaufort, The 
Dutch fleet likewife was again equipped; and under. the 
command of de Ruyter, crite near the ftraits of Dover, 
Prince Rupert. with the Englith navy, now ftronger than 
ever, came full. {fail upon them... The Dutch admiral 
thought proper to decline the combat, and retired into 
St. John’s road near Bulloigne. Here he fheltered him- 
felf, both from the Englifh, and. from a furious ftorm, 
whicharofe. Prince Rupert too was obliged to retire into 
St. Helens; where he flayed fome time, in order to res 


’ pair the damages, which he had fuftained, Mean while 


the duke of Beaufort proceeded. up the channel, and 
pafled the Englith fleet unperceived ;. but he’ did: not find 
the Dutch, as he expected. De Ruyter had been: feized 
with a fever ; Many of the chief officers had fallen into 
: ficknefs ; 


CHARLES It sty 


: 3 7 


ficknefs : A contagious diftemper was f{pread through the C B.A,P. 
fleet: Aid the States thought it neceflary to recal! them om 
. into their harbours, before the enemy fhould be refitted. 1666. 
f. The French king, anxious for his navy, which, with fo 
much care and induftry, he had lately built, difpatched 
orders to Beaufort, to make the beft of his way to Breit, 
That admiral had again the good fortune to pafs the 
Englifh. One fhip alone, the Ruby, fell into the hands 
of the enemy. 
WHILE the war continued without any decifive fuccefs 34 Sept. 
E on either fide, a calamity happened in London, which ee 
} threw the ae into great confternation. Fire, break- 
ing out ih a baker’s ‘houfe near the bridge, {pread itfelf 
F on all fides with fuch rapidity, that no efforts could 
extinguifh it, till it laid in afhes a confiderable part of 
the’city. The inhabitants, without being able to-do any 
thing effectual for their relief, were reduced to be fpec- 
tators of their own ruin; “and were purfued from ftreet 
to ftreet by the flames, which ‘unexpectedly gathered 
round them. Three’days and nights did the fire advance; 
: and it was only by the blowing up ‘of houfes, that it was 
at laft extinguifhed. The king“ and ‘duke ufed their 
utmoft endeavours to ftop the progrefs of the flames ; 
but all their induftry. was unfuccefsful. About four 
hundred ftreets, and thirteen thoufand houfes were ré+ 
“duced to afhes. 
} Tue caufes ‘of this ‘calamity were ‘evident. The 
; narrow ftreets of London, the houfes built intirely of 
wood, the dry feafon, and a violent eaft wind which 
blew ; thefe ‘were ‘fo many conctirring citcumftances, 
‘which’ rendered it eafy to affign the reafon-of the deftruc- 
tion that enfued. © But the people were not fatisfied with 
this obvious account. ‘Prompted ‘by blind rage, fome 
afcribed the guilt to the republicans, others to the catho- 
lies 5, 
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Cc z A P. lics;_ though it is not eafy to conceive how the burning 
w—+—~ of London could ferve the purpofes of either party. As 


the papifts were the chief objects of public deteftation, 
the rumour, which threw the guilt on them, was more 
favourably received by the people. No proof however, 
or even prefumption, after the ftrifteft enquiry by a com- 
mittee of parliament, ever appeared to authorize fuch a 
calumny ; yet in order to give countenance to the popular 
prejudice, the infcription, engraved by authority on the 
monument, afcribed this calamity to that hated fect. 
This claufe was erazed by order of king James, when he 
came to the throne; but after the revolution it was re- 
placed. So credulous, as well as obftinate, are the 
people, in believing every thing, which Aatters their 
prevailing paffion ! ; 

‘Tue fire of London, though at that time a great 
calamity, has proved in the’ iflue beneficial both to the 
city and the kingdom. The city was rebuilt in a very 
little time ; and care was taken to make the ftreets wider 
wand more regular than before. A’ difcretionary power 
was aflumed by the king to regulate the diftribution of 
the buildings, and to forbid the ufe of lath and timber, 
the materials, of which the houfes were formerly com- 
pofed. The neceflity was fo urgent, and the occafion fo 
extraordinary, that no exceptions. were taken at an exercife 
of authority, which otherwife might have been deemed 
illegal. Had the king been enabled to carry his power 
ftill farther, and made the houfes be rebuilt with perfect 
regularity, and entirely upon one plan; he had much 
contributed to the conyenience, as well as embellifhment 
of the city. Great advantages, however, have refulted 
from the alterations; though not carried to the full 
length. London became much more healthy after the 
Axe, The plague, which ufed to break out with great 
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fury twice or thtice every century, arid indeed was always © 1 A Ps 


lurking in fome corner or other of the city, has fcarcely 
ever peared fince that calamity. 


Tue parliament met foon after, and gave the fanction 
of law to thofe regulations made by royal authotity ; as 
well as appointed commifioners for deci iding all fuch 
queftions of property, as might atife from the fite, 
They likewife voted a fupply of 1,800,000 pounds to be 
levied, partly by a poll-bill, partly by affefiments, 
Though their enquiry brought out fo proofs, which 
could fix on the papifts the buming of London, the 
general averfion againft that fe& ftill prevailed; and 
complaints were made, probably without much founs 
dation, of its dangerous encreafe, Charles, at the defire 
of the commons, iffued a proclamation for the banifhi 
ment of all priefts and jefuits; but the bad execution of 
this, as well as of former edi€ts, deftroyed all confidence 
in his fincerity, whenever he pretended an averfion 
towards the catholic religion, Whether fufpicions of 


this nature had diminifhed the king’s popularity, is un- - 


‘certain; but it appears, that the fupply was voted much 
later than Charles expected, or even than the public 
neceffities feemed to require. ‘The intrigues of the duke 
of Buckinghatn, a man who watited only ftcadinefs to 
tender him extremely dangeroys, had fomewhat embar- 
raffled the meafures of the court: And this was the firft 
time that the king found any confiderable reafon to 
complain of a failure of confidence in this houfe of 
commons. The rifiny fymptoms of ill humour tended, 
ho doubt, to quicken the fteps, which were already 
making towards a peace with foreign enemies. 
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Cirar es began to be fenfible, that all the ends, for Advances 


which the war had been undertaken, wete likely to prove 
entirely ineffe€tual, The Dutch, even when alone, had 
Geferrded themfelves with vigor, and were eyety day 


Vor, Vil, Ee improving... 


towards 
peace, 


ee ee 


a aft 


op 
: 
{ ‘ 
4 
: 
Be 
f 
: it 
0 
ti 


418 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


¢ H_A P. improving in their military {kill and prepatations. Though 


LXIV. 


£ 


i. -~—w their trade had fuffered extremely, their extenfive credit 


1667. 


, enabled them to levy great fums; and while the feamen 


of England loudly complained for want of pay, the 
Dutch navy was regularly fupplied with-money and every 
thing requifite for its fubfiftence. As two powerful 
kings now fupported them, every place, from the extre- 
mity of Norway to the coafts of Bayonne, was become 
hoftile to the Englifh. And Charles,) neither fond of 
action, nor ftimulated by any violent ambition, earneftly 
fought for means of reftoring tranquillity to his’ people, 
difgufted with a war, which, being joined with the 
plague and fire, had proved fo fruitlefs and deftructive. 
Tue firft advances towards an accommodation were 
made by England. . When the king fent for the body‘of 
Sir William Berkeley, he infinuated to the States his 
defire of peace on reafonable terms; and their anfwer 
correfponded in the fame amicable intentions. . Charles, 
however, to maintain the appearance of fuperiority, fill 
infifted, that the States fhould treat at London; and 
they agreed to make him this compliment fo far as con- 
cerned themfelves: But being engaged in alliance -with 
two crowned heads, they could not, they faid, prevail 
with thefe to depart in that refpect from their dignity. 
On a fudden, the king went fo far on the other fide as to 
offer the fending of ambafladors to the Hague; but this 
propofal, which feemed honourable to the Dutch, was 
meant only to divide and diftract them, by. affording the 
Enelith an opportunity to carry on cabals with the dif- 
‘affeGted party. ‘The offer was therefore rejeCled ; and 
conferences were fecretly held in the queen-mother’s 
apartments at Paris, where the pretenfions of both parties 
were difcuffed. ‘he Dutch made equitable propofals ; 
either that all things fhould be reftored to the fame ¢on- 
dition in which they food before the war; ‘or that both 
. partiés 
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parties fhould continucin poflefficn of their prefent ac- € HA'R 
quifitions, «Charles. accepted: ithe’ latter pfopofal’; ‘and es 
almoft everything was adjufteds except the difputes with “1657. 
regard fo. the vifle.of Polerdnés..<Thiscifland liés in’ the 

Faft Indies,‘and was formerly waluable:for its produce of 

) fpices. ‘The: Englifh had Keen mafters: of it; * but were 

.  Gifpoffeffed at the time wher thé violences had been ‘com- 

| mitted againft them at Amboyna’ Cromwel* had ftipu- 

lated to, have! it reftored ;*:and the Frollanders, having 


ee 


! firft entirely deftroyed ail the fpice: trees, maintained, 

, that they had executed the treaty, but that the Englifh 

had been anew expelled during the courfe of the war. 

Charles renewed his pretenfions to this ifland ; and asthe 

xeafons on both fides began to multiply, and feemed to 

require a long difcuffion, it was agreed to transfer the 

treaty to fome other place; and CHarles madechoice of Breda, 

Lorn: Hottis and Henry. Coventry were the Englifh 

ambafladors. ‘They immediately defired, that a f ufpenfion 

of arms fhould be agreed to, till the feveral claims could 

be adjufted: But this propofal; feemingly fo natural, 

was rejected by the credit of de Wit.. "That penetrating 

and active minifter, thoroughly acquainted with the 

characters of princes and the fituation of affairs, had 

difcovered. an Opportunity of ftriking a blow, which 

might at once reftore to the Dutch the honour loft during 

the war, and feverely revenge thofe injuries, which he 

afcribed to the wanton ambition and injuftice: of the 
Englith, 

WHATEVER projects might have been formed by 

y granted him ‘by parlia- 

ment, he had hitherto’ failed in his intention, The 


Charles for fecreting the mon 


expences of fuch. vaft armaments had exhaufted all-the 
fupplies®; and even a preat debt was Contra@ed to the 
feamen. 


:® The Dutch had {pent on the war near 40 millions of feres a year, above 
three millions ferlings A much greater fum than had beed granted by the 
Ee2 English 
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CHAP. feamen, The king therefore was refolved to fave, as fat 
wn~—w 45 poflible, the lat fupply of 1,800,000 pounds; and 


67. 


to employ it for payment of his debts, as well thofe 
which had been oceafioned by the war, as thofe which 
either neceffity, or pleafurey or generofity had formerly — 
engaged him to contraét. He obferved, that the Dutch 
had been with great reluctance forced into the war, and 
that the events of it were not fuch as to infpire them 
with. great defire of its continuance. ‘The French, he 
knew, had. been engaged into hoftilities by no other 
motive than that of fupporting their allies; and were 
now more defirous than ever of putting an end to the 
quarrel. The differences between the parties were fo 
inconfiderable, that the conclufion of peace appeared 
infallible; and nothing but forms, at leaft fome vaim 
points of honour, feemed to remain for the ambafladors 
at Breda to difcufs. Im this fituation, Charles, allured 
by the profpeét of gain, rafhly remitted his preparations, 
and expofed England to one of the greateft affronts, 
which it has ever received. “I'wo {mall fquadrons alone 
were equipped; and during a war with fuch potent and 
martial enemies, every thing was left almoft in the fame 
fituation as in times of the moft profound tranquillity. 
De Wir protracted the negotiations at Breda, and 
haftened the naval preparations. ‘The Dutch fleet ap- 
peared in the Thames under the command of de Ruyter, 
and threw the Enelifh into the utmoft confternation. A 
chain had been drawn acrofs the river Medway; fome 
fortifications had been added to Sheernefs and Upnore 
caftle:.. But all thefe preparations were unequal to the 
prefent neceffity, Sheernefs was foon taken; nor could 
it be faved by the valour of Sir Edward Sprague, whe 
Englith parliament. D'Efirades, 24th of December, 1665 ; 1f of January, 
3666. Temple, vol. i. p. 71, It was probably the want of money which 
engaged the king to pay the feamen with tickets;° a ‘contrivance which 
proved fo much to their lofs, 
defended 
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_ Mefended it. Having the advantage of a fpring tide, and 


an eafterly wind, the Dutch prefled on, and broke the 
chain, though fortified by fome fhips, which had been 
there funk by order of the duke of Albemarle. They 
burned the ‘three fhips, which lay to guard the chain, 
the Matthias; the Unity, and the Charles the fifth. 
After damaging feveral veffels, and pofleffing themfelves 
of the hull of the Royal Charles, which the Enplith had 
burned, they advanced with fix men of war, and five fire- 
fhips, *as far’as Upnore caftle, where they burned the 
Royal Oak, the Loyal London, and the Great James, 
Captain Douglas, who commanded on board the Royal 
Oak, perifhed in the Hames, though he had an eafy op- 
portunity of efcaping. ** Never was it knowa,” he faid, 
“that a Douglas had left his poft- without orders *.” 
The Hollanders fell down the Medway without receiving 
any confiderable damage; and it was apprehended, that 
they might next tide fail up the’ Thames, and extend 
their hoftilities even to the bridge of London. ‘Nine fhips 
were funk at Woolwich, four at Blackwall: Platforms 
were raifed in many places, furnifhed with artillery: The 
train bands were called out; and every place was in a 
violent agitation. The Dutch failed next to Portfmouth, 
where they made a fruitlefs attempt : They met with no 
better fuccefs at Plymouth: They infulted Harwich: 
They failed: again up the Thames as far as Tilbury, 
where they were: repulfed. The whole coaft was in 
alarm; and had the French thought proper at this time 
to join the Dutch fleet, and to invade England; -confe- 
quences the moft fatal might juftly have been apprehended, 
But Lewis had no intention ‘to puth the vi@ory to fuch 
‘extremities. His intereft required, that a balance fhould 
be kept between the two maritime powers; not that an 
yacontrouled fuperiority fhould be given to cither. 
P Temple, vol. ii. p, 41.~ 
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GreEArT indignation prevailed amongft the Englith, t6 
fee. an enemy, whom. they regarded as _inferier,- whom 
they; had expected totally, to fubdue, ‘and’over whom they, 
had gained. many honourable. advantages, now of a fud= 
den ride undifputed mafters of the ocean, burn: their. thips, 
in their very harbours, fill. every place: with; confufiony 
and ftrike a terror into the capital itfelf., But though the, 
caufe of all thefe difafters could ,be afcribed neither to bad, 
fortune; to the mifconduct. of .admirals,. nor to the .mif- 
behaviour, of feamen, but folely to, the avarice, ; at leaft to 
the. ingproyidence, of the government ; no. dangerons 
fy, mptoms of difcontent appeared, and no attempt for. am 
infurrection was made. by any of thofe numerous fectaries 
who had been fo openly branded for their rebellious prin- 
ciples, and, wha upon that fuppofition had been treated 
with fuch feverity 3. At 


4 Ola 


In the prefent diftrefs,. two. expedients were embraced: 


An army_of 12,000 men was fuddenly levied; and the 


yoth July. 
Peace of 
Breda. 


parliament, though it;Jay. under prorogation,: waséfums 
moned. to meet, The; houfes were..very thin; and the 
only Votes which the. fommons paffed,.was an addrefg 
for. breaking the army, ; which was complied with. This 
expreffion ae jealousy fhewed, the. court what: they»might 
expect, from. that aflembly, ; 3,.and it was. thought moft eee! 
dent tg prorogue them. till next winter, 


Bortthe figning: of the’ treaty at Breda. extricated ene 
king from his pfefent difficulties! PheEnglith ambaflay 
dors received orders:to,recéde from thofe demands, which, 
however friyolotis in themfelves, could siet:how be ralinic 
quifhed,., without’ acknowledging-4. fuperiority in “thé 
enemys Polerone:remained withthe Dutch; fatisfaQion 


bestynsy $host: 2 : EP ae | 
mini tone rie Sr However. both j in Scotland and England; -had. kept 
acorre fpondence with the States," and hh ad entertained projects. for infurreca 
tions, but they wereitoo weak évento "attempt theexccation tf the” “PR 
firades, 13th of O&tober, 1665. 
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forthe fips, Bonaventure and Goodhope, the pretended C HA Pe! 
préunds of thé qudrrel, ‘was’no'longer infifted on ; Aca- eats ; 
die was yielded.to the French. The acquifition of New-. 1667. 
¥ork, 2 fettlement fo important by its fituation, was the 
chief advantaze»which: the Englifh reaped from a war, in 
which: the\national character>of bravery had fhene out 
with luftre; but where the mifconduét of the governments; 
efpeciallytin the conclufion, had been no lefs apparent. 
~"To-appeafé the people by fome facrifice-feemed réequi=Tlarendon's 

fite before the meeting of parliament ;' and the prejudices ee 

- of*the nation pointed out the victim. “’The chancellor 

| was at this’ time much €xpofed‘to ‘the hatred of the pub- 

licj and of ‘every party, which divided the nationy AM: 

the Aumerous feétafies reparded ‘him’as their determined 

ehemysand:aferibed to his advice ‘and influence, thofe 

perfecuting laws, to which they had lately been expofed. 

‘The catholics knew, that while he retained any-authority, 

all their credit with the king and the duke would be efi- 

tirely ufelefs to them, nor muft they ever expect any 

favour or indulgence. Even the-royalifts, difappointed 

in their fanguine hopes of preferment,, threw a great load 

of envy on Clarendon, into whofe hands.the king feemed 

| at firft to have refigned the whole power of government. 
The fale of Dunkirk, the bad payment:of the feamen, 
the difgrace at Chatham, the unfuccefsful conclufion of 
the war ; all thefe misfortunes were charged on the chan- 
cellor, who, though he had ever oppofed the rupture 

| with Holland, thought it ftill his duty to juftify what he 

eould> not prevent. A building, likewife, of more ex- 

pence and magnificence than his flender fortune could 

afford, being unwarily undertaken by him, much expofed 

him:to public reproach, as if he. had-acquired great riches 

by: corruption,..! The populace gave it commonly.the ap= 

pellation,of Dunkirk Houfe. 
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Tue king himfelf, who had always more revered thant 


t—-— loved:the chanceilor, was now totally eftranged from him, 


16674 


Amidft the diffolute. mapners' of the court, that minifter 
fill maintained an inflexible dignity, and would not fub- 
mit to any condefcenfions, which he deemed unworthy of: 
his age and Character. “Buckingham, a man of profligate 
morals, happy in his talent for ridicule, but expofed in 
his own conduct to all the ridicule, which he threw on 


others, ftill made him the object of his raillery, and. gra- 


dually leflened in the king that regard, which he bore to 
his minifter. When any difficulties arofe, either. for 
want of power or money, the blame was. ftill thrown on 
him, who, it was believed, had carefully at the reftora- 
tion checked all lavith conceflions to the king. And 
what -perhaps touched Charles more nearly, he found in 
Clarendon, it is faid, obftacles-to his pleafures as well'as 
to his ambition. 

-Tue king, difgufted with the homely  perfon of his 
confort, and defirous of having children, ‘had hearkened 
to propofals of obtaining’a divorce, on pretence either of 
her being pre-engaged ‘to another, or of having made a 
vow of chaftity before: her marriage... He was farther fti- 
mulated: by his» paffion for Mrs. Stuart, daughter of a 
Scotch gentlemam;.a lady of great beauty, and whofe 
virtue*he had hitherto»found. impregnable : But Claren< 
don,’ apprehenfive.of the confequences attending a dif- 
puted title, and perhaps anxious for the fuccefiion of: his 
grandchildren, engaged the duke: of Richmond to marry 
Mrs: Stuart,.and-thereby. put an end tothe king’s hopes, 
Tt isopretended, :that Charles: never forgave this —_ 
paintment. 

*Wuewn politics; therefore, and inclination both cone 
cufred to make the ‘king facrifice Clarendon to popular 
prejudices, the memory of his -palt fervices was: not» able: 


any 
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any longer to delay hisfall. ,The great feal was taken © H A Ps 
3 : ° A LXIV. 

from. him, and given to Sir Orlando Bridgeman, under Uy 
the title of Lord Keeper. Southamptonthe treafurer was 1667. © 
now dead, who had perfevered to the utmoft in his attach- 
ments to the chancellor. The laft time he appeared at 
the council table, he exerted his friendfhip with a vigour, 
which neither age nor infirmities could abate, ‘* This 
* man,” faid he, {peaking of Ciarendon, ‘* is a true 
“ proteftant, and an honeft Englifhman ; and while he 
* enjoys power, we are fecure of our laws, liberties, and 
religion, I dread the confequences of his removal.” 

Bur the fall of the chancellor was not fufficient to 

gratify the malice of his enemies: His total ruin was re= 
folyed on. ‘The duke of York in vain exerted his intereft 

in behalf of his father-in-law. Both prince and people 
united in promoting that violent meafure ; and no means 
were thought fo proper for ingratiating the court with a 
parliament, which had fo long been governed by that very 
minifter, who was now to be the victim of their preju- 
dices, 

_ Some popular acts paved the way for the feffion; and 

the parliament, in their firft addrefs, gave the king thanks 

for thefe inftances of his goodnefs, and among the reft, 

they took care to mention his difmiffion of Clarendon. 

The king, in reply, affured the houfes, that he would, 

never again employ that nobleman in any public office 
whatfoever. Immediately, the charge againft him was 
opened in the houfe of commons by Mr. Seymour, after- 
wards Sir Edward, and confifted of feventeen articles. 
‘The houfe, without. examining particulars, farther than 
hearing general affirmations, that all would be proved, 
jmmediately voted his impeachment. Many of the arti- 
cles ' we know to be either falfe or frivolous ; and fuch of 
them, as we are lefs acquainted with, we may fairly pre~ 


¥ See note [M] at the end of the volume, 
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Hig advifine the fale of 


tae Dunkirk, feems the ReavielP and trneft part of the charge’; ; 


1667, 


but’a miftake 
there’ appears no fymptoms of corruption or bad inten- 


tions, it would be véry hard*to impute’as a crime to dny* 


minifter. The king’s’ neceffiti¢s, “which occafioned that 
tmheafure, cannot'with any appearance of reafon be charged’ 

on €larendon ; ; and chiefly proceeded from the over=frugal 
maxims of the parlidinent itfelf, in not prahang the po 


per fupplies to thé Grown, **8°>*.> 


WH3EN the impeac chment was Ca up’ to the’-peers, 
as if contained an accyfation of treafon'in ‘general, ‘with- 
out {pecifying any particulars, it. feemed not 2 fufficient 
ground for committing Clarendon to cuftody., ts ‘he pre=" 
eedents of Strafford and Laud were not, by reafon of the 
violence of the times, deemed’a proper 2uthority 5 “but“as” 
the commons ftill infifted* upon’ his ‘commitment, it was" 
neceflary to appoint a free conference Between the houfes, 
The lords perfevered’ in theit réfoltttion ; and’ the com= 
mons voted this conduc& to be an obfiruction to public” 
jiiftice, a ‘and 4 pfecedent of evil aiid datigerous confequence. 
They alfo'chofe a comihittee to’ draw = a vindication of 


ae 


their own proceedings. j 
“CLARENDON, finding re the poptlar torrent, united 
to the violéhce of" ‘power, ' ran‘ with: impetuofity againi 
him, ‘and that a defélnée; ‘offeréd to fuch prejudiced ears," 
would be entirely “ineffectual, thought proper to with=" 
draw. At Calais, he wrote a paper ‘addrefled to the houfe” 
of lords. “He theré faid, that his fortune, which was ‘but’ 
nidderate, had«been ee entirely By the lawful, avowed 
profits of ‘his office, and by the voluntary bounty of ‘thet 


king that during the firft years after the reftoration’he! 


had always concurred in opinion with the other councel> 
Jors;: men of fuch reputation that no one could entertain*® 
fufpicions of their.wifdem or integrity ; that his credit 
foon 


é in judgement, allowing it to be fuch, ‘ing? 


a 
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foon declined,' and however /he'might*difapprove of fomé'C HA Ps 
meafures} he found it-vain tovoppofe them’; that his re- CAAWy 
pugnance to the Dutch-war, the fourceof’all the public 1667- 
grievances; was always generally’ known, ‘as well as his 
 difapptobation of many-unhappy iteps taken in conduct- 
) ‘ing, it ;cahd that whatever pretence might be made of 
public offences, his real crime, that which had exafpe- 
rated his: powerful enemies, was his frequent oppofition to 
exorbitant grants, whieh the importunity of -fuitors had 
\  extorted from his majefty. 


Turlords tranfmittéd this paper'to the commons under 
the appellation of -adibel ; and by a vote of -both houfes, 
it was condemned to be burned by the hands of the hang- 
man. ‘The parliament next proceeded to exert ‘their legif- 
lative power againft Clarendon, and paffed ‘a bill Of ba= Clarendon’s 
nifhment.and incapacity, which received'the royal affent. ape 
He retired into France, where he lived in‘a private man- 
ner» | He furvived his banifhment fix: years ;-and he em-’ 
ployed his leifure chiefly in reducing into order the Hiftory 
of the Civil Wars, for, which he had before colle&ted ma- 
terials. The performance does ‘honour'to his memory ; 
and, except Whitlocke’s Memorials, is the moft candid 
acount*of thofe times, compofed by any cotemporary 
authory, 

‘oCLARENDON’ was’ always a friend to the liberty and 
conititution of his country. At the commencement of. 
the civilowars,"he had entered into the late king’s fervice, 
and was honoured ‘with a great fhare in the efteem and 
friendfhip of that monarch ; He was purfued with unre- 
lenting-animofity by the Long Patliament: He had fhared 
all the fortunes and direéted all the counfels of the pre- 
fent. king: during his exile: He had been advanced to the- 
higheft truft and offices after the reftoration: Yet all thefe 
circumftances, which might: naturally operate with fuch’ 
force; either on refentment, gratitude; or ambition, had’ 

ne 
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no. influence.on his uncorrupted mind. - It is faid, that 


\yv~™ when he firft engaged in the ftudy of the law, his father 
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State of 
France, 


exhorted him with great earneftnefs:to fhun the practice 
too common. in that profeftion, of ftraining every point in 
favour of prerogative, and perverting fo ufeful a fcience 
to the oppreffion of liberty: And in the midf of thefe 
rational and virtuous counfels, which he re-iterated, he 
was fuddenly feized with an apoplexy, and expired in his. 
fon’s prefence,, This circumftance gave additional weight 
tg the principles, which he inculeated, 

THE. combination of king and fubje to opprefs fo 
good a minifter, affords, to men of oppofite difpofitions, 
an equal occafion of inveighing againft the ingratitude of 
princes, or.ignorance of the people. Charles feems never 
to have mitigated his refentment againft Clarendon ; and 
the national prejudices purfued him to his retreat in 
France... A company of Englifh foldiers, being quarter- 
ed near him, aflaulted his houfe, broke open the doors, 
gave him a dangerous wound on the head, and would 
have proceeded to the laft extremity, had not their officers, 
hearing of the violence, happily interpofed. 


THE next expedient, which the king embraced, in 
order to acquire popularity, is more deferving of praife ; 
and, had it been fteadily purfued; would probably have 
rendered his reign happy, certainly his memory refpected. 
It is the Triple Alliance of which, I {peak ; a -meafure, 
which gave entire fatisfaCtion to the public, Fie 

Tue, glory of France, which had long been eclipfed, 
either by domeftic faétions, or by. the fuperior force of 
the Spanifh monarchy, began. now to break out with 
great luftre, and to engage the attention of the neighbour- 
ing nations, ‘The independent power and mutinous {pirit 
of the nobility were fubdued: The popular pretenfions of 
the parliament reftrained : The Hugonot party reduced to ° 

fubjection : 
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fubjetion: That extenfive and fertile country, enjoying ¢ RAS. P, 
every advantage both of climate and fituation, was fully , 4 
peopled with ingenious and induftrious inhabitants: And 266% 
while the fpirit of the nation difcovered all the vigour 
and bravery requifite for great enterprizes, it was tamed 
to an entire fubmiffion under the will of the fovereign. 

Tue fovereign, who now filled the throne, was well Charafer of 
adapted, by his perfonal charaéter, both to increafe and b¢w* *!¥e 


* to avail himfelf of thefe advantages. Lewis XIV. en- 


dowed with every quality, which could enchant the peo- 
ple, poflefled many which merit the approbation of the 
wife. The mafculine beauty of his perfon was embel- 
lifhed with a noble air: The dignity of his behaviour 
was tempered with affability and politenefs : Elegant 
without effeminacy, addicted to pleafure without negleGt- 
ing bufinefs, decent in his very vices, and beloved in the 
midft of arbitrary power; he furpafied all cotemporary 
monarchs, as in grandeur, fo likewife in fame and glory. 
His ambition, regulated by prudence, not by juftice, 
had carefully provided every means of conqueft; and be+ 
fore he put himfelf in motion, he feemed to have abfo» 
lutely enfured fuccefs. His finances were brought into 
order: A naval power created: His armies encreafed and 
difciplined: Magazines and military ftores provided: 
And though the magnificence of his court was fupported 
beyond all former example, fo regular was the ceconomy 
obferved, and fo willingly did the people, now enriched 
by arts and commerce, fubmit to multiplied taxes, that 
his military force much exceeded what in any preceding 

age had ever been employed by any European monarch. 
Tri fudden decline and almoft total fall of the Spanifh 
monarchy opened an inviting field to fo enterprifing 
prince, and feemed to promife him an eafy and univerfal 
conqueft. The other nations of Europe, feeble or ill~ 
governed, were aftonifhed at the greatnefs of his rifing 
7 empire ; 
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g —— Sthe: only power, whichcould fave them: from that 
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fubjection, with which ee feemed to be fo nearly threa= 
tened. 
THe animofity, which had anciently fubfifted betiteetl 
the Englifh and French nations, and which had been 
fufpended for above a century by the jealoufy of Spa- 
nith greatnefs, began to reviye and to exert itfelf. . The 
glory of preferving the balance of Europe, a glory fe 
much founded on juftice and humanity, flattered the am- 
bition of England; and the people were eaget to provide 
for their own future fecurity, by oppofing the progrefs of 
fo hated a rival. The profpect of embracing: fuch meat 
fures had contributed, among other reafons, to. render the 
peace of Breda fo univerfally acceptable to the: nation, 
By the death of Philip IV. king of Spain, am inviting 
opportunity, and fome very flender pretences, had been 
afforded to cali forth the ambition of Lewis, 


AT the treaty of the Pyrenees, when Lewis efpoufed 
the Spanifh princefs, he had renounced every title of fuce 
ceffion to every part of the Spanifh monarchy ;. and this 
renunciation had been couched in the moft accurate and 
mott precife. terms, which'Janguage could afford. But 
on the death of his father-in-law, he retraSted his-renun- 
ciation, and pretended, that natural rights, ¢ depending on 
blood and fucceffion, could not be annihilated by any 
extorted deed or contract. Philip had left a fon, Charles 
TI.. of Spain; but as the queen of France was of a fore 
mer marriage, fhe laid claim to a confiderable province of 
the Spanifh monarchy, even to the exclufion of her bro- 
ther. By the cuftoms of fome parts of Brabant, a female 
of a firft marriage was preferred to a male of a {econd, in 
the fucceffion. to private inheritances; and Lewis thence 


inferred, that his queen had acquired a right to the domi- 


nioy of that important dutchy, 
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A ciArm of this nature was more properly. fupported 
by military force than by argument and reafoning.: Lewis 
appeared. on the frontiers.of the Netherlands with an ar- 
iny of. 40,000 men,/ commanded by the beft generals of 
the age, :and provided: with every thing -neceflary for ac- 
tion.) ‘The Spaniards; though they might have forefeen 
this. meafure, -were: totally unprepared. Their towns, 
without magazines, fortifications, or garrifons, fell into 

= 


as 


the hands°of the,French king, as foon as he prefented 
himfelf before'them. Athe, Lifle, Tournay, Oudenarde, 
Courtray,Charleroi,, Binche were immediately taken: 
And it was vifible, that no force inthe Low Countries 
was able to ftop.or retard the’ progrefs of the French 
arms. 

‘TH1s meafure, executed with fuch celerity and fue+ 
cefs, gave great alarm to almoft every court in Europe. 
It had.been obferved with what dignity, or even haugh- 
tinefs, Lewis, from the time he began to govern, had 
ever fupported all his rights and pretenfions. D’Eftrades, 
the French ambaflador, and Watteville, the Spanifh, 
having quarrelled in London, on account of their claims 
for precedency, the French monarch was not fatisfied, 
till Spain fent to Paris a folemn embafly, and promifed 
never more to revive fuch contefts. Crequi, his ambaf- 
fador at Rome, had met with an affront from the pope’s 
guards; The pope, Alexander VII. had been conftrained 
to break his guards, to fend his nephew to afk pardon, 
and to allow a pillar to be ereéted in Rome itfelf, as 4 
monument of his own humiliation, ‘The king of Eng- 
land too had experienced the high fpirit and unfubmitting 
temper of Lewis. A pretenfion to fuperiority in the Eng- 
jith flag having been advanced, the French monarch re- 
monftrated with fuch vigour, and prepared himfelf to 
refift with fuch courage, that Charles found it mofe pri 
dent to defift feom his vaig and antiquated claims. ‘The 

king 


433 


CHAR 
LXIV. 
Se | 
1663. 
French in- 
vafion of the 
Low Cour- 


tries, 


432 
CHAP, 
LXIV, 


1668, 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


king of England, faid Lewis to his ambaffador D’Eftrades, 
may know my force, but he knows not the fentiments of 
my heart: Every thing appears to me contemptible in 
comparifon of glory *. ‘Thefe meafures of conduét had 
given ftrong indications of his charatter : But the inva~ 
fion of Flanders difcovered an ambition, which, being 
fupported by fuch overgrown power, menaced the general 
liberties of Europe. 

As no ftate lay nearer the danger, none was feized with 
more terror than the United Provinces. They were ftill 


engaged, together with France, in a war againft Engs 


Jand ; and Lewis had promifed them, that he would take 
no fep againft Spain without previoufly informing them : 
But, contrary to this aflurance, he kept a total filence, 
till on the very point of entering upon aétion, If the rea 
nunciation, made at the treaty of the Pyrenees, was not. 
valid, it was forefeen, that, upon the death of the king 
of Spain, a fickly infant, the whole monarchy would be 
claimed by Lewis; after which it would be vainly ex 
pected to fet bounds to his pretenfions. Charles, acs 
quainted with thefe well-grounded apprchenfions of the 
Dutch, had been the more obftinate in infifting on. his 
own conditions at Breda; and by delaying to fign the 
treaty, had imprudently expofed himfelf to the fignal dif= 
grace, which he received at Chatham. De Wit, fen- 
fible, that a few weeks delay would be of no confequence 
in the Low Countries, took this opportunity of ftriking 
an important blow, and of finifhing the war with honour 
to himfelf and to his country. 

NeGoTiaTions meanwhile commenced for the faving 
of Flanders ; but no refiftance was made to the French 
arms. ‘Che Spanifh minifers exclaimed’ every where 
againft the flagrant injuftice of Lewis’s pretenfions, and 
reprefented it to be the intereft of every power in Europe, 
® asth of January, 1662, Se : 
even 
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€ven more.than of Spain itfelf,: to: prevent his conqueft of CHAP, 

. . : LXIv,. 

the Low Countries: ‘The emperor and the German —_ ; 

princes difcovered evident fymptoms of difcontent; but 1668: 

their motions were flow and backward. .The States, tho’ 

‘terrified at the’ profpect of having their frontier expofed to 

fo formidable'a foe} -faw no refource, no means of jafety, 

England indeed feemed difpofed to make oppofition tothe 

French ; but the variable and impolitic- condué& of Charles 

kept that republic from making ‘him any open advances, 

by which fhe might lofe the friendfhip of France, with= 

out acquiting any new ally. And-though Lewis, dread+ 

jmg a combination of all Europe, had offered terms of 

accommodation, the Dutch apprehended, left thefe, ci+ 

| ther from the obftinacy of the Spaniards, or the ambition 

of the French, fhould never be carried into execution. 

CuarLEs refolved with great prudence to take the fir 

ftep towards a confederacy. Sir William. Temple, his 

refident at Bruflels, received orders to. go fecretly to the 

Hague, and to concert with the States the means of fav~ 

ing the Netherlands. This man, whom philofophy had 

taught to defpife the world, without rendering him unfit 

for it, was frank, open, fincere, fuperior to the little.tricks 

of vulgar politicians : And meeting in de Wit with a man 

of the fame generous and enlarged fentiments, he imme- 

i diately opened his mafter’s intentions, and prefied.a {peedy 
conclufion..° A treaty was from the firft negotiated be- 
tween thefetwo ftatefinett with the fame cordiality, .as if 

it were a privaté-affair, tranfacted between intimate coms 

panions. Deeming the interefts of their country. the fame} 

they gave full fcope'to thatfympathy of character, which 

difpofed them to.an entire reliance.on each other’s profef- 

fions and engagements... And though jealoufy againft the 

houfe:of: Orange might infpire de Wit with 2n.averfion.to 

a ftrict union“ with England; che generoufly .refelved. to 

facrifice all_privatecconfiderations to, the public fervice. 
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TremPLe infifted on an offenfive league between Eng= 


\ue~-—w land and Holland, in order to oblige France to relinquifh. 


all her conquefts: But de Wit told him, that this mea~ 
{ure was too bold and precipitate to be agreed to by the 
States. He faid, that the French were the old and con 
ftant allies of the republic ; and till matters came to ex- 
tremity, fhe never would deem it prudent to abandon a 
friendthip fo well eftablifhed, and rely entirely ona treaty 
with England, which had lately waged fo cruel a war 
againft her: That ever fince the reign of Elizabeth, there 
had been fuch a fluctuation in the Englifh councils, that 
it was not poffible, for two years together, to take any 
fure or certain meafures with that kingdom : That though 
the prefent miniftry, having entered into views fo con- 
formable to national intereft, promifed greater firmnefs. 
and conftancy, it might {till be unfafe, ina bufinefs of 
fuch confequence, to put entire confidence in them: 
That the French. monarch was young, haughty, and 
powerful; and if treated in fo imperious a manner, would 
expofe himfelf to the greateft extremities rather than fub~ 
mit: ‘That it was fufficient, if he could be conftrained to 
adhere to the offers, which he himfelf had already made; 
and if the remaining provinces of the Low Countries could 
be thereby faved from the danger, with which they were 
at prefent threatened: And that the other powers, in 


- Germany and the north, whofe affiftance they might ex- 


pect, would be fatisfied with putting a ftop to the French 
conquefts; without pretending to recover the places al- 
ready loft. 

Tue Englith minifter was content to accept. of the 
ferms, propofed by the penfionary. Lewis had offered 
to relinquifh all the queen’s rights on condition either of 
keeping the conquefts, which he had made laft campaign, 
or of receiving, in lieu of them, Franchecomté, toge=. 


ther with Cambray, Aire, and St, Qmers. De Wit and° 


Temple 
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Temple founded their treaty upon this propofal. They CHAP 
agreed to offer their mediation to the contending powers, , cain 2 
and oblige France to adhere to this alternative, and S pain 1668, 
to accept of it. If Spain refufed, they agreed, that 
France fhould not profecute her claim by arms, but leave 

it entirely to England and Holland to employ force for 
making the terms effectual. And the remainder of the 

Low Countries they thenceforth guaranteed to Spain. A 
defenfive alliance was likewife conchided between Hol« 

land and England, R 

"Tue articles of this confederacy were foon adjufted by 

fuch candid and able negotiators: But the greateft diffi- 

culty ftill remained. By the conftitution of the republic, 

all the towns in all the provinces muft give their confent 

; to every treaty ; and befides that this formality could not 

: be difpatched in lefs than two months, it was juftly to be 
dreaded, that the influence of France would obftru& the 
pafling of the treaty in fome of the fmaller cities, D’Es 
ftrades, the French ambaflador, a man of ability, hear= 

ing of the league, which was on the carpet, treated it 
lightly ; “* Six weeks hence,” faid he, * we fhall {peak 

*'to it.” To obviate this difficulty, de Wit had the 

. Courage, for the public good, to break through the laws 

in fo fundamental an article; and by his authority, he 
prevailed with the States General at once to fign and ra- 

tify the league: ‘Though they acknowledged, that, if *3th J*™ 
that meafure fhould difpleafe their conftituents, they 
rifqued their heads by this irregularity. After fealing, 

all parties embraced with great cordiality. Temple cried 

out, 4t Breda, as friends: Here, as brothers, And de 

Wit added, that now the matter was finifhed, it looked 

like a miracle. 

Room had been left in the treaty for the acceffion of wert 
Sweden, which was foon after obtained ; and thus was 
soncluded in fiye days the triple league; an event received 
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«__~_» withftanding the unfortunate conclufion of the laft wary 
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England now appeared in her proper ftation, and, by 
this wife conduét, had) recovered. all her influence and 
eredit in Europe. Temple likewife received. greatiap= 
plaufe; but to all the compliments, made! him on that 
eccafion, he modeftly replied, that to remove things from 
their center, or proper element, required force and labour 5 
but that of themfelves, they eafily returned to it. Av 

Tue French monarch was extremely. difpleafed: with 
this meafure. “Not only bounds were at prefent fet to his 
ambition: Such. a barrier was alfo raifed as feemed for 
ever impregnable. And though his own offer was made 
the foundation of the treaty, he: had prefcribed fo fhort 
a time for the acceptance of it, that he ftill expected; 
from the delays and reluctance of Spain, to find: fome 
opportunity of eluding it. The-court of Madrid fhowed 
equal difpleafure, To relinquifh any part of the Spanifh 
provinces, in lieu of claims, fo apparently unjuft,; and 
thefe urged with fuch violence and haughtinefs, infpired 


the higheft difguft. . Often did the Spaniards threaten to 


abandon entirely the Low Countries rather than fubmit 
to fo crucl a mortification ; and they endeavoured, by this 
menace, to terrify the mediating powers into more vigors 
ous meafures for their fupport. But Temple and de Wit 
were better acquainted with the views and interefts of 
Spain. They knew, thatdhe mutt ftill retain the Low 
Countries, as a bond of connexion with the other Eu- 
ropean powers, who alone, if her young monarch fhould 
happen to die without iflue, could enfure her indepen- 
dency againft the prétenfions of France, ‘They -ftill 
urged, therefore, the terms of the triple league, and 
threatned Spain with war in cafe of refufal. The pleni-. 
potentiaries of all the powers met at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
Temple was minifter for England; Van Beuninghen for 
Hollaad ; D’Ohna fer Sweden. 
Spain 


1 
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Spain at laft, preffed on all hands, accepted of the & HAP. 
alternative offered ; but.in her yery compliance, fhe gave , UES a 
ftirong fymptoms of ill-humour and difcontent. It had 4668. 
been apparent, that the Hoilanders, entirely neglecting 
the honour of the Spanifh monarchy, had been anxious 
only for their own fecurity; and, provided they could 
remove Lewis to a diftance from their frontier, were 
more indifferent what progrefs he made in other places, 

Senfible of thefe views, the queen-regent of Spain refolved 
ftill to keep them in an anxiety, which might for the future 
be the foundation of an:union more intimate than they 
were. willing at prefent to enter into. Franchecomteé, Treaty of 


‘ Aix la-Cha« 
by a vigoroys and well concerted plan of the French ee 


king, had been conquered, in fifteen days, during a rigor- 
ous feafon, and in the midft of winter. She chofe there- 
fore to recover this province, and to abandon -all the 
towns conquered in Flanders during the laft campaign. 
By this means, Lewis extended his garrifons into the 
heart of the Low Countries; and a very feeble barrier 


remained to the Spanifh provinces, 


Bur notwithftanding the advantages of his fituation, 
the French monarch could entertain fmall hopes of eve 
extending his conquefts on that quarter, which lay the 
moft expofed to his ambition, and where his acquifitions 
were of moft importance. The triple league guaranteed 
the remaining provinces to Spain; and the emperor and 
other powers of Germany, whofe interefts feemed to be 
intimately concerned, were invited to enter into the fame 
confederacy. Spain herfelf, having, about this time, 
under the mediation of Charles, made peace on equal 
terms with Portugal, might be: expected to exert more 
vigour in oppofition to her haughty and triumphant rival. 
The great fatisfaction, exprefled jn England, on account 
of the counfels now embraced by the court, promifed the 


hearty concurrence of parliament in every meafure, which 
ee could 
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c .. a could be propofed for oppofition to the grandeur of France. 
ww And thus all Europe feemed to repofe herfelf with fecu- 


1663, 


Affairs of 
Hevtiand, 


rity under the wings of that powerful confederacy, which 
had been fo happily formed for her prote@tion. It is now 
time to give foine account of the ftate of affairs in Scot= 
Jand and in Ireland. 

Tue Scottith nation, though they had never been fub- 
ject to the arbitrary power of their prince, had but very 
imperfect notions of law and liberty ; and fearcely in 
any age had they ever enjoyed an adminiftration, which 
had confined itfelf within the proper boundaries. By 
their final union alone with England, their once hated 
antagonift, they have happily attained the experience 
of a government perfectly regular, and exempt from all 
violence and injuftice. Charles, from his averfion to 
bufinefs, had entrufted the affairs of that country to 
his minifters, particularly Middleton ; and thefe could 
not forbear making very extraordinary ftretches of au- 
thority. 

THERE had been intercepted a letter, writ by lord 
Lorne to lord Duffus, in which, a little too plainly, but 
very truly, he complained, that his enemies had endea- 
voured by falfhood to prepoffefs the king againit him, 
But he faid, that he had now difcovered them, had de- 
feated them, and had gained the perfon, meaning the earl 
of Clarendon, upon whom the chief of them depended. 
This letter was produced before the parliament; and 
Lorne was tried upon an old, tyrannical, abfurd law 
againit Lea/ing-making; by which it was rendered crimi- 


nal to belie the fubjeéts to the king, or ereate in him an : 


ill opinion of them. He was condemned to die: But 
Charles was much difpleafed with the fentence, and 
granted him a pardon *, 


5 Burnet, p, 1493 
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Irv was carried in parliament, that twelve perfons, © HA Ps 
? without crime, witnefs, trial, or accufer, fhould be de- aug 
elared incapable of all truft or office; and to render this 
{ injuftice more egregious, it was agreed, that thefe per= 
fons fhould be named by ballot: A method .of voting, 
which feveral republics had adopted at elections, in order 
to prevent faction and intrigue; but which could ferve 
only as a cover to malice and iniquity, in the infliCting 
of punifhments. Lauderdale, Crawford, and fir Robert - 
Murray, among others, were incapacitated: But the 
: king, who difapproved of this injuftice, refufed his 
aflent *. 

An a& was pafled againft all perfons, who fhould move 
ithe king for reftoring the children of thofe who were ate 
tainted by parliament ; an unheard-of reftraint on appli- 
‘cations for grace and mercy. No penalty was affixed 5 
but the a& was but the more violent and tyrannical on 
that account. The court-lawyers had eftablifhed it as a 
‘maxim, that the affigning of a punifhment was a limita- 
tion of the crown: Whereas a law, forbidding any thing, 
though without a penalty, made the offenders criminal. 
And in that cafe, they determined, that the punifhment 
{ was arbitrary; only that it could not extend to life. 
. Middleton as commiffioner pafled this a; though he 
* had no inftructions for that purpofe. 

An ag of indemnity paffed; but at the fame time it 
{ was voted, that all thofe who had offended during the 
. late diforders, fhould be fubjeéted to fines ; and a com- 
mittee of parliament was appointed for impofing them, 
Thefe proceeded without any regard to fome equitable 
rules, which the king had prefcribed to them". The moft 
obnoxious compounded fecretly. No confideration was 
had, either of men’s riches, or of the degrees of their 
guilt: No proofs were produced: Enquiries were not { 
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© HA P.much as made: But as faft as information was given 
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e~— in again any man, he was marked down for a, particular 
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fine: And all was tranfacted in a fecret committee, 
When the lift was read in parliament, exceptions were 
made to feveral: Some had been under age during the 
civil wars; fome had been abroad. But it was ftill re- 
plied, that a proper time would come, when every man 
fhould be heard in his own defences The only intention, 
it was faid, of fetting the fine was, that fuch perfons 
fhould ‘have no benefit by the act of indemnity, unlefs 
they paid the fum demanded: Every one that chofe to 
ffand upon his innocence, and renounce the benefit of 
the indemnity, might do it at his peril. It was well 
known, that no one would dare fo far to fet at defiance 
fo arbitrary an adminiftration. The king wrote to the 
council, ordering them to fuperfede the levying of thofe 
fines: But Middleton found means, during fome time, 
to elude thefe orders *. And at laft, the king obliged his 
minifters to compound for half the. fums, which had 
been impofed: In all thefe tranfa@tions, and in moft 
others, which pafled during the prefent reign, we ftill 
find the moderating hand of the king, interpofed to pro- 
tet the Scots from the oppreffions, which their own 
countrymen, employed in the miniftry, were defirous of 
exercifing over them, 

Bur the chief circumftance, whence were derived 
all the fubfequent tyranny and diforders in Scotland, 
was the execution of the laws for the eftablifhment of 
epifcopacy ; a mode of government, to which a great part 
of the nation, had entertained an unfurmountable averfion. 
The rights of patrons had for fome years been abolifhed ; 
and the power of electing minifters had been vefted in 
the. kirk-feffion, and lay-elders. It was now enacted, 


that all incumbents; who had been admitted upon this 


x Burnet, p. 201, 
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tile, fhould receive a prefentation from the patron, and CHAP. 
oa : eo DK, 
fhould be inftituted anew by the bifhop, under the penalty , ; 
of deprivation. The more rigid prefbyterians concerted — 1668. 
meafures among themfelves, and refufed obedience : They 
imagined, that their number would protect them. ‘Three 
hundred and fifty parifhes, above a third of the kingdom, 
were at once declared vacant. ‘Fhe weftern counties chiefly 
were obftinate in this particular. New minifters were 
fought. for all over the kingdom ; and no one was fo ig= 
4 norant or vicious as to be rejected. “The people, who 
loved extremely and refpeéted their former teachers ; men 
remarkable for the feyerity of their manners, and their 
4 fervor in preaching ; were inflamed againft thefe intruders, 
i who had obtained their livings under fuch invidious cir- 
q cumftances, and who took no care, by the regularity of 
their manners, to foften the prejudices entertained againft 
ib them. Even moft of thofe, who retained their livings 
by compliance, fell under the imputation of hypocrify, 
either by their fhewing a difguft ‘to the new model of 
ecclefiaftical government, which they had acknowledged ; 
or on the other hand, by declaring, that their former : 
adherence to prefbytery and the covenant had been the 
refult of violence and neceffity. And as Middleton and 
the new miniftry indulged themfelves in great riot and 
diforder, to which the nation had been little accuftomed, 
an opinion univerfally prevailed, that any form of reli- 


"1 gion, offered by fuch hands, muft be profane and im- 
pious, 
THE people, notwithftanding their difcontents, were 


refolyed to give no handle againft them, by th¢ leaft- 
) fymptom of mutiny or fedition: But this fubmiffive dif- 
pofition, inftead of procuring a mitigation of the rigours, 
was made ufe of as an.argument for continuing the fame 


ifures, which by their vigour, it was pretended, had 


enforced fo prompt an obedience. The king, however, 
: tees 
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CH A P. was difgufted with the violence of Middleton ¥; and he 
goes, made Rothes commiffioner in his place. This nobleman 


was already prefident of the council; and foon after was 
qade lord keeper and treafurer. Lauderdale ftill conti- 
nued fecretary of ftate, and commonly refided at London. 

AFFAIRS remained in a peaceable fituation, till the 
fevere law was made in England againft conventicles’, 
"The Scotch parliament imitated that violence, by pafling 
alikeadt. A kind of high commifiion court was appoint- 
ed by the privy-council, for executing this rigorous law, 
and for the direction of ecclefiaftical affairs. But even 
this court, illegal as it might be deemed, was much 
preferable to the method next adopted. Military force 
was let loofe by the council. Wherever the people had ge- 
nerally forfaken their churches, the guards were quartered 
throughout theceuntry. Sir James Turner commanded 
them, a man whofe natural ferocity of temper was often 


inflamed by the ufe of ftrong liquors. He went about, 


and received from the clergy lifts of thofe who abfented 
themfelves from church, or were fuppofed to frequent 
conventicles. Without any proof or legal conviction, he 
demanded a fine from them, and quartered foldiers on the 


fuppofed delinquents, till he received payment. Asan in- 


furreCtion was dreaded during the Dutch war, new forces 
were levied, and intrufted to the command of Dalziel and 
Drummond ; two officers, who had ferved the king during 
the civil wars, and had afterwards engaged in the fervice 
of Ruffia, where they had encreafed the native cruelty of 
their difpofition. A full career was given to their tyranny 
by the Scotch miniftry. Reprefentations were made to 
the king againft thefe enormities.’ He feemed touched 
with the ftate of the country; and befides giving orders, 
that the ecclefiaftical commiffion fhould be difcontinued, 
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he fignified his opinion, that another way of proceeding C H A P. 
LXIV. 


was neceflary for his fervice *. 


Tats lenity of the king’s came too late to remedy the 
diforders, ‘The people, inflamed with bigotry, and irri- 


tated by ill ufage, rofe in arms. They were imftigated 


by Guthry, Semple, and other preachers. They fur- 
prifed Turner in Dumfries, and refolved to have put him 
to death ; but finding, that his orders, which fell into 
their hands, were more violent than his execution of 
them, they fpared his life. At Laneric, after many 
prayers, they renewed the covenant, and publifhed their 
manifefto; in which they profeffed all fubmiffion to the 
king: They defired only the re-eftablifhment of prefby- 
tery and of their former minifters. As many gentlemen 
of their party had been confined on fufpicion ; Wallace 
and Learmont, two officers, who had ferved, but in no 
high rank, were entrufted by the populace with the com- 
mand. ‘Their force never exceeded two thoufand mens 
and though the country in general bore them great favour, 
men’s fpirits were fo fubdued, that the rebels could ex- 
pect no father acceffion of numbers, Dalziel took the 
field to oppofe their progrefs. “Their number was now 
diminifhed to 800; and thefe, having advanced near 


Edinburgh, attempted to find their way back into the 


weft by Pentland Hills. They were attacked by the 
king’s forces>. Finding that they could not efcape, they 
ftopped their march. Their clergy endeavoured to infufe 
courage into them. After finging fome pfalms, the rebels 
turned on the enemy; and being affifted by the advantage 
of the ground, they received the firft charge very refo- 
lutely. But that was all the action: Immediately, they 
fell into diforder, and fled for their lives. About forty 
were killed on the fpot, and a hundred and thirty taken 


® Burnet, p. 273s b 2%th November, 1666. 
prifoners, 
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* prifoners. The reft, favoured by the. night, and by the 


UN wearinefs, and even by the pity of the king’s troops, made 
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Affairs of 
Ireland. 


their efcape. 

THE oppreffions which thefe people had fuffered, the 
delufions under which they laboured, and their inoffenfive 
behaviour during the infurrection, made them the objects 
of compaffion: Yet were the king’s minifters, particu- 
Jarly Sharpe, refolved to take fevere vengeance. Ten 
were hanged on one gibbet at Edinburgh: Fhirty-five 
before their own doors in different places. Thefe crimi- 
nals'might all have faved their lives, if they would have 
renounced the covenant. “The executions were going on, 
when the king-put a flop to them. He faid, ‘that blood 
enough had already been fhed; and he wrote a letter to 
the privy-council, in which he ordered, that fuch of: the 
prifoners as fhould fimply promife to obey the laws for the 
future, fhould be fet at liberty, and that the incorrigible 
fhould be fent to the plantations‘. This letter was brought 
by Burnet, archbifhop of Glafgow ; but not being im- 
mediately delivered to the council by Sharpe, the prefi- 
dent *, one Maccail had in the. interval been put to the 
torture, under which he expired. He feemed to die in 
an exftacy of joy. ‘ Farewel fun, moon, and fiars; 
** farewel world and time; farewel weak and frail body: 
*¢ Welcome eternity, welcome angels and faints, wel- 
** come Saviour of the world, and welcome God, the 
“judge of all!” Such were his laft words: And thefe 
animated fpeeches he uttered with an accent and manner, 
which ftruck all the byftanders with aftonifhment. 

THe fettlement of Ireland after the reftoration was a 
work of greater difficulty than that of England, or even 
of Scotland. Not only the power, during the former 
ufurpations, had there been vefted in the king’s enemies : 
‘The whole property, in a manner, of the kingdom had 

© Burnet, py23y« & Wodrow’s Hiftory, vol, is p.255+ 
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bl been changed; ‘and it became’ vieteflary to redrefs, © iv. Ps 
but with as little violence as poffible, many grievous ——~—J 
hatdthips and iniqitities, which were'there complained 6°% 
of, 


Tue Trifi_ catholics had in 1628 “concluded ‘a treaty 
with Ormond, the king’s lieutenant ; in which they had 


ftipulated pardon for their paft rebellion, and had nee 
under certain conditions to affift the roy: bac fe: And 
tHotigh the violence of ‘the priefts and the bigo sty af the 
people had prevented, in a great meafure, the execution 


of this treaty; yet were there many, who-having ftrictly, 
at the hazard of their lives, adhered to it, feemed on that 
account wellentitled’ to reap the fruits of their loyalty. 
Cromwel, having without diftinétion expelled all the na« 
tive Trifh from the three provinces of Munfter, Leinfter, 
and Ulfter, ‘had confined them to Connaught and the 
‘county of Clare; and among thofe who had thus been 
forfeited, were many whofe innocence was altogether un- 
queftionable, Several proteftants likewife, and Ormond 
among the reft, had all’ along oppofed the Irith rebellion ; 
yet having afterwardsembraced the king’s caufe aga aind 
the’parliament, they-were all of them attainted by Crom 
wel, © And there were many officers, who had, ‘from the 
commencement of the ‘infurrection; ferved in Ireland, 
and who, becaufe they would not defert the king, had 
been -refufed all ‘their -arrears: by the Englifh ss 
wealth. 

To all thefe unhappy ‘fufferers fome juitice feemed to 
be due: But the difficulty was to find the means: of re- 
drefling fuch great and extenfive iniquities. Almot all 
the'valuable parts of Ireland had-been meafured out and 
divided, either tothe adventurers, who had lent money te 
thé parliament for the fuppreffion of the Irifh rebellion, 
or to the foldiers, who had received land in lieu of their 
arrears, Thefe could not be difpoflefled, becaufe they 

were 
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CHA P. were the moft powerful and only armed part of Ireland g 
‘ “_, becaufe it was requifite to favour them, in order to fup- 


1668, 


port the proteftant and Englifh intereft in that kingdom; 
and becaufe. they had generally, with a feeming zeal and 
alacrity, concurred in the king’s reftoration.. The king, 
therefore, iffued a proclamation; in which he promifed to 
maintain their fettlement, and at the fame time engaged to 
give redrefs to the innocent fufferers. “There was a large 
quantity of land as yet undivided in Ireland; and from 
this and fome other funds, it was thought poffible for the 
king to fulfil both thefe engagements. 


A CouRT OF CLAIMS was erected, confifting altogether 
of Englifh commiffioners, who had no connexion with 
any of the parties, into which Ireland was divided. Be- 
fore thefe were laid four thoufand. claims of perfons de= 
firing reftitution on account of their innocence; and the 
commiffioners had found leifure to examine only fix 
hundred, It already appeared, that, if all thefe were to 
be reftored, the funds, whence the adventurers and fol- 
diers muft get reprifals, would fall fhort of giving them 
any tolerable fatisfaction. A great alarm and anxiety 
feized all ranks of men: The hopes and fears of every 
party were excited: Thefe eagerly grafped at recovering 
their paternal inheritance : Thofe were refolute to main- 
tain their new acquifitions. 


Tue duke of Ormond was created lordsfickacale 
being the only perfon, whofe prudence and juftice could 
compofe fuch jarring interefts. A parliament wasaflembled 
at Dublin; and as the lower houfe was almoft entirely 
chofen by the foldiers and adventurers, who ftill kept 
pofleffion, it was extremely favourable to that intereft, 
The houfe of peers fhowed greater impartiality. 

AN infurrection was projected, together with a fur= 
prizal of the caftle of Dublin, by fome of the difbanded 
foldiers ; but this defign was happily defeated by the vigi« 
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Jance of Ormond. Some of the criminals were punifhed. 
Blood, the moft defperate of them, efcaped into Eng- 
land. 

Bur affairs could not long remain in the confufion 
and uncertainty, into which they were fallen. All par- 
ties feemed willing to abate fomewhat of their pretea~ 
fions, in order to attain fome ffability; and Ormond 
interpofed his authority to that purpofe. ‘The foldierg 
and adventurers agreed to relinquifh a fourth of their 
pofleffions ; and as they had purchafed their lands at very 
low prices, they had reafon to think themfelves favoured 
by this compofition. All thofe, who had been attainted 
on account of their adhering to the king, were reftored 5 
and fome of the innocent Irifh. It was a hard fituation, 


that a man was obliged to prove himfelf innocent, in 


order to recover pofleffion of the eftate, which he and 
his anceftors had ever enjoyed: But the hardfhip was 
augmented, by the difficult conditions annexed to this 
proof, Ifthe perfon had ever lived in the quarters of the 
rebels, he was not admitted to plead his innocence; and 
he was, for that reafon alone, fuppofed to have been 2 
rebel. The heinous guilt of the Irifh nation made mem 
overlook the more readily any iniquity, which might fall 
on individuals; and it was confidered, that, though it 
be always the intereft of all good government to prevent 
injuftice, it is not always poflible to remedy it, after it 
has had a long courfe, and has been attended with great 
fucceffes. 


IRELAND. began to attain a ftate of fome compofure, 
when it was difturbed by a violent act, pafled by the Eng- 
lith parliament, which prohibited the importation of Irifh 
cattle into Englands. Ormond remonitrated ftrongly- 
againft this law.. He faid, that the prefent trade, car- 
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ried on between England and Ireland, was extremely t6 
the advantage of the former kingdom, which received 
only provifions, or rude materials, in return for every 
fpecies of manufacture: ‘That if the cattle of Ireland 
were prohibited, the inhabitants of that ifland had no 
other commodity, by which they could pay England for 
their importations, and muft have recourfe to other na- 
tions for a fupply: ‘That the! induftrious inhabitants of 
England, if deprived of Irifh provifions, which made 
diving cheap, would be obliged to augment the price of 
labour, and thereby render their manufactures too dear 
to be exported to foreign markets: That the indolent 
inhabitants of Ireland, finding provifions fall almoft to 
nothing, would never be induced'to labour, but would 
perpetuate to all generations their native floth and 
barbarifm: That by cutting off almoft entirely the 
trade between the kingdoms, all the natural. bands of 
union were diflolved, and nothing remained to keep the 
Trifh in their duty but force and violence: And that by 
reducing that kingdom to extreme poverty, it would be 
even rendered incapable of maintaining that miilitary 
power, by which, during its well grounded difcontents, 
it muft neceflarily be retained in fubjection. 

Tue king was fo much convinced of the juftnefs of 
thefe reafons, that he ufed all his intereft to oppofe thé 
bill ; and he openly declared, that he could not give his 
affent to it with a fafe con{cience. But the commons 
were refolute in their purpofe. Some of the rents of 
England had fallen of late years, whieh~ had been 
afcribed entirely to the importation of Irith cattle : Se 
yeral intrigues had contributed to inflame that prejudice, 
particularly thofe of Buckingham and Afhley, who were 
defirous of giving Ormond difturbance in his govern 
ment: And the fpirit of tyranny, of which nations are 
as fufceptible as individuals, had extremely animated 
5 the 
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the Englifh to exert their fuperiority over their depend- © F A ® 
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ant ftate. No affair could be conducted with greater , , 


violence than this was by the commons. ‘They even 
went fo far in the preamble of the bill as to declare the 
ihiportation of Irifh cattle to be a nuifance. By this ex~ 
preffion, they gave {cope to their paffion, and at the 
fame time barred the king’s prerogative, by which he 
might think himfelf entitled to difpenfe with 4 law, fo 
full of injuftice and bad policy. The lords expunged 
the word ; but as the king was fenfible, that no fupply 
would be given by the commons, unlefs they were gra- 
tified in their prejudices, he was obliged both to employ 
his intereft with the peers for making the bill pafs, and 
to give the royal aflent to it. He could not, however, 
forbear exprefling his difpleafure at the jealoufy enter- 
tained againft him, and at the intention, which the 
commons difcovered of retrenching his prerogative. 

Tuts law brought great diftrefs for fome time upon 
the Irifh; but it has occafioned their applying with 
greater induftry to manufactures, and has. proved in the 
iffue beneficial to that kingdom. 
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A Parliament——The Cabal——Their Charaéiers. 


——Their counfels—— Alliance with France 
fA Parliament Coventry ali———Blood’s crimes 
——Duke declares him/elf Catholis-— Exchequer 
fout—-Declaration of indulgence-—-Attack of the 
Smyrna fleet——W ar declared with Halland—— 
W eakuefs of the States Battle of Solebay. 
Sandwich killed Progrefs of the French-—— 

~ Conflernation of the Dutch -Prince of Orange 
Stadtholder -Maffacre of the de Wits-——= 
Good condudi of the Prinse 
Declaration of indulgence recalled -——-Sea fight 
— Another fea fight—— Another fea fight—— 
A Parliament——Peace 


A Parliament —— 


Congrefs of Cologne 
with Holland. 


INCE the reftoration, England had attained a 


fituation, which had’ never been experienced in any 


former period of her government, and which feemed 
the only one, that could fully enfure, at once, her tran- 
quillity and her liberty: Fhe king was in continual 
want of fupply from the parliament ; and he feemed will- 
ing to accommodate himfelf to that dependent fituation. 
Inftead of reviving thofe claims of prerogative, fo ftre- 
nuoufly infifted on by his predeceffors, Charles had 
ftri@ly confined himfelf within the limits of law, and 
had courted, by every art of popularity, the affections 
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bf his fubjects. © Even the feverities, however blameable, 
which he had exercifed againft nonconformifts, are to be 
confidered as expedients, by which he {trove to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with that party, which predominated in 
patliament. But ‘notwithftanding thefe promifine ap- 
pearances, there were: many. circumftances, which kept 
the.government from refting fteddily on’ that bottomy on 
which it was placed.; ‘The crown having loft almof all 
its ancient demefnes, relied entirely on voluntary erants 
of the people.;,and):the commons} not fully accuftomed 
to this new fituation, were notxyet. difpofed to fupply 
with fufficient, liberality thé=heceflities of the ctown,. 
‘They. imitated too ftritly the example of their predes 
ceffors in a rigid.frugality of public money; and neither 
fufficiently confidered, the indigent condition of their 
prince, nor the general ftate of Europe; where every 
hation, by its. increafe both of. magnificence and force, 
had made great additions to.all public expences. Some 
eonfiderable fums, indced, were beftowed on Charles; 
and the patriots of that age, tenacious of ancient maxims, 
loudly upbraided the commons with prodigality: But if 
we may judge by the example of a later period, when 
the government has become more regular, and the har- 
mony of its parts has been more happily adjufted; the 
parliaments of this reign feem rather to have merited'a 
contrary reproach. 


Tue natural confequence of the poverty of the crown 


was, ‘befides fecble irtegular ‘tranfaGtions in foreign 


affairs, a continual uncertainty in its domeftic admini-+ 
ftration. No one could anfwer with any tolerable affur- 
ance for the meafures of the houfe of commons. Few 
of the members were attached to the court by any other 
band than that of inclination. Royalifts indeed in their 
principles, but unexperienced in bufinefs, they lay ex- 
pofed ta every rumour or infinuation ; and were driven 
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LXV. 


hea) lace themfelves. Even the attempts made to gain an 
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8th of Fe- 
bruary. 

A parlia- 
ment, 


afcendant over them, by offices, and, as it is believed; 
by bribes and penfions, were apt to operate in a manner 
contrary to what was intended by the minifters. The 
novelty of the practice conveyed’ a general, and indeed 
a juft, alarm; while at the fame-time, the poverty of 
the crown rendered this sess very limited and pre- 


_ €arious. 


‘Tue charaéter of Charles was ill fitted to remedy 
thofe defects in the conftitution. He aéted in the ad- 
miniftration of public affairs, as if government were a 
paftime, rather than a ferious occupation ; and by the 
uncertainty of his conduét, he loft that authority, which 
could alone beftow conftancy on the fluctuating refolu- 
tions of the parliament. His expences too, which per-~ 
haps exceeded the proper bounds, were directed more by 
inclination than by policy ; and while they encreafed his 
dependance on the parliament, they were not calculated 


fully to fatisfy either the interefted or difinterefted part. 


of that aflembly. 


_ Tue parliament met after a long adjournment; and 
the king promifed himfelf every thing from the attach- 
ment of the commons. All his late meafures had been 
calculated to acquire the good will of his people; and 
above all, the triple league, it was hoped, would be 
able to efface all the difagreeable impreffions left by the 
unhappy conclufion of the Dutch war. But a new af 
tempt made by the court, and a laudable one too, loft 
him, for a time, the effect of all thefe endeavours, 
Buckingham, who was in great favour with the king, 
and carried on many intrigues among the com« ons, had 
alfo endeavoured to fupport connexions with the non- 
conformifts; and he now formed a fch me, in concert 
= the lord keeper, Sir Orlando Bridgeman, and chief 
juttice, 
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juftice, Sir Mathew Hale, two worthy patriots, to put C He Pe 


an end to thofe feverities, under which thefe religionifts 
hadifo long laboured. It was propofed to reconcile the 
prefbyterians by a comprehenfion, and to grant a tolera- 
tion to the independants and other {e@aries. Favour 
feems not, by this {cheme, as by others embraced dur- 
ing the prefent reign, to have been intended the catho- 
lies; Yet were the zealous commons: fo difgufted, that 
they could not be prevailed on even to give the king 
thanks for the triple league, however laudable that mea- 
fure was then, and has ever fince been efteemed. ‘They 
immediately voted an addrefs for a proclamation againit 
conyenticles, ‘Their requeft was complied with ; but 
as the king ftill dropped fome hints of his defire to‘re- 
concile his proteftant fubje&ts, the commons paffed a 
very unufual vote, that no man fhould bring into the 
houfe. any bill of that nature. The king in vain/ re« 
iterated his folicitations for {upply ; reprefented the ne~ 
ceffity of equipping a fleet; and even offered, that the 
money, which they fhould grant, fhould be colleéted 
and iflued for that purpofe by commiffioners appointed 
by the houfe, _Inftead of complying, the commons voted 
an enquiry into all the mifcarriages during the late-war 5 
the flackening of fail after the duke’s victory from falfe 
orders delivered by Brounker, the mifcarriage at Berghen, 
the divifion of the fleet under prince Rupert and Albe= 
marle, the difgrace at Chatham. ‘Brounker was ex« 
pelled the houfe, and ordered to be impeached. Com- 
miffioner Pet, who had neglected orders iflued for the 
fecurity of Chatham, met with the fame fate. Thefe 
impeachments were never profecuted. The houfe at 
laft, having been indulged in all their prejudices, were 
prevailed with to vote the king three hundred and ten 
thoufand pounds, by an impofition ‘on wine and other 
Liquors ; after which they were adjourned, : 
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c isi Pe: , Pupric bufinels, befides being retarded by the difgutt 


ee) of the. commons againft. the tolerating: maxims: of the : 
a court, met with obftructions this feilion from a quarref 2 
May. between the two houfes. Skinner, a rich merchant in a 
London, haying fuffered {ome injuries. from the) Eaft q 
India company, laid the matter, by petition before the: + 
houfe of lords, by. whom he..was relieved in cofts and i 
damages to the amount of five thoufand pounds. ~ The! | 
commons yoted, ,that-the lords, in taking cognizanceof if 
, this affair, originally, without any appeal ‘from: inferior 4 
courts, had acted in.a manner-not agreeable. to: thedaws: ‘ 


of the Jand, and tending. to deprive:the: fubje& of ‘thei Y) 
ight, eafe, and benefit; due to him’ by thefe laws;: an ; 
that-Skinner, in profecuting the fuit~after this manners 

had. infringed the-privileges of the commons: For which - 
offence, they ordered him to be taken into’ cuftodyys 

Some conferences enfued between the houfes ; where the 

lords: ‘were tenacious of their right of judicature, and’ 

maintained, that the method, in which they had exer~’ 

cifed it, was "quite regular. "The commons rofe into’ 

great ferment; and-went fo far'as to vote, that’ “ who- 

ever fhould-be: aiding or affifting in putting in ‘execu- 

tion the order or fentence of the houfe of lords, in 

“ the: cafe of Skinner againft the Eaft India company, 

* fhould be deemed a betrayer-of the rights and liber= 

“ties of the commons of England,and an pete of 

‘* thesprivileges of the houfe’ of €ommons.’ They 

rightly judged, that it would not be eafy, after this votey 

to find: any one, who would venture on’ their indigna= 

tion!" The proceedings indeed of the lords feem in this 

ms rs have been uneheet and without — 
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ae Tur king’ 8 wb eeliibies obliged him again to affemble 
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Oeober, the’parliament, who fkowed fome difpolitien to ‘relieve 
him. ‘The pricey however; which ‘he? muft pay forthis 


indulgence, 


CHARLES ff. 4ss 


indulgence, was his yielding to new laws againft con- © H A Pe 
venticles. His complaifance in ‘this particular contri- Bees 
buted miore to gain the’commons, than all the pompous 7669 
pretences of fupporting the triple alliance, that popular 
meafure, by which he expected to make fuch advantage. 
| The quarrel between ‘the two houfes was revived ; and 
as the commons had voted only four hundred thoufand 
pourids, with which the king was not fatisfied, he thought 
proper, before they had carried their vote into a law, to 
prorogue them. The only bufinefs finifhed this fhort 11th of De- 
feflion was receiving the report of the committee ap- ae 
pointed for examining the public accounts. On the frit 
infpeGtion Of this report, there appears a great fuin, no 
jefs than a million and a half, wnaccounted for ; and the 
natural inference is, that the kine had much abufed the 
truft repofed in him by parliament. But a more accu- 
fate infpection of particulars ferves, ina great meafure, 
a to remove this imputation. ‘The king indeed went fo far 
as to tell the parliament from the throne, ‘¢ That he had 
fully informed himfelf of that matter, and did affirm, 
« that no part of thofe monies, which they had given 
& him, had been diverted to other ufes, but on the con- 
“trary, befides all thofe fupplies, a very great fum had 
<< Been raifed out of his ftanding revenue and Credit, 
. ¢ and a very great debt contraéted ; and all for the war.” 
Though artificial pretences have often been’employed by 
kings in their fpeeches to parliament, and by none more 
than Charles, it is fomewhat difficult to fufpe& him of 
a dire& lie and falfhood. He muft have had fome rea- 
fons, and perhaps not unplaufible ones, for this afirma- 
tion,< of which all his hearers, as they had the accounts 
lying before them, were at that time competent judges ¢. 
Tue method,’ which al] parliaments had hitherto fol- 
lowed, .was to yote a particular fum forthe fupply, 
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without any diftintion or any appropriation to particular 


t——w fervices. So long as the demands of the crown were 


16689. 


w6yo. 
Tath of Fe. 
brucry. 


fmall and cafual, no great inconveniencies arofe from this 
practice. But as all the meafures of government were 
now changed, it muft be confefled, that, if the king 
made a juft application of public money, this inaccurate 
method of proceeding, by expofing him to fufpicion, was 
prejudicial to him. If he was inclined to aé otherwife, 
it was equally hurtful to the people. For thefe reafons, 
a contrary practice, during all the late reigns, has.con- 
ftantly been followed by the commons. 


WueEn the parliament met after the prorogation, they 
entered anew upon the bufinefs of fupply, and granted 
the king an additional duty, during eight years, of twelve 
pounds on each tun of Spanifh wine imported, eight on 
each tun of French, A law alfo pafled empowering him 
to fell the fee farm rents; the laft remains of the de- 
mefnes, by which the ancient kings of England had been 
fupported. By this expedient he obtained fome fupply 
for his prefent neceffities, but left the crown, if poffible, 


‘ftill more dependent than before. How much money 


might he raifed by thefe fales is uncertain ; but it could 
not be near one million eight hundred thoufand pounds, 
the fum affigned by fome writers °. 

THE act againft conventicles paffed, and received the 
royal aflent, It bears the appearance of mitigating the 
former perfecuting laws; but if we may judge by the 
fpirit, which had broken out almoft every feffion during 
this parliament, it was not intended as any favour to the 
nonconformifts. Experience probably had taught, that 
laws over rigid and fevere could not be executed, By 


* Mr, Carte, in his Vindication of the Anfwer to the Byftander, p. 9g. 
fays, that the fale of the fee farm rents would not yield above one hundred 
thoufand pounds ; and his reafons appear well founded, 
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3 this a& the hearer in a conventicle, (that is, in adif- C H a P, 
’ fenting aflembly, where more than five were prefent, be- , — ; 
fides the family) was fined five fhillings for the firft 3670 


offence, ten for the fecond ; the preacher twenty pounds 
| for the firft offence, forty for the fecond. The perfon, 
in whofe houfe the conventicle met, was amerced a like = 


q fum with the preacher.. One claufe is remarkable ; that, 
| if any difpute fhould arife with regard to, the interpreta~ 
j tion of any part of the act, the judges fhould always ex 


plain the doubt in. the fenfe leaft favourable to convén- 
ticles, it being the intention of parliament entirely to 
fupprefs them. Such was the zeal of the commons, that 
they violated the plaineft and moft eftablifhed maxims of 
civil policy, which require, that, in. all criminal profes 
cutions, favour fhould always be given to the prifoner. 

THE affair of Skinner {till remained a ground of quars 
rel between the two houfes; but the king prevailed with 
the peers to accept of the expedient propofed by the com- 
mons, that a general razure fhould be made of all the 
tranfactions with regard to that difputed queftion. 

SoME attempts were made by the king to effe€tuate a 
union between England and Scotland: But they were 
too feeble to remove all the difficulties, which obfru@ted 
that ufeful and important undertaking. Commiffioners 
were appointed to meet, in order to regulate the condi- 
tions: But the defign, chiefly by the intrigues of Lau- 
derdale, foon after came to nothing. 

Tue king, about this time, began frequently to at- 
tend the debates of the houfe of peers. He faid, that 
they amufed him, and that he found them no lefs enter- 
taining than a play. But deeper defigns were fufpeéted. 
As he feemed to intereft himfelf extremely in the caufe 
of lord Roos, who had obtained a divorce from his wife 
on the accufation of adultery, and applied to parliament 
for leaye tg marry again; people imagined, that Charles 

propofed 
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¢ ae P) prbpofed to make a precedent of the cafe, and that fomé 
Hy other: ipretente would be found for getting rid of the 
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The Cabal. 


Their Cha- ! 
racters, 


Guten.’ Many propofals to this purpofé, itis faidy were 
made him by Buckingham: But ‘the? king, how little 
ferupulows foever if fome refpedts, was incapable éf ally 
action harfhGr’barbarous ; and he always’ rejected every 
fchéme* of this’nature. A fufpicion “However of fich 


intentions, it was obferved, had} at ‘this time, ‘beget a 


euldnefs between the two royal brothers. 

We now come'to'a period, when the king’s countfels, 
which~had hitherto, in the main, béen “good, though 
negligent-and> fluttwating, beeame, during fome “time, 
remarkably bad, or even criminal’; and breeding in- 
curable jealotifics in all men, were pollowed by fwch con= 
fequences:as ‘had almoft termitiated! i the Yuin both of 
prince and people.“ Happily’ the:fame negligence till 
attended him; and, as it had Jeflened ‘the’ influence of 
the good, it alfo diminifhed> the effect of the bad mea 
fures, which he embraced. | i f 

It was femarked,: that ‘the: commitice of council, 
eftablifhed for foreign affairs, was entirely changed ; and 
that-prince Rupert, the duke of Ormond, fecretary Tre- 
vor, and. lord keeper Bridgeman, men in whofe honour 
the nation-had great-confidence, were never called to 
any. deliberations, The whole feeret was entrufted to 
five perfons, Clifford, Afhley, Buckingham, Arlington, 
and Lauderdale. Thefe men were known by the appel- 
lation of the Cabal, a word. which-the: initial letters of 
their names happened to compofe. -Never was. there a 
more dangerous. miniftry in England, nor one. more 
noted for pernicious counfels, 

Lorn Asuity,>foon after known by the name of earl 
of. Shaftefbary, was one of the'toft remarkable chara@ters 
of-the age, arid ithe chief {pris of -all the fueceeding 
moveihents: During his;early -youthy he had engaged 
inithelate king’s par ty; but being difgufted with fome 
meaiures 
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méafures of prinée Maurice, he foon deferted to the © HA P. 
parliament... He infinuated /himfelf into the confidence , ine 
6f Cromwel; aiid as*he*had great influence with the 167% 
prefbyterians, he was ferviceable in fupporting, with his 


party, the authority of that ufarper- ‘He-émployed the 


account both deferved and acquired favour with the king. 
Th all his changes, he ftilk maintaified the character of 
never betraying “thot friends “whom he deferted ; and 


) fame credit in promoting the reftoration; and on that 
which-ever party he joined, his great-capacity and fin- 
gulai-ctalents foon gained “him their confidence, and 
enabled him to take the lead among them.~ No ftation 
| Could fatisfy"his aisbitivi, no fatigues were infuperablé 
to hisinduftry, - Well-acquainted with the blind attach- 
| mént of faGions che furmeunted all fenfe of fhamc: 
And relying on thefubsilty of his contrivances, ~he was 
pot ftartled’ with enterprizes, the moft-hazardous and 
moftcritinal« “His talents, both of public fpeaking and 
private infinuation, fhone out‘in an Eminent degtee ; and 
amid all his furious pafions, he poflefled a found judg- 
ment of -bufinefs, and fill’ more of men. Though fitted 
byinathre for beginning and pufhing the greateft under- 
. takings, he was:never able to ‘conduct any to a happy 
period); «and his:eminent abilities; by reafom of his in- 
{atiable-defires), were equally dangerous to himfelf, to’ the 
prince, and to the people. 


Tut duke of Buckingham poffefied all the advantages, 
which a graceful! perfor; a high rank, 2 fplendid fortune, 
anda sively wit could bellow ; but by his wild conduct, 

unfeftrained either’ by prudence or principle, ‘he found 
means to” render inital in ‘the end odiotis and even 
infignificant, ‘The leaft interef? could make him abandon 
his Wonbars #he frpalient pleafure cdtild feduce him from 
hisviritereft ;\ the m6itTrivolous captrice was fufficient to 
count eerbalaricéshis 'pléafure, By his want of fecrecy and 
4 8 conflancys 
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C HAP. conftancy, he deftroyed his charadter in public life;) by 
LXV : Y> ; ‘ 
aber his contempt of order and ceconomy, he diffipated his; 
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private fortune; by riot and debauchery, he ruined his 
health; and he remained at laft as incapable. of doing 
" hurt, as he had ever been little defirous of doing good, 
to mankind, sit 
Tue earl, foon after created duke of Lauderdale, 
was not defective in natural, and ftill lefs in acquired, 
talents; but neither was his addrefs graceful, nor his 
underftanding juft. His principles, or, more properly 
{peaking, his prejudices, were obftinate, but unable to 
reftrain his ambition: His ambition was ftill lefs danger- 
ous than the tyranny and violence of his temper, An 
implacable enemy, but a lukewarm friend ; infolent’ to 
his inferiors, but abject to his fuperiors ;_ though in his 
whole charaéter and deportment, he was almoft dia- 
metrically oppofite to the king, he had the fortune, 
beyond any other minifter, to maintain, during the 
greateft part of his reign, an afcendant over him: q 
THE talents of parliamentary eloquence and intrigue 
had raifed Sir Thomas Clifford ; and his daring impetuous 
{pirit gave him weight in the king’s councils. Of thé. 
whole cabal, Arlington was the leaft dangerous either by 
his vices or his talents. His judgment was found, 
though his capacity was but moderate; and his intentions 
were good, though he wanted courage and integrity to 
perfevere in them. Together with Temple and Bridge- 
man, he had been a great promoter of the triple league 5 
but he threw himfelf with equal alacrity into oppofite 
meafures, when. he found them agreeable to his mafter, 
Clifford and he were fecretly catholics ; Shaftefbury, 
though addicted to aftrology, was reckoned a deift: 
Buckingham had too little refleGtion toembrace any fteady 
principles: Lauderdale had long been a bigotted and 
furious prefbyterian ; and the opinions of that fe& Ril} 
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peared in his condu&. 


aor 


‘kept poffeffion of his mind, how little foever they ap- ¢ H “ P. 
a 


Tue dark counfels of*the cabal, though from. the eRe osha 


firft they gave anxiety to all men of reflection, were not ©!* 


thoroughly known but by the event. Such feem to have 
been the views, which they fuggefted to the king and the 
duke, and which thefe princes too greedily smtest 

They faid, that the parliament, though the {pirit of 
party, for the prefent, attached chen to the crown, 
were {till more attached to thofe powers and privileges, 
which their predeceflors had ufurped from the fovereign : 
That after the firft flow of kindnefs was fpent, they had 
difcovered evident fymptoms of difcontent; and would 
be fure to turn againft the king all the authority which 
they yet retained, and ftill more thofe pretenfions which 
it was eafy for them in a moment to revive: That they 


not only kept the king in dependance by means of his 


precarious revenue, but had never difcovered a fuitable 
generofity, even in thofe temporary fupplies, which they 
granted him: That it was time for the prince to rouze 
himfelf from his lethargy, and to recover that authority, 
which his predeceffors, during fo many ages, had peace~ 
ably enjoyed: That the great error or misfortune of his 
father was the not having formed any clofe connexion 
with foreign princes, who, on the breaking out of the 
rebellion, might have found their intereft in fupporting 


him: That the prefent alliances, being entered into with - 


fo many weaker potentates, who themfelves ftood in need 
of the king’s protection, could never ferve to maintain, 
much lefs augment, the royal authority: That the 
French monarch alone, fo generous a prince, and by 
blood fo nearly allied to the king, would be found both 
able and willing, if gratified in his ambition, to defend 


the common caufe of kings againft ufurping fubjects : 


That a war, undertaken againit Holland by the united 
force 
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wry eafy enterprize, and would ferve all, the purpofes which 
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were aimed at: ‘That under pretence of that war, it 
would not be difficult to levy a military force, without 
which, during the prevalence of republican principles 
among his fubjects, the king would vainly expect te 
defend his prerogative: ‘That his naval power might be 
maintained, partly by the fupplies, which, on other 
pretences, would previoufly be obtained from parliament; 
partly by fubfidies from France; partly by captures, 
which might eafily be made on that opulent republic: 
‘That in fuch a fituation, attempts to recover the loft 


authority of the crown would be attended with fuccefs; 


nor would any malcontents dare to refift a prince, forti- 
fied by fo powerful an alliance; or if they did, they would 
only draw more certain ruin on themfelves and on their 
eaufe: And that by fubduing the States, a great ftep 


would be made towards a reformation of the government; 
fince it was apparent, that that republic, by its fame and | 


grandeur, fortified, in his factious fubjects, their attach- 
ment to what they vainly termed their civil and religious. 
liberties. : 

Tuese fuggeftions happened fatally to concur with all 
the inclinations and prejudices of the king ; his defire of 
more. extenfive authority, his propenfity to the. catholic 
religion, his avidity for money. He feems likewife, 


from the very beginning of his reign, to have entertained. 


great jealoufy of his own fubje&ts, and, on that account, 


a defire of fortifying himfelf by an intimate alliance with. 


France. So early as 1664, he had offered the French 
monarch to allow him without oppofition to conquer. 
Flanders, provided that prince would engage to furnifh 
him with ten thoufand infantry, and a fuitable number 
of cavalry, ‘in cafe of any rebellion in England’. As 


D’Efttades, arf of july, 1657. 
ke 


TERS he tee le ee ee SRE eee eee Bere eee Ce eer nore eee 


ia 
eee re Poe? poet yar Se 


7 A 


re 
’ 

£ 

a 
5 


“Oe ee blk d 


CHA R-L ES 11. 


463 


no dangerous fymptom at that time appeared, we are-left C:H, A Ps 


to conjecture, from this incident, what opinion Charles , ; 
“had conceived of the factious difpofition of his people. 


Even during the. time, when the triple alliance was 
moit zealoufly cultivated, the king never feems to have 
- been entirely cordial i in thofe falutary meafures, but ftill 
to have caft a longing eye towards the French alliance, 
Clifford, who had much of his confidence, {aid impru- 
dently, ‘‘ Notwithflanding all this joy, we muft have.a 
* fecond war with Holland.” ‘The acceffion of the 
Emperor to that alliance had been refufed by England on 
frivolous pretences. And many unfriendly cavils were 
raifed againft the States with regard to Surinam and the 
Seis of, the Eaft India company ®., But. about Aprik 
1669, the ftrongeft fymptoms appeared of thofe. fatal 
meafures, which were afterwards more openly purfued. 


De Wir, at that time, came to Temple; and told 
him, that he payed him-a vifit asa friend, not as a 
minifter. ‘The occafion was to acquaint him with 2 
converfation which he had Jately had with Puffendorf, 
the Swedifh agent, who had. paffed by the Hague in the 
way.from Paris to his own country. The French minif- 
ters, Puffendorf faid, had taken much pains to perfuade 
him, that the Swedes would find their account very ill in 
thofe meafures, which they had lately embraced: That 
Spain would fail them in all her promifes of fubfidies ; 
nor would Holland alone be able to fupport them : ‘That 
England would: certainly fail them, and had already 
adopted counfels directly oppofite to thofe which by the 
triple league fhe had bound herfelf to purfue: And that 
the refolution was not the lefs fixed and certain, becaufe 
the fecret was as yet communicated to very few cither in 


the French or Englith court, When Puffendorf feemed 


incredulous, Turenne fhowed him a Jetter from Colbert; 
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me AP. de Croiffy, the French minifter at London; in which, 
Commins dfter mentioning the fuccefs of his negotiations, and the 
767% favourable “difpofition of the chief minifters there, he 
added, “¢ And I have at laft made them fenfible of the 
«© full extent of his Majefty’s bounty.” From this 
incident it appears, that the infamous practice of felling 
themfelves to foreign princes, a practice, which, note 
withftanding the malignity of the vulgar, is certainly rare 
among men in high office, had not been fcrupled by 
Charles’s minifters. 
Bur the king’s refolutions, at leaft, his fchemes, 
feem never to have been entirely fixed, till the vifit which 
-he received from his fifter, the dutchefs of Orleans. 
Lewis, knowing the addrefs and infinuation of that ami- 
able princefs, and the great influence which fhe had 
gained over her brother, had engaged her to employ all 
her good offices, in order to detach England from the 
triple Teague, which, he knew, had fixed fuch unfur- 
mountable barriers to his ambition. ‘ That he might-the. 
better cover this negotiation, he pretended to vifit his 
frontiers, particularly the great works which he had 
undertaken at Dunkirk; and he carried the queen and 
26th May. the whole court along with him. While he remained on — 
the oppofite fhore, the dutchefs of Orleans went over to 
England ; and Charles met her at Dover, where they 
paffed ten days together in great mirth and feftivity. By 
her artifices and carefles, fhe prevailed on Charles to 
relinquifh the moft {ettled maxims of honour and policy, 
and to finifh his engagements with Lewis for the deftruc- 
Alliance tion. of Holland; as well as for the change of religion in 
withFrancee En gl and. 
Bur Lewis well knew Charles’s character, and the 
ufual Au€tuation of his counfels. In order to fix him in 
~ the French interefts, he refolved to bind him by the tyes 
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of pleafure, the only ones which with him were irrefift- C HA P. 
ible; and he made him a prefent of a French miftrefs, by Wo dee 
whofe means he hoped, for the future, to govern him. 167% 
The dutchefs of Orleans brought with her a young lady ~ 

of the name of Queroiiaille, whom the king carried to 
London, and foon after created dutchefs of Portfmouth. 

He was extremely attached to her during the whole courfe 

of his life; and fhe proved a great means of’ fupporting 


his connexions with her native country. 


THE fatisfa@tion, which Charles reaped from his new 

alliance, received a great check by the death of his fifter, 

' and ftill more by thofe melancholy circumftances. which 

i attended it. ler death was fudden, after a few days 

illnefs ; and fhe was feized with the malady upon drink- 

ing a glafs of fuccory-water. Strong fufpicions of poifon 

arofe in the court. of France, and were fpread all over 

Europe; and as -her hufband had difcovered many 

fymptoms of jealoufy and difcontent on account of her 

condué&t, he was univerfally believed to be the author of 

the crime. Charles himfelf, during fome time, was 

entirely convinced of his guilt; but upon receiving the 

atteftation of phyficians, who, on opening her body, 

__. found no foundation for the general rumour, he was, or 

pretended to be fatisfied. The duke of Orleans indeed 

did never, in any other circumftance of his life, betray 

fuch difpofitions as might lead him to fo criminal an 

action; and a lady, it is faid, drank the remains of the 

fame glafs, without fecling any inconvenience. ‘The 

fudden death of princes is commonly accompanied with 

: thefe difmal furmifes ; and therefore lefs weight is in this 
cafe to be laid on the fufpicions of the public. 


CuarzeEs, inftead of breaking with France upon this 
incident, took advantage of it to fend over Buckingham, 
under pretence of condoling with the duke of Orleans, 
but in reality to concert farther meafures for the projected 

Vot. VII, Hh war, 
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C©HAP.war. Never ambaflador received greater carefles. ‘The 
Pesaro more deftruétive the prefent meafures were to the interefts 
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of England, the more natural was it for Lewis to foad 
with civilities, and even with favours, thofe whom Ite 
could engage to promote them. 

Tue journey of Buckingham raifed ftrong fufpicions 
in Holland, which every circumftance tended ftill farther 
to confirm. Lewis made a fudden irruption into Lor- 
raine; and though he miffed feizing the duke himfelf, 
who had no furmife of the danger, and who narrowly 
efcaped, he was foon able, without refiftance, to make 
himfelf mafter of the whole country. The French 
monarch was fo far unhappy, that, though the moft 
tempting opportunitics offered themfelves, he had not 
commonly fo much as the pretence of equity and juttice 
to cover his ambitious meafures. This acquifition of 
Lorraine ought to have excited the jealoufy of the con- 
trating powers in the triple league, as much as an 
invafion of Flanders itfelf; yet did Charles turn a deaf 
ear to all remonftrances, made him upon that fubject. 


Bur what tended chiefly to open the eyes of de Wit 
and the States, with regard to the meafures of England, 
was the fudden recal of Sir William Temple. That 
minifter had fo firmly eftablifhed his character of honour 
and integrity, that he was believed incapable even of 
obeying his mafter’s commands, in promoting meafures 
which he efteemed pernicious to his country ; and fo long 
as he remained in employment, de Wit thought himfelf 
affured of the fidelity of England. Charles was fo fen- 
fible of this prepofleffion, that he ordered Temple ta 
leave his family at the Hague, and pretended, that that 
minifter would immediately return, after having conferred 
with the king about fome bufinefs, where his negotiation 
had met with obftructions. De Wit made the Dutch 
refident inform the Englith court, that he fhould confider 
9 ae 
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the recal of Temple as an exprefs declaration of a change C ie P. 
of meafures in England; and fhould even know what Sapa ted 


1670, 


interpretation to put upon any delay of his return. 


Wuite_ thefe meafures were fecretly in agitation, the aps mh 
parlia- 


parliament imet, according to adjournment. The king 
made a fhort fpeech, and left the bufinefs to be enlarged 
upon by the keeper. That minifter infifted much on the 
king’s great want of fupply ; the mighty encreafe of the 
naval power of France, now triple to what it was before 
the laft war with Holland; the decay of the Englith navy $ 
the neceffity of fitting out next year a fleet of fifty fail ; 
the obligations which the king lay under by feveral trea- 
ties to exert hinifelf for the common good of chriftendom. 
Among other treaties, he mentioned the triple alliance, 
and the defenfive league with the States, 

Tue artifice fucceeded. The houfe of commons, en- 
tirely fatisfied with the king’s meafures, voted him con- 
fiderable fupplies. A land tax fora year was impofed of 
a fhilling a pound ; two fhillings a pound on two thirds 
of the falaries of offices; fifteen fhillings on every hun~ 
dred pounds of bankers’ money and ftock ; an additional 
excife upon beer for fix years, and certain impofitions 
upon law proceedings for nine years. The parliament 
had never before been in a more liberal humour ; and ne- 
ver furely was it lefs merited by the counfels of the king 
and of his minifters, 

Tue commons pafled another bill, for laying a duty on 
tobacco, Scotch falt, glaffes, and fome other commodi- 
ties, Againft this bill the merchants of London appeared 
by petition before the houfe of lords. The lords entered 
into their reafons, and began to make amendments on the 
bill fent up by the commons. ‘This attempt was highly 
refented by the lower houfe, as an encroachment on the 
right, which they pretended to poffefs alone, of granting 
money to the crown, Many remonftrances pafled be- 
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C HAP. tween the two houfes; and by their altercations the king 


LXV 


—— was obliged to prorogue the parliament ; and he thereby 


1671. 
22d April. 


Joft the money which was intended him. This is the 
Jaft time that the peers have revived any pretenfions of 
that nature. Ever fince, the privilege of the commons, 
in all other places, except in the houfe of peers, has 
pafled for uncontroverted. : 

THERE was a private affair, which during this feffion 
difgufted the houfe of commons, and required fome pains 
to accommodate it. The ufual method of thofe who 
oppofed the court in the money bills, was, if they failed 
in the main vote, ‘as to the extent of the fupply, to levy 
the money upon fuch funds as they expected would be un~ 
acceptable, or would prove deficient. It was propofed 
to lay an impofition upon playhoufes : The courtiers ob- 
jeGted, that the players were the king’s fervants, and a 


part of his pleafure. Sir John Coventry, a gentleman of — 
“the country party, afked, “ whether the king’s pleafure’ 


« lay among the male or the female players 2?) Ais. 
ftroke of fatire was aimed at Charles, who, befides his 
miftrefles of higher quality, entertained at that time two 
attrefles, Davis and Nell Gwin. ‘The king received not 
the raillery with that good humour, which might have 
been expected. It was faid, that this being the fir time, 
that refpe& to majefly had been publicly violated, it 
was neceflary, by fome fevere chaftifement, to make Co- 
ventry an example to all who might incline to tread in his 
footfteps. Sands, Obrian, and fome other officers of the 
guards, were ordered to way-lay him, and to fet a mark 
upon him. He defended himfelf with bravery, and after 
wounding feveral of the affailants, was difarmed with 
fome difficulty. They cut his nofe to the bone, in order, 


as they faid, to teach him what refpet he owed to the 


king. The commons were inflamed by this indignity 


offered to one of their members, on account of words — 


fpoken 
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fpoken in the houfe. They paffed a law, which made it C HA P. 


capital to maim any perfon ; and they enacted, that thofe 


criminals, who had aflaulted Coventry, fhould be inca- 167% 
Coventry 


pable of receiving a pardon from the crown. sai 
ae THERE was another private affair tranfacted about this 
‘time, by which the king was as much expofed to the im- 
putation of a capricious lenity, as he was here blamed 
: for unneceflary feverity. Blood, a difbanded officer. of 
the proteétor’s, ‘had been engaged in the confpiracy for 
raifing an infurrection in Ireland ; and on account of this 
crime he himfelf had been attainted, and fome of his ac- 
complices capitally punifhed. ‘The,daring villain medi- Blood’s 
tated revenge upon Ormond, the lord lieutenant, Having a eae 
by artifice drawn off the duke’s footmen, he attacked his 
coach in the night time, as it drove along St. James’s 
ftreet in London; and he made himfelf mafter of his per- 
fon. He might here have finifhed the crime, had he not 
meditated refinements in his vengeance : He was refolved 
to hang the duke at Tyburn; and for that purpofe bound 
him, and mounted him on horfeback behind one of his 
companions. They were advanced a good way into the 
fields; when the duke, making efforts for his liberty, 
threw himfelf to the ground, and brought down with him 
the aflaffin to whom he was faftened. “They were ftrug- 
; gling together in the mire ; when Ormond’s fervants, 
| whom the alarm had reached, came and faved him. 
i Blood and his companions, firing their piftols in a hurry 
| at the duke, rode off, and faved themfelves by means of 
the darknefs, 

BucKINGHAM was at firft, with fome appearances of 
ing reafon, fufpeéted to be the author of this attempt. His 
profligate charaéter, and. his enmity againft Ormond, ex- 
pofed him to that imputation. Offory foon after came to 
court; and fecing Buckingham ftand. by the king, his 
| colour rofe, and he could not forbear exprefling himfelf 
Hh 3 to 
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to this purpofe. ‘* My lord, I know well, that you arg. 
at the bottom of this late attempt upom my father : 
But I give you warning ; if by any means he comes to 
< a violent end, I fhall not be at a lofs to know the au- 
“ thor: I fhall confider you as the affaffin : I fhall treat 
you as fuch; and wherever I meet you, I fhall piftol 
you, though } you ftood behind the king’s chair ; and I 
tell it you'in his majefty’s prefence, that you may be 
fure I fhall not fail of performance i.” If there was 
here any indecorum, it was eafily excufed in a generous 
youth, when his father’s life was expofed to danger. 

A LITTLE after, Blood formed a defign of carrying off 
the crown and regalia from the tower; adefign, to which 
he was prompted, as well by the furprifing boldnefs of the 
enterprize, as by the views of profit. He was near fuc- 
ceeding. He had bound and wounded Edwards, the 
keeper of the jewel-office, and had got out of the Tower 
with his prey ; but was overtaken and feized, with fome 
of his affociates. One of them was known to have been 
concerned i in the attempt upon Ormond ; and Blood was 
immediately concluded to be the ringleader. 
ftioned, he fran! kly avowed the enterprize ; 


When que- 
but refufed to 
“ The fear of death,” he faid, 
* fhould never engage him, either to deny a guilt, or 
s* betray a friend.” All thefe extraordinary ‘circum- 
ftances made him the general fubje& of converfation ; and 
the king was mov ed by an idle curiofity to fee and fpeak 
with a perfon, fo noted for his courage and his crimes. 
Blood might now efteem himfelf fecure of pardon ; and he 
wanted not addrefs to improve the opportunity. He told 
Charles, that he had been engaged, with others, in a de- 
fign to kill him with a atine pare Batterfea, where his 
majefty often went to bathe: That the caufe of this refo- 
jution was the feverity exercifed over the confciences of 


tell his accomplices, 
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the godly, in reftraining the liberty of their religious © poke Pp. 
aflemblies : That when he had taken his ftand among the ay 


reeds, full of thefe bloody refolutions, he found his heart 
checked with an awe of majefty ; and he not only relent- 
ed himfelf, but diverted his aflociates from their purpofe : 
That he had long ago brought himfelf to an entire indif- 
ference about life, which he now gave for loft ; yet could 
he not forbear warning the king of the danger which 
might attend his execution : That his aflociates had bound 
themfelves by the ftricteft oaths to revenge the death of 
any of their confederacy: And that no precaution or power 
could fecure any one from the effects of their defperate 
refolutions. 

Wuetuer thefe confiderations excited fear or admi- 
ration in the king, they confirmed his refolution of grant- 
ing a pardon to Blood ; but he thought it a requifite point 
of decency firft to obtain the duke of Ormond’s confent: 
Arlington came to Ormond in the king’s name, and de- 
fired that he would not profecute Blood, for reafons 
which he was commanded to give him. The duke re- 
plied, that his majefty’s commands were the only reafon, 
that could be given; and being fufficient, he might there- 
fore {pare the reft. Charles carried his kindnefs to Blood 
ftill farther: He granted him an eftate of five hundred 
pounds a year in Ireland; he encouraged his attendance 
about his perfon ; he fhowed him great countenance, and 
many applied to him for promoting their pretenfions at 
court. And while old Edwards, who had bravely ven- 
tured his life, and had been wounded, in defending the 
crown and regalia, was forgotten and neglected, this 
man, who deferved only to be ftared at, and detefted as 
a monfter, became a kind of favourite. 

Errors of this nature in private life have often as 
bad an influence as mifcarriages, in which the public is 
more immediately concerned. Another incident hap- 
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c bY pened this year, which infufed a general difpleafure, and 
Keynes {till greater apprehenfions, into all men. ‘The dutchefs 
367% of York died; and in her laft ficknefs, fhe made open ~ 
profeffion of the Romifh religion, and finifhed her life in 
that communion. ‘This put an end to that thin difguife, 
which the duke had hitherto worne; and he now openly 
Duke de- declared his converfion to the church of Rome, Unac- 
os ene countable terrors of popery, ever fince-the acceffion-of the 
houfe of Stuart, had prevailed throughout the nation ; 
but thefe had formerly been found fo groundlefs, and had _ 
been employed to fo many bad purpofes, that furmifes of 
this nature were likely to meet with the lefs credit among 
all men of fenfe ; and nothing but the duke’s imprudent 
bigotry could: have convinced the whole nation of his 
change of religion. Popery, which had hitherto been 
only a hideous fpectre, was now become a real ground of 
terror; being openly and zealoufly embraced by the heir™ 
to the crown, a prince of induftry and enterprize ; while 
the king himfelf was not entirely free from like fufpi- 
cions. 
_ - Ir is probable, that the new alliance with France in- 
fpired the duke with the courage to make open profeffion 
of his religion, and rendered him more carelefs of the 
affections and efteem of the Englifh. This alliance be- - 
came every day more apparent. Temple was declared fa 
pe no longer ambaffador to the States; and Downing, 
whom the Dutch regarded as the inveterate enemy of their 
republic, was fent over in his ftead. A ground of quar- 
rel was fought by means of a yacht, difpatched for lady 
Temple, The captain failed through the Dutch fleet, 
which lay on their own coafts; and he had orders ta 
make them ftrike, to fire on them, and to perfevere till 
they fhould return his fire. The Dutch admiral, Van 
Ghent, furprifed at this bravado, came on board the 
yacht, and expreffed his willingneis to pay refpect to the 
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ritifh flag, according to former practice: But that aC HAP. 
fleet, on their own coafts, fhould ftrike toa fingle veflel, BEY ca 
and that not a fhip of war, was, he faid, fuch aninno- 1678. 
yation, that he durft not, without exprefs orders, agree 
to it. The captain, thinking it dangerous to renew 
firing in the midft of the Dutch fleet, continued his 
yoyage ; and for that neglect of orders was committed to 
the Tower. 

Tuis incident, however, furnifhed Downing with a 
new article to encreafe thofe vain pretences, on which it 
was propofed to ground the intended rupture. The Eng- 
lifh court delayed’ feyeral months before they complained ; 
left, if they had demanded fatisfaction more early, the 
Dutch might have had time to grant it. Even when 
Downing delivered his memorial, he was bound by his 
inftructions not to accept of any fatisfaction after a certain 
number of days ;. a very imperious manner of negotiating, 
and impracticable in Holland, where the forms of the 
republic render delays abfolutely unavoidable. An an- 
fwer, however, though refufed by Downing, was fent 
over to London ; with an ambaflador extraordinary, who 
had orders to ufe every expedient, that might pive fatif- 
faction to the court of England, ‘That court replied, 
that the anfwer of the Hollanders was ambiguous and ob- 
{cure ; but they would not fpecify the articles or expre{- 
fions, which were liable to that objection. - ‘The Dutch 
ambaflador defired the Englith miniftry to draw the anfwer 
in what terms they pleafed; and he engaged to fign it; 
The Englith miniftry replied, that it was not their bufi- 
nefs to draw papers for the Dutch. The ambaflador 
brought them the draught of an article, and afked them 
whether it was fatisfactory : The Englifh anfwered, that, 
when he had figned and delivered it, they would tell him 
their mind concerning it. The Dutchman refolved to 
fign it at a venture ;-and on his demanding a new con- 
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€ HA Ps ference, an hour was appointed for that purpofe: Byt 
~~ when he attended, the Englith refufed to enter upon bu- 
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finefs, and told him, that the feafon for negotiating was 
now patt *, 


Lowc and frequent prorpgations were made of the par- 
Iiament ; left the houfes fhould declare themfelves with 
vigour againft counfels, fo oppofite to the inclination as 
well as intereft of the public. Could we fuppofe, that 
Charles, in his alliance againft Holland, really meant the 
good of his people, that meafure muft pafs for an extra- 
ordinary, nay, a romantic, ftrain of patriotifm, which 
could lead him, in fpite of all difficulties, and even in 
Spite of themfelves, to feek the happinefs of the nation. 
But every ftep, which he took in this affair, became a 
proof to all men of penetration, that the prefent war was 
intended againft the religion and liberties of his own fub- 
jects, even more than againft the Dutch themfelves. He 
now acted in every thing, as if he were already an abfo- 
lute monarch, and was never more to lie under the con- 
troul of national affemblies. 

Tue long prorogations of parliament, if they freed the 
king from the importunate remonftrances of that affem- 
bly, were however attended with this inconvenience, that 
no money could be procured to carry on the military pre- 
parations againft Holland. Under pretence of maintain- 
ing the triple league, which, at that very time, he had 
firmly refolved to break, Charles had obtained a large fup~ 
ply from the commons; but this money was foon exhaufted 
by debts and expences. France had ftipulated to pay two 
hundred thoufand pounds a year during the war; but that 


fupply was inconfiderable, compared to the immenfe- 


charge of the Englifh navy. It feemed as yet premature 
to venture on levying money, without confent of parlia- 
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ment 5 
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ment; fince the power of taxing themfelves was the pri- © H 2 Eo 
vilege, of which the Englifh were, with reafon, particu , , 


larly. jealous. Some other refource muft be fallen on, 
The king had declared, that the ftaff of treafurer was 
ready for any one, that could find an expedient for fup- 
plying the prefent neceffities. Shaftefbury dropped a hint 
to Clifford, which the latter immediately feized, and car- 
ried to the king, who granted him the promifed reward, 
together with a peerage. ‘This expedient was fhutting 
up the Exchequer, and retaining all the payments, which 
fhould be made into it, 

Ir had been ufual for the bankers to carry their money 
to the Exchequer, and to advance it upon fecurity of the 
funds, by which they were afterwards re-imburfed, when 
the money was levied on the public. ‘The bankers, by 
this traffic, got eight, fometimes ten, per cent, for fums, 
which either had been configned to them without intereft, 
or which they had borrowed at fix per cent. : Profits, 
which they dearly paid for by this egregious tiredich of 
public faith, ‘The meafure was fo fuddenly taken, that 
none had warning of the danger. A general confufion 
prevailed in the city, followed by the ruin of many. 
The bankers {topped payment ; the merchants could an- 
fwer no bills; diftruft teok place every where, with a 
ftagnation of commerce, by which the public was univer- 
fally affected, And men, full of difmal apprehenfions, 
afked each other, what muit be the fcope of thofe mytte- 
rious counfels, whence the parliament and all men of 
honour were excluded, and which commenced by the for- 
feiture of public credit, and an open violation of the moft 
folemn engagements, both foreign and domettic. 
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ANOTHER meafure of the court contains fomething Declaration 


laudable, when confidered in itfelf; but if we reflect on 
the motive whence it proceeded, as well as the time when 
jt was embraced, it will furnifh a ftrong proof of the 

arbitrary 


of indul- 
gence, 
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arbitraty and dangerous counfels, purfued at prefent by 
the king and his miniftry, Charles refolved to make ufe 
of his fupreme power in ecclefiaftical matters ; a power, 
he faid, which was not only inherent in him, but which 
had been recognized by feveral acts of parliament. By 
virtue of this authority, he iffued a proclamation; fuf- 
pending the penal laws, enaéted againft all nonconformifts 
or recufants whatfoever; and granting to the proteftant 
diflenters the public exercife of their religion, to the ca- 
tholics the exercife of it in private houfes. A fruitlefs 
experiment of this kind, oppofed by the parliament, and 
retracted by the king, had already been made a few years 
after the reftoration ; but Charles expeted, that the par- 


liament, whenever it fhould meet, would now be tamed. 


to greater fubmiffion, and would no longer dare to con- 
troul his meafures. Meanwhile, the diffenters, the mot 
inveterate enemies to the court, were mollified by thefe 
indulgent maxims: And the catholics, under their fhel- 
ter, enjoyed more liberty than the laws had hitherto 
allowed them, ’ 

Ar the fame time, the act of navigation was fufpended 
by royal will and pleafure: A meafure, which, though 
a firetch of prerogative, feemed ufeful to commerce, 
while all the feamen were employed on board the royal 
nayy. A like fufpenfion had been granted, during the 
firft Dutch war,,.and was not much remarked ; becaufe 
men had, at that time, entertained lefs jealoufy. of the 
crown. A proclamation was alfo iffued, containing rigo- 
rous claufes in favour of preffing : Another full of me- 
naces again{t thofe who prefumed to {peak undutifully of 
his majefty’s meafures, and even againft thofe who heard 
fuch difcourfe, unlefs they. informed in due time. againft 
the offenders : Another againft importing or vending any 
fort of painted earthen ware, .‘* except thofe of China, 
§* upon pain of being grievoufly fined, and fuffering the 
s¢ utmoft 
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CHARLES: If 


& ytmoft punifhment, which might be lawfully infli&ed 
s¢ upon contemners of his majefty’s royal authority.” 
An army had been levied ; and it was found, that difci- 
pline could not be enforced without the exercife of martial 
law, which was therefore eftablifhed by order of council, 
though contrary to the petition of right. All thefe acts 
of power, how little important foever in themfelves, fa- 
voured ftrongly of arbitrary government, and were no- 
wife fuitable to that. legal adminiftration, which the par~ 
liament, after fuch violent convulfions and civil wars, 
had hoped to have eftablifhed in the kingdom. 

Ir may be worth remarking, that the lord-keeper re- 
fufed to affix the great {eal to the declaration for fufpending 
the penal laws ; and was for that reafon, though under 
other pretences, removed from his office, Shaftefbury 
was made chancellor in his place; and thus another men~ 
ber of the Cabal received the reward of his counfels. 

Forericn tranfactions kept pace with thefe domeftic 
occurrences. An attempt, before the declaration of war, 
was made on the Dutch Smyrna fleet by Sir Robert 
Holmes. ‘That fleet confifted of feventy fail, valued at’a 
million and a half; and the hopes of feizing fo rich a 
prey had been a great motive for engaging Charles in the 
prefent war, and he had confidered that capture as a prin- 
cipal refource for fupporting his military enterprizes. 
Holmes, with nine frigates and three yachts, had orders 
to go on this command ; and he pafled Sprague in the 
channel, who was returning home with a {quadron from 
a cruize in the Mediterranean. Sprague informed him of 
the near approach of the Hollanders; and had: not Holmes, 
from a defire of engrofling the honour and profit of the 
enterprize, kept the fecret of his orders, the conjunction 
of thefe {quadrons had rendered the fuccefs infallible. 
When Holmes approached the Dutch, he put on an ‘ami- 
cable appearance, .and invited the admiral, Van Nefs, 
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who commanded the convoy, to coimé on board of him ! 


Gee One of his captains gave a like infidious invitation to thé 


2672, 


rear-admiral. But thefe officers weré on their guard, 
They had received an intimation of thé hoftile intentions 
of the Englifh} ard had already put all thé fhips of war 
and merchant-men in an excellent pofture of defence. 
‘Three times were they valiantly aflailed by the Englith ; 
and as often did they valiantly defend themfelves. In the 
third attack one of the Dutch fhips of war was taken ; 
and three or four of their moft inconfiderable merchant- 
men fe]l into the enemies’ hands: The tefl; fighting 
with fill and courage; continued their courfe; and fa- 
voured by a mift, got fafe into their own harbours. This 
attempt is denominated petfidious and pyratical by the 
Dutch writers, and even by many of the Englifh. It 


merits at leaft the appellation of irregular ; and as it had 
. been attended with bad fuccefs, it brought double fhamie 


tipon the contrivers. The Englifh miniftry endeavoured 
to apologize for the action, by pretending that it was a 
¢cafual rentounter; arifing from the obftinacy of the Dutch, 
in refufing the honours of the flag: But the contrary was 
fo well known, that even Holmes himfelf had not the 
affurance to perfift in this afleveration; 


*T It this incident the States, notwithftanding all the 
menaces and preparations of the Englifh, never believed 
them thoroughly in earneft ; and had always expeéted, 
that the affair would terminate, either in fome demands 
of money, or in fome propofals for the advancement of 
the prince of Orange. The French themfelves had never 
much reckoned on affiftance from England ; and fcarcely 
could believe, that their ambitious projeéts would, con- 
trary to every maxim of honour and policy, be forwarded 
by that power, which was moft interefted, and moft able 
to oppofe them. But Charles was too far advanced to 
retreat, He immediately iflued a declaration of war 

againit 


CRA ES AE 

againft the Dutch; and furely reafons more falfe and fri- 
volous never were employed to juftify a flagrant Violation 
of treaty. Some complaints are there made of injuries 
done to the Eaft India company, which yet that company 
difavowed : The detention of fome Englifh in Surinam 
is mentioned ; though it appears, that thefe perfons had 
voluntarily remained there: The refufal of a Dutch fleet 
on their own coafts to ftrike to an Englifh yacht, is much 
aggravated : And to piece up all thefe pretenfions, fome 


abufive pictures are mentioned, and reprefented as a ground 


of quarrel. The Dutch were long at a lofs what to 
make of this article; till it was difcovered, that a portrait 
of Cornelius de Wit, brother to the penfionary, painted 
by order of certain magiftrates of Dort, and hung up in 
a chamber of the town-houfe, had given occafion to the 
complaint. In the perfpective of this portrait, the 
painter had drawn fome {hips on fire in a harbour. This 
was conftrued to be Chatham, where de Wit had really 
diftinguifhed himfelf, and had acquired honour; but 
little did he imagine, that, while the infult itfelf, com- 
mitted in open war, had fo long been forgiven, the 
picture of it fhould draw fuch fevere vengeance upon his 
country. The conclufion of this manifefto, where the 
king {till profefled his refolution of adhering to the triple 
alliance, was of a piece with the reft of it. 

Lewis’s declaration of war contained more dignity, 
if undifguifed violence and injuftice could merit that 
appellation. He pretended only, that the behaviour of 
the Hollanders had been fuch, that it did not confift with 
his glory any longer to bear it. That monarch’s prepa- 
rations were in great forwardnefs; and his ambition was 
flattered with the moft promifing views of fuccefs. 
Sweden was detached from the triple league: The bifhop 
of Munfter was engaged by the payment of fubfidies to 
take part with France; The elector of Cologne had 

entered 
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© H_ A P.entered into the fame alliance; and having configned 
LXV, 5 adda cf Tear 
4 , Bonne and other towns into the hands of Lewis, maga- 
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zines were there ereCted; and it was from that quarter 
that France propofed to invade the United Provinces, 
The ftanding force of that. kingdom amounted to a 
hundred and eighty thoufand men; and with more than 
half of this great army was the French king now ap- 
proaching to the Dutch frontiers. The order, ceconomy, 
and induftry of Colbert, fubfervient equally to the am- 
bition of the prince and happinefs of the people, fur- 
nifhed unexhaufted treafures: ‘Thefe, employed by the 
unrelenting vigilance of Louvois, fupplied every military 
preparation, and facilitated all the enterprizes of the 
army: Condé, Turenne, feconded by Luxembourg, 
Crequi, and the moft renowned generals of the age, 
conducted this army, and by their-conduct and reputation 
infpired courage into every one. The monarch himéelf, 
furrounded with a brave nobility, animated his troops by 
the profpe&t of reward, or, what was more valued, by 
the hopes of ‘his approbation. The fatigues of war gave 
no interruption to gaiety: Its dangers furnifhed matter 
for glory: And in no enterprize did the genius of that 
gallant and polite people ever break out with more diftin- 
guifhed luftre. 

THoucu de Wit’s intelligence in foreign courts was 
not equal to the vigilance of his domeftic adminiftration, 
he had, long before, received many furmifes of this fatal 
confederacy ; but he prepared not for defence, fo early or 
with fuch induftry, as the danger required. An union of 
England with France was evidently, he faw, deftruCtive 
to the interefts of the former kingdom ; and therefore, 
overlooking or ignorant of the humours and fecret views 
of Charles, he concluded it impoffible, that fuch per- 
nicious projects could ever really be carried into execution. 


Secure in this fallacious reafoning, he allowed the repub- 
lic 


CHARLES It. 


lic to remain too Jong in that defencclefs fituation, into 
which many concurring accidents had confpired to throw 


her. 
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By a continued and fuccefsful application to commerce, Weaknefs of 


the people were become unwarlike, and confided entirely 
for their defence in that mercenary army, which they 
maintained. After the treaty of Weftphalia, the States, 
trufting to their peace with Spain, and their alliance with 
France, had broken a great part of this army, and did 
not fupport with fufficient vigilance the difcipline of the 
troops which remained, When the ariftocratic party 
prevailed, it was thought prudent to difmifs many of the 
old experienced officers, who were devoted to the houfe 
of Orange; and their place was fupplied by raw youths, 
the fons or kinfen of burgomafters, by whofe intereft 
the party was fupported. Thefe new officers, relying on 
the credit of their friends and family, neglected their 
military duty; and fome of them, it is faid, were even 
allowed to ferve by deputies, to whom they affigned a 
{mall part of their pay. During the war with England, 
all the forces of that nation had been difbanded: Lewis’s 
invafion of Flanders, followed by the triple league, 
occafioned the difmiffion of the French regiments: And 
the place of thefe troops, which had ever had a chief 
fhare in the honour and fortune of all the wars in the 
Low Countries, had not been fupplied by any new levies. 

De Wir, fenfible of this dangerous fituation, and 
alarmed by the reports which came from all quarters, 
exerted himfelf to fupply thofe defects, to which it was 
not eafy of a fudden to provide a fuitable remedy. But 
every propofal, which he could make, met with oppofition 
from che Orange party, now become extremely formidable. 
The long and uncontrouled adminiftration of this ftatef- 
man had begot envy: The prefent incidents roufed up 
his enemies and opponents, who afcribed to his mif- 

Vou. Vi. li conduct 
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c ek P. conduét alone the bad fituation of the republic: And, 
tena aboveall, the popular affection to the young prince, 


1672... 


which had fo long been: held in violent conftraint,-and 
had. thence acquired new acceffion of force, began to 


difplay.itfelf, and to threaten the commonwealth with 


fome great convuliions . William III, prince of Orange, 
was inthe twenty-fecond year of his age,. and gave ftrong 
indications.of thofe great qualities, by which his life was 


afterwards fo much difting uifhed. .De Wit himfelf, by 
- sining him an excellent education, and inftru@ing him 
-in all the principles. of government and found policy, 


had cil contributed to make his rival formidable. 
Dreading the precarious fituation of his own party, he 
was always xefolved, he faid, by conveying to the prince 
the knowledge of affairs, to sender him capable of ferving 


whis country, if any future emergence fhould ever how 
the adminiftration into his hands. The condua of 


William had hitherto, been extremely laudable. Not- 
withftanding his. powerful alliances with. England and 
Brandenburgh, he had exprefled his refolution of depend- 
ing entirely on the States for his advancement; and the 
whole tenor of his behaviour.fuited extremely the genius 


of that people. . Silent and thoughtful ; given to hear ~ 


and.to enquire; of a found and. fteady underftanding ; 
firm in what he once refolved, or once denied; _ ftrongly 
intent on bufinefs, litcle on pleafure: By thefe virtues he 
engaged the attention of all men. “And the people, fen- 
fible that they owed their liberty, and very exiftence, 
to his’ family, and pipe hes that his great’ uncle, 
Maurice, had been able; even. in more ‘yearly youth, “to 
defend them againft ine exorbitant power of Spain, were 
defirous of rai this prince to all the authority of his 
anceftors, and hoped, from his valour ‘and condué alone, 
to receive SieeeaOR againft thofe immipént “dangers, 
with which they were’at prefent threatened; 


WHILE 
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Waite .thefe two powerful, factions ftrugeled for © 
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fuperiority, every {cheme for defence was oppofed, every net 


project retarded. What was determined with difficulty, 
was executed without vigour.- Levies indeed were made, 
and the army compleated to feventy thoufand men': “he 
prince was appointed both general and admiral of the 
commonwealth, and the whole military power was put 
into-his hands, . But new troops could not of a fudden 
acquire difcipline and experience: And the partizans of 
the prince were till nfatisfied, as. long as the perpetual 
ediét, {fo it was called, remained in force; by which he 
was excluded from the ftadtholderfhip, and from ail fhare 
in the civil adminiftration. 

Ir had always been ‘the maxim of de Wit’s party to 
cultivate naval affairs with extreme care, and to give the 
fleet a preference above the army, which they reprefented 
as the object of an unreafonable partiality in the princes 
of Orange. The two violent wars, which had of ‘late 

een waged with England, had exercifed the valour, and 
‘improved the {kill of the failors. And, above “all, de 
Ruyter, the greateft fea commander of the’ age, was 
clofely connected with the Loveftein: party; — and-every 
one was difpofed, with confidence and alacrity, to obey 
him... The equipment of the fleet was therefore haftened 
by de Wit; in hopes, that, by ftriking at firft a fuccefs- 
ful blow, he might infpire courage into the’ difmayed 
States, and fupport his own declining authority. He 
feems to have been, in a peculiar manner, enraged againft 
the Englifh; and he-refolved to take revenge on them for 
their conduct, of which, he thought, he himfelf and his 
country had fuch reafon to complain, By the offer of a 
clofe alliance and confederacy for mutual defence, they 
had feduced the republic to quit the alliance of France ; 
but no fooner had fhe embraced thefe meafures, than 

1 Temple, vol. is ps 75: 
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they formed leagues for her deftruction, with that very 


coe power, which they had treacheroufly engaged her to 
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offend. In the midft of full peace, nay, during an inti- 
mate union, they had attacked her commerce, her only 
means of fubfiftence; and, moved by fhameful rapacity, 
had invaded that property, which, from a reliance on 
their faith, they had hoped to find unprotected and 
defencelefs. Contrary to their own vifible intereft, as 
well as to their honour, they ftill retained a malignant 
refentment for her fuccefsful conclufion of the former 
war; a war, which had, at firft, {prung from their own 
wanton infolence and ambition. To reprefs fo dangerous 


an enemy, would, de Wit imagined, give peculiar plea- . 


fure, and contribute to the future fecurity of his country, 
whofe profperity was fo much the object of general envy. 


AcTuateEp by like motives and views, de Ruyter put 
to fea with a formidable fleet, confifting of ninety-one 
fhips of war and forty-four fire-fhips. Cornelius de Wit 
was on board, as deputy from the States.. They failed in 
queft of the Englith, who were under the command of 
the duke of York, and who had already joined the French 
under marefchal d’Etrées. The combined fleets lay at 
Solebay in a very negligent pofture ; and Sandwich, be- 
ing an experienced officer, had given the duke warning 
of the danger; but received, it is faid, fuch an anfweras 
intimated, that there was more of caution than of courage 


-in his apprehenfions. Upon the appearance of the enemy, 
every one ran to his poft with precipitation, and many 


fhips were obliged to cut their cables, in order to be in 


_readinefs. Sandwich commanded the van; and though 


determined to conquer or to perifh, he fo tempered his 
courage with prudence, that the whole fleet was vifibly 


indebted to him for its fafety. He haftened out of the - 


bay, where it had been eafy for de Ruyter with his firé- 
fhips to have deftroyed the combined fleets, which were 
crowded 
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ttowded together ; and by this wife meafure he gave time © H A Ps 
to the duke of York, who commanded the main body, as 


and to marefchal d’Etrées, admiral of the rear, to dif- 
engage themfelves. He himfelf meanwhile rufhed into 
battle with the Hollanders ; and by prefenting himfelf to 
every danger, had drawn upon him all the braveft of the 
enemy. He killed Van Ghent, a Dutch admiral, and 
beat off his fhip: He funk another fhip, which ventured 
to lay him aboard: He funk three fire-fhips, which en- 
deayoured to grapple with him: And though his veflel 
Was torn in pieces with fhot, and of a thoufand men 
fhe contained, near fix hundred were laid dead upon the 
deck, he continued ftill to thunder with all his artillery 
in the midft of the enemy. But another fire-fhip, more 
fortunate than the preceding, having laid hold of his 
veflel, her deftruétion was now inevitable. Warned by 
Sir Edward Haddock, his captain, he refufed to make 
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his efcape, and bravely embraced death as a fhelter from sandwich 
that ignominy, which a rafh expreffion of the duke, he Killed. 


thought, had thrown upon him. 

Durineo this fierce engagement with Sandwich, de 
Ruyter remained not inactive. He attacked the duke of 
York, and fought him with fuch fury for above two 
hours, that of two and thirty aétions,’ in which that 
admiral had been engaged, he declared this combat to 
be the moft obftinately difputed. The duke’s fhip was fo 
fhattered, that he was obliged to leave her, and remove 
his flag to another. His {quadron was overpowered with 
numbers ; till Sir Jofeph Jordan, who had fucceeded to 
Sandwich’s command, came to his affiftance; and the 
fight, being more equally balanced, was continued till 
night, when the Dutch retired, and were not followed 
by the Englifh. The lofs fuftained by the fleets of the 

“two maritime powers was nearly equal, if it did not 


li3 ; rather . 
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rather fall more heavy on the Englifh. ‘The French” 


et fuffered very little, becaufe they had fcarcely been en~ 


I 672. 


wath May. 


Progrefs of 
the French. 


gaged in the action; and as this backwardnefs is not their 
national character, it was concluded, that they had re= 
ceived orders to fpare their fhips, while the Dutch and 
Englith fhould weaken each other by their mutual ant- 
mofity. Almoft all the other a€tions during the prefent 


war tended to confirm this fufpicion, 


Ir might be deemed honourable for the Dutch to have 
fought with fome advantage the combined fects of two 
fuch powerful nations ; but nothing lefs than a complete 
victory could ferve the purpofe of de Wit, or fave his 
country from thofe calamities, which from every quarter 
threatened to overwhelm her. He had expected, that the 
French would make their attack on the fide of Maeftricht, 
which was well fortified, and provided with a good 
garrifon; but Lewis, taking advantage of his alliance 
with Cologne, refolved to invade the enemy from ‘that 
quarter, which he knew to be more feeble and defence- 
lefs. The armies of that elector, and thofe of Munfter 
appeared on the other fide of the Rhine, and divided the 
force and attention of the States. The Dutch troops, 
too weak to defend fo extenfive a frontier, were fcattered 
into fo many towns, that no confiderable body remained 
in the field; and a ftrong garrifon was fcarcely to be 
found in any fortrefs. Lewis pafled the Meufe at Vifet ; 
and laying fiege to Orfoi, a town of the elector of Bran- 
denburgh, but garrifoned by the Dutch, he carried it in 


“three days. He divided his army, and invefted at once 


Burik, Wefel, Emerik, and Rhimberg, four places regu- 
larly fortified, and not unprovided of troops; In a few 
days all thefe places were furrendered. A general afto- 
nifhment had feized the Hollanders, from the combination 


sof fuch: powerful princes againft the republic; and no 
= where was refiftance made, fuitable to the ancient glory 


CHARLES II. 


er prefent greatnéfs of the ftate. Governors without 
éxperience commanded troops Without difcipline; and 
defpair had univerfally extinguifhed that fenfe of honour, 
by which alone, men, in fuch dangetous extremities; 


Gai be animated to 4 valorous defence. 


_ Lewis advanced to the banks of the Rhine, which*he 24 June: 


prepared to pafs. To all’ the other calamities of the 
Dutch was added the extreme drought of the feafon, . by 
which ‘the greateft. rivers were much diminifhed, and in 
fome place’ rendered fordable. The -French cavalry 
animated by the prefence of their‘prince, full of impetus 
us courage, but ranged in exact order, flung themfelves 
tito the river: ‘The infantry paffed in boats: A few 
regiments of Dutch appeared on the other fide, who were 


unable to make refifta 


nce. And thus was executed with- 
out danger, but not without glory, the paflage of the 
Rhine; fo much celebrated, at that time, by the flattery 
of the French’ courtiers, and tranfmitted ‘to pofterity by 
the more durable flattery of their poets. 

Facw fuccefs added courage to the conquerots, and. 
fruck the vanquifhed with difmay. The ‘prince of 
Orange, though prudent beyond his age, was but. newly 
adyanced to the command, uAacquainted with the armys 
unknown to them; and’alf'men, by reafon of the violent 
“fa8ions which prevailed, were uncertain of the authority, 
on which they muft depend. It was expected, that the 
fort of Skink, famous for the fieges which it had. for- 
inerly fuftained, would make fomerefiftance; but it 
yielded to Turenne in afew days. ‘The fame general 
made himfelf mafter of Arnheim; Knotzembourg; and 


1 


re them.’ “Doel- 


*“Nimeguen, as foon as he appeared 
bourg at the fame time opened its gates to’ Lewis: Soon 
after, Harderwic, Amersfort, Campen, Rhenen, Viane, 
‘Elberg,” Zwol, Cuilemberg, Wageninguen, Lochem, 
Woerden, fell into the enemies’. hands, © Grell atid 

lis Deventer 
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Deventer furrendered to the marefchal Luxembourg; 


——~ who commanded the troops of Munfter. And every 


1672. 


2sth June, 


hour brought to the States news of the rapid progrefs of 
the French, and of the cowardly defence of their own 
garrifons. 

THE prince of Orange, with his fmall and difcouraged 
army, retired into the province of Holland; where he 
expected, from the natural ftrength of the country, fince 
all human art and courage failed, to be able to make fome 
refiftance. The town and province of Utrecht fent de- 
puties, and furrendered themfelves to Lewis. Naerden, 
a place within three leagues of Amfterdam, was feized 
by the marquis of Rochfort ; and had he pufhed on to 
Muyden, he had eafily got poffeffion of it. Fourteen 
ftragglers of his army having appeared before the gates of 
that town, the magiftrates fent them the keys; but a 
fervant maid, who was alone in the caftle, having raifed 
the drawbridge, kept them from taking poffeffion of that 
fortrefs. ‘The magiftrates afterwards, finding the party 
fo weak, made them drunk, and took the keys from them, 
Muyden is fo near to Amfterdam, that its cannon may 
infeft the fhips which enter that city. 

Lewis with a fplendid court made a folemn entry into 
Utrecht, full of glory, becaufe every where attended with, 
fuccefs ; though more owing to the cowardice and mif- 
conduct of his enemies, than to his own valour or pru- 
dence. Three provinces were already in his hands, 
Guelderland, Overyffel, and Utrecht ; Groninghen was 
threatened ; Friezeland lay expofed: The-only difficulty 
lay in Holland and Zealand ; and the monarch deliberated 


concerning the proper meafures for reducing them. 


Condé and Turenne exhorted him to difmantle all the 
towns, which he had taken, except a few; and fortifying 
his main army by the garrifons, put himéfelf in a coridi- 
tion of pufhing his conquefts. Louvois, hoping that 

2 the 
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the other provinces, weak and difmayed, would prove an ca 
eafy prey, advifed him to keep pofleffion of places, which Pras 2 3 
might afterwards ferve to retain the people in fubjection, 367% 
His council was followed; though it was found, foon 

after, to have been the moft impolitic. 

Meanwuite the people, throughout the republic, in- Confternae 
ftead of colle&ting a noble indignation againft the haughty —= = 
conqueror, difcharged their rage upon their own unhappy 
minifter, on whofe prudence and integrity every one 
formerly beftowed the merited applaufe. The bad con- 
dition of the armies was laid to his charge: The ill 
choice of governors was afcribed to his partiality: As 
inftances of cowardice multiplied, treachery was fufpect- 
ed; and his former connections with France being re- 
membered, the populace believed, that he and his parti- 
zans had now combined to betray them to their moft 
mortal enemy. The prince of Orange, notwithftanding 
his youth and inexperience, was looked on as the only 
faviour of the ftate; and men were violently driven by 
their fears into his party, to which they had always been 
ted by favour and inclination. 

AMSTERDAM alone feemed to retain fome courage 5 
‘and by forming a regular plan of defence, endeavoured to 
infufe fpirit into the other cities. The magiftrates ob- 

Jiged the burgeffes to keep a ftri€t watch: The populace, 
whom want of employment might engage to mutiny, 
were maintained by regular pay, and armed fer the de- 
fence of the public. Some fhips, which lay ufelefs in 
the harbour, were refitted, and ftationed to guard the city : 
And the fluices being optned, the neighbouring country, 
without regard to the damage fuftained, was laid under 
water, All the province followed the example, and 
fcrupled not, in this extremity, to reftore to the fea thofe 
fertile fields, which with great art and expence had been 
‘won from it. 
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Tue ftates were aflembled, to confider, whether any 
ian means were left to fave the remains of their lately flou-. 
rifhing, and now diftrefled. Commonwealth. Though 


they were furrounded with ,waters, which barred all ac- 
cefs to the enemy, their deliberations were not conduéted 
with that tranquillity, which could alone fuggeft mea- 
fures, proper to extricate them from their prefent diffi- 
culties. The nobles gave their vote, that provided their 
religion, liberty, and fovercignty could be faved, every 
thing ¢lfe fhould without fcruple be facrificed to the con- 
queror, Eleven towns concurred in the fame fentiments. 
Amfterdam fingly declared againft all treaty with info- 
lent and triumphant.enemies: But notwithftanding that 
oppolition, ambafladors were difpatched to implore the 


_pity of the two.combined, m nonarchs. It-was refolved to 


facrifice-to Lewis, , Macftricht and. all the frontier towns, 

which lay without the bounds of the feyen provinces; and 

to pay him a large fum for the charges of the war.  _ 
Lewis deliberated: with his.minifters Louvois and 


Pomponne, concerning the meafures which he fhould 
embrace in -the prefent emergence ;. and fortunately for 


Europe, he {till preferred the violent counfels of the 


former. He-offered to evacuate, his conquefts on con- 


dition, that all duties-lately impofed on the commodities 


of France, fhould. be taken off: That the public exer- 
cife of the Romith-religion fhould be permitted in the 


_ United Provinces ; the churches fhared with the catholics; 


and their priefts maintained. by appointments from_the 
States: That all the frontier towns. of the republic 
fhould be yielded.to him, together .with Nimeguen, 
Skink, Knotzembourg, and that part of Guelderland 
which lay.on the other fide.of the Rhine; as likewife 
the ifle of Bommel, that. of Voorn, the fortrefs of St. 
Andrew, thofeof Louveftein and Crevecceur:. That the 
States fhould pay him the fum of twenty millions of 

livres 
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Yivtes for the charges of the war: That they fhould‘every CHA P. 
; } a aa as ae EE 
ear fend him a folemn embafly, and prefent him with @ tes 

gold medal, as an. acknowledgment, that they owed to 161% 
him the prefervation of that liberty, which, by the afi. 
ance of his predeceflors, they had formerly acquired: And 
that they fhould ‘give entire fatisfaétion to the king of 
Encland : And he allowed them butiten days for theiac- 
ceptance of thefe demands. 
© Fie ambailadors, fent to London, met with fill worfe 
reception: No minifter was allowed to treat with them 5 
and ‘they were retained in a kind of confinement. But 
notwithftanding this" rigorous conduct of the court, 
the prefence of the Dutch ambaffadors excited the fenti- 
ments of tender Compaffion, and even indignation, among 
the people in general, but efpecially among thofe who 
could forefee the aim and refult of thofe dangerous coun= 
fels. The ‘two moft powerful monarchs, they faid, in 
Europe, the one by land, the other by fea, have, con- 
trary to the faith of folemn treaties, combined to exter~ 
minate an illuftrious republic: What a difmal profpect 
does their fuccefs afford to the neighbours of the one, 
and ‘to the fubjeéts of the other? Charles had formed 
the triple league, in order to reftrain the power of France+ 
A fure proof, that he does not now err from ignorance. 
He had courted and obtained the applaufes of his people 
“by that wife meafure - As he now adopts contrary coun- 
fels, he muft furely expect by their means to render him- 
felf independent of his people, whofe fentiments are 
become fo indifferent to him. _ During the entire fub- 
miffion of the nation, and dutiful behaviour of the par- 
Jiament, dangerous* projects, without provocation, are 
formed to reduce them to fubjection ; and all the foreign 
interefts of the people are {acrificed, in order the more 
furely to bereave them of their domeftié liberties. Left 
any inftance of freedom {hould remain within their view, 

the 
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‘ , be abandoned to the moft dangerous enemy of England 3 
367% and byan univerfal combiaghian of tyranny againft laws 


and liberty, all mankind, who have retained, in any 
degree, their precious, though hitherto precarious, birth- 
rights, are for ever to fubmit to flavery and injuftice. 
THoucu the fear of giving umbrage to his confederate 
had engaged Charles to treat the Dutch ambafladors with 
fuch rigour, he was not altogether without uneafinefs, 
on account of the rapid and unexpeéted progrefs of the 
French arms. Were Holland entirely conquered, its 
whole commerce and naval force, he perceived, muft 
become an acceflion to France ; the Spanifh Low Coun- 
tries muft foon follow ; and Lewis, now independent of 
his ally, would no longer think it his intereft to fupport 
him againft his difcontented fubjects. Charles, though 
he never carried his attention to very diftant confe- 
quences, could not but forefee thefe obvious events; and 
though incapable of envy or jealoufy, he was touched 
‘with anxiety, when he found every thing yield to the 


French arms, while fuch vigorous refiftance was made 
to his own. He foon difmiffed the Dutch ambafladors, 


left they fhould cabal among his fubjeé&ts, who bore them 
great favour: But he fent over Buckingham and Arling- 
ton, and foon after lord Halifax, to negotiate anew with 
the French king, in the prefent profperous fituation of 
that monarch’s affairs. 

TuEse minifters pafled through Holland ;, and as they 
were fuppofed to bring peace to the diftrefled republic, 
they were received every where with the loudeft accla- 
mations. ‘* God blefs the king of England! God blefs 
‘* the prince of Orange! Confufion to the States ;” 
This was every where the cry of the populace. The 
ambaffadors had feveral conferences with the States and 
the prince pf Orange; but made no reafonable advances 

towards 
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towards an accommodation, They went to Utrecht, where © H A P. 
- - a xv. 

they renewed the league with Lewis, and agreed, that nei- , 3 
ther of the kings fhould make peace with Holland but by 167% 
common confent. ‘They next gave in their pretenfions, 

of which the following are the principal articles: That 

the Dutch fhould give up the honour of the flag, with- 

out the leaft referve or limitation; nor fhould whole 

fleets, even on the coaft of Holland, refufe to ftrike or 

lower their topfails to the {malleft fhip, carrying the Bri- 

tih flag: That all perfons, guilty of treafon againft the 

king, or of writing feditious libels, fhould, on com- 

plaint, be banifhed for ever the dominions of the States ; 

That the Dutch fhould pay the king a million fterling 
towards the charges of the war, together with ten thou-~ 

fand pounds a-year for permiffion to fith on the Britith 

feas: ‘That they fhould fhare the Indian trade with the 
Englifh : That the prince of Orange and his defcend- 

ants fhould enjoy the fovereignty of the United Provinces; 

at leaft, that they fhould be invefted with the dignities of 
Stadtholder, Admiral, and General, in as ample a man- 

ner as had ever been enjoyed by any of his anceftors : 
And that the ifle of Walcheren, the city and caftle of 

Sluis, together with the ifles of Cadfant, Gorée, and 
Vorne, fhould be put into the king’s hands, as a fecu- 

rity for the performance of articles. 


° 


Tue terms propofed by Lewis bereaved the republic 
of all fecurity againft any invafion by land from France : 
Thofe demanded by Charles expofed them equally to an 
invafion by fea from England : And when both were 
united, they appeared abfolutely intolerable, and reduced 
the Hollanders, who faw no means of defence, to the 
utmoft defpair. What extremely augmented their di- 
“ftrefs, were the violent factions, with which they con- 

“tinued to be every where agitated. De Wit, too perti- 
nacious in defence of his own fyftem of liberty, while 
isn, the 
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the’ very being of the: Commonwealth was. threatened, 
Atill perfevered in oppofing the repeal of. the perpetual 
ediét; now become the object of horror to the Dutch 
populace. Their rage at laft broke all hounds, and bore 


severy thing before it. They rofe in an infurrection at 


Dort, and by: force. conftrained their burgo-mafters to 


fign..the repeal, fo much demanded, . This proved a 


ficnal of a general revolt throughout all the provinces. 

Ax Amfterdam,, the Hague, Middlebourg, Rotter- 
dam, the people flew to arms, and trampling under foot 
the authority of their magiftrates, obliged them to fub- 
mit to the prince of Orange. They expelled from their 
officetfuch as-difpleafed. them : “hey required the prince 
to appoint others in their place: And agreeably. to the 
proceedings of the populace in all ages, provided they 
might wreak their vengeance on thcir fuperiors,. they 
exprefied great, indifference for the protection of their civil 
liberties. 


‘THe fuperior talents and virtues of de Wit made him, 


~on this oceafion, the chief object of envy, and expofed 


him to, the utmeft-rage of popular; prejudice. . Four 
aflafins, a@uated by no other motive,than miftaken zeal, 
had affaulted him ip ‘the ftreets,; and after. giving: him 
many wounds,.:had left him, for dead. One of.,them 
was punifhed: The others~ were. never. queftioned for 
their crime: His brother, Cornelius, who had behaved 
with ‘prudence and; courage on board the fleet, was 
obliged by. ficknefs to come, afhore;;and he was now 
confined: to. his houfe at Dort:; Some aflaffins broke in 
upon him.;' and it;was with the utmoft difficulty that his 
family and fervants could repel their violence. At Am- 
fterdam, the houfe of the brave de Ruyter, the fole 
refource of the diftrefled commonwealth, was furrounded 
by the enraged populace; and his wife and children, were 


. for fome time expofed to the moft imminent danger. 
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One Tichelder, a barber,.a man noted for infamy, C HA P. 
r LXV, 
. ‘ i Aid 
engage him in'the defign of poifoning the prince of 1672 


Orange: The accufation, though attended with the 
moft’ improbable and even abfurd circumftances, was 
greedily received by the credulous multitude; and Corne- 


accufed Cornelius de Wit of endeavouring by bribes to 


lius was cited before a’court of judicature. | ‘The judges, 
either blinded by the fame prejudices, or not daring to 


oppofe the popular torrent, condemned him to fuffer the 


in'war, and who had been invefted with, the: higheft dig- 
nities, was delivered-into the hands of the executioner, 
and torn in pieces by the.moft inhuman torments. Amidét 

: the fevere agonies which he endured,. he ftill made pro- 
teftations of his innocence, and frequently repeated an 
ode of Horace, which contained fentiments fuited to his 
deplorable condition, 


Fuftum et tenacem propofitt virum, Sc. m 


m Which may be thus tranflated, 


The man, whofe mind on virtue bent, 
Purfues fome greatly good intent, 
With undiverted aim, 
Serene beholds the angry crowd 5 
Nor can their clamours, fierce and loud, 
His ftubborn honour tame. 


Not the proud tyrant’s fierceft threat, 
Nor ftorms, that from their darlc retreat 
The lawlefs farges wake, 
Not Jove’s dread bolt that thakes the pole, 
The firmer purpofe of his foul 
With all its power can thake, 


Shou’d Nature’s frame in ruins fall, 
And chaos o’er the finking ball 
Refume primeval {way, 
His courage chance and fate defies, 
Nor feels the wreck of earth and ikies 
Obftruét its deftin’d ways Bracxtocxe, 


THE 
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CHAP. Tue judges, however, condemned him to lofe his 
uw offices, and to be banifhed the commonwealth. The 
3672, penfionary, who had not been terrified from performing 
the part of a kind brother, and faithful friend during 
this profecution, refolved not to defert him on account 
of the unmerited infamy, which was endeavoured to be 
thrown upon him. He came to his brother's prifon, 
determined to accompany him to the place of his exile. 
Mattiere of The fignal was given to the populace, They rofe in 
thede Wits. - mg; They broke open the doors of the prifon; they 
pulled out the two brothers ; and a thoufand hands vied 
who fhould firft be embrued in their blood. Even their 
death did not fatiate the brutal rage of the multitude. 
They exercifed on the dead bodies of thofe virtuous citi- 
zens, indignities too fhocking to be recited; and till 
tired with their own fury, they permitted not the friends 
of the deccafed to approach, or to beftow on them the 

honours of a funeral, filent and unattended. 

Tur maflacre of the de Wits put-an end for the time 
to the remains of their party; and all men, from fear, 
inclination, or prudence, concurred in exprefling the moft 
implicit obedience to the prince of Orange. The repub- 
lic, though half fubdued by foreign force, and as yet 
difmayed by its misfortunes, was now firmly united under 
one leader, and began to colleét the remains of its prif- 

Good con. tine vigour. William, worthy of that heroic family 
dué of the from which he fprang, adopted fentiments becoming the 
Princes ‘head of a brave and free people. He bent all his efforts 
againft the public enemy: He fought not againft his 
country any advantages, which might be dangerous to 
civil liberty. ‘Thofe intolerable conditions, demanded 
by their infolent enemies, he exhorted the States to reject 
with feorn; and by his advice they put an end to nego- 
tiations, which ferved only to break the courage of their 


“fellow-citizens, and delay the affiftance of their allies. 
: He 
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He thowed them; that the numbers and riches of the C HA P. 
fg, LEN 
people, aided by the advantages of fituation, would ftill iat cy 


be fufficient, if they abandoned not themfelves to defpair, 
to refift, at leat retard, the progrefs of their enemies, 
and preferve the remaining provinces, till the other na- 
tions of Europe, fenfible of the common danger, could 
come to their relief, He reprefented, that,. as envy at 
their opulence and liberty had produced this mighty coms 
bination againgt them, they would in vain expe by 
Conceffions to fatisfy foes, whofe pretenfions were as 
little bounded by moderation as by juftice. He exhorted 
them: to remember the generous valour of their anceftors, 
who, yet in the infancy of the ftate, preferred liberty to 
every human confideration ; and rouzing their {pirits to 
an obftinate defence, repelled all the power, riches, and 
military difcipline of Spain. And he profefled himfelf 
willing to tread in the fteps of his illuftrious predeceffors, 
and hoped, that, as they had honoured him with the 
fame affeBion, which their anceftors paid the former 
Princes of Orange, they would fecond his efforts with 
the fame conftancy and manly fortitude. 


Tue fpirit of the young prince infufed itfelf into his 
hearers. Thofe who lately entertained thoughts of yield 
ing their necks to fubjection were now bravely deter- 
mined to refift the haughty vitor, and to defend thofe 
laft remains of their native foil, of which neither the ir- 
ruptions of Lewis nor the inundation of waters had as yet 
bereaved them. Should even the ground fail them on 
which they might combat, they were {till refolved. not 
to yield the generous ftrife; but flying to their fettle- 
ments in the Indies, erect a new empire in thofe remote 
regions, and preferve alive, even in the climates of 
flavery, that’ liberty, of which Europe was’ become un- 

_ Worthy. Already they concerted meafures for executing 
this extraordinary refolution ; and found, that the veffels 
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© HAP. contained in theirharbours could tranfport above two hun" 
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a -nw dred thoufand inhabitants to the Eaft Indies. 


16%. 


THe combined princes, finding at laft fome appear- 
ance of oppofition, bent all their efforts to feduce the 


prince of Orange, on whofe valour and conduct the fate: 


of the commonwealth entirely depended. The fove- 
reignty of the province of Holland was offered him, and 
the protection of England and France, to:infure him, as 


well againf-the invafion of foreign enemies, as the in= 
' furreétion of, his fubjeéts.. All prepofals were gener-’ 
oufly rejeGted ; and the prince declared his refolution to. 
retire into Germany, and to pafs his life in hunting on’ 


his lands there, rather than! abandon the liberty of, his 
country, or betray the truft repofed: in himz=. When 
Buckingham urged-the inevitable deftruction which hung 
over the United Provinces, and afked him,. whether he 


did not fee, that the commonwealth was ruined; There” 
is one certain means, replied the prince, by-ahiehT can be: 


fure never to fee my country’s ruin ; I will die in the-laft 

ditch. 
Tue people in Holland had been much incited to 

efpoufe the prince’s party, by the hopes, that the king 


of England, pleafed with his.nephew’s elevation, would’ 


abandon thofe dangerous. engagements, into which he 
had entered, and would afford his protection to the dif- 
trefled-republic,.. But all thefe hopes were foon, found to 
be fallacious. Charles {till perfifted in his alliance with 
France; and.the combined flects approached the coaft 
of Holland, with an Englifh army on board, commanded 


by count Schomberg. It is pretended, that an unufual) 


tide carried them off the coaft ; and. that Providence thus 


interpofed, in an extraordinary manner,.to fave the re-, 
public from the imminent danger, to which it was ex-, 


pofed. Very tempeftuous weather, it is certain, prevailed 


all the reft of the feafon; and the combined fleets either ; 


were 
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were blown toa diftance, or durft not approach a coaft,C HA Pe 
which might prove fatal to them. Lewis, finding that Ses 
his enemies gathered courage behind their inundations, 167% 
and that no farther fuccefs was likely for the prefent to 
attend his arms, had retired to Verfailles. 

Tue other nations of Europe regarded the fubjeCtion 
of Holland as the forerunner of their own flavery, and 
retained no hopes of defending themfelves, fhould fuch 
a mighty acceffion be made to the already exorbitant 
power of France.» The-emperor, though he lay at a 
diftance, and was naturally flow in his undertakings, 
began to put himéelf in motion ; Brandenburgh fhewed 
a difpofition to fupport the States; Spain had fent fome 
forces to their. affiftance ;. and, by the prefent efforts of 
the prince of Orange, and the profpect of relief from 
their allies, a different face of affairs .began already to 
appear... Groninghen was. the firft place that ftopped the 
progrefs of the enemy: The bifhop of Munfter was re- 
pulfed from before that town, and obliged to raife the 
fiege with lofs. and difhonour. Naerden was attempted 
by the prince of Orange; but marefchal Luxembourg, 
breaking in upon his entrenchments with a fudden irrup- 


tion, obliged him to abandon the enterprize. 


THERE was no ally, on whom the Dutch more re- 1673. | 
lied for affiftance, than the parliament of England, which » ae 
the king’s neceffities at laft obliged him to afiemble. ™*o% 
The-eyes of all men, both abroad and at home, were 
fixed on this feffion, which met after prorogations con- 
tinued for near two years. It was evident how much the 
king dreaded affembling his parliament ; and the difcon- 
tents, univerfally excited by the bold meafures entered 
into, both in foreign and domeftic adminiftration, had | 
given but too juft foundation for his apprehenfions. 
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Tue king, however, in his fpeech, addreffed therm 


XV. : 
war with all the appearance of cordiality and confidence. He 


4673. 


faid, that he would have affembled them fooner, had he 
not been defirous to allow them leifure for attending their 
private affairs, as well as to give his people refpite from 
taxes and impofitions: That fince their laff meeting, he 
had been forced into a war, not only juft but neceflary 5 
neceflary both for the honour and intereft of the nation ¢ 
That in order to have peace at home, while he had war 
abroad, he had iffued: his declaration of indulgence to 


- diffenters, and had found many good effeéts to refult 


from that meafure: That he heard of fome exceptions, 
which had been taken ‘to this exercife of power: but he 
would tell them plainly, that he was refolved to ftick to 
his declaration; and would be much offended at any 
eontradi@tion: And that though a rumour had been 
fpread, as if the new levied army had been intended to 
controul law and property, he regarded that jealoufy as 
fo frivolous, that he was refolved to augment his forces 
next {pring, and did not doubt but they would confider 
the neceflity of them in their fupplies. The reft of the 
bufinefs he left to the chancellor. 


Tuer chancellor enlarged on the fame topics, and 
added many extraordinary pofitions of his own. He 
told them, that the Hollanders were the common enc- 
mies of all monarchies, efpecially that of England, their 
only competitor for commerce and naval power, and the 
fole obftacle to their views of attaining an univerfal em- 
pire, as extenfive as that of ancient Rome: ‘That, even 
during their prefent diftrefs and danger, they were fo 
intoxicated with thefe ambitious projeéts, as to flight all 
treaty, nay, to refufe all ceffation of hoftilities: That 
the king, in entering on this war, did no more than pro- 
fecute thofe maxims, which had engaged the parliament 
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to advife and approve of the laft; and he might therefore © ye P, 
fafely fay, that it was their war: That the States being , a 


the eternal enemies of England, both by intereft and in- 
clination, the parliament had wifely judged it neceflary 
to extirpate them, and had laid it down as an eternal 
maxim, that delenda eff Carthage, this hoftile government 
by all means is to be fubverted: And that though the 
Dutch pretended to have affurances, that‘the parliament 
would furnifh no fupplies to the king, he was confident, 
that this hope, in which they extremely trufted, would 
foon fail them. 


Berore the commons entered upon bufinefs, there 
Jay before them an affair, which difcovered, beyond a 
poffibility of doubt, the arbitrary projects of the king ; 
and the meafures, taken upon it, proved, that the houfe 
was not at prefent ina difpofition to fubmit to them. 
It had been the conftant undifputed praétice, ever fince 
the parliament in 1604, for the houfe, in cafe of any 
vacancy, to iffue out writs for new elections; and the 
chancellor, who, before that time, had had fome pre- 
cedents in his favour, had ever afterwards abftained from 
all exercife of that authority. This indeed was one of 
the firft fteps, which the commons had taken in eftablifh- 
ing and guarding their privileges ; and nothing could be 
more requifite than this precaution, in order to prevent 
the clandeftine iffuing of writs, and to enfure a fair and 
free eletion, No one but fo defperate a minifter as 
Shaftefbury, who had entered into a regular plan for 
reducing the people to fubjection, could have entertained 
thoughts of breaking in upon a practice fo reafonable and 
fo well eftablifhed, or could have hoped to fucceed in fo 
bold an enterprize. Several members had taken their 


feats upon irregular writs iflued by the chancellor ; but 
the houfe was no fooner aflembled and the fpeaker placed 
in his chair, than a motion was made againfl them ; and 
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ec B. - - P. the members themfelves had the modefty to withdraw. 

Their eleGtion was declared null ; and new writs, in the 
"75 ufual form, were iffued by the fpeaker. 

Tue next ftep taken by the commons had the appear- 
ance of fome more complaifance ; but in reality pro- 
ceeded from the fame fpirit of liberty and independence. 
They entered a refolution, that, in order to fupply his 
majefty’s extraordinary occafions, for that was the ex- 
prefion employed, they would grant eighteen months 
afleflment, at the rate of 70,000 pounds a month, 
amounting in the whole to 1,260,000 pounds. Though 
unwilling to come to a violent breach with the king, 
they would not exprefs the leaft approbation of the war ; 
and they gave him the profpe& of this fupply, only that 
they might have permiffion to proceed peaceably in the 
redrefs of the other grievances, of which they had fuch 
reafon to complain. 

No grievance was more alarming, both on account of 
the fecret views from which it proceeded, and the con- 
fequences which might attend it, than the declaration 
of indulgence. A remonftrance was immediately framed 
againft that exercife of prerogative. ‘The king defended 
his meafure. The commons perfifted in their oppofition 
to it; and they reprefented, that fuch a practice, if ad- 
mitted, might tend to interrupt the free courfe of the 
Jaws, and alter the legiflative power, which had always 
been acknowledged to refide in the king and the two 
houfes. All men were in expectation, with regard to 
the iffue of this extraordinary affair, The king feemed 
engaged in honour to fupport his meafure; and in order 
to prevent all oppofition, he had pofitively declared that 
he would fupport it. The commons were obliged to 
perfevere, not only becaufe it was difhonourable to be 
foiled, where they could plead fuch ftrong reafons, but 
alfo becaufe, if the king prevailed in his ptetenfions, an 
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end feemed ‘tobe’ put 'to-all the legal limitatio 
conititution. 

Ir is evident, that Charles was now come to that de- 
licate crifis, which he ought at firft to have forefeen, 
when he embraced thofe defperate ‘counfels ; and his re 
folutions, in fuch an event, onght leng ago fo have 
been entirely fixed and determined. © Befides his ufual 
guards, he had an army ¢ ncamped' at Blackheath undez 
the command of marefchal Schomberg, a foreigners and 
His 


1s 


many of the officers were of the catholic religion. 
ally, the French king, he might expect, would fecornd 
hi = if farce meer requifite for reftraining his difcon« 
nted fubjects, and fupporting the meafures, whieh by 
common confent they had agreed to purines But the kis 
was ftartled, when he approached fo dangerous a precipice, 
as that w ict rlay before him, Were valent ce once offer 
there could be no return, he faw, to mutual confidence and 
truft with his people; the perils attending foreign fuccours, 
efpecially from: fo. mighty a prince, were fuficiently ap- 
parent ; 2 and the fuccefs, which his own arms had met 


with in’ the war, was. not-fo great, as to encreafe his 


authority, or terrify the malecontents 

The defire..of power, fnecs which g 

Charles in. thefe precipitate meafure , had lefs proceeded, 

we, may obferve, from ambition a from love of eafe. 

Stri@ limitations of the conftitution rendered the. conduct 

of bufinefs complicated and troublefome ; and 

impoffible for him, without much. contrivance -and- in- 
ee 

1 


eafures, 


trigue, to procure the money nece flary for his p 
er even for the regular fupport of. government. When 
the — therefore, of fuch dangerous oppolition 
prefented. it lf, the fame -love of eafe inclined him to 
retract what it feemed fo dificult to maintain ; and his 
turn of me naturally pliant and_carelefs, made him 

Little obieG@ion to a meafure, W which a more haughty 
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* prince would have embraced with the utmoft reluctance. 
u—-— That he might yield with the better grace, he afked the 
opinion of the houfe of peers, who advifed him to com- 
Decleration ply with the commons. Accordingly the king fent for 
me po the declaration, and with his own hands broke the feals, 
salled, The commons exprefled the utmoft fatisfaction with this 
meafure, and the moft entire duty to his majelly, 
Charles aflured them, that he would willingly pafs any 
Jaw, offered him, which might tend to give them fatis- 
faction in all their juft grievances, 


SHAFTESBURY, when he found the king recede at 
once from fo capital a point, which he had publicly de- 
clared his refolution to maintain, concluded, that all 
{chemes for enlarging royal authority were vanifhed, and 
that Charles was utterly incapable of purfuing fuch dif- 
ficult and fuch hazardous meafures. The parliament, 
he forefaw, might puth their enquiries into thofe coun- 
fels, which were fo generally odious; and the king, 
from the fame facility of difpofition, might abandon his 
minifters to their vengeance. He was refolved, there- 
fore, to make his peace in time with that party, which 
was likely to predominate, and to atone for al] his vio- 
Jences in favour of monarchy, by like violences in oppo 
fition to it. Never turn was more fudden, or lefs cal- 
culated to fave appearances. Immediately, he entered 
into all the cabals of the country party ; and difcovered 
to them, perhaps magnified, the arbitrary defigns of the 
court, in which he himfelf had borne fo deep a fhare, 
He was received with open arms by that party,’ who 
ftood in need of fo able a leader 3 and no queftions were 
afked with regard to his late apoftacy. The various 
factions, into which the nation had been divided, and 
the many fudden revolutions, to which the public had 
been expofed, had tended much to debauch the minds of 


men, 
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men, and to deftroy the fenfe of honour and decorum in ane P, 
their public condua. kona ames 
But the parliament, though fatisfied with the king’s 1673 
compliance, had not loft all thofe apprehenfions, to 
which the meafures of the court had given fo much 
foundation,’ A law pafled for impofing a ze on all who 
fhould enjoy any public office. Befides taking the oaths 
of allegiance and fupremacy, and receiving the facra- 
ment in the eftablifhed church; they were obliged to 
abjure all belief in the doétrine of tranfubftantiation. As 


the diffenters had feconded the efforts of the commons 
againft the king’s declaration of indulgence, and feemed 
refolute to accept of no toleration in an illegal manner, 
they had acquired great favour with the parliament; and 
a project was adopted to unite the whole proteftant in- 
tereft againft the common enemy, who now began to 
appear formidable. A bill pafled the commons for the 
eafe and relief of the proteftant nonconformifts ; but met 
with fome difficulties, at leaft delays, in the houfe of 
peers. 
Tue refolution for fupply was carried into a law; as 
a recompence to the king for his conceffions. An aé, 
likewife, of general pardon and indemnity was paffed, 
which fcreened the minifters from all farther enquiry. 
The parliament probably thought, that the beft method 
of reclaiming the criminals was to fhew them, that their 
cafe was not defperate. Even the remonftrance, which 
the commons voted of their grievances, may be reparded 
as a proof, that their anger was, for that time, appeafed. 
None of the capital points are there touched on; the 
breach of the triple league, the French alliance, or the 
fhutting up.of the exchequer.. The fole grievances men- 
tioned are an arbitrary impofition.on coals for providing 
convoys, the exercife of military law, the quartering and 
prefling of foldiers; and they prayed, that, after the 
conclufion 
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CH AP. conclufion of the war, the whole army fhould be. dif= 
~) banded. ‘The king gave them a gracious, though zn 


2673. 


agth of 
March. 


a$th of 
May. 
ca-fight, 


ath June. 
Another 
Sea-fight, 


evafive anfwers “When bufinefs was finifhed,; the tvo 
houfes adjourned themfel ves. 


THoucH the king had, for the time, recéded fron 
his declaration of indulgence, and thereby had tacity 
relinquifhed the difpenfing power, he was ftill refolvel, 
notwithftanding his bad fuccefs both at home and abroal, 
to perfevere in his alliance with France, and in the 
Dutch war, and confequently in all thofe fecret views, 
whatever they were, which depended on thofe fatal mei- 
fures. ‘The money, granted by parliament, fufficed ‘o 
equip a fleet, of which prince Rupert was declared al- 
miral:. For the duke was fet afide by the teft. Sir El- 
ward: Sprague and the earl of Offory commanded under 
the prince. A French fquadron joined them, commandid 
by @Etrées. The combined fleets fet fail towards the 
coaft of Holland, and found the enemy, lying at ancher, 
within«the fands at Schonvelt. © “Fhere'is°a natural con- 
fufion attending fea-fights, even beyond other military 
tranfactions ; derived froma the precarious operations of 
winds and ‘tides, as well as from the fmoke and darknek, 
in which every thing is there involved. No wonda, 
therefore, that accounts of thefe battles ‘are apt to con- 
tain uncertainties and contradictions ; efpecially when 
delivered by writers of the hoftile nations, who tale 
pleafure in exalting the advantages of their own countr7- 
men, and deprefling thofe of the enemy. All we cin 
fay with certainty of this battle; is, that both fidts 
boafted of the victory ; and we may’ thence’ infer, ‘thit 
the event ‘was not decifive; The Dutch, ‘being ner 
home, retired into their harbours.” In a week,’ thty 
were refitted, and prefented themfelves acain to the con- 


bined fects. “A new action enfued, not more decifive thin | 


the foregoing. It was not fought with great obftinary 
«ia 
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on either fide ; but whether the Dutch or the allies fir C HA P, 


retired feems to be a matter of uncertainty. The lofs in 
the former of thefe actions fell chiefly on the French, 
whom the Englifh, diffident of their intentions, took 


by expofed them to all the fire of the enemy. There 


€ 
fhip lox on either fide in the 


feems not to have been a 
fecond engagement. 

Ir was fufficient glory tode Ruyter, that, with a fleet 
much inferior to the combined fquadrons of France and 
England, he could fight them without any notable difad- 
vantage ; and it was fufficient victory, that he could de- 
feat the project of a defcent in Zealand, which, had it 
taken place, had endangered in the prefent circumftances, 
the total overthrow of the Dutch commonwealth. Prince 
Rupert was alfo fufpected not to favour the king’s pro- 
jects of fubduing Holland, or enlarging his authority at 
home; and from thefe motives, he was thought not to 
have prefied fo hard on the enemy, as his well-known 
valour gave reafon to expect. It is indeed remarkable, 
that, during this war, though the Englifh with their 
allies much over-matched the Hollanders, they were not 
e to gain any advantage over them; while in the 
former war, though often overborn by numbers, they 
ftill exerted themfelves with the greateft courage, and 
always acquired great renown, fometimes even fignal 
victories. But they were difgufted atthe prefent 


meafures, which they efteemed pernicious to their coun- 


try ; they were not fatisfied im the juftice of the quarrel; 
and they entertained a al jealoufy of ‘their confe- 
aa 


derates, whom, had 


nave deftroyed than even the 
enemy themfelves. 

Ir prince Rupert was not favourable to the defigns of 
the court, he enjoyed as little favour from the court; at 
leatt 
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Jeaft from the duke, who, though he could no longer 


i 3 command the fleet, ftill pofiefled the chief authority in 


1673. 


axthof Au- 


the admiralty. The prince complained of a total want 
of every thing, powder, fhot, provifions, beer, and even 
water ; and he went into harbour, that he might refit 
his fhips, and fupply their numerous neceffities. After 
fome weeks he was refitted; and he again put to fea. 
The hoftile fleets met at the mouth of the Texel, and 
fought the laft battle, which, during the courfe of fo 
many years, thefe neighbouring maritime powers have 
difputed with each other. De Ruyter, and under him 


_ Tromp, commanded the Dutch in this action, as in the 


two former: For the prince of Orange had reconciled 
thefe two gallant rivals; and they retained nothing of 
their former animofity, except that emulation, es 
made them exert themfelves with more diftinguifhed 
bravery againft the enemies of their country. Brankert 


was oppofed to d’Etrées, de Ruyter to prince Rupert, 


‘Tromp to Sprague. It is remarkable, that in all aétions 
thefe brave admirals laft mentioned had ftill feleéted each 
other, as the only antagonifts worthy each others va- 
Jour ; and no decifive advantage had as yet been gained 
by either of them. They fought in this battle, as if 
there were'no mean between death and victory. 


D’Erress and all the French fquadron, except rear 
admiral Martel, kept at a diftance; and Brankert, in- 
flead of attacking them, bore down to the affiftance of de 
Ruyter, who was engaged in furious combat with prince 
Rupert. On no occafion did the prince acquire more 
deferved honour: His conduct, as well as valour, fhone 
out with fignal luftre, Having difengaged his fquadron 
from the numerous enemies, with which he was every 
where furrounded, and having joined Sir John Chichely, 


his rear admiral, who had been feparated from him, he 


made hafte to the relief of Sprague, who was hard preffed 
by 
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by Tromp’s fquadron. The Royal Prince, in which eT P 
Sprague firft engaged, was fo difabled, that he was obliged a 
to hoift his flag on board the St. George; while Tromp 1673: 
was fora like reafon obliged to quit his fhip, the Golden 
Lion, and go on board the Comet. The fight was re- 
newed with the utmoft fury by thefe valorous rivals, and 
by the rear admirals, their feconds. Offory, rear admi- 
ral to Sprague, was preparing to board Tromp, when he 
faw the St. George terribly torn, and in a manner dif= 
abled. Sprague was leaving her in order to hoift his flag 
on board a third fhip, and return to the charge ; when 
# fhot, which had. pafled through the St, George, took 
his boat, and funk her. The admiral was drowned, to 
the great regret of Tromp himéfelf,. who beftowed on his 
valour the deferved praifes. 

Prince Rupert found affairs in this dangerous fitua 
ation, and faw moft of the fhips in Sprague’s fquadron 
difabled from fight. The engagement however was re- 
newed, and became very clofe and bloody. The prince 
threw the enemy into difordef. To encreafe it, ‘he fent 
among them two fire-fhips ; and at the fame time made 
a fignal to the French to bear down, which if they had 
done, a decifive victory muft have enfued. But the 
prince, when he faw that they neglected his fignal, and 
obferved that moft of his fhips were in no condition to 
keep the fea long, wifely provided for their fafety by 
making eafy fail towards the Englifh coaft. ‘The vic- 
tory in this battle was as doubtful, as in all the aétions 
fought during the prefent war. 

Tue turn, which the affairs of the Hollanders took 
by land, was more favourable. The prince of Orange 
befieged and took Naerden ; and from this fuccefs gave 
his country reafon to hope for ftill more profperous ena 
terprizes, Montecuculi, who commanded the Imperie 
alifts on the Upper Rhine, deceived, by the moft artful 

conduct, 
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c ee P.. conduct, the vigilance and penetration of Turenne, and 
wy, making a fudden march, fat down before Bonne. ‘The 
1673. prince of Orange’s condu& was no lefs mafterly ; while 
he eluded all the French generals, and leaving them be- 
hind him, joined his army to that of the Imperialifts. 
Bonne was taken in a few days : Several other places in 
the electorate of Cologne fell into the hands of the allies : 
And the communication being thus cut off , between 
France, and the United Provinces, Lewis was obliged 
to recal his forces, and to abandon all his conquefts, 
with, greater rapidity. than he had- at firft made them. 
The taking of Maeftricht was the only advantage, which 
he gained this campaign. 

Congrets of » Av CONGRESS was opened at Cologne under the medi= 
Cologne. ation of Sweden; but with {mall hopes of fuccefs. The 
demands of the two kings: were fuch as muft have reduced 
the Hollanders to perpetual fervitude. In proportion as 
the affairs of the States. rofe, the kings! funk. in their de- 
mands; but the States ftill funk lower in their offers ; 
and it-was found impofiible for the parties ever to agree 
on.any conditions.’, After the French evacuated Holland, 
the congrefs broke up; and the feizure of prince William 
of Furftenburg by the imperialifts afforded the French 
and Englifh a good pretence for leaving Cologne. The 
Dutch ambafladors in their memorials expreffed all the 
haughtinefs and difdain, fo natural to a free ftate, which 

had met with fuch unmerited ill ufage. 
20th O& Tue parliament of England was now aflembled, and 
ae difcovered much greater fymptoms of il] humour, than 
had appeared in the laft feffion. They had feen for fome 
time a negociation of marriage carried on between thé 
duke of York and the archduchefs of Infpruc, a catholic 
of the Auftrian family; and they had made no oppofi- 
tion, But when that negociation failed, and the duke 
applied 
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applied, to a. princefs of. the houfe of Modena, then in ed P. 
clofe: conjungtion with France ; this circumftance, joined. oy 
to, fo many, other grounds. of. .difcontent, ;raifed.the com-. 1°73: 
mons into a fi ame; and they,remonftrated with the greateft 
zeal againft the intended marriage. ‘The king told them, 

that their remonftrance came too late; and that the mar- 


5 


riage was already agreed on, and even celebrated by 


proxy. The commons {till infifted; and proceeding to 
the examination of the other parts of government, they 
Voted the haistine army a grievance, and declared, that 
they would grant no more, fupply, unlefs it appeared, 
that the Dutch were fo obftinate as to,refufe.all reafon- 

able conditions of peace. To cut fhort thefe difagree- qth Nov. 
able attacks, the king refolved to prorogue the parliament ; 

and with<that intention he came unexpectedly to the 

houfe of peers, and fent.the ufher to fumimon the com- 

mons. It happened, that the fpeaker and the ufher nearly 

met at the door of the houfe; but the fpeaker being 
within, fome of the members fuddenly fhut the door, 

and cried, Zo the chair, to the chair; while others cried, 
Lhe bl ack rod 1s at the door. "The f{peaker was. hurried to 

the chair ; and the followi ing motions were inftantly made: 

That the alliance with France is a grievance; toe the 

evil counfellors about the king are a grievance ; that the 

duke of Lauderdale is a grievance, and-not fit to be 
trufted or employed. There. was a-general cry, Zo the 
quefiion, to the queltion + a: But,the ufher knocking violently 
at the door, tbe fpeaker leaped from, the chair, and the 

houfe rofe in great Rs 

Durino. the interval, Shaftefbury,.. whofe intrigues 

with the malcontent party, were now become inotorious, 

was difmified. from the office. of chancellor 5 and the great 
feal was. given. to. fir Heneage Finch, under. the title of. 
lord keeper. he teft had incapacitatedClifiord ; and 


the 
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CH AP. the white ftaff was conferred on fir Thomas Ofborne; 
LXV. : 2 saa 
—+—~ foon after created earl of Danby, a minifter of ability, 


1673. 


1674. 
gth Feb, 


who had rifen by his parliamentary talents, Clifford’ 
retired into the country, and foon after died, 


THE parliament had been prorogued, in order to give 
the duke leifure to finifh ‘his marriage; but the king’s 
neceffities foon obliged him again to aflemble them; and 
by fome popular acts he paved the way for the feffion. 
But ail his efforts were in vain. The difguft of the 
commons was fixed in foundations too deep to be eafily 
removed. ‘They began with applications for a general 
faft ; by which they intimated, that the nation was in a 
very calamitous condition: They addrefled againft the 
King’s guards, which they reprefented as dangerous to. 
liberty, and even as illegal, fince they had never yet 
received the fanction of parliament; They took fome 
fteps towards eftablifhing a new and more rigorous teft 
againft popery : And what chiefly alarmed the ‘court, 
they made an attack on the members of the cabal, to 
whofe pernicious counfels they imputed all their prefent 
grievances. Clifford was dead: Shaftefbury had made 
his peace with the country party, and was become their 
leader : Buckingham was endeavouring to imitate Shaftef- 
bury ; but his intentions were as yet known to very few. 
A motion was therefore made in the houfe of commons 
for his impeachment : He defired to be heard at the bar ; 
but expreffed himfelf in fo confufed and ambiguous a 
manner, as gave little fatisfaction. He was required to 
anfwer precifely to certain queries, which they propofed 
tohim. Thefe regarded all the articles of mifcondu& 
above-mentioned ; and among the reft, the following 
query feems remarkable. By whofe advice was the 
“ army brought up te ever-awe the debates and refolu- 
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® tions of the houfe of commons?” This fhews to poe * Ps 


what le ength the fufpicions of the houfe were at that Pir cm 


time carried, Buckingham, in all his anfwers, endea- 
voured to exculpate himfelf, and to load Arlington. He 
fucceeded not’ in the former intention: The commons 
voted an addrefs for his removal. But Arlington, who 
Was on many accounts obnoxious to the houfe, was at- 
tacked. Articles were drawn up againft him; though 
the impeachment was never profecuted. 

THE king plainly faw, that he could expeé no fupply 
from the commons for carrying on a war, fo odious to 
them. He refolved therefore to make a feparate peace with 
the Dutch, on the terms which they had propofed through 
the canal of the Spanifh ambaflador. With a cordiality, 
which, in the prefent difpofition on both fides, was pro- 
bably but affected, but which was obliging, he afked 
advice of the parliament. The parliament unanimoufly 
concurred, both in thanks for this gracious conde{cen- 
fion, and in their advice for peace. Peace was accord- 
in = concluded. The honour of the flag was yielded 
by the Dutch in the moft extenfive terms: A regulation 
of trade was agreed to: All poffeffions were reftored to 
the fame condition as before the war: The Englith 
planters in Surinam were allowed to remove at pleafure : 
And the States agreed to pay to the king the fum of 
eight hundred thoufand patacoons, near three hundred 
thoufand pounds. Four days after the e parliament wa 
ndon, to the 
d, that the 


prorogued, the peace was proclaimed in Lon 
great joy of the people. Spain had datas 
could no longer ftand neuter, if hoftilities were conti- 
nued againft Holland ; and a fenfible decay of trade was 
aeleats in cafe a rupture fhould enfue with that king- 
dom.’ The profpect of this lofs contributed very much to 
encreafe the national averfion to the prefent war, and to 
enliven the joy for its conclufion. 
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CH Ha? THERE was in the French fervice a great body of 
seen Englifh, to the number of ten thoufand men, who had 
1674 acquired honour in every ation, and had contributed 
greatly to the fuccefles of Lewis. Thefe troops, Charles 
faid, he was bound’ by treaty not to recall; but he ob- 
liged himfelf to the States by a fecret article not to allow 
them to be recruited. His partiality to France prevented 

a ftri&t execution of this engagement. 
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TO THE 


SEVENTH VOLUME, 


NOTE [A], p. 41. 
f | ‘HAT Laud’s feverity was not extreme, appears from 


this faét, that he caufed the acts or records of the high 
commiffion-court to be fearched, and found that there had 
been fewer fufpenfions, deprivations, and other punifhments, 
by three, during the feven years of his time, than in any 
even years of his predeceflor Abbot; who was notwithftand- 
ing in great efteem with the houfe of commons. Yroubles and 
trials of Laud, p. 164, But Abbot was little attached to the 
court, and was alfoa puritan in do&trine, and bore a mortal 
hatred to the papifts. Not to mention, that the mutinous 
fpirit was rifing higher in the time of 1 aud, and would lefs 
bear controul. The maxims, however, of his adminiftrati 
were the fame that had ever prevailed in En; 


had place in every other European nation, except Hol 


which ftudied chiefly the interefts of commerce, and France, 
which was fettered by edi&ts and treaties. To have changed 
them for the modern maxims of toleration, how 
foever, would have been deemed a ve ] 
enterprize. It isa principle, advanced by 


quieu, that, where the magiftrate is fatish 
blifhed religion, he ought to reprefs the 
jhnovation, and only grant a toleration t 
fufed and eftablifhed. See l’Efprit des 
According to this principle, Laud’s indulo 


and feverity to the puritans, would admi 


however, that itis very queftionable, whether periecution can 
Liz in 
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in'any cafe be juftifyed: But at the fame time, it would be 
hard to give that appellation to Laud’s conduét, who only en- 
forced the att of uniformity, and expelled the clergymen that 
accepted of benefices, and yet refufed to obferve the ceremo- 
nies, which they previoufly knew to be enjoined bylaw. He 
never refufed them feparate places of worfhip; becaufe they 
themfelves would have efteemed it impious to demand them, 
and no lefs impious to allow them. 


NOTE [By], p. 68. 


R. BIRCH has written a treatife on this fabjeét. It is 

not my bufinefs to oppofe any fads contained in that 
gentleman’s performance. I fhall only produce arguments, 
which prove that Glamorgan, when he received his private 
commiffion, had injunctions from the king to ad altogether in 
concert with Ormond. (1.) It feems to be implyed in the 
very words of the commiffion. Glamorgan is empowered and 
authorifed to treat and conclude with the confederate Roman 
catholics in Ireland, ‘ If upon neceflity any (articles) be 
« condefcended unto, wherein the king’s lieutenant cannot 
« { well be feen in, as not fit for us at prefent publickly to 
«© own.’ Here no articles are mentioned, which are not fit 
to be communicated to Ormond, but only not fit for him and 
the king publicly to be feen in, andtoavow. (2.) The king’s 
protefation to Ormond, ought, both on account of that prince's 
charaéter, and the reafons he affigns, to have the greatef 
weight. The words are thefe, “* Ormond, I cannot but add 
«< to my long letter, that, upon the word of a chriftian, I 
& never intended Glamorgan fhould treat any thing without 
“‘ your approbation, much lefs without your knowledge. 
“© For befides the injary to you, I was always diffident of his 
« judgment (though I could not think him fo extremely weak 
«© as now to my coft | have found;) which you may eafily 
* perceive in a poftfcript of a letter of mine to you.” Carte, 
vol, ii. Apps xxiii. It is impoflible, that any man of honour, 


e 


however he might diffemble with his enemies, would afiert a 
falfehood in fo folemn a manner to his beft friend, efpecially 
where that perfon muit have had opportunities of knowing the 

truth. 
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truth. The letter, whofe poftfcript is:mentioned by the king, 
is to be found in Carte, vol. ii. App, xiii. (3.) As the king 
had really fo low an opinion of Glamorgan’s underftanding, 
it is very unlikely that he would truft him with the fole ma- 
nagement of fo important and delicate a treaty. And if he 
had intended, that Glamorgan’s negotiation fhould have been 
independant of Ormond, he'would never have told him of it, 
nor have put him on his guard againft Glamorgan’s impru- 
dence, That the king judged aright of this nobleman’s cha- 
racter, appears from his century of arts or Jcantling of inven= 
tions, which is a ridiculous compound of lies, chimeras, and 
impoflibilities, and-fhows what might be expected from fuch a 
man. (4.) Mr, Carte has publifhed a whole feries of the 
king’s correfpondence with Ormond, from the time that Gla- 
morgan came‘into Ireland; and it is evident that Charles all 
along confiders the lord lieutenant as the perfon who was con- 
ducting the negotiations with the Irifh. The 31ft of July 1645, 
after the battle of Nafeby, being reduced to great ftraits, he 
writes earneftly to Ormond to conclude a peace upon certain 
conditions mentioned, much inferior to thofe granted by Gla- 
morgan ; and to come over himfelf with all the Irith he could 
engage in his fervice. Carte, vol, iii. Np. 400. This would 
have been a great abfurdity, if he had already fixed a different 
canal, by which, on very different conditions, he propofed to 
eftablifh a peace. On the 22d of O&ober, as his diftrefles 
multiply, he fomewhat enlarges the conditions, though they 
fill fall fhort of Glamorgan’s: A new abfurdity! See Carte, 
vol, iii, p. 411. (5.) But what is equivalent to a demonftra- 
tion, that Glamorgan was confcious, that he had no powers 
to conclude a treaty on thefe terms, or without confulting the 
lord liewtenant, and did not even expect, that the king would 
ratify the articles, is the defeazance which he gave to the Irifh 
council at the time of figning the treaty. ‘* The earl of Gla- 
‘ morgan does no way intend hereby to oblige his majefty 

«© other than he himfelf fhall pleafe, after he has received 
“* thefe 10,000 men, as a pledge and teftimony of the faid 
«© Roman Catholics’ loyalty and fidelity to his majefty 5 yet he 
** promifes faithfully, upon his word and honour, not to ac- 
Lig ** quaint 
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** quaint his majefty with this defeazance, till he had endeas 


voured, as far asin him lay, to induce his majefty to. the 
granting of the particulars in the faid articles: But that 
done, the faid commifiioners difcharge the faid earl of Gla- 
morgan, both in honour and conf{cience, of any farther en- 
gagement to them therein; though his majefty fhould not 
be pleafed to grant the faid particulars in the articles men- 
tioned; the faid ear] having given them affurance, upon 
his word, honour, and voluntary oath, that he would nee 
ver, to any perfon whatfoever, difcover this defeazance in 
the interim, without their confents. Dr. Birch, p. 96. 
All Glamorgan’s view was to get troops for the king’s fervice, 


a 
" 


“ 


without hurting his own honour or his mafter’s, The wonder, 


only is, why the Irith accepted of a treaty, which bound no 
body, and which the very perfon, who concludes it, feems to 
confefs he does not expeé& to be ratified. They probably 
hoped, that the king would, from their fervices, be more eas 
fily induced to ratify a treaty which was concluded, than te 
confent to its conclufion. (6.) I might add, that the lord 
Keutenant’s concurrence in the treaty was the more requifite 5 
because without it the treaty could not be carried into execu= 
tion by Glamorgan, nor the Erith troops be tranfported inte 
England: And even with Ormond’s concurrence, it clearly 
appears, that-a treaty, fo ruinous to the proteftant religion ig 
freland, could not be-executed in oppofiticn to the zealous 
proteftants in thatkingdom. No one can doubt of this truth, 
who perufes Ormond’s corsefpondence in Mr, Carte, The 
king was fufficiently apprifed of this difficulty. It appears in 
deed to be the only reafon why Ormond objected ta the grants 
ing of high terms to the Irith catholics, 

Dr. Bircu, in.page 360, has publifhed a letter of the 
King’s. to Glamorgan, where he fays, “* Howbeit I know you 
** cannot be but confident of my making good all inflruGions 
** and promifes to you and the nuncio,?? But it is to be re. 
marked, that this letter is dated in April 5, 1646; after 
there had been a new negotiation entered into between Gla- 
morgan and the Irish, and after a provifional treaty had even: 
been concluded between them. vee Dr, Birch, p.179, The 
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king’s affurances, therefore, can plainly relate only to this 
recent tranfaétion. The old treaty had long been difavowed 
by the king, and fuppofed by all parties to be annulled. 


NOTE sss p» 105. 

ALMONET, Ludlow, Hollis, &c. all thefe, efpecially 

the laft, being the dedtared inveterate enemies of Crom- 
wel, are the more to be credited, when they advance any fact, 
which may ferve to apologize for his violent and criminal con- 
du&, There prevails a flory, that Cromwel intercepted @ 
letter, written to the queen, where the king faid, that he 
would fir raife and then deftroy Cromwel. But, befides that 
this condu& feems to contradi& the charafter of the king, it 
is, on other accounts, totally unworthy of credit. It is firft 
told by Roger Coke, a very paffionate and foolifh hiftorian, 
who wrote too fo late as king William’s reign; and even he 
mentions it only as a mere rumour or hearfay, without any 
known foundation. In the Memoirs of lord Broghill, we meet 
with another ftory of an intercepted letter, which deferves 
fome more attention, and agrees very well with the narration 
here given. It is thus related by Mr. Maurice, chaplain to 
Roger, earl of Orrery. “ Lord Sas in the time of his 
*« creatnefs with Cromwel, juft after he had fo feafonably re- 
‘¢ lieved him in his great diltrefs at Clonmell, riding out of 
Youghall one day with him and Ireton, they fell into dif- 
courfe about the king’s death, Cromwel thereupon faid 
more than once, that if the king had followed his own 
‘judgment, and had been attended by none but trufty fer- 
vants, he had fooled them all; and that once they had a 
mind to have clofed with him, but, upon fomething that 
ee fell off from that defien. Orrery finding them 

in good humour, and being alone with them, afked, if-he 
might prefume to defire to know, why they would once 
have clofed with his majeity, and why they y did not. Crom- 
wel very freely told him, he would fatisfy him in both his 
queries. ‘The reafon (fays he) why we would have clofed 
with the king was this: We found that the Scotch and 


prefbyterians began to he more powerful than we, and were 


; 


at © Hkely’ 
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likely to-agree with him, and leave us in the lurch. For 
this reafon we thought it beft to prevent them, by offering 
firft to-come in upon reafonable conditions » But whilft our 
thoughts were taken up with this fubje@, there came a 
letter to us from one of our fpies, who was of the king’s 
bed=chamber, acquainting us, that our final doom was de- 
creed that very day; that he could not poffibly learn what 
it was, but we might difcover it, if we could but intercept 
a letter fent from the king to the queen, wheréin he in- 
formed her of his refolution; that this letter was fown up 
in the fkirt of a faddle, and the bearer of it would come 
with the faddle upon his head, about ten of the clock that 
night, to the Blue Boar in Holborn, where he was to take 
horfe for Dover. The meffenger knew nothing of the let- 
ter in the faddle, though fome in Dover did. We were at 
Windfor: (faid Cromwel) when we received this letter, and 
immediately upon the receipt of it, Ireton and I refolved 
to take one trufty fellow with us, and to go in troopers ha- 
bits to thatinn. We did fo; and leaving our man at the 
gate of the inn, (which had a wicket only open to let per- 
fonsin and out) to watch and give us notice when any man 
came in with a faddle, we went into a drinking-ftall. We 
there continued, drinking cans of beer, till about ten of 
the clock, when our centinel at the gate gave us notice, 
that the man with the faddle was come. We'rofe up pre- 
fently, and jaft as the man was leading out his horfe fad- 
dled, we. came up to him with drawn {words, and told 
him, we were to fearch all that went in and out there; bug 
as he looked like an honeft man, we would only fearch his 
faddte, and fo difmifs him. ‘The faddle was ungirt; we 
carried it into the ftall, where we had been drinking, and 
ripping open one of the fkirts, we there found the letter we 
wanted, Having thus got it into our hands, we delivered 
the man (whom we had left with our centinel) his faddle, 
told him he was an honeft fellow, and bid him go about his 
befinefs ; which he did, purfuing his journey without more 
ado, and ignorant of the harm he had fuffered, We found 
in the letter, that his majeity acquainjed the queen, that he 
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was courted by both factions, the Scotch prefbyterians and 
the army ; and that thofe which bade the. faireft for him 
fhould have him: But yet he thought he fhould clofe with 
the Scots fooner than with the other. Upon this we return- 
ed to Windfor ; and finding we were not like to have good 
terms from the king, we from that time vowed his deftruc- 
tion.”’ . ** This relation fuiting well enough with other paf- 
‘ fages and circumftances at this time, I have inferted to gra- 
tify the reader’s curiofity.”” Carte’s Ormond, vol. ii. p. 12. 


NOTE [D], p. 108. 


HESE are the words: *‘ Laneric ; I wonder to hear 
‘* (if that be true) that fome of my friends fay, that 
my going to Jerfey would much more have furthered my 
perfonal treaty, than my coming hither, for which, as I 
fee no colour of reafon, fo I had not been here, if I had 
thought that fancy true, or had not been fecured of a per- 
fonal treaty ; of which I neither do, nor EF hope will repent: 
For I am daily more and more fatisfied with the governor, 
and find thefe iflanders very good, peaceable and quiet peo- 
ple. This encouragement I have thought not unit for you 
to receive, hoping at leaft it may do good upon others, 
though needlefs to you.” Burnet’s Memoirs of Hamilton, 
p- 326. See alfo Rufhworth, part 4. vol. i. p.g4r. All the 
writers of that age, except Clarendon, reprefent the king’s ga- 
ing to the ifle of Wight as voluntary and intended. Perhaps the 
king thought it little for his credit, to be trepanned into this 
meafure, and was more willing to take it on himfelfas entirely 
voluntary. Perhaps, he thought it would encourage his 
friends, if they thought him ina fituation, which was not dif- 
agreeable to him. 


NOTE [E], p. 126. 


HE king compofed a letter to the prince, in which he 
related the whole courfe of this tranfaction, and accom- 
panied his narrative with feveral wife, as.well as pathetical 
refle&tions and advices, ‘The words with which he concluded 
the letter, are remarkable. ‘‘ By what hath been faid, you 
** fee how long I have laboured in the fearch of peace: Do 
** not 
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** not you be ditheartened to tread in the fame fteps. Ue all 
** worthy means to reftore yourfelf to your rights, but prefer 
“* the way of peace: Show the greatnefs of your mind, rather 


““ to conquer your enemies by pardoning, than by punifhing. 4 
“* Tf you {aw how unmanly and unchriftian the implacable dif- j 
** pofition is in our ill-wifhes, you would avoid that {pirit. i 
“« Cenfure me not for having parted with fo much of ourright: P 
** The price was great; but the commodity was, fecurity to 
‘*'us, peace tomy people, And Iam confident, that another : 


** parliament would remember, how ufeful a king’s power is to- 
S* a people’s liberty; of how much power I divefted myfelf, 
“that I and they might meet once again in a parliamentary 
** way, in order to agree the bounds of prince and people. 


** Give belief to my experience, never to affect more greatnefs 


Wome se < 


** or prerogative, than what is really and intrinfically for the 
** good of the fubjects, not the fatisfaGion of favourites. If 
** you thus ufe it, you will never want means to be a father to ! 
“all, and a bountiful prince to any, whom you incline to be 
: ** extraordinarily gracious to. You may perceive, that all 
“¢ men entruft their treafure, where it returns them interetft ; 
*© and if a prince, like the fea, receive and repay all the frefh 
*« ftreams, which the rivers entruft with him, they ‘will not 
*‘oradge, but pride themfelves, to make him up an oceans 
*« Thefe confiderations, may make you as great a prince as 
*« your father 1s a low one; and your ftate may be fo much 
““the more eftablifhed, as mine hath been fhaken. For our 
** fubjects have learned, I dare fay, that victories over their 
‘* princes, are but triumphs over themfelyes, and fo, will 
‘* more unwillingly hearken to changes hereafter. The Eng» : 
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“*Jifh nation are a fober people, however, at prefent,. infatu- 
** ated. I know not but this may be the lait time, I may 
“ fpeak to you or the world publicly. Iam fenfible into what 
*“ hands lam fallen; and yet, | blefs God, | have thof in: 


$4.5 


“« ward refrefhments, which the malice of my enemies cannot : 
“perturb, I have learned to be bufy myfelf, by retiring into 
** myfelf ; and therefore can the better digeft whatever befals. 

“me; not doubting, but God’s providence will reftrain our 
‘enemies power, and turn their fiercenefs into his praife. 
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“ Toconclude, if God give you fuccefs, ufe it humbly, and be 

“ever far from revenge. If he reftore you to your right on 
** hard conditions, whatever you promife, keep. Thefe men, 
who have violated laws, which they were bound to preferve, 
will find their triumphs full of trouble. But do not you 
“* think any thing in the world worth attaining, by foul ang 
** unjuft means,” 


«sc 


ee 


NOTE [F], p. 148. 


g * HE imputation of infincerity on Charles 
eee clamours, is dificult to be remo 
may hot here be improper to fay fomething with re 
T fhall firf remark, that this imputation Pon to 
growth than his own age ; and that even his enemies, tne ch 
they loaded him with many calumnies, did not infift on this 
accnfation. Ludlow, I think, is almof the only parlia- 
mentarian, who imputes that vice to him; and hoy paffionate 
a writer he is, muft be obvious to every one. Neither Cla- 
tendon nor any other of the royalifls ever juftify him from 
infincerity ; as not fuppofing that he had ever been accufed 
of it. In the fe “ee place, his deportment and a if 
1; 


common life was free from that vice: He was referved, diftant, 


flately ; cold in his addrefs, plain in his difcourfe, i 

in his principles ; wide of the carefling, infnuating manner 
of his fon; or the profefling, talkative humour of his cess: 
The imputation of infincerity mnf be grounded on fome of 
his public aétions, which we are therefore in the third 

to examine. ‘The following are the only inflances, which 
find cited to confirm that accufation. (t.) His vouching 
Buckingham’s narrative ofthe tranfaétions in Spain, 

is evident that Charles himfelf was deceived : 

did he quarrel with Spain? ‘The followit gi 

letter from lord Kenfington, ambaflador in 

duke of Buckingham, Cabbala, p. 318. 

** (the prince) had obferved as great a a weaknefs 

** that, in that after they (the Spaniards) had ufed him | 

** they would fuffer him to depart, which was one of the fir 
§* fpeeches he uttered after he came into the fhin: Bat did he 
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** fay fo? faid the queen (of France.) Yes, madam, I will 
** aflare you, quoth I, from the witnefs of mine own ears. 
** She fmiled and replied, Indeed I heard he was ufed ill, 
** So-he was, anfwered I, but not in his entertainment; for 
“ that was as {plendid as that country could afford it; but in 
*< their frivolous delays, and in the unreafonable conditions 
** which they propounded and preffed, upon the advantage 
“ they had of his princely perfon.” (z.) Bifhop Burnet, in 
his hiftory of the howfe of Hamilton, p- 154. has preferved a 
letter of the king’s to the Scottith bifhops, in which he defires 
them not to be prefent at the parliament, where they would 
be forced to ratify the abolition of their own order: ** For,” 
adds the king, “* we do hereby affure you, that it fhall be 
“* ftill one of our chiefeft Rudies how to reétify and eftablifh 
“the government of that church aright, and to repair your 
** loffes, which we defire you to be moft confident of.’ And 
in another place, ‘* You may reft.fecure, that though perhaps 
** we may give way for the prefent to that which will be 
** prejudicial both to the church and our own government ; 
“* yet we fhall not leave thinking in time how to remedy both.” 
But does the king fay, that he will arbitrarily revoke his 
conceffions ? Does not candor require us rather to fuppofe, 
that he hoped his, authority would fo far recover as to enable 
him to obtain the national confent to re-eftablifh epifcopacy, 
which he believed fo material a part of religion as well as of 
government? It is not eafy indeed to think how he could 
expect to effectuate this purpofe in any other way than his 
father had taken, that is, by confent of parliament. (3.) 
There is a paffage in lord Clarendon, where it is faid, that 
the king affented the more eafily to the bill, which excluded 
the bifhops from the houfe of peers; becaufe he thought, 
that that law, being enafted by force, could not be valid. 
But the king certainly reafoned right in that conclufion. 
Three fourths of the temporal peers were at that time banifhed 
by the violence of the populace: Twelve biihops were unjuflly 
thrown into the Tower by the commons: Great numbers of 
the commons themfelves were kept away by fear or violence: 
The king-himfelf was chafed from London, [If all this be not 
: ~~ force, 
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force, there is no fuch thing, But this {Cruple of the kine’s 
affects only the bifhops’ bill, and that againit prefling. ‘Ihe 


other conititutional laws had paffed without the leaft appear- 


ance of violence, did indeed all the bills paffed durir 

firft year, except Strafford’s attainder, erty 2 could not b 

recalled. ‘The parliament, therefore, even if they had known 
the king’s fentiments in this particular, could have no juft 
foundation of jealoufy. (4.) Thel king’s s letter inter cepted at 
Nafeby, has been the fource of much clamour. We have 
fpoken of it already in chap. lviii. Nothing is more ufual ia 
all public tranfaftions than fuch diftinétions. After the 
death of Charles II. of Spain, king William’s ambaffadors 
gave the duke of Anjou the title of king of Spain: Yet at 
that very time king William was fecretly forming alliances to 
dethrone him: And foon after he refufed him that title, and 
infifted (as he had reafon) that he had not acknowledged his 
right. Yet king William juftly paffes for a very fincere 
prince ; and this tranfaclion is not regarded as any objection 
to his character in that particular. In all the negotiations at 
the peace of Ryfwic, the French ambafladors always addréffed 
king William as king of England; yet it was madean exprefs 
article of the treaty, that the French king fhould acknowledge 
him as fuch. Such a palpable difference is there between 
giving a title to a prince, and pofitively recognizing his right 
to it. I may add, that Charles when he inferted that pro- 
teftation in the council-books before his council, furely thought 
he had reafon to juftify his condu€&. ‘There were too many 
men of honour * that company to avow a palpable cheat. 
To which we may fubjoin, that, if men were as much dif- 
pofed to judge of this prince’s ations with candor as feverity, 


this precaution of oe a proteft in his council-books 
might rather pafs for a proof of fcrupulous honour; leit he 
fhould afterwards be reproached with breach of his word, 
when he fhould think proper again to declare the affembly at 
Weftminiter no parliament. (5 ) The denying his commifiion 
to Glamorgan is another inftance which has been cited. This 
matter has been already treated in a note to chap. Iviii. That 
nfaction was entirely innocent. Even if the king bad given 

a com- 
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a commiffion to Glamorgan to conclude that treaty, and had 
ratified it, will any reafonable man, in our age, think it 
firange, that, in order to fave his own life, his crown, his 
family, his friends, and his party, he fhould make a treaty 
with papifts, and grant them very large conceftions for their 
religion, (6.) There is another of the king’s intercepted. 
letters to the queen commonly mentioned ; where, it is pre- 
tended, he talked of raifing and then deftroying Cromwel: 
But that ftory ftands on no manner of foundation, as we have 
obferved in a preceding note to this chapter. Ina word, the 
parliament, after the commencement of their violences, and 
ftill more, after beginning the civil war, had reafon for their 
feruples and jealoufies, founded on the very nature of their 
fituation, and on the general propenfity of the human mind; 
hot on any fault of the king’s charaéter; who was candid, 
fincere, upright ; as much as any man, whom we meet with 
in hiftory. Perhaps, it would be difficult to find another 
character fo unexceptionable in this particular. 

As to the other circumftance of Charles’s character, chiefly 
exclaimed againft, namely his arbitrary principles in govern- 
ment, one may venture to affert, that the greateft enemies of 
this prince will not find, in the long line of his predeceffors, 
from the conqueft to his time, any one king, except perhaps 
his father, whofe adminiftration was not more arbitrary and 
lefs legal, or whofe condu& could have been recommended to 
him, by the popular party themfelves, as a model, in this 
particular, for his government, Nor is it fufficient to fay, 
that example and precedent can never authorize vices: Exam- 
ples and precedents, uniform and ancient, can farely fix the 
nature of any conilitution, and the limits of any form of 
government. ‘There is indeed no other principle by which 
thofe land-marks or boundaries can be fettled. 


NOTE [G], p. 166. 


HE following inftance of extravagance is given by 
Walker, in his Hiftory of Independency, part II. 

p- 152. About this time, there came fix foldiers into the 
parifh church of Walton upon Thames, near twilight ; Mr. 
Faucet, 
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Faucet, the preacher there, not having till then ended his 
fermon. One of the foldiers had a lanthorn in his hand, and 
a candle burning in it, and in the other hand four candles not 
lighted. He delired the parifhioners to ftay awhile, faying 

he had a meflage from God unto them, and thereupon offered 
to go into the pulpit. But the people refufing to give him 
leave fo to do, or to ftay in the church, he went into the 
church-yard, and there told them, that he had a vifion w herein 
he had received a command from God, to deliver his will 
unto them, which he was to mpclied and they to receive pon 
pain of damnation; confifting of fi aS (1) ** That the 
** fabbath was abolithed as ateeioate ‘y, Jewifh, and merely 
** ceremonial, And here (quoth he) [ fhould put out the firft 
** light, but the wind is fo high I cannot kindle it, ' (z) That 
€* tythes are abolifhed as Jewith and ceremonial, a great bur- 
** then to the faints of God, and a dif couragement of induftry 
**and tillage. And here I fhould put out my fecond light, 
**&c. (3) That minifters are abolifhed as antichriftian, and 
“* of no longer ufe now Chrift himfelf defcends into the hearts 
** of his faints, and his fpirit enlighteneth them with reye- 
tien and infpirations, And here I fhould put ont my 
“* third light, &c. (4) Magiftrates are abolifhed as ufelefs 
“© now that Chrift himfelf is in purity amongft us, and hath 
** erected the kingdom of the faints upon earth. Befides they 
“* are tyrants, and oppreffors of the liberty of the faints, and 
** tye them to laws and ordinances, mere human inventions: 
** And here I fhould put out my fourth light, &c. (5) Then 
** putting his hand into his pocket, and pulling outa little 
bible, he fhewed it open to the people, faying, Here is a 


ec 
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** book you have in great veneration, confifting of two parts, 


“« the old and new teftament : I mutt tell you itis abolifhed ; 
** it containeth begearly rudiments, milk for babes: But now 
** Chriit is in glory amongft us, and imparts a farther meafure 
“* of his fpirit to his faints than this can afford. Il am com- 
** manded to burn it before your face. Then putting out the 
“* candle he faid; and here my fifth light is es gtinguifhed,”” 
It became a pretty common doétrine at that time, that it was 
nnworthy of a chriflian man to pay rent to his fellow creatures; 
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and landlords were obliged to ufe all the penalties of law 
againit tieir tenants, whofe confcience was fcrupuloys. 


NOTE [Hy], p: 205. 


EEN the earl of Derby was alive, he had been fum- 
moned by Ireton to furrender the ifle of Man; and he 
returned this fpirited and memorable anfwer. “ T receiv’d 
* your letter with indignation, and with {corn return you this 
** anfwer; that I cannot but wonder whence you fhould 


_ © gather any hopes, that I fhould prove like you, treacherous 


**to myfovereign ; fince you cannot be ignorant of my former 
** acting; in his late majefty’s fervice, from which principles 
“© of loyalty I am no whit departed. 1 {corn your profers; I 
*< difdain your favour ; I abhor your treafon; and am fo far 
**from delivering up this ifland to your advantage, that { 
*¢ fhall keep it to the utmoft of my power to your deftruction. 
** Take this for your final anfwer, and forbear any farther 
*€ folicititions: For if you trouble me with any more meflages 
** of thisnature, I will burn the paper and hang up the bearer. 
¢¢ This is the immutable refolution, and fhall be the undoubted 
** practite of him, who accounts it his chiefeft glory to be his 
¥ ** majefly’ s moft loyal and obedient fubjec, 
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NOTE [I], p. 208. 
1. had been an ufual policy of the prefbyterian ecclefiaftics 


to fe:tle a chaplain in the great families, who aéted as a’ 


fpy upon his mafter, and gave them intelligence of the moft 
private tranfactions-and difcourfes of the family, A fignal 
inftance of prieftly tyranny, and the fubjeétion of the nobility! 
They even obliged the fervants to give’ intelligence againit 
their matters. W Phitlocke, p. 502. The fame’author, p. 512. 
tells thefollowing ftory, The fynod meeting at Perth, and 
citing the minifters and people, who had expreffed a diflike 
of their beavenly gowerument, the men being out of the way, 
their wires refolved to anfwer for them. And on the day of 
appearance, 120 women with good clubs in their hands came 
aad 
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and befieged the church, where the reverend minifters fat, 
They eat one of their number to treat with the females, and 
he threatening excommunication, they bafted hin for his 
labour, kept him prifoner, and fent a party of 60; who 
touted the reft of the clergy, bruifed their bodies forely, took 
all their baggage and 12 horfes, One of the minifers, after 
a mile’s running, taking all creatures for his foes, meeting 
with a foldier fell on nis J knees, who knowing nothing of the 
matter afked the blackcoat what he meant, ‘The fenale con- 
querors, having laid hold on the fynod clerk, beat him till he 
forfwore his office. Thirteen miniflers rallied about our miles 
from the place, and voted that this village fhou i niver more 
have a fynod in it, but be accurfed and that the: uh in the 
years 1638 and 39, the podly women were eset up for 
floning the bifhops, yet now the whole fex fhould beefteemed 
wicked. 


NOTE [K], p. 264. 


BOUT this time an accident had almof® robbed the 
protector of his life, and faved his enemies the trouble 
of all their machinations, Having got’ fix fine Friefland 
coach-horfes as a prefent from the count of Oo] dentargh, ‘he 
undertook for his amufement to drive them about Fijde-park ; 
his fecretary Thurloe being in the’coach. ‘The harfes were 
ftartled and ran away: He was unable to commanc them or 
keep the box. He fell upon the pole, was dragged upon the 
ground for fome time; a piftol, which he conrad in his 
pocket, went off; and = that fingalar good fortune; which 
ever attended him, he was taken up without any corfiderable 
hart or bruife. 


NOTE [L], p. 322. 


A FTER Monk's declaration for a free er on the 
11th of February, } i 


reftorations..Yet.it was. long bef re, he w ld d opea Misniait f 
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even to the king, This declaration was within eight days 
after his arrival in London. Had he ever intended to have fet 
up for himfelf, he would not furely have fo foon abandoned 3 
project fo inviting: He would have taken fome fteps, which 
would have betrayed it. It could only have been fome dif- 
appointment, fome fruftrated attempt, which could have made 
him renounce the road of private ambition. , But there is ‘not 
the leaft fymptom of fuch intentions. The ftory told of Sir 
Anthony Afhley Cooper, by Mr. Locke, has not any appear- 
ance of truth. Seelord Lanfdown’s Vindication, and Philips’s 
Continuation of Baker. I fhall add to: what thofe authors 
have advanced, that cardinal Mazarine wifhed for the king’s 
reftoration,; though he would not have ventured much to have 
procured it. 


"NOTE [M], p. 425. 


f HE articles were, that-he had advifed,-the-king. to 

govern by military power without parliaments, that he 
haa affirmed the: king to bea papift or popifhly affected, that 
he had received great {ums of money for procuring the Canary 
patent, and other illegal -patents, that he had advifed and 
procured diyers of his majefty’s fubjets to be imprifoned 
againft law, in remote iflands and. garrifons, thereby. to 
prevent their having the benefit of the law, that he-had pro- 
cured the cuftoms to be farmed at under-rateg, that che -had 
received great fums. from the Vintners’ companys for allowing 
them to inhance the price of wines, that-he had in a hort 
time gained a greater eftate than coyld have been fuppofed to 
arife from the profits of his offices, that he had introduced an 
arbitrary government into his) majefty’s plantations, that he 
had rejected a propofal for the prefervation of Nevis and St. 
Chriftophérs, which was the occafion of great loffes in thofe 
parts, that when he was in his majefty’s fervice beyond fea he 
held a correfpondence with Cromwel and his accomplices, that 
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he advifed the fale of Dunkirk, that he had unduly altered letters 


pafent under the king’s feal, that he had unduly decided caufes 


in council, which fhould have been brought before chancery, 


that he had iffued quo warrantos againit corporations with an 

intention of {queezing money from them, that he had takéa 

money for pafling the bill of fettlement in Ireland, ‘that he 
betrayed the nation in all foreign treaties, and 


the principal advifer of dividing the fleet in June 


NOTE [N], p. 455. 


S Bow abftra& of the report of the Brook-houfe committee 
(fo that committee was called) was firft publifhed by 
Mr. Ralph, vol. i. p.177. from lord Hallifax’s collections, 
to which | refer, If we perufe tl apology, which we find 
in the fubfequent page of the fame r,- we fhall find, that 
they acted with fome malignity towards the king. ‘They would 
take notice of no fervices performed before the 1{t of Septem - 
ber 1664. But all the king’s preparations preceded that 
date, and, as chancellor Clarendon ‘told the parliament, 
amounted ‘to eight hundred thoufand pounds; and the com- 
putation is very- probable. ‘This fum, therefore, muft be 
added. The committee likewife charged fev en hundred 
thoufand pounds to the king on account of the winter and 
fummer guards, faved during two years and ten months tha 
the war lafted. But this feems iniquitous. For though he 
was an ufual burthen on the revenue, which was then faved ; 
would not the diminution of the cuftoms during the war be an 
equivalent to it? Befides, near three hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds are charged for prize-money, which perhaps 
the king thought he ought not to account for, Thefe fums 
exceed the million and a half. 
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NOTE [0], p. 463. | re 

OURVILLE, has faid in his memoirs, vol. ii, p. 14, 67, 
G that Charles was never fincere in the triple alliance j 
afd that, having entertained a violent animofity againft de 
Wit, he endeavoured, by this artifice, todetach him from the 
French alliance, with a view of afterwards finding an oppor- 
tunity to fatiate his vengeancs upon him, This account; 
though very little honourable to the king’s memory, feems 
probable from the events, as well as from the authority of the 


authors * 
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